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Current week, with the Hinden- 
burg explosion and the Coronation 
occurring within a few days of each 
other, is the biggest in newsreel his- 
tory. Attendance at newsreel thea- 
tres over last week-end was vari- 
ously estimated as between 50% and 
100% over normal. Expectation is 
that grosses will fall off little if 
any throughout the next week or so. 
‘ Zep disaster early last Thursday 
(6) night at Lakehurst provided out- 
standing. material for all five news- 
reel companies. Crews were on hand 
for the regular dirigible landing and 
all hopped on the catastrophe, Com- 
panies got out detailed specials for 
quick shipment, mostly by plane, all 
over the country. Demands for 
prints were so great that labora- 
tories were pushed to capacity. Some 
theatres were not content with mere- 
ly one company’s reels and ordered 
prints from other makers, putting 
all on their screens. 

Embassy. Newsreel theatre, in 
Times square, N. Y., did turn-away 
business nearly all day Friday, and 
by noon Saturday waiting crowds 
filled the lobby, with a line extend- 
ing to 47th street. Theatres every- 
where reported -an instant response 
at the b.o. when marquees and spe- 
cial easels were put up on the 
material. 

Estimated that 22,000,0000 persons 
& week see newsreels in the U. S., 
that number swelling to upwards 
of 50,000,000 this week, it was fig- 
ured. Trans-Lux theatres in Phila- 
delphia and Washington reported do- 
ing all-time b.o. records over the 
week-end, despite the fact that this 
is normally an off season. 

On the Spot 

Zeppelin disaster was a unique 
newsreel break because it was the 
first major mishap of that kind 
which cameramen were on hand to 
Cover as it occurred. However, any 
Sort of catastrophe is always a big 
grosser for the reels. Previous high 
attendance figures were chalked up 

or scenes of Morro Castle sinking, 
drought and floods, Los Angeles 
earthquakes, assassination of King 
Alexander, the Wally Simpson-Duke 


of Windsor romance and the Haupt- 
Mann trial. 


As for the Coronation, that’s al- | 


Teady getting most elaborate cov- 
frage ever given a subject by Amer- 


ican newsreel companies. Five news- | 
reels have been preparing to cover | 


the event for three. or four months. 


Newsreel coverage of Coronation | 
today (Wed.) will be on roto basis, | 


with each of the five American reels 
€xchanging material. Earl Marshall 
(Duke of Norfolk) refused to permit 
more than one camera at any par- 
ticular location. Rooms which over- 
%0k procession commanded $1,500. 
Early plans to fly them by plane 
Were abandoned because of the cost. 
en the newsreels and still com- 
ow chipped in $10,000 to hold the 
oe Hindenburg at its port in 
ppd with idea of using planes 
yaad the reels to the airship. When 
ze) was destroyed newsreel com- 
Panies scurried for another method 
(Continued on page 46) 
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Lo Goes H’wood 





Hollywood, May 11. 
Red-skinned habitants of the 
Palm Springs Indian Reserva- 





tion are learning Hollywood 
showmanship, Staging their 
annual spring dance in Palm 


Canyon, hard by the tepees of |} 
the palefaces, Injuns are split- 
ting the sky with sun-arcs wig- || 
wagging for trade. | 

Result: Powwow is drawing || 
heavy wampum., 


ZEP CRASH PUTS 
BEN DOVA IN 
COIN CLASS 


His escape from the ill-fated zep, 
Hindenburg, which exploded and 
crashed Thursday (6) at Lakehurst, 
N. J., has brought several lucrative 
offers to Ben Dova, vaude comedy 
acrobat. In _ private life Joseph 
Spahs, Ben Dova jumped from the 
airship and escaped, suffering only 
slight burns and a fractured ankle. 

His first cash-in on his escape 
came Sunday night (9) via an ap- 
pearance on the Robert L. Ripley 
(Believe It or Not) radio show over 
NBC. For this one-shot he received | 
$350, with other radio and stage 
offers said to be piling in. 
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Hindenburg Disaster and Coronation 


Up Newsreel Biz; Elaborate Coverage FAANIER POSITION 
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Ben Dova was returning from Eu- | 
rope on the zep to make a booking | 
at the Roxy, N. Y., starting May 21.| 
His injuries, however, will prevent | 
him from appearing on the stage 
iand the date has been set back. 
Joe Jackson, comedy cyclist, was 





}last minute on learning that his 


|booking at the Radio City 
| Hall had been postponed. 


} 


BARD ACTORS DON'T 
INDULGE IN BASEBALL 


| When it comes to baseball, Shakes- 


| Cast of ‘King Richard, IT,’ chailenged 
| 


also scheduled to come over on the | 
| zep, but canceled his passage at the} 


| Tower 
| lights which will be seen, theoreti- | 


| 


Music 


STAGE | 
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Agent and Scouts Combing | 
the Hideaways for New | 
Talent—Chiefly Strippers. 


and Bumpers, but Here 


and There a Dancer or! 


Singer Is Discovered 





LOW SALARIES 


Chicago, May 11, 

Long-standing wail that the pass- 
ing of vaudeville as an important 
factor in the amusement biz has 
robbed the newcomers of a chance 
to gain experience is being answered 
by the mushroom growth of honky- 
tonk nite spots in cities, towns and 
villages, The hideaway niteries 
have become the springboards for 
novices. 

Vaude and major nitery agents 
who haven't been around anywhere 
but the top vaude and nite spots in 
years are now making the rounds of 
the side-street spots regularly in 
search of likely talent. Even the 
picture scouts are beginning to turn 
off the main stems to hunt up pos- 
sibilities in the grind-and-bump 
joints. 

In the main these honky spots are 

(Continued on page 49) 


Eiffel Tower to Be 
Visible 150 Miles 





During Paris Expo. 


Paris, May 2. 


Latest plans for lighting the Eiffel | 


during the expo call for 
cally, 150 miles away. 

Andre Granet, who is in charge of 
the lighting system of 
states that the beams of light from 
the naval aero searchlights, when 
pointed straight up, will reach 
altitude of three miles and will be 
visible, 
hold true, as far away as the English 
Channel. 

Changes are being made in 
tower for the benefit of the daytime 
visitors also. Old fashioned girdle of 


| striped painted iron, which was put 
|pearean actors prefer a good book. | 


to soft-ball tilt by ‘Brother Rat’ com- | 


| pany, pooh-poohed it. Bard players 
|replied they don’t indulge. 

| ‘Rat’ soft-ballers previously shel- 
|lacked ‘Behind Red Lights’ troupers 


116-0 and laced ‘Having Wonderful 
| Time’ team 27-8. Games are also 


skedded with crews from ‘Boy Meets 
|Girl’ and ‘Room Service’ (latter set 
ito reach Broadway next week after 
| out-of-town tryout). Showgals from 
| French Casino have challenged ‘Rat’ 
'team, but no game is set. All played 
lin Central Park, N. Y. 


up in 1889, is being removed. Res- 
taurant on the first floor is being 
enlarged and both restaurants will 


have glass walls 





Slight Switch 


A fight fan called a Brooklyn 
armory to find out what 
were scheduled there that night. 

‘We don't have 
more,’ was the 
Bingo now.’ 


bouts 
fights any 
got 


reply, ‘we 


the tower, | 


an | 


if mathematical calculations | 


the 
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Pix Strike Now Nat'l; Picketing in 8 


Keys, but Actors Tiff Patched 





All for a Shave 


| —_—__— 


Hollywood, May 11. 

European director, imported 
at a high cost, ordered his sec- 
retary to phone for an appoint- 
ment with the studio barber. 
Clipper said he had to have an 
okay from the head man be- 
cause his razor is only for pro- 
ducers, not directors. 

Head man is in New York, 
but his chief aide nixed the 
request, refusing to.set a prece- 





dent. Result is that the Euro- 
|} pean fellow, who draws a 
heavy pay check, drives sev- 


eral miles for his daily shave, 
at an estimated cost of $75 to 
$100 per trip on a basis of how 
much the studig pays for his 
time, 











HOT CLARINET 
KID MAY LEAD 
SYMPH 


S cemmaunatel 
Philadelphia, May 11, 

Possibility that Benny Goodman 
may conduct Philly Symph !n one or 
two concerts in Robin Hood Dell this 
summer was hinted to VARIETY by 
Gino Baldini, assistant manager. It 
is known that the management 
wants a young jazz batoneer for pair 
of engagements. Paul Whiteman is 
unavailable this summer. Other pos- 
sibilities mentioned beside Goodman 
are George Gershwin and Rubinoff. 

Alfred Reginald Allen, 32-year-old 
New York ad man, who came here 
to pull Philly orch out of carmine 
| in its regular season, will manage the 
| outdoor Dell concerts for first time 
| this summer. Men will work on co- 
operative they have been 
| doing since hot weather concerts in- 
l|augurated seven years ago. Last 
season averaged about $50 a week. 





basis as 


THE BRITISH AUDIENCE 


London, May 11. 
Rudy Vallee-Royal Gelatin hour 
originated before a packed audience 
at St. Hall last Thursday 
(6) with London’s Lord Mayor open- 
ing the show. British Broadcasting 
Co. facilities were used but listeners 


George's 


in the hall knew nothing of the com- | 


mercial angle. Plug copy was cut in 
from a room set aside for this pur- 
American Telephone & Tele- 
Co. shortwaved the program 
to the American side. 
Opinion amoung the hall 
was that Vallee show most 
| English variety broadcasts look ama- 


pose. 


graph 


attendees 


made 











teurish, 





} ecutives 


NO ADVERTISING TAINTS 


Up 


Hollywood, May Il. 
First unofficial rift in the new 
producer-Guild agreement came to- 
day with conflicting interpretations 
of terms by both sides. Producers 
claim the settlement calls for an 80- 


20 Guild shop, while the SAG in- 
sists that the agreed ratio is 95-5, 
the 5% margin being allowed te 


take care of established players who 
conscientiously are opposed te join- 
ing any organization. It is pointed 
out by Guild officials that European 
players brought to Hollywood would 
come under Guild regulations. 

Charles Lessing, Federated Motion 
Picture Crafts head, told the strike 
committee shortly after midnight 
last night (Monday) that its terms 
for an armistice had been rejected 
by Pat Casey, labor contact fer the 
producers, and that the settlement 
basis offered by the producers was 
untenable, 

Casey’s Statement 

Casey later issued the following 
statement: ‘The fact should be borne 
in mind that the status of the actors 
and that of the group represented 
by the FMPC is entirely different. 
Actors remained at work while their 
representatives submitted certain 
definite proposals to the producers, 
Those proposals were adjusted in 
orderly and equitable manner 
through negotiations and the agree- 
ment reached was acceptable to both 
sides. On the other hand, under the 
terms of the ultimatum originally 
served on me by Lessing, studio ex- 
were given no information 
concerning wage demands or any 
other questions in dispute. Produc- 
ers were notified they must accept 
under certain restrictions prelimi- 
nary to any negotiations with Less- 
ing. Logically this could not be 
done and when so informed, Lessing 
ordered the strike. Door is wide 
open for a prompt settlement of any 
proper question.’ 

Ww. B. Cullen, 


FMPC president, 


; said painters weuld sign no contract 


that doesn’t take care of smaller 
crafts affiliated with the organiza- 
tion, such as set designers, make- 
ups and hair dressers. This morning 
(Tuesday) dawned peacefully around 
the studios and picket lines are thin- 
ning around the theatres. 

Although the Screen Actors’ Guild 
has won a decisive victory over the 
producers, the Federated Motion Pic- 
ture Crafts is settling down to a bit- 
long-drawn-out fight. 

Indications are that various other 
American Federation of Labor 
groups and John L. Lewis’ Commit- 

‘Continued on page 2) 
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Non-Alky | Nitery 


New York’s first liquorless cabaret 
the Golden Glades, opens May 15 on 
upper Columbus avenue. George 
Haeffly’s band will supply the music 


for dancing and thrice nightly floor 
show. 

Operator Ben Doniger says there 
will be no hard stuff in his show and 
|}soda emporium. Will serve vregulat 


dinner, light eats and soit drinks 
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Many-Sided Hollywood Union Fight 
Is Echoed Into Eight Key Cities 





(Continued from page 1) 


tee for Industrial Organization will 
be drawn into the hostilities. Spread 
of the strike has now become na- 
tionwide, with film theatres in vir- 
tually all key cities of the country 
being picketed. 

Charles Lessing, FMPC head, said 
he expected a total of more than 
340,000 pickets at pix theatres 
throughout the country after he had 
wired acceptance of picketing offers 
from AFL and CIO unions in va- 
rious cities. It was pointed out that 
the entrance of the CIO into the 
scrap would not be made as a body. 
Members of the Lewis group are act- 
ing as individuals rather than offi- 
cial CIO representatives. 

Theatre picketing in Chicago, 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, 
Detroit, Minneapolis and St. Paul got 
underway this morning (Tuesday), 
with New York slated to follow to- 
night. In Los Angeles, picketing of 
first-run houses took on a serious 
aspect Sunday (9) but dwindled to 
mere handfuls Monday (10). Heav- 
iest lines were seen at the Pantages 
in Hollywood, with workers aug- 
mented by young radicals from 
schools and colleges. 

Only a few pickets took up the 
march at Loew’s State, Chinese and 
Warner houses. The Beverly Hills 
police made short work of Fox Wil- 
shire pickets and broke the line, 
citing a city ordinance against such 
tactics. Strikers were similarly re- 
pulsed at several nearby suburbs. 
The FMPC said arrests would be 
invited to test the Beverly Hills 
statute. 

CIO Pickets 

Pickets from crafts affiliated with 
the CIO joined the lines around stu- 
dios last week on a call from Rudy 
Kohl, business representative of the 
Painters’ Union. They were drafted 
from the steel, rubber, automobile 
and communications industries and 
were assigned to night duty. Studio 
police took on an extra supply of 
tear gas for storing at all entrances 
in case of trouble, but were in- 
structed to use it only when violence 
threatened. 

About 1,500 affiliated craft mem- 
bers attended a mass meeting con- 
ducted last night by the FMPC at 
Hollywood Stadium. Charles Lessing 
presided at the session and intro- 
duced the speakers, who included 
Charles Elrod, Vern Murdoch, John 
R. Robinson, Bert Best, Joseph Mar- 
shall, G. Ruiz, Madge Hoyt, W. B. 
Cullen. 


All the speakers dwelt on the situ- 
ation as it affected the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployes. Prediction was made, especi- 
ally by Cullen and Ruiz, that inter- 
nal strife in the IATSE would soon 
“blow the lid off’ in that body. Less- 
ing charged the IATSE and ‘over- 
stepped all the bounds of decency 
and rules of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor.’ Lessing also read a 
wire from John Brophy, national 
CIO director, saying that every union 
man, regardless of affiliation, should 
support the strikers. 


The studio strike reached a climax 
Yast Thursday and Friday (6-7), 
when numerous fracases were re- 
ported and nine affected major lots 
were beleaguered. Thereafter the 
situation quieted down temporarily, 
with the attention of pickets and 
strike leaders centered on activities 
of the Screen Actors Guild to the 
exclusion of fisticuffs. 


Most serious casualty of the vio- 
lence was William Kline, Universal 
grip, who was severely beaten in a 
parking lot across the boulevard 
from the U lot by a number of men 
said to be affiliated with the FMPC. 
Kline was formerly in the Painters 
Union. 


Longshoremen, Students 


As the week wore on, picket lines 
were reinforced by longshoremen 


from San Pedro and on_ Saturday | 


the regular snakeliners, who had 
grown somewhat bored with their 


assignment, came to life when their | 


ranks were augmented by youths 
from the Associated Students Union 
for local schools and colleges. The 
juveniles brought considerable gay- 
ety and color to the picketing. 


Friday was the busiest day. 


Femme hair stylists and makeups | 
seemingly were told to make them- | 


selves scarce, for none of them 
showed up for picket duty. Two 
trucks were dumped by strikers, one 


- 


at 20th Century-Fox and the other 
at Paramount. 

Reports of brawls in groggeries 
hard by the affected lots trickled in 
all day, with members of the IATSE 
on the receiving end of most of the 
wallops. Gendarmes at Universal 
rescued a truck driver from menac- 


ing pickets. U locked and barred its 
commissary. Picket lines were 
doubled and commensurate rein- 


forcements were hurried to the gen- 
darmes. 


Earlier in the week a cruising bat- 
talion of sympathizers, said to be 
idle groups, staged a free-for-all at 
IATSE headquarters, Santa Monica 
and Wilcox. Five men who had ac- 
cepted IATSE cards were mauled by 
the attackers and treated in the 
Hollywood Receiving Hospital. 


Precautions were taken at all stu- 
dios against the entrance of those not 
directly connected with the produc- 
ing firms. Hardest hit were the 
agents and independent flacks. Agents 
couldn’t get past the front offices 
and indie blurbists were told to cool 
their heels elsewhere. For the most 
part picketing was conducted along 
peaceful lines. 


Word -that 15,000 painters affiliated 
with the international organization 
in the Los Angeles area had been 
instructed to join the picket lines 
yesterday (Monday) was received by 
wire from Louis Weinstock, secre- 
tary-treasurer of the New York dis- 
trict council of the FMPC. The In- 
ternational Longshoremen’s Associa- 
tion sent a wire to Lessing saying 
that delegates to the ILA conven- 
tion had been instructed to draft 
resolutions of endorsement and sup- 
port for the studio strikers. 


The telegram added: ‘Delegates 
have been instructed to inform the 
membership to boycott theatres 
showing films from strike-affected 
studios. District ILA convention 
sends warmest solidarity greetings 
to film workers.’ 


Newsmen’s Cash Support 


In addition, the Los Angeles News- 
paper Guild adopted a_ resolution 
supporting the strike and forwarding 
a cash contribution. FMPC leaders 
addressed a meeting of the carpen- 
ters, informing them of the issues of 
the strike and asking support. Studio 
molders, machinists and costumers 
scheduled conferences with Pat 
Casey, producer-labor contact man, 
to negotiate their differences. 


Plan of settlement arranged by the 
Los Angeles Central Labor Council, 
providing that all strikers resume 
their jobs pending negotiations of 
differences, was rejected by the 
FMPC. Had the CIO plan been 
followed, the strike would have end- 
ed in the middle of the second week. 
Statement issued by the producers 
said that ‘so far as the producers are 
concerned the required steps toward 
establishment of a peaceful and 
equitable understanding have been 
taken by them. The next move is 
up to the strike leadership.” FMPC’s 
answer to that move apparently was 
to call for CIO support and to people 
the picket lines with representatives 
from CIO bodies, 


Meanwhile, the IATSE continued 
its membership drive, offering class 
B cards to laborers, makeups, hair 
stylists, painters and scenic artists, 
and taking under its jurisdiction 
practically all the work formerly 
done by members of the Studio 
Utilities Employes. FMPC leader- 
ship claimed there were few defec- 
tions from its ranks, but the IATSE 





was giving cards indiscriminately to 
| anyone who applied. 
FMPC reported receipt of the fol- 
| lowing message from French film 
| workers: ‘We are following with 
close attention your splendid move- 
i ment for better working conditions 
and we wish you a complete success. 

Secretary of Labor Frances Per- 
kins moved Edward A. Fitzgerald, 
Federal labor conciliator, into the 
situation with instructions to report 
| developments to her in Washington. 
| Fitzgerald interrogated all labor ele- 
| ments, including members of the 37 
| White Rats, IATSE members who 
are demanding rank and file elections 
and membership meetings. 

Wire sent to Robert Montgomery, 
| Sereen Actors Guild president, by 
the Longshoreinen, said: ‘We made 
| possible your high salaries. We can 
also make them impossible.” Was 
taken to mean that actors should fall 
| into line with the strikers. 
| It was understood that Lessing, 
FMPC head, was bitter over the sep- 


arate peace obtained by the SAG, 
leveling accusations that his group 
had been sold down the river. Guild 
leaders made quick denials of the 
charge, saying they had never affil- 
iated with the FMPC and that they 
were not consulted when the strike 
was called. In issuing the denials, 
the SAG explained that the action 
of the FMPC in permitting contract 
players to cross picket lines would 
have prevented actors from aligning 
with the FMPC as SAG members are 
under contract. 

Guild Walkout Averted 
Producer agreement with the SAG 
over the weekend averted an actor- 
walkout set for Monday (9) morn- 
ing. The settlement gives the Guild 
all the principal concessions it 
asked. 

Concessions gained include Guild 
shop, salarly boosts for extras and 
day players and many other advan- 
tages. The peace agreement was an- 
nounced by Joseph M. Schenck, pro- 
ducers committee chairman, and ap- 
proved by the Guild membership at 
a meeting in Hollywood Legion 
Stadium Sunday night (9). 

All major and indie studios will 
be included in the agreement, since 
Warner Bros i.ndicated it will enter 
into negotiations with the SAG un- 
der Guild shop rules. Approval of 
the Guild shop was also announced 
by David O. Selznick, Walter 
Wanger, Samuel Goldwyn, Hal 
Roach, and Republic. Previously 
Metro, Paramount, RKO, Universal, 
Columbia and 20th-Fox had accepted 
the agreement. 

Guild headquarters announced 
that around 500 members were en- 
rolled yesterday (Monday), Greta 
Garbo and Jean Harlow being 
among the group. 

In announcing his agreement with 
the general decision, David O. Seiz- 
nick was quoted as saying, ‘If the 
Guild wishes to place my name on a 
contract with the Guild I will sign 
the contract without looking at it. 
For I have that much confidence in 
the Screen Actors Guild and its in- 
dividual members.’ 

Robert Montgomery, SAG presi- 
dent, said the Guild committee had 
been in continuous session with the 
producers committee and that Wil- 
liam Bioff and Holmden, of IATSE, 
had supported the movement from 
the start and deserved much credit 
for the success of the negotiations. 

In reporting to Guild members the 
successful culmination of the discus- 
sions, Kenneth Thomson said: 

‘Your representatives were able to 
get this agreement because the 
senior Guild stood back of us 99% 
and the junior Guild gave us un- 
divided support. The senior Guild 
has voted 96% in favor of a strike 
where producers refuse to sign the 
contract, and the remaining four 
percent was not negative. Ballots 
will be handed out so every senior 
member who has not voted will have 
opportunity to do so. We must have 
that strike weapon in our hands.’ 

Vote Strike Authority 

The Guild had voted the strike 
authority to the committee despite 
previous announcement that the 
producers would sign the agreement 
before the end of the week. Schenck 
issued the following statement for 
the producers committee: 

‘Speaking for my own studios and 
the executives of the others I have 
been able to reach, I am pleased to 
be able to say that all important 
questions discussed by the commit- 
tees representing motion picture 
producers and film actors have been 
settled satisfactorily to both sides. 

‘It has been the common endeavor 
of both committees to work out the 
best possible conditions for players 
receiving smaller salaries and it is 
my opinion that the points agreed 
upon by the two committees will be 
regarded by all parties concerned as 
equitable and just. I believe the re- 
sult of our conference will represent 
a permanent basis for mutual good 
will and helpfulness between pro- 
ducers and actors.’ 

Secret meetings of the SAG com- 


mittee were held each night last 
week in the homes of Fredric 
March, James Cagney, Chester 


Morris and Frank Morgan. At each 
of the sessions, it was reported, a 
large number of Guild votes were 
received. After sufficient SAG bal- 
lots were in the hands of Aubrey 
Blair, secretary, to ensure the re- 
quired 75% for a strike, the zero 
hour of the walkout was set for 
eight o’clock Monday morning. 
Imminence of the SAG walkout, 
with the top salary players on the 
picket lines; became apparent as 
early as last Thursday night, when 
Robert Montgomery and Franchot 
Tone, members of the negotiating 
committee, went to the Metro studio 
where the farewell party to visiting 


sales delegates was in _ progress. 
They summoned Louis B. Mayer 
into conference and remained 





next morning. 
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Guild-Producers Agreement 





1. Recognition of Guild shop. 


to be $5.50. 


or $6.50 daily minimum. 


any 24 hours. 


and improvements therein. 


to $25 daily minimum. 


made. 
ai. 


13. 
employment abolished. 


producer’s liability. 
14. 


scenes, etc. 
be for shorter time. 


$150 weekly. 


tween committees. 


ployment. 
21. 


ing eight additional weeks. 








closeted with him until three o’clock 


Summary of the terms laid down by the Screen Actors’ Guild and 
accepted by the producers includes the following: 


2. Abolishment of $3.20 daily salary for extras, with present wage 
scale increased 10% up to and including $15 daily. 


3. Increase for standins from present $20 weekly to $33 minimum, 


4. Straight time paid for time consumed to and from location 
and compensation for traveling time not to exceed one day’s pay in 
Travel time which occurs during period for which 
extra is compensated may be deducted. 

5. NRA conditions to remain as is except for clarification and 
adjustments to be agreed upon by respective committees. 

6. Reasonable access to records of the Central Casting Bureau. 

7. Guild and producers’ committees to investigate and analyze 
present rules covering weather-permitting calls and suggest changes 


8. Present minimum of $15 daily for contract players increased 


9. Meal periods not less than half hour, or more than one hour. 
10. For costume fittings and test, player to receive one-half check 
if not offered employment in production for which fitting or test is 


Fifty-four hour cumulative week to apply to freelance players 
receiving less than $200 weekly, with straight time for overtime. 

12. Arbitration to be covered first by conciliation board consist- 
ing of producer and player representatives. 
failure, arbitration to be made under rules to be agreed upon. 

Right of cancellation without pay prior to commencement of 
In case of termination of freelance contract 
prior to commencement of term, producers shall be liable for com- 
pensation during minimum guaranteed period. 
other employment during such period, compensation received by the 
player from such agreement shall be applied in reduction of the 


Present prohibition of deal contract to be continued except 
that present minimum is reduced from $40,000 to $20,000. 

15. Cancellation period for term contract players specified in 
illness clause of all long-term contracts for featured players to be not 
less than aggregate periods of three weeks per year. 

16. Layoffs for featured players under long term contract shall be 
for at least one consecutive week subject to recall for retakes, added 
Any layoff falling at the end of the contract period may 


17. All terms herein approved for long term featured players shall" 
be applicable to long term stock players whose salaries are under 


18. Minimum salary ‘for stock players shall be $50 weekly. 

19. Return transportation to be furnished stock players brought 
here from outside state of California, where salary is less than $75 
weekly, with details to be worked out on basis of discussions be- 


20. There shall be no free tests after the commencement of em- 


Suspension period specified in ‘act of God’ clause of all long 
term contracts for players receiving $150 weekly or less shall be lim- 
ited to four weeks, provided, however, that producers shall have the 
right to continue such suspension from week to week for not exceed- 


Minimum check 


In case of conciliation 


If player receives 








Philly Exchange Help 
Claim 100% Unionization 


Philadelphia, May 11. 

Every one of 219 exchange em- 
ployes in Philly eligible for a card 
in the Film Exchange Employes’ 
Union has paid his entrance fee and 
is a member, Harry Cohen, organ- 
izer for the IATSE, says. 

Meeting will be held Friday (14) 
to elect permanent officers. Pro tem 
execs were named at a meeting in 
the Broadwood on April 30. They 
are Bill Gabriel, prez, and Molly 
Cohen, secretary. Both work for 
Metro. 

Committee was appointed at the 
meeting to draw up a wage scale. It 
is now completed, Cohen says, and 
will be presented to managers as 
soon as the present wave of sales 
conventions is over. He expects no 
opposition to it, he claims. 

Cohen went to Washington today 
be get a charter for his group, Local 

- 








L. A. to N. Y. 


Beulah Bondi. 

Maurice Conn. 

J. Savington Crampton. 
Ned Depinet. 

Percy L. Deutsch. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Sr. 
Mary Garden. 

Norman Geiger. 

Ernie Hare. 

Billy Jones. 

Al Lichtman. 

S. Barrett McCormick. 
A. F. Rodgers. 

Louis K. Sidney. 
Leonard Sillman. 
Ralph Stock. 

Helen Vinson. 

Ralph Wheelwright. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Peter Arno. 

Islin Auster. 

Jack Cohn. 
Robert J. Mulligan. 
Mary Pickford. 
Leah Salisbury. 
Lester Santly. 
George Schaefer. 
Jerry Sylvon. 
Harlan Thompson. 
John J. Wildberg. 
Loretta Young. 








COWAN ON UA 
RELEASE DEAL 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Negotiations were started last 
week between Dr, A. H. Giannini 
and Lester Cowan for a deal by 
which United Artists is to release 
three Renowned Artists productions 
to be made by Tay Garnett and 
starring Ronald Colman. John Ford 
will direct. 


Renowned Artists has set Garnett’s 
story, ‘Trade Winds,’ as its initialer, 
using background footage shot by 
Garnett on his recent tour round the 
world. 

Cowan figures that UA will okay 
a releasing deal soon after contracts 
with the three principals are nego- 
tiated. 








SAILINGS 


June 9 (New York to London) 
Helen Gahagan (Queen Mary). 

June 2 (New York to London) 
Peggy Ashcroft (Europa). 

May 22 (New York to Hamburg) 
Mary Garden (Bremen). 

May 19 (New York to London) 
Howard Brooks, Al Sherman, Abner 
Silver (Normandie). 

May 15 (New York to London) 
Wera Engels (Europa). 

May 15 (London to New York) 
Rudy Vallee, Elliott Daniels, Bert 
Lown (Bremen). 


May 12 (New York to London) 
Francine Larrimore, Conde Nast 
(Aquitania). 


May 8 (New York to Genoa) B. S. 
Moss, Janet Cohen (Rex). 

May 4 (New York to London) 
Vyvyan Doner, Dusolina Giannin', 
Vittorio Giannini, Walter Slezak 
(Bremen ). 


ARRIVALS 


Loretta Young, Juergen E. K. von 
Alten, Albert Huebsch, Capt. P. P- 
Eckersley, Alexander Korda, Sidney 
R. Kent, Andre Daven, Murray Si!- 
verstone, Martin Jones, Guthrie Mc- 
Clintic, Stell Anderson, Oscar Ho- 
molka, Diane Ray, Jimmy Richarés 
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PICTURES 
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What Guild Shop Means 





In explaining that Guild Shop does 
Thomson said ‘Guild Shop merely m 


‘The Guild agrees with the produc 


portunity on the screen. 


anyone a producer may desire to 





the cameras who is not a Guild member in good standing. 


are necessary and we do not intend to restrict those seeking an op- 
We merely 
be governed by the same rules which apply to other players. 

’Guild will contract to accept as a member without examination 


never to impose a prohibitive initiation fee.’ 


Hollywood, May 11. 
not mean Closed Shop, Kenneth 
eans that no one may work before 


ers that new talent and new faces 


insist they join the Guild and 


engage and will further contract 








FLEISCHER PROD. 
HALTED, SAYS 
UNION 


| 
| 
| 





Strike at the Max Fleischer ani- | 


mated cartoon studios, N. Y., has | 
completely halted production, ac- | 
cording to Commercial Artists and | 


Designers Union officials, whose | 
members staged the walkout last 
Friday (7) night. Fourteen pickets, 
arrested after a scuffle with police 
when norn-striking animators tried 
to go through the line, were re- 
leased on bail and will be given 
hearings today (Wednesday) in Mag- 
istrates Court. 

Thirteen are charged with dis- 
orderly conduct. Samuel Robinson, 
an artist, is charged with assaulting | 
Charles Shepler, non-striking ‘in-be- | 
tweener.’ CADU officials claim Shep- 
ler is a member of Motion Picture 
Machine Operators, local 306, and as 
such is liable for union discipline 
for attempting to cross a picket line. 

Fleischer strike was begun, accord- 
ing to CADU, when 15 studio em- 
ployees were discharged last week, 
allegedly for ‘union activity... CADU 
dispute with Fleischer had been going 
on for several weeks, union lodging 
a complaint with the Regional 
Labor Relations Board for Fleischer’s 
alleged refusal to bargain. 


In addition to the demands for 
union recognition, salary increases 
and improved working conditions, 
the strikers now seek reinstatement 
of the discharged employees. Union, 
an affiliate of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, claims a membership 
of more than 100 of the 135 Fleischer 


artists. Employees of other depart- 
ments, including the entire music 
department, are also striking, the 


union asserts. 

Possibility of boycott and picket- 
ing of all theatres showing Popeye 
and Betty Boop cartoons is seen in 
the CADU action of taking com- | 
Plaints to the Central Trades and 
Labor Council. Union is also seeking 
active aid of the Federated Motion 
Picture Crafts, Motion Picture Ma- 
chine Operators and the American 
Federation of Musicians. Cartoon- | 
ists Guild, some of whose members | 
belong to the CADU, is contributing 
its headquarters as strike office. 

Louis Nizer, attorney for Fleischer, 
declares the studio is running at ap- 
proximately 75% capacity. Fleischer’s 
alleged refusal to bargain is based on 
the claim that his business is not in- 
terstate, as defined by the Wagner 
act. Interstate business, producer 
Claims, is done by Paramount, his | 
Teleasing outlet. No meetings be- 
tween Fleischer and the strikers are 
Scheduled at present, but CADU offi- | 
Cials claim the cartoon producer has 
Unofficially offered to reinstate the 


discharged employees if the strike is 
Called off. 














Gordon’s London Trip 


itieweed. May 11. 
Max Gordon will depart for New | 
tk May 21 and has arranged a 
ay 26 sailing date for London. 
While jin New York he will check up 
on shows and office business. He 
€xpects to remain abroad six weeks 
and then will return to Broadway 





Yi 


~ Set 2 couple of shows ready for 

all production. 

cordon is winding up his RKO 
Shoves next week. 


MARY PICKFORD MAY 
PRODUCE PIX AGAIN 


Mary Pickford has receiv 
fer for financing and, 
through, she may 


ed an of- 
if plans carry 
re-enter produc- 


FART Y = 
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RAW GOV'T TRE 


Various Reorg Groups 


Worked for Themselves, 


Kind to Fortington Bunch, 
but No One in Clear 


‘THOSE BANKERS’ 





Not the Stockholders, | 
Washington Points Out— 





SEC TEARS PAR APART 





N MANEUVERS | Rubens, John Balaban Moving Into 


St. Louis; A. J. Balaban Retiring? 





Playing It Safe 


Hollywood, May 11. 

With the strike thing embar- 
rassing in a lot of places, 
stars spent a lot of time 
week looking around for 
to duck without bringing 
main issue into the arena. 

Many went out of town and 
couldn't be reached even by 
telephone, Others, figuring that 
if a strike is called it would be 
a long one, put in various 


some 
last 
ways 
the 


phys- 


ical disabilities as reasons for 
not being @vailable for some 
time. 











Coast Indies Ask 


tion for United Artists release, mak- Washington, May 11. 
ing one picture during the coming Indignant criticism of various 
year (1937-’38). Further steps to- practices and incidents in the reor- 
wards setting up production are ex-| 8@nization of Paramount Publix 
pected to follow Miss Pickford’s Corp. was voiced Monday (10) by 
marriage to Buddy Rogers in the the Federal Securities & Exchange 
near future. Commission in a voluminous report 
Star left New York Friday (7) for] ©" corporate house-cleanings under 
Olathe, Kan., to visit a day with ! bankruptcy statutes. Film company | 
Rogers’ parents, and on Monday (10) | was cited as an outstanding example 


boarded a train for the Coast, 

Miss Pickford’s production venture 
in partnership with Jesse L, Lasky 
last season blew up after making 
two pictures. 


L.A. Film Rowers 
Take Secret Vote 
For Tie With JA 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Organization of film row exchange 
workers, perfected at a secret meet- | 
ing last Thursday night (6), will 
affiliate with the International Alli- | 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employees | 
and already has formulated demands 
to be presented to the distributing 
companies. 

Demands include a 40-hour week, | 
$40 weekly for head shippers, $35 | 
for head poster clerks, $32.50 for as- 
sistant shippers and $25 each for as- 
sistant poster clerks and inspectors. 
Demands represent considerable in- | 
creases. 

Virtually 100% of the back office 
staffs attended the meeting. 











AFL DUCKING 


STRIKE ISSUE 


Hollywood, May 11. 

American Federation of Labor has | 
declined to take any part in the 
strike situation here. Replying to 
charges of strikers that the Inter- 


| national Alliance of Theatrical Stage | 


Employes was moving in on jobs va- | 
cated by members of Federated Mo- | 
tion Picture Crafts, William Green, | 
AFL president, dispatched the fol- 
lowing wire to Carl Axelle of FMPC: 

‘Complaint submitted in your let- 
ter should be made to _ national 
unions conducting the strike in| 
Hollywood, of which you and your | 
associates are members. American 
Federation of Labor did not order 
the strike at Hollywood. Conse- 
quently you cannot hold it respon- 
sible for differences which have 
arisen between organizations involv- | 
ed. Notwithstanding this fact I will} 
do all I can to be helpful in over- | 
coming complaints filed in your tele- 
gram,’ 


Moss’ Television Prowl 


B. S. Moss sailed for London, Sat- | 
urday (8), to be gone for several | 
weeks. He probably will tour the 
continent surveying the theatre sit- 
uation. 

Among Moss’ intentions while! 
abroad will be looking into tele- 
vision developments. | 


| lawyers and 


|} on abuses 


| record 


of many activities which are not in 
the public interest, although the con- 
demnation was tempered by occa- 
sional praise for various parties. 
Recommending a wide variety of 
desirable changes in the present 
laws, the S.E.C. roasted bankers, 
insiders in the Para- 
declaiming at length 
get hold of the 


mount matter, 
on conspiracies to 
‘spoils’ of reorganization. Commish 
noted that the Par case evidenced 
the need for 
investors against scheming by groups 
seeking patronage, power and profits. 

Most of the report was devoted to 
a review of evidence obtained dur- 
ing the two-year inquiry into reor- 
ganizations, 
icism was 
ever, did 


general. Commish, how- 
considerable 
ing at individuals and 
volved in the Par wrangling, while 
many recommendations were based 
and practices brought to 
light in studying the film 
overhauling. 


Friendly to Fortington 


Zroups 1n- 


While outspoken in censuring cer- 
tain parties in the Par proceedings, 
the report, on the whole, was friend- 
ly toward the Fortington group, 
which temporarily gained domina- 
tion as a result of the reorganization. 
Cited as illustrative of the experi- 


| ences and activities of outsiders, the 
group in| 


of the Fortington 
forcing a significant house- cleaning | 
was termed ‘remarkable,’ although 


the Commish questioned some of its | 


ART DIRECTORS 


motives and accomplishments. 
Observing that a serious fight for 
control occurs only when a power- 
ful, well-heeled outside crowd tries 
to dictate reorganization, the 
mish analyzed in detail the maneu- 
verings of the Fortington bloc (At- 
| las Corp., Electrical Research Prod- 
ucts, Ine., Lehman Bros, and British 
insurance interests), the opposing 
financial forces (principally Kuhn- 

(Continued on page 27) 


Strike Issue Postpones 


Prod. of New Product 


Netivened, May 11. 

Strike scared everybody but Sam 
Goldwyn into slowing down produc- 
tion pending the decision of 
last week. Studios were 
pressed for reasons, preferring to 
give any excuse other’ than 
strike. 

Warners, 


actors 


RKO, Selz- 


Principal, 


company | 


| theatres. 


Com- | 


hard | 


the | 


nick and Me:rro all ducked starting | 
pictures. Metro, with a convention 
of its sales staff on hand had the 


only legitimate reason and the strike 
put a crimp in the pep talks 
Most cheerful news the strikers 


| got from this source was Al Licht- 


man's plea for higher tariffs at the 
b.o. Many figured that to mean 
that the raises demanded would be 
granted and passed on to the peas- 
antry. 

Two 
yesterday 


start 
were 


scheduled to 
at 20th-Fox, 


pictures, 
(Mon.) 


| postponed pending outcome of strike 


discussions 
Films are ‘Lancer 


and Woolly.’ 


Spy’ and ‘Wild 


new statutes protecting | 


and the bulk of the crit- | 


finger-point- | 


Exclusion From 
Striking Pickets 


May 11. 


Owners of 


Hollywood, 
Independent Theatre 
Southern California last 


issued a statement of 


neutrality 
the Hollywood labor situation and 
asked that independent houses not 


be included in any nationwide thea- 
tre picketing plan, such as that sug- 
gested by the Federated Motion Pic- 
ture Crafts. 

President Jack Y. 
out that ‘the producers have no in- 
terest in the operation of any inde- 
pendent theatre in this territory and 
therefore the independent theatres 
should not be in any wise affected 
by this controversy.’ 

ITO statement added: ‘We urge 
the striker and the public to appre- 
ciate the position of the independent 
We are certain that they 
will not purposely cause needless in- 
jury to the innocent bystander in 
this regrettable controversy.’ 

Circuit operators appeared to take 
the attitude that the picketing issue 
will be dealt with when and if the 
contingency arises. 


Berman pointed 


| any 


| 





. 
St. Louis, May 11 
J. J. Rubens, g.m. of Paramount- 
Great Lakes, subsid of B.&K. of Chi- 
cago, and John Balaban, have started 





Friday (7) | 
. | to interest him in the Harry 
in | 


| and 


negotiations for acquiring or erecting 
houses in St. Louis. Pair made a 
recent tour through the territory. 

& Marco have a virtual 
monopoly on theatre operation in 
downtown St. Louis, controlling four 
of the town’s five deluxers, and the 
St. Louis Amusement Co. operates 
the biggest string of nabes. Between 


Fanchon 


‘em they have staved off invasions 
by other outfits for some years, but 
dope is that Rubens and Balaban are 


determined to move in. 


Plans call for Par-Great Lakes to 
£0 into Belleville, Wood River, East 
St. Louis, Edwardsville, Centralia 
several other spots in the South- 
ern Illinois coal and corn belt. Area 
is now controlled by local operators 
and several small indie circuits, 

Chicago, 

Resiynation of A. J. Balaban as 
president of the Balaban Theatre 
Corp. next week will take him com- 
pletely out of the picture as an ace- 
tive member of the firm and, ex- 
cepting for a financial interest in 
three houses, he will take no inter- 
est in it. 

Harry Arthur 
with Balaban 


May ll. 


touch 
trying 
Arthur- 
Fanchon & Marco string in St. Louis, 
without Balaban deciding 


been in 
times, 


has 
several 


success, 


he prefers to step out entirely. At 
the present time he has a small ine 
| terest in Milford, the Urbana Came 
| pus and a quarter interest in the 
Esquire here, 

Resignation means that Sam 


T 


BAND TOGETHER 


Hollywood, May 11, 
Art directors representing major 
studios, including chiefs and = as- 
sistants, formed their own organ- 





Meyers will have to go 


future theatre deals. 


it alone on 


Good if It Works 


Hollywood, May It. 
Leopold Stokowski and Homer G, 
Tasker are working on a mixing 
panel to handle intakes from 15 
microphones at once. 
Device will be used on takes for 
Universal's ‘100 Men and a Girl.’ 
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PAR FLIRTING WITH 


Reps of Majors Expected to Agree "no sncuow IEA AGAIN 


‘On Round Table Discussions with _ Unni pro sto 
MPTOA’s Radio Committee May 18 ms: sss ons tworaay bass 


| June 18, followed by ‘High, Wide and | 
| Handsome’ July 18, and later on ‘An- 
gel,’ or other pictures which suggest | 
roadshow stature. Harry Royster, of | 
| the Par theatre department will han- 
| dle the twice-daily showings under | 
Bob Gillham. 

Present plans are to go into either | 
| the Criterion or Globe in New York, | 
depending on where the best deal 
can be made. Par presently is in the 
former house, with ‘Make Way for 
Tomorrow’ on grind under a per- 
centage arrangement and spending 


close to $15,000 on an ad campaign. 
In addition to a New York run at 
$2.20 top, ‘Souls at Sea’ will go into | 


iol Hala Hospital Scenes Draw Heavy Cuts 
litterhouse’ to From British Censors, Breen Warns 


Detroit, Atlantic City and possibly | , , | 
Bow Laemmile, Jr. “i ox tease so se vow HENIE'S ICE CO. BACK; | state 


will ‘be | Trip of Joe I. Breen to England 


OUTDOORS TOO CHILL): check on censor matters for 


American pictures, as well as Brit- 


Snubbed—And Piqued 


Chicago, May 11. 

Boys on radio row are sore at the boys on film row, the former 
claiming that they’re never invited to the parties given by the latter 
and that their press and exploitation departments belong just as much 
as do gentlemen of the press. Radio boys feel hurt at this oversight, 
claiming that they can do as much to plug visiting celebrities as can 
the dailies, and are often more anxious to do so, 

Also say that they’re quite willing to arrange interviews and even 
build special programs on a moment’s notice, just to attract attention 
to a picture company’s star, but that they’re not going to run after 
anybody to do it. Radio is now too important to crash a party and, 
from now on, unless their press department gets a telegram to come 
to the press party, none of the stations are even going to recognize 
that a glamour girl is in town. 

All three major networks’ men claim it’s not the free drinks; it’s 
the principle of the thing. 
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How About ‘Terrific’? 


Producer-distributor companies are 
reported favorably disposed to a 
conference with the radio committee 
of the Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America at which the highly 
controversial broadcasting issue will 
be discussed and, on their own 
initiative, are preparing to soften 
the complaints of exhibitors against 
stars or films on the air by doing 
everything - possible to curb the 
practice. While some of the pro- 
ducers look askance at radio broad- 
casting, in spite of howling by the 
theatres, the effort to improve film 
sequences or appearances of stars 
on radio is said to be general. 


At the méeting which the MPTOA 
has scheduled for Tuesday (18) at 
the Astor, this move by the pro- 
ducers will undoubtedly be discussed 
pending any possible ultimatums 
later from the exhibitor side attack- 





Hollywood, May 4. 

Press departments are beef- 
ing because the production end 
is muscling in. 

Praisers are asking what 
they are going to use for ad- 
jectives with producers grab- 
bing off ‘Gorgeous’ (Grand Na- 
tional ‘Exclusive’ (Par) and 





























York roadshow pictures 
reached after the arrival from the 











ing the continuance of broadcasting, 
no matter how good the presentation. 


Coast tomorrow (Thursday) of Neil 
F. Agnew. 


As MG Producer 











ish product to be released in this 


, ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) is nearing the Hollywood, May 11. country, brought him back with 
Pinsent a ce’ & Winceen end of its $2 run at the Globe now. Sonja Henie’s new _ ice-skating quite a number of ‘don'ts’ for Ameri- 
chain, is declared to feel that if Hollywood, May 11. starrer, ‘Thin Ice,’ was started at | Can Producets. 


broadcasting by stars and film com- 
panies is to continue under any 
possible compromise, the presenta- 
tion from the radio studios must 
refiect the same care which is taken 
at the studios. Otherwise, it is held, 
a star or picture suffers by being on 
the air, regardless of the fact that 
the mere billing for radio may draw 
fans away from theatres. 


May 18 date set by Vincent is 
tentative and may be changed unless 
major producer-distributors can all 
attend on that date. Representatives 
from home offices are expected at 
the meeting, together with one or 
more persons from .the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers 
America. Will H. Hays will attend if 


& Distributors of 


Carl Laemmle, Jr.’s first film un- | 
der his one-year producing agree- 
ment with Metro will be ‘The Amaz- 
ing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ with James 
Whale directing. 
William Powell probably will be} 
spotted in the lead, although he has | Hollywood, May 11. 
told the Studio he wants a few! Universal went on a title-changing 
months off for rest, his eyes bother-| spree last week, hanging new tags 
ing him of late. |on eight pictures. 

Work is scheduled to begin late| ‘Night Patrol’ becomes ‘Midnight 
in August. Laemmle’s contract be-| Raiders,’ ‘Heather of the High Hand’ 
comes effective June 1. He is in New| is ‘The Lady Fights Back,’ ‘Wash- 
York presently. ington Correspondence’ switched to 


STOP ORDER ISSUED ‘Mightier Than the Sword, ‘Syn- 


U Passes Out New Tags 








thetic Gentleman’ is released as ‘A 
Welcome Impostor,’ ‘Man Who Cried 


In Eight-Picture Shuffle | 


20th-Fox studio last Thursday (13) 
after an attempt to obtain outdoor 
shots at Rainier National Park 
flivved due to bad weather. 
Company sent Miss 
| Tyrone Power to Rainier with sup- 





| port, camera crew, and director, but 


| no footage resulted. Effects will be 
made with process shots. 


AT&T, ERPI Cleared 
In Anti-Trust Suit; 











Henie and 


Dragged on Since 32 


his proposed trip to California does 
not conflict. He has been planning to 
go west several weeks now, but no 
departure date has yet been set. 


Vincent’s committee, including 
Arthur Lockwood, Sam Pinanski and 
Lewen Pizor, planned the meeting 
with members of major producer- 
distributors as a first step preliminary 
to a round-table conference to which 
exhibitor leaders and radio broad- 
casting executives are expected to be 
invited. Original plan of the com- 
mittee to poll exhibitors of all 
classes throughout the country may 
be d:_pped because of the cost and 





Washington, May 11. 

Stop order was issued today 
against Condor Picts. by the Securi- 
ties and Exchange commission. Body 
upheld the original information filed 
about two weeks ago, in which it 
was charged that Condor omitted 
necessary facts and gave a mislead- 
ing appearance in explaining ar- 
rangements for studio space on the 
Coast. Company is seeking regis- 
tration for about $1,400,000 worth 
of stock. 

Apparently amendments to the or- 
iginal registration plea made by Con- 











BY SEC VS. CONDOR | ‘A: Before Better ‘Than Before’ “Yes. 


Wilmington, May 11. 
Federal court for the district of 
Delaware, through Judge Nields, has 
‘ handed down a decree in the anti- 
trust suits instituted by General 
Talking Pictures Corp., and Duovac 
Radio Corp. against the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., Western 
Electric and _ Electrical Research 
Products whereby the defendants 
were cleared. As indicated by his 
earlier opinion, Judge Nields now 
vara : : has formally dismissed charges 
hoe pred 0 game Walch will be against a hb & T. and Western 
On the Coast, Spitz will check in Electric and has denied the ss 
with Sam J. Briskin, studio chief, on| ion sought against ERPI. GTP is 
production conditions. expected to appeal from the decision. 


terday’s Kisses’; ‘New Orleans,’ ‘To- | 
night We Laugh,” and ‘Scoop,’ ‘That's | 
My Story.’ 





Spitz to Coast 


Leo Spitz, president of RKO, will 
be leaving for the Coast at the close 
of this week or early next week, 
preparatory to his company’s an- 





time required, although in exhibitor 
circles it is felt that a cross-section 
of theatre operating opinion is 














dor failed to give the full and com- 
plete information sought on rental 





























Court merely retains jurisdiction 
in case ERPI should later try to 











Bulletin sent out by Breen to the 
members of the Hays organization 
warned them that the British Board 
of Film censors had imposed strin- 
gent new regulations against the 
showing of sordid sickness or scenes 
of surgical operations in pictures. 

As a result of this mandate several 
recent American and British pictures 
having scenes of this type have been 
severely cut by the British censors. 
In one case the bulletin narrates 
that deep incissions were made in a 
picture in which experimentation on 
a monkey was. depicted. These 
scenes were deleted because the 
British Board wanted to avoid show- 
ing of scenes dealing with vivisec- 
tion or the use of animals for medi- 
cal research, as this is a highly con- 
troversial subject over there. 

In another picture the dramatic 
climax was ruined through the de- 
letion of an operation on a child. 
Cuts in this deletion were deep, with 
only brief flashes allowed to skip 
over the situation. 

Local studios have been advised 
that in all future productions, for 
safety’s sake, where sickness and 
operation sequences are written into 
the scripts and shot, these scenes 
should be made and the picture cut 
in such a way that elimination of 
the scenes by the British censors 
will not spoil the dramatic values 
of the picture for showing abroad. 
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Agreement with 20th-Fox is re- 
ported to be that Cullman is to go 
along with the theatre after it has 
been turned over to 20th, to the ex- 
clusion of the Skouras Bros., who 
are the Fox theatre operators. 

Cullman came from politics and 
the Port Authority administration in 
New York to take over the Roxy 
as its receiver about four years ago. 





WHO WANTS TO BUY? 
Hollywood, May 11. 
Universal would like to sell its 
rights to ‘Delay in the Sun,’ Anthony 
Thorne novel written against the 
background of the war in Spain. 
Picture recently was rubbed off 
Robert Presnell’s production slate. 





may be used to hypo a film’s timeliness. 

Already cashing in plenty on the pic’s treatment of royalty in general 
and the Coronation in particular, Warners obviously went to town to 
punch home the point. Long sequence near the close of the program 
portrayed the ceremonies of a Coronation, working in an impressive 
amount of background, color and vital functions of the crowning. 

While that portion of the session may not have conformed to the usual 
entertainment standards, it seemed like extraordinary showmanship un- 
der the circumstances. The very fact that the whole Coronation sequence 
lost much of its punch because the visual aspect of it was missing may 
have reacted to impel dialers to see what they had previously only heard. 

Otherwise, ‘Prince and the Pauper’ was well up to normal ‘Hotel’ drama- 
tization levels. Story has the weakness (from a radio viewpoint) of two 
main characters who are remarkably alike. That fact, confusing on the 
screen, is doubly so via ether. But Billy and Bobby Mauch carried it off 
as well as could be expected. And they managed to instill conviction into 
their characterizations. 

Errol Flynn again demonstrated his radio personality and the scripting 
brought out the punchy qualities of the yarn. 

Via radio, ‘Prince and the Pauper’ has suspense, excitement and reality. 


What is more important, it may contribute to public interest and curi- 
osity in the film. 


They regard it as distinctly bullish 
two ways. First is that it shows the 
cinema-makers have the necessary 
coin to gather their sales forces in 
Hollywood. Secondly, they feel that 
the visit to the studios will have 
a great advantage in instilling un- 
usual enthusiasm on behalf of new 
season product, thus making for bet- 
ter sales effort and biz. 

With industry executives, they feel 
that a visit to the Hollywood plants 
where their company creates the 
screen fare does wonders for a sales 
staff. Only reason that the picture 
companies in the past four or five 
years have not gone for the Coast 
trip idea is that they haven't had 
enough extra coin laying around. 
Estimate is that the Coast conven- 
tions are costing each of the seven 
or more companies $150,000 to 
$200,000. 








Lady,’ intended as Ginger Rogers’ 
initial solo starrer, for at least four 
months and assigned the actress to 
support Katharine Hepburn in ‘Stage 
Door.’ Illness of James Stewart was 
cited by the studio as the reason for 
the change in plans. 

George Stevens transfers from 
“Vivacious Lady’ to direct ‘A Damsel 
in Distress,’ Fred Astaire solo. 





Sheehan’s in Town 


Winfield Sheehan is in town. 
There’s a possibility of his going 
with United Artists. Sheehan is ot 
commenting, and all indications are 
that plans as to his future are "0! 
yet definite. 

Only a few weeks ago, Sheehan * 
name was linked with Univers: 
That seems to be off now. 
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‘New Warning on 








tn seating capacity, follows: 
City Population 
New York. ..cccecees 6,930,446 
CHICAZO .ccccccccece -3510,400 
Philadelphia ........ 1,950,961 
TORETORE ce veasanccece 4,408,000 
Los Angeles ...... «- 1,238,048 
Cleveland .....ccccee 1,194,989 
St. LOUIS waccececece 821,960 
Baltimore cesccscece 804,874 
TUGTN 5 ceed eccesce 781,188 
SUNRIPINEL «4.4 014.008 0 669,817 
San Francisco ....e. 634,394 
Milwaukee ....cccce 578,249 
TGIG: IN. Ke 6ovcce 573,076 
Washington ....... e 486,869 
Minneapolis .ecesers 464,356 
New Orleans ......+. 458,762 
te 451,160 
Newark, N. Ji... cc 442,337 
Kansas City, Mo. .. 399,746 
SORE |g bn-4 00-40 wes ‘ 365,583 
Indianapolis ...... 0 364,161 
Rochester, N. Y...e.« 328,132 
wereey CI ccssccce 316,716 
Louisville sevesene 307,745 
Portland, Ore. c.cece 301,815 
PEON. 0 64 006004006 292,352 
Toledo errr reer 290,718 
Columbus ccccccccce 290,564 
BOOVOE. 4050669404060 287,861 
"“Oakiand, Cal, .cccce 284,063 
es WOU eccceccecons 271,606 
PRIOR ccc ctccecece 270,366 
Dallas sWeebeeeee 260,475 
Birmingham .eceeees 259,678 
meron, GT, eectccecs 255,040 
eee eee ee 253,145 
Providence, R. I. ... 252,981 
San Antonio ...cece 231,542 
MED égautesscseee 214,006 
BPEMOUNG sccedeccuce 209,326 
eres, Ge éaccseees 200,982 





Ratio of 
Seating Population 
Theatres Capacity to Seats 
617 775,393 8.9 
323 334,549 10.1 
206 220,461 8.8 
180 176,373 9.7 
186 176,462 7.0 
113 126,915 9.4 
97 99,304 8.3 
90 74,038 10.9 
74 99,210 7.9 
83 66,661 10.0 
76 84,856 fp 
79 80,706 71.2 
67 64,078 8.9 
54 47,043 10.3 
62 50,788 9.1 
54 52,056 8.8 
61 48,183 9.4 
53 62,557 y 
65 60,452 6.6 
46 40,063 9.1 
57 46,092 7.9 
33 38,741 8.5 
20 31,473 10.1 
36 33,989 9.1 
50 40,888 7.4 
24 24,483 11.9 
28 29,339 9.9 
54 39,218 7.4 
41 38,857 7.4 
36 44,462 6.4 
36 26,217 10.4 
30 26,557 10.2 
36 30,431 8.6 
19 14,778 17.6 
30 22,778 11.2 
27 25,621 9.9 
18 25,148 10.1 
17 21,781 10.6 
30 23,891 9.0 
32 28,623 73 
29 21,257 9.5 





Producers Draw 


Navy Regulations 


Hollywood, May 11. 


Naval Department in a_ special 
bulletin forwarded to Joe Breen has 
warned the producers as to the con- 
ditions which must be met in order 
to assure naval co-operation in the 
making of pictures. 

Attention of major studios is re- 
called to paragraph II of the bulle- 
tin which says: ‘In each case where 
the Navy co-operates in the produc- 
tion of a motion picture play the 
finished production, together with all 
exposed film, must be delivered to 
the Navy Department for final ap- 
proval of scenes, dialog and titles 
before it is released for any public 
showing, and the producer must 
agree not to use or permit to be used 
in any other motion picture play 
any Naval scene made with this co- 
operation until the scenario and fin- 
ished production of such other pic- 
ture has been approved by the De- 
partment.’ 

This regulation, the Navy pointed 
out, applies in particular to pictures 
made without actual Naval co-opera- | 
tion, but which contain stock or | 
library shots made with Naval ap- | 
Proval and co-operation. 


New Gov’t 4-Reeler 


Washington, May 11. 
New government film, showing 
Construction of the Boulder dam. 
from the day when engineers first 
went to work on the huge project, is 
being readied for distribution by the 
Bureau of Reclamation. | 
Cheered by the success of its first 
Propaganda pic, ‘The Plow That | 
Broke the Plains,’ Reclamation will 
offer both sound and silent versions | 
of the new four-reeler. Number of | 
Prints from the official n2gative will | 
€ made available for loan to educa- 
tional institutions, civic organiza- 
tions, other groups and theatres also. 




















HAPPY DAYS, ETC. 


Increases Handed Around 
At Par H. O. 





Wage 





Barney Balaban economy program 
in Paramount, instituted late last 
summer when Balaban’ became 
president, has now achieved its pur- 
pose, with Par in a greatly-im- 
proved position and wage increases 
are starting. First boosts were re- 
ceived yesterday (Tues.), pay-day at 
the Par h.o. 


Salary raises are expected to be- 
come general, but be applied mostly 
to people in the lower brackets, in- 
cluding secretaries, stenographers, 
clerks, accountants, etc. They range 
up to $10. These people, together 
with those earning higher salaries, 
were severely cut several times on 
top of the depression and, with rare 
exceptions, never got any of the cuts 
back. 


Coincident with the granting of in- 
creases, it is expected that staffs will 
be increased where justified since, 
under the Balaban policy, all de- 
partments were held down to an 
operating minimum. 





Quimby Preps Briefs 





Hollywood, May 11. 


Fred Quimby expects to start pro- 
duction around Aug. 1 on his in- 
itial Technicolor short for Metro, 
first of 13 which he will make for 
the 1937-38 program, replacing 
the Harman-Ising color. cartoons. 
Quimby, Metro short subject chief, 
is negotiating for rights to ‘Captain 
and the Kids,’ color comic now be- 
ing released to 280 Sunday news- 
papers. 

First of the new series is due to 
be released around Nov. 1. Har- 


man-Ising will deliver 14 more by | 


the end of October to close out its 
Metro deal. 





Auster Back to Coast 


Islin Auster, of the Joseph I. Breen 


tion office, visited for several days 
in New York last week. 

Trip east was not on official busi- 
ness connected with his Haysian di- 
vision, it was stated at Hays office. 
Auster was here to testify in the 
WB trial for copyright infringement 
on ‘Mayor of Hell.’ 


607, PIX BIZ 


Cities and Seating 


List of cities. with population of 200,000 or more, together with 
statistics including number of theatres, seats and ratio of population 


. 








| are overseated and others 





| able seats, in 93 cities. 


— | again, 
West Coast production administra- 





STATIOT IG onOW 
CENTRALIZATION 


Over-Seating and Underseat- 





ing Studied—214% of 3,-. 


734 Communities Having 
Cinemas Provide More 


Than Half the Coin 


N. Y. SEATING OKAY 


Sixty percent of the box office in- 
come and film rentals of 
theatres in the United States is con- 


centrated in 93 cities having a popu- | 


lation in excess of 100,000 people. 
Thus only 214% 
munities of the country 
film houses supply about 60% of the 
total revenue paid to distributors. 


This is revealed in a special com- | 


pilation just completed by the Hays 
organization, showing the popula- 
tion, number of theatres in each, to- 


gether with the total seating capacity 


and ratio of populace to the avail- 
Figures give 
vital statistics on these metropoli., 
including data indicating those which 
which 
verge on being underseated, with the 
corporate city limits, outside draw- 
ing territory and other factors ac- 
counting for the condition in many 
situations. 

Survey shows that New York City, 
with a population of 6,930,446 and 
a total of 617 theatres having a seat- 
ing capacity of 775,393, hits the mean 


; average for the nation in possessing 


a ratio of population to the number 
of seats of 8.9. 
more covered have the same average 
ratio of populace to available seat- 
ing capacity. While the ratio in New 
York, as balanced against the num- 
ber of potential patrons listed inside 
the corporate limits, would indicate 
a tendency towards underseating, 
such a situation does not exist. This 
is because Manhattan has such a vast 
outside populace from which to 
draw. 

Average seating capacity of the- 
atres located in the cities surveyed 
was 1,021. Report showed that these 
93 cities represent 40% of the seat- 
ing capacity in the U. S. or more 
than 4,000,000 of the 10,000,000 seats. 

Miami is tabbed as the most over- 
seated city but it has more theatres 
and seating capacity than the normal 
population can fill because of the 
influx of winter visitors. It’s esti- 
mated that Miamt’s population of 
110,637 is about doubled in winter 
months, which would make it come 
nearer to being underseated. Figures 
reveal that the ratio of population 
to seats there is 5.5. 

Other cities which are rated as 
overseated are mostly those with a 
population of slightly more than 
100,000. Thus, Reading, Penn., with 
111,171 population, has 13 theatres 
and 19,348 seats; Utica, with 101,740 
people, 17 theatres and 17,746 seats; 
and Albany, with 127,412 people, 17 
houses and 21,038 seats. 

Los Angeles 

Los Angeles, which is listed as 
having a percentage of 7.0 popula- 
tion to seats, is considered outright 
overseated. Southern California 
metropolis has city limits which take 
in enough people to leave few out- 
side communities from which to 
draw patronage. It is given 1,238,- 
048 population, with its 186 theatres 
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and seating capacity surpassing De- | 


troit. On the other hand, the 
Michigan city’s ratio is 9.7, tending 
towards being underseated. 

Oakland, Trenton, Kansas City, 
Mo.; San Diego, Hartford, Bridge- 
port, Los Angeles, Newark and Mil- 


waukee are regarded as being in the} 


overseated class. 

San Francisco’s ratio is 7.5. tend- 
ing to indicate overseating. 
the outside 
nearby cities is figured as taking care 
of the surplussage. 


Numerous southern cities are 
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| Dr. Frenke claims, he realized only 


‘March of Time’ Dares That Bugaboo 
Of Ads in Pix; Uses Ciggie Contest 
As B.0. Buildup; May Force Issue 





O. Henry in Person 





Office boy for a film com- 
pany was fired. To get even 
with his boss, the kid swiped 
an inter-office memo and sent 
the Simon Legree a note say- 
ing his services were not 
required after the following 
Friday. Used only an initial for 
Sig. 

After five days of jitters, the 
boss finally discovered the note 
was a hoax and that he was 
being criticized as unfair to the 
boy. So he called the young- 





ster and offered him back the 
old job. 

‘Nothing doing,’ the kid an- 
swered, ‘I’m office boy for your 
boss now and he thinks my gag 
was so good he’s going to teach | 
me to sell films.’ 


Hays Office Ducks 
Opinion on Indies 


9 Old Men’ Prod. 


‘Nine Old Men,” story behind the 
news surrounding the Supreme 
Court justices, written by Drew Pear- 
son and Robert Allen, will be re- 
leased as a State rights feature after 
produced by Condor Pictures. At- 
tempt was made to interest RKO- 
Radio in distributing the feature, but 
it is understood that the company 
deemed it too controversial to justify 
handling. 

Legal representative for the Pear- 
son-Allen writing team submitted 
the script for this story to the Hays 
office production code division. Hay- 
sians returned it without comment, 
claiming that it would have to be 
presented by a film company as its 
property before an opinion could be 
given. 

It was pointed out at the Hays office 
that the PCA has passed on officially 
submitted scripts from other inde- 
pendent companies, even though not 
members of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors Association, 
in the past. But the production code 
division never considers manuscripts 
submitted by individuals because of 
obvious difficulties which might arise 
subsequently or before the script 
actually is set by a producing com- 
pany. 


Frenke Says U Broke 
Pledge, Sues for 1456 


Hollywood, May 11. 


Dr. Eugene Frenke has filed suit 
in Superior Court here against Uni- 
versal for $145,424 based on U’s as- 
serted refusal to go through with a 
contract with him whereby it was to 
share equally in the cost and profits 
of ‘Life Returns.’ Film based on dog |} 
resuscitation experiments conducted 
by Prof. Robert E. Cornish of the 
University of California, 

Owing to U’s decision to recant, 
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$1,583 on his $48,008 investment. He 
is the husband of Anna Sten. 





Glazer’s Par Washup 





Hollywood, May 11. 
Benjamin Glazer will wind up his 








tabulated officially as being under-| two-year associate producer contract | 
| seated, with Birmingham leading the | 


Here and in 
communities in_ the 


way on a ratio of 17.6. 
many other 


south, the large colored population | 


(Continued on page 8) 


at Paramount about the middle of| 
July, after completing ‘Double oi 
Nothing.’ 

Glazer is planning a long vacation 


' in northern Europe. 


That old headache, commercial ad- 
vertising in regular screen releases, 
will be revived and possibly given 
a fresh slant this week when the 
‘March of Time’ delves into the in- 
tricacies of the current prize contest 
craze in the U. S. While the general 
treatment in this issue will be to 
show that American industrial firms 
have been alert to the possibilities 
of cashing in on the gambling in- 
stinct of the American public by giv- 
ing away something like $12,000,000 
in cash prizes in the past year, it 
will concentrate to a great extent on 
the Old Gold picture prize contest, 
which to date has nearly 4,000,000 
entries, it is claimed. 

Although the name of the tobacco 
firm is not specifically mentioned, 
numerous details and vital facts of 


| the contest are included in the clip. 


Other factors have also been ar- 
ranged to make it clear that the 
reel editors intended not only to 
take advantage of the contest’s pop- 
uarity but to make it an obvious 
medium for exhibitors to arrange 
tie-ups which e9uld not help but 
ring in the cefgarette and brand 
name, 

Industry spokesmen envision the 
‘March of Time‘ as taking the bull 
by the horns in this matter. Ad- 
mittedly done in this reel as a mat- 
ter of e-:periment, it is understood 
the producers feel that any intro- 
duction of a screen ad slant is justi- 
fied by what has been done for ex- 
hibitors in potential exploitation 
possibilities. Thus, the release date 
is the day before’the contest closes, 
With winners not expected to be 
known for months, reel execs esti- 
mate that the good play-date pos- 
sibilities will have been exhausted 
by that time. They estimate that at 
least 25% of the some 4,000,000 con- 
testants will be interested. 

With Haysians indicating recently 
that the ‘March of Time’ comes 
under the organization’s jurisdiction, 
because released by RKO-Radio, a 
member company, this may produce 
a definite showdown on the question 
of whether the once-a-month release 
is a newsreel or an outright short 
subject. If placed in the latter classi- 
fication, it would pass through the 
eastern code administration office of 
the Motion Picture Producers & Dise« 
tributors Association. As a newsreel, 
it would not, 


COWDIN NIXES 
ROGERS ‘MYTH 


Hollywood, May 11. 

At a dinner tendered to 50 Unl- 
versal department heads, J. Cheever 
Cowdin, board chairman, quashed 
rumors of dissatisfaction with 
Charles R. Rogers, executive produc- 
er. Boss stated that Universal has 
the utmost confidence in Rogers’ 
ability to operate the plant and that 
no change was ever considered, 

In dissipating the myth Cowdin 
stated that: ‘Rumors printed and 
circulated that other men in the pic- 
ture industry had been offered the 
post of executive producer for Uni- 
versal are not true.’ 

Cowdin further said: ‘No consid- 
eration has been given to a change 
in the post and neither I nor my 
associates have had any conversa- 
tions or negotiations with any one 
directly or indirectly with that end 
in view.’ 


Jack Cohn to Coast 

Jack Cohn, vice-president of Co- 
lumbia Picts., is due to hop for the 
Coast shortly for confabs with his 
brother, Harry Cohn, company 
president. 

Not certain how long he will lin- 
ger there. 
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Open Season on Alibis in L. A. 
Dance’ Fair $23,300, 2 Spots, 
‘Night’ Falls, 23 G, ‘Internes, 13 G 








Los Angeles, May 11. 

Trade pretty spotty at the first 
runs, with managers trying to figure 
out alibis. Grosses on current week 
are considerably below previous | 
week’s takes and outlook isn’t any 
too bright for the next couple of 
stanzas. 

‘Night Must Fall,’ new Robert 
Montgomery opus, is disappointment 
at the day-date State and Chinese, 
while Radio’s ‘Shall We Dance,’ with 
the popular Astaire-Ginger Rogers 
combo, is not living up to expecta- 
tions. 

Town’s only two-a-day attraction, 
‘Lost Horizon,’ goes into 10th week, 
with about two more likely before 
the windup. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55-75)—‘Night Must Fall’ (MG) and 
‘Way Out West’ (MG), dual. Just 
fair trade at $10,000, but expected in 
view of conditions generally. Last 
week, “Wake Up and Live’ (20th) 
and ‘Song of the City’ (MG), fared a 
little better but no rave at $11,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Mountain Justice’ (FN) and 
‘Melody for Two’ (WB), dual. This 
combo will have to be satisfied with 
slim $5,000. Last week, ‘Woman 
Chases Man’ (UA) and “Men In 
Exile’ (FN), weak, $5,600. 


Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-1,10- 
1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col.) (9th 
week). Nearing end of its run. Last 


week, eighth, finished with $5,700, 
satisfactory. 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Mountain Justice) (FN) and 
‘Melody for Two’ (WB), dual. Do- 
ing a little better than its day-dater 
(Downtown), but none too forte at 
$5,000 or bit over. Last week, 
“Woman Chases Man’ (UA) and ‘Men 
In Exile’ (FN), okay $7,400. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO). Off with 
rest of town, but okay at around 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Woman I Love’ 
(RKO) and ‘Too Many Wives’ 
(RKO), fair $6,200 in eight days. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Internes Money’ (Par) and 
stage show. Couple of previews 
helping pile up fair $13,000 currently. 
Last week, ‘Racketeers in Exile’ 
(Col), with stage show headed by 
ouery Rogers, finished with $14,500, 
good. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55)—‘Shall We 
Dance’ (RKO). Biz below anticipa- 
tions at $11,500. Last week, ‘Too 
Many Wives’ (RKO) and ‘Woman I 
al (RKO), oke for dualer at $7,- 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Night Must Fall’ (MG) and 
“Way Out West’ (MG), dual. Trade 
way off and best in sight is $12,700. 
Last week, ‘Wake Up and Live’ 
(20th) and ‘Song of the City’ (MG), 
below expectations at $15,100, but 
profitable, 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100: 
30-40-55) —‘Wake U and__ Live’ 
(20th) and ‘Song of the City’ (MG), 
dual. On moveover good at $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Star Is Born’ (UA) and 
‘You're in the Army Now’ (GB), 
very good $5,600. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th) and 
‘Song of the City’ (MG), dual. Con- 
tinued first run okay $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Star Is Born’ (UA) and 
You're in Army Now’ (GB), hit 
smash $9,000, best in weeks. 


‘Star’ Mont’l’s Best 
B.0. Bet at $10,000 


Montreal, May 11. 
Only one of the current shows 
looks like big biz-getter, ‘A Star Is 
Born,’ at Palace, heading for $10,000, 
exceptional. ‘Good Earth’ is holding 
up well at His Majesty’s. Balance just 
average. 


Estimates for This Week 


His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50)— 
‘The Good Earth’ (MG) (2d week). 
May touch $6,000 currently, after 
good $6,500 in first week. 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Star Is 
Born’ (UA). This is topnotcher cur- 
rently, pointing to $10,000, very good. 
Last week, ‘Wake Up’ (20th) and 
‘Fair Warning’ (Brit), fair $7,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Prince 
and Pauper’ (WB). Not likely to 
be much over $6,500, fair. Last 
week, ‘Way Out West’ (MG) and 
“Song of City’ (MG), average $6.000. 

Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200; 50)— 
‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ (UA) 
and ‘Girl from Scotland Yard’ (Col), 
dual, with vaude. Will drop to $10,- 
000 currently, fair. Last week, Cab 
Calloway band plus ‘Melody for Two’ 
(WB) and ‘Penrod and Sam’ (Rep), 
$15.000, very good. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—‘Ele- 
phant Boy’ (UA) and ‘This’ll Make 
You Whistle’ (Brit.). Won’t run to 








, 


| (600; 50)—‘Marius et Fanny.’ 


much more than $5,500, good enough. | 
Last week, ‘Man of Affairs’ (Brit.) 
and ‘When Love Is Young’ (Col), 
$4,500, fair. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
They 
do not look for more than $1,200, 
poor, on this reissue. Last week, 
third repeat of ‘Koenigsmark ), $1,000, | 
fair. 
St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) | 
—‘Le Fils du Sheikh’ and ‘Les ju- 
meaux de Brighton.’ Should pick 
gross up to $5,000, good. Last week, 
‘Menilmontant’ and ‘La Peau d’un 
autre,’ fair $4,500. 











BUFF. BLAH; 
CAFE OK 146 


Buffalo, May 11. 
‘Cafe Metropole’ is showing high 
heels at the Buffalo this week. Else- 
where current period looks like an |} 
off stanza, 


Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th). Got good re- 
views and doing snappy business for 
around $14,000. Last week, ‘History 
Made Night’ (UA), slipped to only 
fair $11,400, 

Century 





(Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Poker Flat’ (RKO) and ‘Midnight 
Court’ (WB). Looks about average 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Murder College’ 
(Par) and ‘Logger’ (RKO), okay 
$6,900. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
—‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB). De- 
veloping strength and may do nice 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ (MG), about-as expected at 


so-so $8,400. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)— 
‘Family Affair’ (MG) and ‘Secre- 


tary’ (WB). Average takings at $7,- 
000. Last week, ‘Wake Up and Live’ 
(20th) (2nd week), very nice $7,300. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Glamour’ (Col) and ‘Find the Wit- 
ness’ (Col). Satisfactory takings at 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Silent Barriers’ 
(GB) and ‘Happy Go Lucky’ (Rep), 
so-so $6,000. 


‘DANCE’ HOT IN PROV. 


‘Prince, 








Astaire-Rogers, $10,500; 
Pauper’ Fair $9,000 





Providence, May 11, 


Only one main stem house looks 
set for good business, and that’s the 


1st Runs on Broadway 
(Subject te Change) 





Week of May 14 

Astor—‘Captains Courageous 
(MG) (11). 

Capitol—‘They Gave Him a 
Gun’ (MG) (13), 

Central—‘2312 Hours Leave’ 
(GN) (15). 

Criterion — ‘Make Way for 
Tomorrow’ (Par) (2d wk). 


Globe—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
(llth wk.). 

Music Hall—‘Shall We Dance’ 
(RKO) (13). 

Paramount —‘Internes Can't 
Take Money’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto—‘M ountain Justice’ 
(WB) (12). 

Rivoli—‘Cafe Metropole’ 
(UA) (3d wk). 

Roxy——‘Talk About the Devil’ 
(GB). 

Strand — ‘Prince and the 


Pauper’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Week of May 21 


Astor—‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) (2d wk). 

Capitol—‘They Gave Him a 
Gun’ (MG) (2d wk). 

Central—‘Charlie Chan at the 
Olympics’ (20th) (22). 

Globe—‘Lost Horizon’ 
(12th wk). 

Music Hall—‘Shall We Dance’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). 


(Col) 


| outs either. 





v 


The Duke’ Readying 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Republic has assigned Adele Buf- 
fington to write the screenplay of 
‘The Duke Comes Back,’ novel by | 
Lucian Cary. 

Miss Buffington recently completed 
adaptation of ‘She Didn’t Want a 
Sheik,’ 
same studio, 


NO FLOPS, NO 











her own original, for the | 


HITS IN WASH. 





Washington, May 11. 

No flops this week, but no stand- 
Capitol is 
scant margin with highly ballied 
eastern premiere of ‘Woman Chases 
Man,’ but pic hasn’t the names to 
overshadow ‘A Star Is Born’ and 
‘Shall We Dance,’ bowing in same 
time. 

Belasco continuing to go after the 
sensational trade with ‘Girls’ 
Cops let it alone and critics called it 
more amusing than naughty. but 
buildup should put it across well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60)— 
‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) and 
vaude. Plenty bally about eastern 





Paramount— ‘Turn Off the 
Moon’ (Par). (9). 

Rialto — ‘Nobody’s Baby’ 
(MG) (9). 

Rivoli—‘Dreaming Lips’ (UA) 
(19). 

Roxy—‘As Good as Married’ 
(U). 


Strand—‘Kid Galahad’ (WB). 














Albee with ‘Shall We Dance.’ Other 
spots just so-so, 
Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,000: 25-35-50)—‘Hospital 
Mystery’ (20th) and vaude. Oppo- 
sish and spring weather combining to 
keep things down, but at that house 
is anticipating $7,500, fair. Last 
week ‘That I May Live’ (20th), fair 
$7,500. 

Loew’s State (3.200: 25-35-50)— 
‘Star Is orn’ (20th) and ‘Racketeers 
in Exile’ (Col) (2d wk). Pace is so- 
so; probably $8,000, fair. First week 
was great at $15,600. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB). Slow in 
getting started, but gaining momen- 
tum and should get at least $9,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Wake Up and Live’ 
(20th) and ‘Charlie Chan at Olym- 
pics’ (20th), $10,000, good. 

RKO Albee (2,300; 25-35-50)— 
‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO). House 
looks for $10,500, big. Last week 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Poker Flat’ 
(RKO), so-so $6,300. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Let’s Get Married’ (Col) and 
‘Promise to Pay’ (Col). Poor $6,500 
at best. Last week ‘King of Gam- 
blers’ (Par) and ‘Back Stage’ (GB), 
$6,500, poor. 





Hotel Strike Dents Frisco 





But Powell-Young Gocd for $18,000; ‘Star’ 
Bright $10,000 in H.O. 





San Francisco, May 11. 

Hotel strike has crimped biz con- 
siderably, causing some of the houses 
on the main stem to hit figures far 
below expectations. Strike came just 
at time when Frisco is in the throes 
of preparations for eight-day fiesta 
to commemorate the completion of 
its second big bridge. The first runs 
had also just tacked on 15c. to the 
tariff at night. 

‘Cafe Metropole’ looks like the best 
biz getter this week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55)—‘Cafe 
Metropoie’ (20th) and ‘Mountain 
Justice’ (WB). This is better than 
the usual double bills on Market 
Street. Expect around $18,000, which 
is swell considering that biz is off 
all over, due to hotel strike and good 
weather. Last week, ‘Wake Up and 
Live’ (20th) and ‘Song of the City’ 
(MG) (2d week), good $12,000. 

Geary (Lurie) (1,200; 50-75-$1- 
$1.50)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (11th 
week). With tourist trade nicked by 
the strike, closing date has been 
posted. ‘Captains Courageous’ (Metro) 
opens roadshow May 18. Last week, 
10th for ‘Horizon,’ was so-so $5,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-55) 
—You Can’t Buy Luck’ (RKO) and 
Olsen and Johnson in person. Stage 
show solely responsible for fair 
$18,000 expected. Last week, second 
for ‘Woman I Love’ (RKO), nose- 
dived to slim $10,000 





Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 40-55)— 





‘Oh, Doctor’ (U), and ‘Let Them 
Live’ (U). So-so $6,000. Last week, 
‘Let’s Get Married’ (Col) and ‘Night 
Key’ (U), weak $6,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 35-55) 
—Wake Up and Live’ (20th) and 
‘Song of City’ (MG) (3d week). Pair 
moved over from Fox after two 
weeks at that 5,000-seater. Lucky to 
get $8,000, poor, on ‘Wake Up,’ which 
was pretty well milked up the street. 
Last week, ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and 
‘That I May Live’ (20th) anything 
but a hit at $11,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,400; 35-55)— 
‘Call It a Day’ (WB) and ‘Midnight 
Taxi’ (20th) (2d week). After almost 
hitting the low bell at the Warfield, 
this pair moved over to the St. Fran- 
cis for some unexplicable reason. 
Lucky to do $4,500, weak. Last week, 
‘Good Old Soak’ (MG) and ‘Doc- 
tor’s Diary’ (Par), $5,500, fair. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 35- 
55)—Star Is Born’ (UA) (2d week). 
Pic looks like the hit of the year 
here. Women are going for it in a 
big way and pic also is a click with 
the males. Second week exception- 
ally strong at $10,000. First week 
was big $11,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,500; 35-55)— 
‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB) and ‘Fair 
Warning’ (20th). Booking of ‘Prince’ 
very timely in view of the Corona- 
tion, but costume pictures have al- 
ways been a lemon here, so good 
$14,000 will be tops. Last week. ‘Call 
It a Day’ (WB) and ‘Midnight Taxi’ 
(20th), $9,000, very poor. 


| premiere couldn’t overcome lack of 
names and stiff opposition. Mitchell 


leading by | 





(20th). 
Club.’ | 


Minne. B. 0.'s Nose-Diving; Dance’ 
$11,000, Bette Davis, $6,000, Fair 


Minneapolis, May 11. 

Business is at a very low ebb here, 
Even such high-powered attractions 
as ‘Shall We Dance?’ and ‘Wake Up 
and Live’ cannot get a heavy play. 
One explanation is that general rise 
in prices is degleting pocketbooks 
and leaving less coin to spend on 
luxuries. 

‘Wake Up’ was big disappointment 
at the Minnesota last week, but did 


well enough to warrant a second 
loop canto at the Century. ‘Dance’”’, 
now at the Minnesota, indicates a 
new low mark for an Astaire- 
Rogers’ opus here, though doing 
better than ‘Wake Up.’ 


‘Lost Horizon’ opens a roadshow 
engagement: at the poorly located 
Lyceum Friday (14). 


Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
—‘Parole Racket’ (Col) and ‘Man 
Who Found Himself’ (RKO), dual, 
split with ‘Once a Doctor’ (FN) and 
‘Fair Warning’ (20th), dual. Pretty 
good $1,200 indicated. Last week, 
‘Espionage’ .{(MG)- and ‘Too Many 
Wives’ (RKO), dual, $1,000, fair. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 
25-35-55) —- ‘Wake Up and Live’ 
Moved over from Minne- 
sota for a continuation of its loop 
first-run. Headed for fair $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Call It a Day’ (WB), $4,500, 


| average. 
Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
25-35-55)—’Shall We Dance’ (RKO). 


and Durante, plus Anna May Wong, | 


on stage unable to boost over light 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Personal Prop- 
erty’ (MG), $23,000, nice. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 


Olympics’ (20th), oke $4,000. 


of Morning’ (20th) 
House can thank first ap- 


—Wings 
vaude. 


for satisfactory $17,000. 
‘Mountain of Justice’ 
Roger Pryor behind 
$12,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60— 
‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO). 
Tuesday (4) and far under 


(WB) 
foots, 


and 


past 


less got swell $18,000 and h.o.’s. Last 
week ‘Woman I Love’ (RKO), sickly 
$2,000 on four and half days forced 


holdover. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—‘Man’s 
Here Again’ (WB). Nothing to sell 
but Hugh Herbert and will be con- 
tent with so-so $4,000. Last week 
‘Thunder in City’ (GB), nice $6,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)— 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA). Swell notices, 
good $17,000. Last week ‘Wake Up 
and Live’ (20th), fair $16,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-55) 


—Now and Forever’ (Par) and 
‘Every Night at Eight’ (Par) (re- 
vivals). Maybe oke $2,600. Last 


week ‘Private Worlds’ (Par) and ‘If 


isfactory $2,400. 

Belasco (Indie) (1,100; 25-35-55)— 
‘Girls’ Club’ (Barstein). Sensa- 
tional angle played up and French 
pic ought to see nice $4,000. Last 
week ‘Ecstasy’ (Cummings) (2d run) 
weak $1,000. - 


‘DANCE’ HOT 96, ‘STAR’ 
FAIR $9,500, IN DENVER 


Denver, May 11. 

‘Shall We Dance’ js registering 
strong b. o. at the Orpheum, with 
‘Star Is Born ’doing fair at the Den- 
ver. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
“Wake Up and Live’ (20th), following 
a week at the Denver. Okay for a 
moveover at $3,500. Last week, ‘Hit 
Parade’ (Rep), good $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep), following a week 
at the Aladdin. Just fair $2,500. Last 
week, ‘50 Roads’ (20th), nice $3,000, 
following a week at the Aladdin. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500: 25-35- 
40)—‘King of Gamblers’ (Par). 
so forte at $3,500. Last week. ‘Love 
From Stranger’ (UA), swell $6.500. 

Denver (Fox) 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA) and stage band. 
Not as strong as expected at $9,500. 
fair. Last week, ‘Wake Up and Live’ 
(20th), with Fifi D’Orsay on the 
stage. packed them in to the tune of 
$16,000. Film went to Aladdin for 
second week, while Fifi continued at 
the Tabor, third run, down the 
street. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO). Astaire- 
Rogers combo delivering sock $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Night Fall’ (MG) and 
‘Way Out West’ (MG). good $7,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,000: 25-40)— 
‘Call It Day’ (WB) and ‘That Man’s 
Here Again’ (FN). Good $3.500. Last 
week, ‘Silent Barriers’ (GB) and 
‘Jeeves’ (20th), fair $2,500. 











Not | 


(2,500; 25-35-50 )— | 


‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) (2d run). 
Third week on mainstem heading for 
big $5,000. Last week ‘Chan at} 


Earle (WB) (2,244; 25-35-40-60-70) | 
and | 
|some customers, 
pearance here of Shep Fields’ band | 
Last week | 


Given fine exploitation and advertis- 
ing campaign and highly praised by 
reviewers. Previous Astaire-Rogers’ 
pictures have been: big box-office 
winners here, but this one started 
at snail’s pace. However, should 
build, and may climb to fair $11,000. 


Last week, ‘Wake Up and Live’ 
(20th), $10,000, fair. 
Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 


25-35-40) — ‘Marked Woman’ (FN). 
Exploited as ‘suitable for adults 
only.’ This hint of sensationalism and 
Bette Davis’ b.o. drag bringing in 
but total takings 
not likely to exceed fair $6,000. Last 


week ‘History Made Night’ (UA), 
| $5.500, fair. 
State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 


floppo | 


Opened | UC 
| gaining 
Rogers-Astaire takes, but neverthe- | 








| ‘Accused’ 





40) — ‘Great Guy’ (GN) and ‘Let's 
Get Married’ (Col), dual. Twin bills 
ground here; headed for 
pretty good $3,500. Last week, ‘No- 
body’s Baby’ (MG) and ‘Crack-Up’ 
(20th), dual, $3,000, fair. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25) — ‘En- 
lighten Thy Daughter’ (Elliott). Sex 
film for adults only luring some 
patronage on that score. Looks like 
fair $1,200. Last week, ‘Barbary 
Coast’? (FN) (reissue), $900, fair. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Love News’ (20th). First nabe show- 


ing enroute to good $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Swing High’ (Par), $3,000, 
fair. 


World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-50) 
—Elephant Boy’ (UA). Heavily ad- 
vertised, and may reach fair $1,200. 


I Had Million’ (Par) (revivals), sat-| Last, week, ‘Nine Days a Queen 


(GB), $900, light. 


Bowes’ Ams., Melody’ | 
No Indpls. Panic, $7,500 


Indianapolis, May 11. 

Spring and a circus in town over 
the weekend made the going a little 
tough for the downtown theatres 
‘Shall We Dance’ at the Circle far- 
ing very well, however, and out in 
front of all other first-run spots. 
Nothing startling at the other houses. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25-40) 
—Wake Up and Live’ (20th) (3rd 








week). Final week is in black at 
$3,500. Same picture in_ second 
week did swell $6,000 following 


opening week of $8,500, excellent. 

Circle (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO). While it’s 
about two grand below previous 
Astaire-Rogers pictures, this one is 
swell at $9,500. Last week, dual of 
‘Woman I Love’ (RKO) and ‘Her 
Husband Lies’ (Par), $4,300, mild. 

Indiana (Devine) (3,100; 25-40)— 
(GB) and Count Bern! 
Vici stage revue. Latter stressed in 
ad campaign as first of a series of 
stage shows to be presented at this 
house. Gross not promising at 
$7,500, moderate. Last week, ‘Smash- 
ing the Vice Trust’ (Cap), sex pic. 
dived to $4,600, poor. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,600; 25-40)— 
‘Night Must Fall’ (MG) dualled with 
‘Nobody’s Baby’ (MG). Fairly good 
at $6,000. Last week dual of ‘Old 
Soak’ (MG) and ‘Elephant Boy 
(UA), fairish $5,500. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Melody for Two’ (WB) and Major 
Bowes’ International unit. Latter 
plugged, but is first of seven Bowes 
units to play here that is not click- 
ing; $7,500, so-so. Last week, ‘Nigh! 
Key’ (U) and Fats Waller band ©! 
stage, $10,000, dandy. 
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Strong Pix Hypo Chi Biz; ‘Star’ 
Bright $22,000; ‘Metropole, 326; 
Astaire-Rogers Big 25 Gin H. 0. 








Chicago, April 11. 

There’s a strong line-up of product 
in the loop currently, despite the 
fact that a number of pictures are 
h.o.’s. Especially tops in the hold- 
over line is ‘Shall We Dance?’ which 
turned in a tremendous session on 
its initial week here and world 
premiere, Astaire-Rogers combina- 
tion evidencing continued high 
strength at the b.o. 

Of the newcomers, tops is ‘Star Is 
Born,’ which got away Saturday (8) 
at the United Artists. Also in the 
run line with marked strong appeal 
is ‘Wake Up and Live,’ which goes 
into its fourth week at the Roose- 
velt, and is holding up remarkably. 
‘Maytime’ finally got out of the 
United Artists after establishing a 
long run record for the house, going 
six full weeks. Still in loop, switch- 
ing to Garrick. 

Presence of Eleanore Whitney on 
the stage of the Chicago for three 
days only aided the weekend get- 
away of ‘Cafe Metropole. Town 
once more has a roadshower in ‘Cap- 
tains Courageous’ at the Erlanger, 
and looks for excellent stay. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-45-65-75) 
—King of Gamblers’ (Par). No 


names and figured only for the 
Rialto boys, who like plenty of 
action. Around $5,000, fair. Last 


week, ‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB) 
in second gallop downtown, oke 
$6,300. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) and stage 
show. Louis Armstrong band head- 
lining for full week, with Eleanor 
Whitney, Paramount contract player, 
on for a three-day appearance. Com- 
bination helping the big house of 
the loop to good $32,000. Last week, 
‘Call It a Day’ (WB), managed fair 
enough $26,300. 

Erlanger (1,200; 55-83-$1.10-$1.65) 
—Captains Courageous’ (MG). Two- 
a-dayer opened Sunday night (9) 
and has good advance sale. 

Garrick (B&K) (600; 35-45-55-65- 
75)—‘Maytime’ (MG). Goad here at 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Waikiki’ (Par), 
finally got out of the loop after a 
week at the Chicago and five weeks 
here, closing to fine $5,500. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-55-65 )— 
‘Mountain Justice’ (WB) and vaude. 
Little Jackie Heller topping the 
vaude. Fair $16,000. Last week, 
‘Thunder in City’ (Col), fair $15,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Shall We Dance?’ (RKO) (2d week) 
and vaude. Second starza going for 
$25,000, socko. Last week, $30,000, 
terrific. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-45-55- 
65-75 )—‘Wake Up’ (20th) (4th week). 
Has had remarkable staying power, 
with hardly any drop-off on pace; 
$10,000 currently after fine $12,100 
in third week. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 20-25- 
35-45-55 )—‘Racketeers in Exile’ (Col) 
and vaude. Steady grosses is the 
mark of this house. Again to $13,- 
000, fine. Last week, ‘Espionage’ 
(MG), fine $13,400. 

United Artists (B&K-MG) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Star Is Born’ (UA). 
Looks like one of the biggest coin 
turnouts in the history of the house. 
Started with a wallop and pulling 
socko $22,000 for its initial stanza. 
Last week, ‘Maytime’ (MG), cracked 
long-run record of the house and 
got away with fine $10,800. 





Lincoln Back to Normal 
But ‘Horizon’ N.G. $1,500 


: Lincoln, May 11. 
With roadshows out of the way 
and all houses back to their regu- 
lar runs, pix should do nice business 
current week, 


Estimates for This Week 
viberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 
Espionage’ (MG) plus ‘Mighty’ (U), 
Split with ‘Laughing at Trouble’ 
(20th) plus ‘Old Corral’ (Rep). Good 
$1,000. Last week ‘Ghost Patrol’ 
(Par) plus ‘Clive of India’ (UA), 
Split with ‘Park Avenue Logger’ 
(20th) plus ‘Mary Burns’ (Par), 
ended with neat $900. 
_Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
Old Soak’ (MG). Fair $2,500. Last 
week ‘Top of Town’ (U), little un- 
der average at $2,300. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-20- 
25)—‘Ecstasy’ (Jewel). Doing nice 
$2,700. Last week ‘Good Earth’ 
(MG) at roadshow prices, followed 
by Mrs. Martin Johnson in person 
With ‘Jungle Depths of Borneo,’ built 
up to neat $3,000. 
 >tuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
Mrs. Cheney’ (MG). Will do good 


$3.500. Last week ‘Personal Prop- 
$3,500 (MG) finished strong with 


Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15- 
20-25)—Thunder in City’ (Col). 
Looks weak at about $1,200. Last 
Week ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), not so 
forte, $1,500 at roadshow prices. 





CIRCUS VS. B’KLYN PIX 


Competish Hurts but Muni-Hopkins 
Dual Nifty $16,000 








Brooklyn, May 11. 
Ringling circus in town this week. 
This is first time for show under 
canvas in Ridgewood section, having 
been forced out of Flatbush site be- 
eause of college construction. 
Picture houses in downtown area 
are bucking the outdoor competition, 
with Fabian’s Paramount and RKO 
Albee doing better than average. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (2,500; 25-35-55)—‘Woman I 
Love’ (RKO) and ‘Outcasts of Poker 
Flat’ (RKO), plus the new Dionne 
quint short will give house nifty $16,- 
000. Last week, ‘Our Moments’ (U) 
and ‘Soldier and Lady’ (RKO), $14,- 
500, satisfactory. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘I Promise 
to Pay’ (Col) and ‘Navy Blues’ 
(Rep). Pleasant $16,000 in store for 
this brace. Last week, ‘Song of 
City’ (MG) and ‘Night Key’ (U), got 
weakish $13,000. 

Met (2,400; 25-35-55)—‘Good Old 


Soak’ (MG) and ‘When Love Is 
Young’ (U). Twinners anticipate 
so-so $14,500. Last week ‘Personal 
Property’ (MG) and ‘Girl Over- 


board’ (U), $15,500, okay. 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Swing High’ (Par) and ‘Racketers 
in Exile’ (Col) (24d week). Will hit 
good $15,000. Last week, same pix 
got $21,000, swell. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-55)—‘Romance 
and Riches’ (GN) and ‘Borderland’ 
(Par). Expect nice $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Motor Madness’ (Col) and 
‘Men in Exile’ (WB), $7,000, good. 


Dance Hot 336 — 
In 9 Hub Days; 
‘Horizon’ N.S.H. 


Boston, May 11. 

With ideal foggy weather blanket- 
ing a week-end exodus, most film 
stands are in good shape this week. 
‘Shall We Dance’ is chalking up a 
hefty take at the Memorial; ‘Prince 
and Pauper,’ with stage show, is 
very pleasing at the Met; and ‘Night 
Must Fall’ and ‘Old Soak’ dual very 
good at the Orph and State. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,000; 25-40-55)— 
‘Good as Married’ (U) and ‘Two Wise 
Maids’ (Rep), dual. N.s.h.; about 
$8,000. Last week ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) 
and ‘Outcasts Poker Flat’ (RKO), 
dual, good $10,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40-50) 
—Wake Up’ (20th) (2d run) and 
‘Time Out for Romance’ (20th) (1st 
run), dual. Dandy $7,000 promised. 
Last week ‘50 Roads to Town’ (20th) 
and ‘Silent Barriers’ (GB), dual, so- 
so $5,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55) —‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO). 
First solo in several weeks is raking 
in important coin here. For first 
nine days, about $33,000. Last week, 
four days of ‘Woman I Love’ (RKO) 
and ‘Our Moments’ (U) (2d week), 
fair $8,300. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB) and 
vaude. Very okay at $25,000 clip. 
Last week ‘Mountain Justice’ (WB) 
and stage show, $16,000, poor. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Night Must Fall’ (MG) and 
‘Old Soak’ (MG), dual. Very satis- 
factory $16,000 indicated. Last week 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG), at pop 
prices, $10,000, poor. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
55)—'Wake Up’ (20th) (2nd run) and 
‘Time Out for Romance’ (20th) (lst 
run), dual. Good $10,000 on the way. 
Last week ‘50 Roads to Town’ (20th) 
and ‘Silent Barriers’ (GB), dual, poor 
$6.000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700: 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ (Par) 
(2d run) and ‘Girl From Scotland 
Yard’ (Par) (ist run), dual. Pretty 
good $8,000 or better. Getting some 
overflow from circus at Garden. 
Last week ‘King and Chorus Girl’ 
(WB) and ‘Marked Woman’ (WB) 
(both 2nd run), good $8,200. _ 

Shubert (Col) (1,590; 55-85-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (5th 
wk). Last week (4th), roadshow 
slipped to $6,500. Disappoining run 
at roadshow prices. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50)— 
‘Old Soak’ (MG) and ‘Night Must 
Fall’ (MG), dual. Healthy combo for 
this area, headed for about $13.000. 
Last week ‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG), 
poor $8,000, 











That Brit. Influence 





Arthur Loew, head of M-G's 
foreign department, being a 
traveled gent, has figured out 
that what is needed for a full 
day’s efficiency, is a mid-after- 
noon break. With that in mind 
he has ordered tea and trim- 
mings served to the entire for- 
eign de’pt personnel every aft - 
ernoon at four. 

Loew’s paying for it himself. 


HORIZON ONLY 
FAIR $10,500 
IN CLEVE. 


Cleveland, May 11. 


Trade is better than average here 
despite such distractions as roller- 
skating marathon at civic auditori- 
um, pre-season openings of amuse- 
ment parks and general exodus to 
country spots due to June weather. 

At the Palace, ‘Cafe Metropole’ and 
‘Ice Follies’ on transformed stage 
drawing $23,000 or better, largest 
gross at this RKO stand in a coupla 
months. State is on its heels with 
‘Star Is Born,’ only a grand or two 
below, and hold-over of ‘Wake Up 
and Sing’ is okay at Hipp. ‘Lost 
Horizon’s’ road-show run not mak- 
ing any history at legit Hanna, al- 
though fair. 


Estimates for This Week 
Alhambra (Martin Printz) (1,200; 
20-30-35)—‘Top of Town’ (U) (2d 
run). Brief change of policy, but 
fair $2,800. Last week, ‘2342 Hours 
Leave’ (GN) and ‘Mama Steps Out’ 
(MG), dual, $2,000, so-so. 














Allen (RKO) = (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘Night Key’ (U). Good enough at 
$6,000. Last week ‘Promise to Pay’ 


(Col) picked up 
got $7,500, smart. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15- 
35)—‘History Made Night’ (UA) (2d 
run), A precedent for this nabe 
spot, held over for total of fifteen 
days for grand biz. Second eight 
days perhaps $3,000, nice. First 
week, $3,400, good. Going back to 
duals Thursday (13) with “Broken 
Blossoms’ (Imp) and ‘High Hat’ 
(Imp). 

Hanna (Carl Hanna) (1,435; 55- 
$1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (2d 
wk.). Second stanza of road-show 
run in legit house slowing down 
considerably. Last week, first, 
$10,500, only fair. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-40)— 
‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th) (2d wk.). 
Still banging along on h.o., the first 
of the season here; $14,500, fine. 
Opening week of $19,000 was very 


ig. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-75)— 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) and ‘St. 
Moritz Ice Follies’ on stage. Top- 
notch combo, with vaude getting 
novel ballyhoo as pix yanks ‘em in 
to probable tune of $23,000, very 
sweet. Last week, ‘Love Is Young’ 
(U), with vaude headlining Wini 
Shaw and Billy House, skidded pain- 
fully, going under $10,000, poor. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-55)— 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA). Fast sendoff 
in matinee trade, standees in traffic- 
jams over week-end; certain for 
$21,500, excellent. Shrewd and com- 
plete campaign laid down by Bob 
Horter and Milt Harris, including 
two contests. Last week ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ (MG), poor $12,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1.972; 25-35)— 
‘Way Out West’ (MG). Tepid 
Laurel and Hardy pic and ditto in 
biz; $5,000. Last week, ‘Her Hus- 
band Lies’ (Par) $3,500, poor. 


Labor Trouble, Rising 
Prices Boff Port. Biz 


Portland, Ore., May 11. 

Labor disturbances, plus warm 
weather, plus average product bump- 
ing the burg’s grosses this week. 
Rising cost of groceries without 
wage boosts also seriously affecting 
b. o. returns. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40) 
—Prince and Pauper’ (WB) and 
‘Way Out West’ (MG). Delivering 
okay $6,000. Last week, ‘Old Soak’ 
(MG) and ‘Song of City’ (MG), nice 
$7,000 in 11 days. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,400; 
30-40)—‘Love Is Young’ (U) and 
‘Trouble in Morocco’ (Col). Getting 
only poor $2,000. Last week, ‘Poker 
Flat’ (RKO) and ‘Two Wise Maids’ 
(Par), six days only for poor $1,700. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2.000: 30-40)—‘50 Roads’ (20th) and 
‘Charlie Chan’ (20th). Getting good 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Seventh Heaven’ 


in midweek and 











(20th) and ‘Off to Races’ (20th), 
good $7,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3.000: 30-40)—‘King and Chorus 
Girl’ (WB) and ‘Man Found Him- | 
self’ (RKO). 


Weak Pix, H.0s Keep Bway Biz 
Down; ‘Prince’ Hot $40,000; Day’ 
Red $11,000; Ditto Tomorrow, 106 





Sum total of this week’s grosses 
for 12 downtown Broadway houses 
will be the lowest in a long time, 
with this due partly to a few weak 
box office attractions and partly to 


the fact that there are four hold- 
overs. not counting final week for 
‘Good Earth.’ 

Lone new picture with any 


strength is ‘Prince and the Pauper,’ 
at the Strand. It is attracting heav- 
ily and, on the first week ending to- 
night (Wed.), ought to be around 
$40,000, big and naturally holds. 
Second best, but a long ways behind, 
is ‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ at 
the Paramount, with the Xavier 
Cugat-Dixieland Jazz Band combina- 
tion in person. Combo means only 
around $34,000 for the house, but, 
while much lower than recent first 
weeks here, is sufficient profit to go 
another seven days. ‘Turn Off the 
Moon’ and the Ina Ray Hutton band, 
plus Mary Small, who will be held 
over from her current two weeks’ 
stage engagement, is scheduled for 
Wednesday (19). 

Getting no action at all at the 
ticket wickets, ‘Call It a Day’ draws 
the week’s booby prize. Picture will 
not get the Capitol any more than 
about $11,000, very poor. Another 
that isn’t in the running is ‘Make 
Way for Tomorrow.’ Par put this 
one into the Criterion on a run basis 
and spent around $15,000 in adver- 
tising, but on the first week it will 
be a sadly ignored public choice at 
only $10,000. Is being forced into a 
second week, however. 

But for the fact that newsreels of 
the Hindenburg disaster are con- 
ceded to have helped bring more 
people to theatres, business would be 
worse than it is. 

Two of the holdies are three-week- 





‘Horizon 12-Day 
Bloomer in Cincy; 


$8,000 and Out 


Cincinnati, May 11. 

‘Shall We Dance’ at the Palace, 
paced for $17,000, is the burg’s 
brightest mark in recent weeks. ‘Hit 
Parade’ is another winner currently, 
racking up $6,000 for Keith's. 

Road show policy at the Shubert 
came to sudden end Tuesday (11), 
with jerking of ‘Lost Horizon’ on 
12th day of intended two-week stay 
due to feeble returns. House goes 
back to pop. prices tomorrow 
(Wednesday), with ‘Wake Up and 
Live’ in for a run. During regular 
season, Shubert was Cincy’s only 
vaudfilm stand. 


Estimates for This Week 





Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—‘In- 
ternes Can’t Take Money’ (Par), 
Mild $10,000. Last week, ‘Woman 
I Love’ (RKO), $9,500, so-so. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Marked Woman’ (WB) (2d run). 
Fair $4,500. Last week, ‘Personal 
Property’ (MG) (2d run), $5,000, 
good. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 


‘We're in Army’ (GB) and ‘Man Who 
Found Himself’ (RKO), split. Nice 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Gold Racket’ 
(GN) and ‘Breezing Home’ (UV), 
split, $2,500, okay. 

Grand (RKO) 25-40 )— 
‘Good Old Soak’ (MG) (2d run). 
Fair $2,800. Last week, ‘Waikiki 
Wedding’ (Par) (5th wk.), $3,000, 
hefty. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Hit Parade’ (Rep). Swell $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Good Old Soak’ (MG), 
$7,000, best take for some time. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—Her 
Husband Lies’ (Par). Sorry $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Soldier and Lady’ 
(RKO), a no-dicer at $3,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO). Socko 
$17,000, Astaire-Rogers drawing big- 
gest figure for this stand in quite a 
while. Last week, ‘Marked Woman’ 
(WB), $12,000, good. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,200; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.50) —‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Sched- 
uled fortnight’s run halted today 
| (11) at end of 12th day wiih feebie 
| $8,000 for that stretch. ‘Wake Up 
land Live’ (20th) opens Wednesday 
| (12) for a run at the usual pop scale, 


| 35-42 cents. 


(1,200; 





| 
| 





week getting big $4,000. First week 
| got swell $9,000. 

| United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
| 40 \—‘Mountain Justice’ (WB). Fair 
$5.000. Last week, ‘Night Must Fall’ 
‘MG) never got started and closed 


Four days of second! for just fair $4,700, 


|for this time of the year. 





ers, ‘Star Is Born’ at the Music Hall 
and ‘Wake Up and Live’ at the Roxy. 
Both are doing so well on their cur- 
rent third week dates that a fourth 
lap was considered in each case. It 
was knocked out at the Roxy because 
of terms demanded by 20th-Fox for a 
fourth week. 

‘Wake Up’ is very good at $35,000 
this week (3d), while ‘Star’ will be 
equally stout at $80,000 or over. 
Music Hall didn’t make up its mind 


until Monday night (10) to open 
‘Shall We Dance?’ tomorrow 
(Thurs.). ‘Talk of the Devil’ goes 
into the Roxy Friday (14), ‘Cafe 


Metropole,’ finishing its second week 
last night (Tues.) at Rivoli, is hold- 
ing fairly well at $20,000 after an 


initial week's take of $29,800, and 
goes another week. On Wednesday 
(19) house brings in ‘When Thief 
Meets Thief. The Laurel-Hardy 
comedy, ‘Way Out West,’ held so 


well at the Rialto on its first week 
ending Monday (10) that it is being 
held two extra days for a total of 
$11,000 on the nine days, good. 
‘Mountain Justice’ succeeds. 


‘Captains Courageous’ braves the 
arrival of warmer weather and sum- 
mer opposition on a two-a-day run 
at the Astor, inaugurated last night 
(Tues.). ‘Earth’ closed Monday night 
(10) after a very profitable 13% 
weeks’ run. ‘Lost Horizon,’ now in 
llth week, will go out of the two-a- 
day Globe May 26, when the re- 
cently-renewed option by Columbia 
expires. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )—~ 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG). Opened 
last night (Tues.) on a twice-daily 
engagement after a 1342 weeks’ run 
of ‘Good Earth’ (MG). Final week 
for ‘Earth’ was around $8,000, mild. 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 
‘Call It a Day’ (WB). This one very 
sour, only around $11,000, plenty of 
red. Last week, ‘Night Must Fall’ 
(MG), considerably better but not 
good, under $22,000. ‘They Gave 
Him -a Gun’ (MG) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—Make 
Way for Tomorrow’ (Par). Good re- 
views help this one, only around 
$10,000 the first week, poor. Stays 
a second, however, Par’s idea being 
to force it for a run. Last week 
‘Thunder in the City’ (Col) was un- 
der $10,000 on its final nine days 
after a smart $18,000 the week prior. 

Globe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Horizon’ (Col) (llth week). Under 
$9,000 last week (10th), mild, and 
out May 26 when option on house 
held by Columbia runs out. Theatre 
goes back to a grind policy if not 
taken by Par for road-showing of 
‘Souls at Sea.’ 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Woman 
I Love’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘That 
Man’s Here Again’ (WB) (lst run) 
dualed. Doing well and on eight 
days will be $12,000 or close. ‘Sol- 
dier and Lady’ (RKO) (2d run) and 
‘We Have Our Moments’ (U) (lst 
run), very poor $5,700 on six days. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—'‘Internes Can't Take Money’ (Par) 
and Xavier Cugat-Dixieland Jazz 
Band in pit. Under average here, 
but at $34,000 worthy of holdover, 
Last week, third for ‘Swing High’ 
(Par) and the Louis Armstrong 
orchestra, $23,000, good. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—‘Star Is Born’ (UA) 
and stage show (3d week). At $80,- 
000 this week (3d) looked so strong 
that a holdover fourth week was 
considered, but decided against, 
Second week was a sizzling $100,000, 
after a first seven days of $102,000, 
‘Shall We Dance?’ (RKO) bows toe 
morrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Way Out 
West’ (MG) (2d week). Holding 
two extra days for good $11,000 on 
nine days. ‘Mountain Justice’ (WB) 
opens today (Wed.). 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99) —~ 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) (2d week), 
Pretty good grosser, getting possible 
$20,000 this week (2d) and holds 
third. First seven days clocked 
$29,800. ‘When Thief Meets Thief’ 
(UA) is scheduled for May 19. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75)—‘Wake 
Up’ (20th) and stage show (3d 
week). Will get juicy $35,000 this 
week (3d) and was to be held 
fourth stanza but 20th-Fox and 
Roxy couldn’t get together on terms, 
so out tomorrow night (Thurs.) 
with ‘Talk of the Devil’ (GB) in 
Friday (14). Second week fer ‘Wake 
Up’ was a clickful $46,500. 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-74)-—Prince 
and Pauper’ (WB). This is a real 
hit for the Strand finally; probably 
$40,000 first week, smash business 
Holds. 
Final five days on fourth week of 
‘Marked Woman’ (WB), $8,000, o.k. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)— Waikiki 
Wedding’ (Par) (2d run) and N.T.G. 
revue on stage. Business only fair 


to middlin’, around $24,000. Last 
week ‘History Made Night’ (UA) 


(2d run) and vaude headed by Tito 
Guizar and teant of Mitchell and 
Durant, $22,000, 
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Astaire-Rogers Slip 


$18,000 Good: Star H. 0. Big 156 


in Philly, But 








Philadelphia, May 10. 
Considerable activity in a few of 
the downtown film spots. ‘A Star Is 
Born’ is still hitting on all cylinders 
and quite likely to get four weeks 
at the Aldine. House isn’t air-cooled 


and weather will probably decide 
‘Star’s’ stay, but its terrific trade last 
week indicates plenty continued 
strength. 


One block away, the Stanley may 
hand ‘Star’ some hefty competition 
with ‘Shall We Dance,’ although this 
seventh of the Astaire-Rogers pix 
didn’t get off to quite so booming 
a start as some of its predecessors. 
‘Captains Courageous’ is holding for 
a fourth week at the Locust on a 
last-minute decision. Pic will go out 
‘Saturday (15), however. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (1,300: 40-55-65)—‘Star Is 
Born’ (UA) (2d week). Sensation 
of the spring season holding up very 
well and figures for big $15,000. Last 
week’s $17,500 was phenomenal. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Maytime’ 
(MG) (2d run) (2d week). Ought to 
get nice $2,500. Last week’s $3,500 
was well over house average. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55)—‘Woman I 
Love’ (RKO). Getting three and 
half days beyond one week, with 
‘Prince and the Pauper’ (WB) bow- 
ing in at a special evening show to- 
night (Tuesday). Claude Rains will 
appear in person. ‘Woman I Love’ 
got $10,500 in first seven days and 
only $3,500 in overtime. 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-55)—‘Nobody’s 
Baby’ (MG) and vaude. Sally Rand 
unit headlining. Big opening, but 
tepid notices may hurt. However, 
looks like good $17,500. Last week, 
‘50*Roads to Town’ (20th) and Milt 
Britton’s band, also bike races for 
four days, poor $12,500. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Mountain 
Justice’ (WB) and vaude, Patricia 
Bowman headlining. Weak $13,000 
figured. Last week, ‘Hit Parade’ 
(Rep) and Dave Apollon, just man- 
aged to squeeze out $14,500, fair. 

Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40)—‘Hit Pa- 
rade’ (Rep) (2d run). Around fair 
$2,700 likely. Last week, ‘Time Out 
for Romance’ (20th) (ist run), poor 
$2.100. 7 

Keith’s (2,000; 30-40-50) —‘Wake Up 
and Live’ (20th) (2d run). Ought to 
get neat $3,000. Last week. ‘Personal 
Property’ (MG) (2d run), $3,000. 





Locust (1,400; 55-86-1.14-1.71)— 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) (4th 
week). On last minute decision 


roadshow was held over. Closes 
Saturday. Last week, $8,500. fair. 

Stanley (3.700; 40-55)—‘Shall We 
Dance’ (RKO). Opened well, but 
not sensationally. Figures for $18,- 
000 and h. o. but won’t equal pre- 
vious Astaire-Rogers grosses. Last 
week, ‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th) (2d 
week), okay $13.500. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Mid- 
night Taxi’ (20th). Fair $5.700 ex- 
pected. Last week, ‘Silent Barriers’ 
(GB), under average, $4,700. 


‘Dance,’ 106, ‘Gamblers,’ 
9G, Big in Derby Town 


Louisville, May 11. 
Big show over weekend naturally 
was 63d running of Kentucky Derby, 
bringing some 40,000 visitors to town. 
Plenty of opposition to pics in the 
way of Derby Festival dances, wres- 
tling, tennis, and Derby Eve parties. 
It was an old story to natives, 
however, and all first-runs had plenty 
of biz. Apparently the home-town- 
ers left the pre-race celebrating to 
the visitors. while they viewed the 
swell pic lineup. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) (1,- 
500: 15-25-40)—‘Good Old Soak’ (MG) 
and ‘Women of Glamour’ (Col). dual. 
Moved over from Loew’s and locks 
set to take okav $2,600 here. Last 
week, ‘Personal Property’ (MG) and 
‘Motor Madness’ (Col), dual, another 
mveover, good $2,800. 
Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘On Avenue’ (20th) and ‘Maid of 
Salem’ (Par), dual. Combo show- 
ing nvlenty of strength and holding 
for full seven-day stanza: looks good 
for $2.400. Last week. ‘Black Le- 
gion’ (WB) and ‘Holy Terror’ (20th), 
dul. split with ‘Fair Warning’ (20th) 
ard ‘Outcast’ (Par). dual, fair $2.100. 
Loew’s State (3,000: 15-25-40)— 
*Romeo and Juliet’ (MG) and ‘Let’s 
Get Married’ (Col), dual. Pic was 
skedded to be roadshowed at the 
Brown last January, but flood hit 
town. Now here at regular prices 
and should take okav $8,000. Last 
week. ‘Old Soak’ (MG) and ‘Women 
of Glamour’ (Col), strong $8,500. 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.000: 
15-25-40 )—‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB). 
Cricks giving this one top rating; 
locks set to take fine $4,500. Last 
weck. ‘Mountain Justice’ (WB), 
soloed, but not so forte: $3,300, light. 
Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘For the 








———— ?- 


Ballots’ (WB) and ‘Brides Are Like 
That’ (FN), dual. Hoping for aver- 
age $1,600. Last week, ‘Married a 
Doctor’ (WB) and ‘13 Hours’ (Par), 
dual, split with ‘Louis Pasteur’ (WB) 
and “Times Square Playboy’ (WB), 
dual, good $1,700. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-25- 
40)—‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO). 
Opened Thursday (13), one day 
earlier than usual, and snaring plenty 
of biz from visitors in town for the 
Derby. Heading for grand $10,500. 
Last week, ‘Woman I Love’ (RKO) 
and ‘Jeeves’ (20th), dual, fair $6,000. 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15-25- 
40)—‘King of Gamblers’ (Par) and 
‘Man Who Found Himself’ (RKO), 


dual. Race fans going strong for 
‘Gamblers’; hefty $5,000. Last week, 
‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th) and 


‘March of Time,’ moved over from 
Rialto for second downtown week, 
good $3,600. 


NAGS, WEATHER 
BOFF BALTO 
PIX BIZ 


Baltimore, May 11. 

With races here and _ balmy 
weather at hand, local biz is just so- 
so. Loew’s Century, in second and 
final session of its present interlude 
of flesh, is leading the town with a 
robust $16,000 for ‘Old Soak’ and 
Horace Heidt’s band. 

‘Shall We Dance’ at Hippodrome is 
going along at an even and unex- 
citing pace for its second week, gar- 
nering so-so $12,400. ‘Cafe Metro- 
pole,’ at the New, should ring up 
profit at $7,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55)—‘Good Old Soak’ (MG) 
and Horace Heidt band. Combo 
leading town with swell $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘Okay 
Baltimore’ local revue on stage, mild 
$12,900. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 
15-25-35-40-55-66 )—‘Shall We Dance’ 
(RKO) (2nd wk.) and Happy Felton 
orch. Took drop after nice first 
week, getting unexciting $12,400 cur- 
rently. Last week got good $18,300. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 








25-30-35-40-55)—‘Fire Over  Eng- 
land’ (20th) opens tomorrow 
(Wednesday). Last week, ‘Silent 
Barriers’ (GB) mild $6,100. 


New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
40-55)—‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th). 
Promising profitable $7,000. Last 
week, five days in third week of 
‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th), good 
$4,600. 
Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—Internes Can’t Take Money’ 
(Par). Mild going to $6,000. Last 
week, second session of ‘Marked 
Woman’ (WB), very satisfactory 


Star, 126, Dance,’ 86, 
Biz in So-So Seattle 


Seattle, May 11. 
Biggest campaign at Liberty in 
long time is for current ‘A Star Is 
Born, which is delivering at the 
b.o. Except for ‘Shall We Dance,’ 
other spots doing only moderate biz 
at best. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 





(900; 32-37-42)—‘Wake Up’ (20th) 
and ‘Murder Goes to Town’ (Par) 
(3rd wk). Anticipate good $3,500. 


Last week, same films, nice enough 
$3,800. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1.900: 21-32)—‘Avenue’ (20th) and 
‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA), dual. Head- 
ing for good $3,800. Last week ‘One 
in Million’ (20th) and ‘Rembrandt’ 
(UA), three days of second week, 
$1,000, fair. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850; 11-16-21) 
—'‘Little Dogie’ (Rep) and “Too Many 
Wives’ (RKO), dual. Fair $2,300 
Last week ‘Romance and Riches’ 


(GN) and ‘Guns of Pecos’ (FN), 
$2,100, fair. 
Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 


green) (2,400; 32-37-42)—‘Prince and 
Pauper’ (WB) and ‘Song of City’ 
(MG), dual. Indicate only fair 
$6,700. Last week ‘Woman I Love’ 
(RKO) and ‘Man’s Here Again’ 
(WB), poor $5,800. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 21-32-42)— 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA). Solo pic is 
delivering terrific $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Accused’ (UA) and ‘Promise 
to Pay’ (Col), $3,100, poor. 

Metropolitan (University theatres) 
(1,450; 58-$1.15)-— Dark this week. 
Last week, ‘Good Earth’ (MG) 2nd 
week of roadshow, $5,600, okay. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900: 32-37-42)—‘Night Must Fall’ 
(MG) and ‘Way Out West’ (MG). 
Not so forte at $2,200. Last week, 
‘Marked Woman’ (WB) and ‘Ro- 
mance’ (20th), $2,300, just fair. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2.700; 32-37-42)—‘Shall We Dance’ 
(RKO). Astaire and Rogers draw- 
ing big $8,000. Last week, ‘Mountain 
Justice’ (WB) and ‘Way Out West’ 
(MG), dual, $4,700, fair. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,450; 16-27- 
37)—Soldier and Lady’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Looks to reach fair $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Circus Lady’ (Rep) and 
vaude, $3,400, fair. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,106; 32-37-43)—‘234% Hours Leave’ 
(GN) and ‘Charley Chan’ (20th). 
Drawing fair $5,000. Last week, 
‘Night Must Fall’ (MG) and ‘Love Is 
Young’ (U), dual, $4,700, fair. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850-21-32)— 
‘Green Light’ (WB) and ‘Sea Devil’ 
(U). Combo looks headed for nice 
$3,000. Last week, ‘God’s Country’ 
(WB) and ‘Ready, Willing’ (WB), 
dual, $2,700, fair. 





Trent’s Tonsilitis 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Sudden attack of tonsilitis forced 
John Trent out of the lead of B. P. 
Schulberg’s ‘Let’s Talk of Love.’ 
Shooting schedule for the pic was 
revised. 


WILCOX TO 20TH-FOX 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Robert Wilcox, on loan from 
Warners, gets the romantic lead with 
Pauline Moore in 20th-Fox’s ‘Wild 
and Woolly,’ Jane Withers starrer. 
Others in the cast are Jackie Sear], 
Douglas Fowley, Berton Churchill, 
Lon Chaney, Jr., and Walter Bren- 
nan. 








$7,200. 





4 Out of 5 Pitts. Pix Have B. 0.; 
‘Wake Up’ Sock 116; ‘Star’ H. 0. 86 





Pittsburgh, May 11. 

Give ’em what they want and 
they'll buy, daylight savings and 
lazy weather notwithstanding. The 
downtown box-offices are proving 
that this week and four out of five 
have it. The fifth is in the dog-house, 
but that’s. no disgrace against such 
competish. 

‘Wake Up and Live’ sending the 
Alvin slap-happy and running just a 
few bucks under house’s record. 
‘Mountain Justice’ at Stanley treated 
pretty brutally by crix so it’s Guy 
Lombardo who can be credited with 
shooting house into top money, while 
‘Prince and the Pauper’ is clicking 
briskly at Penn, although heading 
for no outstanding figures. ‘Star Is 
Born,’ after sizzling week at Penn, 
is repeating sock at Warner in sec- 
ond week, with only the Fulton hold- 
ing bag with ‘Join the Marines’ and 
‘A Man Betrayed.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Wake Up and Live’ (20th). Smash 
musical entertainment is running 
just slightly under figures of ‘Lloyds 
of London, (20th), which holds 
straight ;‘x record for this site. 
Looks like $11,000 easily. Last week, 
‘Nancy Steele’ (20th) not overly 
strong but not a loser either at 





Asking’ (Par) and ‘Ceiling Zero’ 
(WB), dual, split with ‘Bullets or 


$5,900. 
Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 


—‘Join Marines’ (Rep) and ‘Man Be- 
trayed’ (Rep). Ordinary twin bill 
drawing only poor $3,200. Last week, 
second of reissue of ‘No Man of Her 
Own,’ (Par). Okay at $4,700 on top 
of $7,700 opener. That’s more than 
it did on its first release here five 
years ago. 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB). Lot 
of good selling points, including the 
Coronation, are helping this one 
overcome the costume angle. Re- 
views all raves and_ everything 
should mount up to nice $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Star Is Born’ (UA) off slow, 
but grew bigger day by day and 
finished close to $20,000, great. 


Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Mountain Justice’ (FN) and Guy 
Lombardo’s band. Picture discounted 
entirely in smart trade here, with 
b. o. pull of stage attraction being 
credited in toto with slick $20,000. 
Last week, ‘Call It Day’ (WB) and 
Ina Ray Hutton’s band not bad at 
$17,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Star Is Born’ (UA). Gaynor-March 
hit moved here after sock week at 
Penn and has plenty of stuff left. 
Knocking off around $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Doctor’s Diary’ (Par) and 
‘That Man’s Here Again’ (FN), weak 








Rub-a-Dub-Dub 


Charles Boyer won’t permit 
his films to be dubbed, a clause 
to that effect being inserted in 
his Wanger contract, modeled 
on a similar clause in Marlene 
Dietrich’s Paramount contract. 

Someone bought a Boyer 
French picture for distribution 
in America, wanted to dub it 
and approached Boyer. He said 
no. Offered $10,000 to speak his 
lines in English, doing the dub- 
bing, he still said no, explain- 
ing that he would like it but 
that his English is too imper- 
fect. It’s okay, he pointed out, 
for a film made in English in 
the first place because he can 
speak slowly. But in French he 
talks at a pace so rapid he can’t 
repeat in English at the same 
speed. 














Bowes Ams Skid 
In K. C., $8,500; 
Dance OK 156 


Kansas City, May 11. 
Fine weather denting grosses. 
‘Shall We Dance,’ at Mainstreet, is 
the only outstander after a slow 
start. Bowes’ all-girl unit at Tower 
is brodieing. 
Estimates for This Week 
Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO). Slow 
starter, but picking up for good 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Woman I Love’ 
(RKO), $8,000, poor. 
(4,000; 25-40)— 





Midland (Loew) 
‘Night Must Fall’ (MG) and ‘Promise 
to Pay’ (Col). Lot of interest and 
word of mouth on Montgomery pic; 


over expectations at $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG), 
$8,300, poor. 

Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40)— 


‘Mountain Justice’ (WB) and ‘Mur- 
der Goes College’ (Par). Good week 
for staff to go fishing; $3,800, poor. 
Last week, ‘Internes’ (Par) (2nd 
run) and ‘Melody for Two’ (WB), 
fair, $5,200. 

Tower (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— ‘Mid- 
night Taxi’ (20th) and Bowes All- 
Girl unit on stage. Tyro’s slipping; 
$8,500, so-so. Last week, ‘Fifty 
Roads’ (20th) and vaude headed by 
Faith Bacon, $13,000, swell. 

Uptewn (Fox) (2,020; 25-40)— 
‘Chan at Olympics’ (20th) and 
‘David Harum’ (20th). Faint $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Wake Up and Live’ 
(20th) (2nd week), $4,000, fine. 





Casting ‘Miss Calhoun’ 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Lyford Moore and Rolf Passer 
flew east last Saturday (8) to take 
a hand in the casting of their new 
comedy, ‘Miss Calhoun Flies South.’ 
Broadway production is slated for 
early fall. 





MONO’S PHILLY EXCHANGE 


Philadelphia, May 11. 

Monogram Exchange will open its 
Philly office next Monday (17). Sam 
Rosen, former manager and sales- 
man at Grand National, heads the 
local staff. Si Pearlschweig and Phil 
Wolfson have been signed as sales- 
men. 





Helen Swane Out of Par 


Helen Swane is out of Par. She 
was in charge of exchange account- 
ing in N. Y. No successor has yet 
been named. 

Miss Swane had been with the 
company 20 years. 





Sulu Pic in Lab 
Hollywood, May 11. 


Co. 


Footage shot on the islands bor- 
dering the Sulu sea is getting lab 


attention. 





Hopalong at Bar 20 
Hollywood, May 11. 


Harry Sherman’s next Hopalong 
Cassidy for Paramount will be ‘Cas- 
sidy of Bar 20,’ with William Boyd 


and George Hayes featured. 








$4,000. 


Goes into production in three 


weeks. 


Work has begun here on ‘Zambo- 
anga,’ first feature-length film to be 
turned out by the Philippine Films 


| 
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Det. Digs Up New Alibi—Boycott; 


Dance?’ $25,000, ‘Metropole’ 236 


Detroit, May 11. 
Too many counter-attractions and 
not enough power at the b.o. spells 
blooey. Some claim weak biz is due 
to a boycott by local unionites jn 
sympathy with Hollywood strikers 
which is as good an alibi as a 


Although gross is disappointing. 
looks like Astaire-Rogers ‘Shall We 
Dance’ at the Michigan is the week's 
topper, with ‘Cafe Metropole,’ plu 
Sybil Jason and Everett Marshall on 
Stage at the Fox, a close second. 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 25-40)— 
‘Off to Races’ (20th) and ‘Wake Up 
and Live’ (20th) (2nd wk), dual. 
Latter moved here after nice session 
at Fox; should get $5,300, around 
average. Last week, ‘Night Key.’ 
(U) plus ‘You’re in the Army’ (GB), 
fair $5,500. 

Downtown (Krim) (2,800; 25-40 )— 
“Murder in Red Barn’ (MG) plus 
‘Juggernaut’ (GN), dual. Melodrama 
given lotta ballyhoo; prices dropped 
from usual 40-60, and should do al- 
right at $4,500. Last week, ‘Polygamy’ 
(Unusual) and ‘Silks and Saddles’ 
(Victory), fair $3,000. 

Cass (Indie) (1,400; $1.65 top)— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) (3d wk). Doing 
nicely. Got okay $14,000 last week 
and $11,500 in first five days. 


Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) with Sybil 
Jason, Everett Marshall topping 


vaude. Good $23,000 in a dull town. 
Last week, “Thunder in City’ (Col) 
and Guy Lombardo, hot $30,000. 


Madison (United Detroit) (2,000: 
30-40-65 )—‘Call It a Day’ (WB). Big 
buildup, but no go at $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Love from Stranger’ (Traf), 
fair $5,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65 )—‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) 
and stage show. Not up to draught 
of other Astaire-Rogers flickers, but 
good at $25,000. Last week, ‘Internes 
Can’t Take Money’ (Par) with Cali- 
fornia Collegians topping vaude, fair 
$18,000. 

State (United Detroit) (3,000; 25- 
40)—Great O’Malley’ (WB) plus 
‘China Passage’ (RKO), dual. Off 
here too, but oke at $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Murder Goes to College’ 
(Par) and ‘Her Husband’s Secretary’ 
(FN), average $7,800. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65 )—‘Prince and Pauper’ 
(FN). Low at $8,000. Last week, 
‘Night Must Fall’ (MG), oke $10,500. 





Cabanne’s Quest 


Hollywood, May 11. 
; Christy Cabanne went to Wash- 
ington last week to seek the Navy's 
approval for ‘The Glory Command,’ 
which he will direct for Radio. 
Story is by John Twist. Robert 
Sisk produces. 





MARJORIE LORD’S LEAD 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Radio has set Marjorie Lord to 
play the romantic lead in ‘House In 
the Country,’ starring Fred Stone. 
Cliff Reid produces, with Richard 
Rosson directing. 





RALPH STOCK EAST 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Ralph Stock, British playwright, 
has returned to New York after com- 
pleting an assignment on ‘Long 
Traverse’ for Paramount. 
Adaptation was from his own orig- 
inal. 





SHANE WRITING ‘RIDDLE’ 
Hollywood, May 11. 
Maxwell Shane has been assigned 
to the screenplay of ‘The Riddle of 
40 Naughty Girls’ at Radio, featur- 
ing ZaSu Pitts and James Gleason. 
William Sistrom produces. 


| 60% Pix Biz 


(Continued from page 5) 














not allowed in white theatres alters 
the picture. Thus in Birmingham, 
having a population of 259,678, close 
to 100,000 are colored people and not 
permitted in the houses listed. So 
that actually, there are 8.9 persons 
per seat instead of 17.6. 

Aside from other southern cities 
where a similar situation prevails, 
such as Houston, Fort Worth, Nash- 
ville, Jacksonville, Chattanooga and 
Tampa, the survey shows Duluth, 
Minneapolis, El Paso, Tulsa and 
Yonkers as leading the nation °” 
underseating. 
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Conventionitis 


in Hollywood 





Metro Washes Up, Radio Plots, U and GN 
Getting Set—And Mono in Chi 
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Hollywood, May 11, 


Metro sales executives and sales- 
men broke camp last Friday (7), 
after a week of convention activities 
centering around the Ambassador 
hotel and the Culver City studios. 
Most of the delegates remained over 
for the final soiree, at which Louis 
B. Mayer, production chief, played 
host to more than 1,000 guests. 

Finale party was a gala dinner 
dance held on the sound stage in the 
studio. Eats were followed by brief 
talks by Mayer, Frank Whitbeck and 
w. F. Rodgers, sales chief. Later 
Mayer and Sophie Tucker emceed a 
floor show of 15 acts. 

Business conclaves at the conven- 
tion were over by Friday and the 
delegates started sightseeing. Around 
80 took the trip to Catalina Island, 
some braved the chill Pacific surf, 
others played golf, motored or 
rested. 





| 
| 
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RKO Plans 


A. A. Schubart, RKO exchange 
manager, and Barrett McCormack, 
advertising and publicity chief, have 
arrived from New York to set details 
for Radio’s annual sales convention, 
which will open June 16 at the Am- 
bassador hotel and continue for six 
days. Beside home office executives, 
plans call for attendance of all dis- 
trict and branch managers and ex- 
change salesmen. 

James E. Francis, Radio Corp. of 
America western division manager, 
departed Sunday (9) night to attend 
eastern sales sessions, accompanied 
by Seth Perkins of the Los Angeles 

hotophone office and A. E. Jackson, 
monager of theatre equipment in 
Hollywood. M. F. Burns, assistant | 
vice president of RCA, got away last | 
Thursday (6) for the Indianapolis | 
sales convention, with Everett Isen- 
hower, district manager. They will | 
visit Camden and Chicago before re- 
turning to the Coast. 


U. and G. N. 


Universal and Grand National 
sales conventions get under way | 
next Sunday (16) at the Ambassador | 
hotel, each to last three days. Spe- 
cial train will bring in 155 U west- 
ern and midwestern sales represen- 
tatives. Branch managers and sales- 
men from the Pacific coast area will | 
arrive at the same time. 

Between 80 and 100 are expected 
for the GN confabs. 





Mono Meet 
Chicago, May 11. 
Two-day Monogram convention | 


got under way here last Friday (7) 
at the Drake hotel, with around 100 
franchise distributors, salesmen, stu- 
dio and home office executives at- 
tending. Followed a press party on 
Thursday (6) night for Jackie Cooper 
and Jack Randall, two new Mono- 
gram stars. 

Brief talks were given on opening 
day by Scott Dunlap, vice-pres. in 
charge of production; Louis S. Lif- 
ton, advertising and publicity direc- 
tor, and Sol A. Rosenblatt. Boys 
were assured that Monogram would 
complete its schedule of 42 pictures 
for the coming season, and on time. | 
with execs guaranteeing salesmen 
that every picture sold would be de- 
livered. Dunlap’s talk outlined pro- 
duction plans for the coming season 
and the day finished off with a ban- 
-Quet for franchise holders. 

Saturday (8) morning affair was a 
bep talk session, with build-ups for 
Jack Randall, and short talks on sell- 
ing, exchange operation and produc- 
tion. O, Henry Biggs, Pathe presi- 
dent; Norton V. Aichey, Dave Selz- 
nick, Ray Olmstead, Lon T. Fidler. 
Sam Decker, J. A. Sisto, Edward | 
Golden, Henri Elman, Howard Stub- | 
bins, Herschel Stucrt, Fred Judd, A.) 
M. Goldstein, John W. Magham and | 


_ Broidy were among the speak- | 
rs. 








First contingent of Universal's | 
sales force heading to the convention | 
In Hollywood leaves N. Y. today | 
(Wednesday), headed by prez R. H. 
Cochrane. J. R. Gariner, general 
sales head, Joe Weil exploitation 
chief: Edward Bonns, shorts man- | 
ager, and Sig Wittman, eastern dis- | 
trict: manager. pulled out earlier in | 
t € week » arrange details. 

Salesmen of New Haven, Conn., 
and Buffalo. N. Y., leave today on a} 





a train special. Thursday will be 

+ +1 | 
bent in Chicago, where sellers from | 
South } 


and midwest join the group to 
add fiy e cars. 
trains at 


Another carload en- | 


Kansas City. | 








‘ . 
Skancing’ 
Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers 
special roller skating dance 
number has been definitely 


tagged by RKO-Radio after a 
long prowl for a suitable name. 

Intricate terps specialty is 
called ‘Skancing.” word em- 
ployed by Nat Finney, picture 
and feature editor of the Min- 
neapolis Star, to describe the 
maneuvers. Picture company 
is publicizing it under this 
name, with full credit to Fin- 
ney. 











‘LOVE, HISSES’ NEXT 
FOR BERNIE, WINCHELL 


Hollywood, May 11. 
‘Love and Hisses’ will be the next 


| Walter Winchell-Ben Bernie produc- 


tion at 20th-Fox. Film will be made 
from an original story by Art Ar- 
thur, Brooklyn newspaper columnist 
recently signed to a year’s writing 
ticket by Darryl Zanuck. Curtis 
Kenyon, Jr., is working with Arthur 
on the screenplay. 

Kenneth Macgowan has been set 
as associate producer. Starting date 


‘has not been definitely set. 


‘Mary Garden to Comb 





Europe as Metro Scout 





Hollywood, May 11. 
Mary Garden left Sunday (9) en 
route to Europe to scout musical 
talent for Metro. She sails from New 
York June 22. 
Diva will test a number of pro- 
teges now studying in Paris. 


Mayer’s ‘Midnight’ Call 


Hollywood, May 11, 


Edwin Justus Mayer has been as- 
signed by Paramount to script ‘Mid- 
night, Marlene Dietrich _ starrer, 
willing the unfinished script of ‘The 
Buccaneer,’ Cecil B. De Mille pirate 
opus, to Preston Sturges. 

Ray Harris will write an un- 
titled comedy for Lynne Overman at 
the studio. Addison Simmons and 
M. Coates Webster are collabing on 
the screenplay of ‘Ensenada.’ 











Triple Title Toppers 


Hollywood, May 11. 


‘Wife, Doctor and Nurse,’ at 20th- 
Fox, has Barbara Stanwyck, Loretta 
Young and Warner Baxter in the top 
spots. Film will be made from an 
original story by Kathryn Scola and 
Darrell Ware, and has Walter Lang 
as director, with Raymond Criffith 
associate producer. 


Miss Stanwyck is on loan from 





Radio. 
COMPETISH AS IS 
Hollywood, May 11. 
Louis Armstrong will bring his 


band here to play dual numbers with 
Andre Kostelanetz’s orchestra in 
Paramount’s ‘Artists and Models,’ 
Armstrong was in Par’s ‘Pennies 
from Heaven,’ with Bing Crosby, 





TILLY LOSCH SUED 
Hollywood, May 11. 

Tilly Losch is charged with viola- 
tion of contract in a suit for $20,900 
filed against her here by John 
McCormick, Inc., agency. 

Actress-dancer is under contract 
to Metro. 





Muriel Hutchinson to Par 
Hollywood, May 11. 
Paramount has_ pacted Muriel 
Hutchinson, British actress, who just 
closed in the Broadway run of ‘The 
Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse.’ 
Will do two pictures. 





John Ford Back 
Hollywood, May 11. 
John Ford, after several weeks in 
the South Seas on ‘Hurricane,’ is 
back on the UA lot doing the studio 
shots of the pic. 
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PETER ARNO TO H’WOOD 


Will Do Bit of Acting While His 
Lawyer Hunts Talent 








John J. Wildberg, film and legit 
attorney, and Peter Arno left for 
the Coast Sunday (9), to spend a 
week. Wildberg, who is Arno’s at- 
torney, will attend to hunting up 
some talent for a musical which 
Arno intends producing on Broad- 
way in the near future, while Arno 
takes a hand at his first film acting 
assignment. 
tists and Models,’ playing himself, 
with Rube Goldberg doing the same. 

Musical which Arno is plotting is 
to be entitled ‘Some Like It 


He will do a bit in ‘Ar- | 





Ladies and Women 





Hollywood, May 11. 


Australian exhibs have 
changed the name of ‘John 
Meade’s Woman,’ B. P. Schul- 


berg (Par) production, to ‘John 





Hot.’ 


It was written by Frank Gabrielson, 


David Leason and Milton 


Lazarus. | 


Arno and Wildberg hope to find a | 


Hollywood name for the cast and 
will also talk to composers for the 
score, although there is already a 
tentative deal on with Ray Hender- 
son for this job. 

Wildberg will also talk te film 
names for two plays on schedule for 
Rowland Stebbins. These are ‘The 
Astonished Ostrich’ and ‘Merely 
Murder.’ Ann Harding is being con- 
sidered for the former and Robert 
Montgomery for the latter. 


BEVY OF HWOOD 
NAMES DUE 
ON BWAY 


There’s a strong possibility of sev- 
eral Hollywood names filling Broad- 
way legit dates next season. Among 
them are James Cagney, Robert 
Montgomery, Ann Harding, Victor 
McLaglen, Ralph Morgan, Frances 
Farmer and Katharine Hepburn. 
This is in addition to other film 
players already familiar to Broad- 
way. 

Cagney, legit bit player before en- 
tering pix, is being sought by George 
S. Kaufman for the lead in ‘Mice 
and Men,’ to be produced in the fall 
by Sam H. Harris, with Kaufman 
directing. Victor McLaglen is also 
rumored for the part. 

Rowland Stebbins is understood to 
be after Robert Montgomery for 
‘Merely Murder,’ one of two plays 
on his fall schedule. Dope is that 
Claudia - Morgan would be_ the 
femme lead. Montgomery did some 
stage acting before going to Holly- 
wood, 

For his other fall production, ‘The 
Astonished Ostrich,’ Stebbins is said 
to be seeking Ann Harding. Actress 
recently clicked big in a London 
production of Shaw’s ‘Candida,’ 
leaving the show to marry Werner 








Janssen, symphony conductor. Be- 
fore going into pix, Miss Harding 
had several Broadway stage suc- 


cesses, among them ‘Trial of Mary 
Dugan.’ 

While there’s considerable doubt 
about Katharine Hepburn’s appear- 
ance on Broadway in ‘Jane Eyre’ 
next fall, the Theatre Guild 
hot after her. 
to the Helen Jerome play. which 
she did this season on the road, it’s 
known that Miss Hepburn yens to 
do legit from time to time in the 


future. 
Although neither player is men- 
tioned for any particular show, 


Ralph Morgan and Frances Farmer 


are also understood to be eager to | 


appear in legit on Broadway next 
season. Constance Cummings is 
likewise among the players regu- 
larly dividing their time between 
the Coast and Broadway who are 
set for stage appearance. She’s set 
for the lead in the Guild production 
of ‘Madam Bovary.’ 





is still | 
If she doesn’t return | 





Meade’s Lady’ because of dif- 
ferences in local 
words 

Same treatment was accorded 
in England to ‘Internes Can't 
Take Money,’ which is released 
there under the title ‘You Can't 
Take Money.’ 


meaning of 











McCREA ON LOAN TO 
PAR FOR LLOYD OPUS 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Joel McCrea goes to Paramount 
for an important role in the Frank 
Lloyd production of ‘An Empire Is 
Born,’ dealing with the drama of 
transportation in this country. Actor 
leaves Samuel Goldwyn temporarily 
on loan-out. 

Howard Estabrook, set as co- 
producer with Lloyd, authored the 
original, combing through the early 
annals of the Wells-Fargo Express Co. 
for material. Pic is scheduled for the 
go signal June 21, with most of the 
shooting on location. 

Bob Burns is the only other player 
set. 





Mrs. Martin Johnson 
Grabbed by 20th for 
Belgian Congo Film 


Osa Johnson has been signed by 





| 20th-Fox to head an expedition into 








Other’s looking for Broadway 
plays are Lupe Velez, Richard Dix, 
Mary Brian, Loretta Young and 
Helen Vinson. 

or 
Price’s Roach Call 
Hollywood, May 11. 
Vincent Price will report to Hal | 


Roach in June for ‘Road Show,’ 
which will also have Oliver Hardy, 
Lyda Roberti and Patsy Kelly in the 
cast. 


opposite Helen Hayes in ‘Victoria 


Regina,’ which is now in its final 
three weeks. 
Eric Hatch, who authored the 


original for ‘Road Show,’ also has a 
short story, ‘The Git There Stroke,’ 
which will be put into production as 
a Roach musical. Bert Kalmar and 


the Belgian Congo for material to 
be incorporated into a studio yarn, 
‘How I Found Livingstone,” now 
being whipped into a screen play by 
Sam Hellman. Studio is budgeting 
the film, to be called ‘Stanley and 
Livingstone,’ at well over $1,000,000. 
Otto Brower, now in Switzerland on 
backgrounds for a Shirley Temple 
picture, joins the troupe in Africa to 
direct. Crew is leaving here in No- 
vember. Will have 10 cameramen 
and five technicians. 


Lombard, March Tops 
In Selznick ‘Sacred’ 


Hollywood, May 11. 


Selznick International will co-star 
Carole Lombard and Fredric March 
in ‘Nothing Sacred,’ a Ben Hecht 
original to be directed by William 
Wellman. 

Hecht labored on the script while 
training east with David O. Selz- 
nick, John Hay Whitney and party, 
and expects to finish it on his re- 
turn journey, so that cameras can 
roll around May 26. 

Production is schedulea for “The 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer’ about 
the same time, with H. C. Potter 
directing. Script of ‘Sawyer’ by 
John V. A. Weavei is about ready. 








Scans Cincy for Faces 


Cincinnati, May 11. 

Lucille Ryman, Universal’s talent 
scout, was here last week. Not in- 
terested in kiddies as hopefuls, and 
the town was empty of dramatic 
stock and legit. 

Her gandering was confined to the 
radio field and femme lookers. 


‘Fall Guys’ for W & W 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Next Wheeler and Woolsey film at 
RKO will be ‘Fall Guys.’ Eddie 


i} Cline will direct. 


He is currently on Broadway | 


Lee Marcus produces the film frem 
Benny Rubin’s adaptation cf Victor 
Mapes’ yarn. 


Jean Parker’s Col Start 
Hollywood, May 11. 
Jean Parker starts 
Columbia 


her 
‘Life 


work on 


new contract with 


Harry Ruby will do the screenplay | Begins with Love.’ 


and music. 


Myles Connolly is producing. 


4 








WB Has $5,000,000 Invested in Yarns 
For Next Season, Jack Warner Says 


. ee 


Warner Bros. has around $5,000,000 
invested in legit shows, novels, origi- 
nals and other stories which will be 
made into features during the com- 


ing (1937-1938) season. Jack L, 
Warner, v.p. in charge of production, 
who will announce this figure and 


give the titles of the 60 features to 


be made, at today’s sessions of the 
WB convention in New York, made 
this statement yesterday (Tues.) in 


advance of the official 


announce- 
ment, 


Of the 60 features to be turned out 
for the coming year, 11 will be based 
on Broadway stage shows, headed by 
‘Tovarich,’ ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ ‘White 
Horse Inn,’ ‘Jezebel, ‘Swing Your 
Lady’ and ‘A Slight Case of Murder.’ 
Others are ‘Chalked Out,’ ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter’ and a remake of 
‘Desert Song.’ Seventeen pictures to 


be based on books include ‘Story of 
San Michele,’ ‘White Banners,’ “The 
Sisters,’ ‘Story of Emile Zola,’ ‘A 


Prayer For My Son,’ ‘The Gamblers, 
‘Adventures of Robin Hood,’ ‘And It 


All Came True,’ ‘Angle Shooter,’ 
‘Comet Over Broadway,’ ‘Sister Act,’ 
‘Mr. Dodd Take the Air,’ ‘This 
Woman Is Dangerous,’ ‘The Valley 
of the Giants’ and ‘Gold Is Where 
You Find it.’ 

Two Technicolor production War- 
ner is announcing today (Wed.) are 
‘Valley of the Giants’ and ‘Gold Is 
Where You Find It... Among the 


musicals will be a Rodgers and Hart 
show, ‘On Your Toes,’ with Ginger 
Rogers heading the cast, and a see- 
ond Fernand Gravet production to 
be turned out by Mervyn LeRoy en- 
titled ‘Return Engagement.’ Another 
in the ‘Gold Diggers’ series will be 


‘Gold Diggers in London,’ while a 
Fred Waring Pennsylvanians-Dick 
Powell musical will be ‘Varsity 
Show.’ 
New Stars 

Jack Warner predicts that, of the 
company’s young contract players, at 
least a half dozen will attain full 


stellar rank within the coming year. 
Those who are definitely to be raised 
to stardom for the 1937-38 season are 
Humphrey Bogart, Ian Hunter, 
Anita Louise, Pat O’Brien, the 
Mauch twins, Boris Karloff and Dick 
Foran. 

Convention, first for Grad Sears 
as general sales manager, signalized 


some promotions by Sears. Ben 
Kalmenson, central district mana- 
ger, has been made eastern district 


chief over New York state and New 
England. Robert Smeltzer, mid-At- 
lantic district mgr., which takes in 
Philadelphia and Washington terri- 
tories, has also been given the Pitts- 
burgh, Cleveland and Detroit zones. 

Shorts schedule for °37-'38, to be 
announced by Norman Moray, shorts 
sales head, will total 134. It was 
135 last year, with a majority of the 
brief items turned out at the Brook- 
lyn studio. 


Dud Nichols Ducking 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Dudley Nichols is ducking for New 
York at the end of the month and 
ducking, too, the problem of signing 
again with RKO-Radio. 

Nichols, who scripted the ‘In- 
former’ and tossed the Academy 
prize back in the lap of that org, has 
been loaned out to Sam Goldwyn 
for ‘Hurricane’ and doesn't want to 
be loaned out any more, preferring 
to pick his spots. 

He will summer in 
where he has a farm. 


Connecticut, 


Aherne Coming Home 
Nice, May 2. 
Brian Aherne left here this week, 
after spending several weeks visit- 
ing his father and mother, for Rome, 
where he'll take an Italian liner for 
the State 
He'll 


enough to 


top in New York long 
ign his name a few times, 
going on to Hollywood to do a pic- 
ture. 


Antheil at Selznick? 


Hollywood, Mav 11. 
David O. Selznick is considering 


George Antheil for musical director 


of Selznick International, replacing 
Max Steiner, who has just resigned 

If set compo would also do the 
scores for “Tom S ver’ and ‘Gone 
With the Wind 


seers 
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“THRILLING OPENINGS IN 15 


PACE FROM COAST TO COAST! 


“SHALL WE DANCE” HEADING FOR TOP MONEY EVERYWHERE!.... . PRE-RELEASE 
CHICAGO AND BALTIMORE REPORT OUTSTANDING SECOND WEEKS! . . . CITY 
AFTER CITY FALLING IN LINE AS NEW ASTAIRE-ROGERS SHOW HITS ITS 
DAZZLING BOX-OFFICE STRIDE!... CRITICS UNANIMOUSLY SPLASH AMERICA 
WITH THE KIND OF REVIEWS THAT MAKE THEATRES OPEN DOORS EARLIER, 
GIVE EXTRA SHOWS, PLAY TO STAND OUT CROWDS ALL DAY LONG! 


FREP ASTAIRE 


GINGER 
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Directed by Mark Sandrich 
Pandro S$. Berman Production 
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Music by 


GEORGE 
GERSHWIN 


Lyrics by 


IRA 
GERSHWIN.. 
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SHALL WE DANCE 


(MUSICAL) 


RKO release of Pando S. Berman pro- 
duction, Stars Fred Astaire and Ginger 
Rogers. Features E, E. Horton, Eric Blore. 
Directed by Mark Sandrich. Music, George 
Gershwin; lyrics, Ira Gershwin, Based on 
story, ‘Watch Your Step,’ by Lee Loeb and 
Harold Buchman; adaptation, P. J. Wolf- 
son; screen play, Allan Scott and Ernest 
Pagano; photography, Dayid Abel; en- 
sembles staged by Hermes ballet, 
Harry Losee; musical director, Nathaniel 


Pan; 





Shilkret; film editor, William Hamilton; 

art director, Van Nest Polglase. Due at 

Music Hall, N. ¥., week May 13, ’37, Run- 
ning time, 101 mins, 

PESO occ ccceccenseseeedcetes Fred Astaire | 
Linda Reene...scsceceseesses Ginger Rogers | 
SPR ey i Edward Everett Horton | 
Cecil Flintridge. ..ccsccsceveeses Eric Blore | 
Arthur Miller....ccccccccecess Jerome Cowan | 
Lady Tarrington.........-...-Ketti Gallian | 
Jim Montgomery....ees+- William Brisbane 
Mrs. Fitzgerald.........++++4 Ann Shoemaker 


and Harriet Hoctor 





A well made picture containing 
everything a good musical should 
hold. The marquee names are a 
guarantee and word-of-mouth will 
do the rest. Film is a cinch for 
business and holdovers. 

‘Shall We Dance,’ the seventh in 
the Astaire-Rogers series, is a stand- 
out because the script affords Astaire 
a legitimate excuse for a change of 
pace in his dancing, the comedy is 
solid, and this is the best cutting job 
an Astaire picture has enjoyed in a 
long time. This latter item is im- 
portant as it had commenced to look 
as if the studio couldn’t decide 
whether Astaire was making musicals 
or operettas. But this one is down to 
cases and it’s better, much better. 

There have been others in the 
string which have had stronger tunes, 
superior punch laughs, and packed 
more dynamite in Astaire’s own 
specialties, yet seldom have these 
ingredients been made to fit so 
evenly. Another factor which com- 
mands attention is the reluctance of 
the picture to force its songs down 
the audience’s throat. For instance, 
the hit melody of the score, “They 
Can’t Take That Away from Me.’ In 
the film this is merely given a verse 
and one chorus. No reprise, no plug. 
Almost a once-over-light but it’s 
smart and it helps curtail footage. 
Besides which all six songs, one more 
than usual, have been nicely spotted 
with no attempt to over play any of 
them. Nor is there a bad ditty in the 
batch. All are attractive and have 
been, and will be, heard repeatedly. 
There is also nothing the matter 
with brother Ira’s lyrics, and while 
the orchestrations are not particu- 
larly exciting they are satisfactory. 
Best in this line is for some inci- 
dental music during a comedy 
sequence on board ship. 

Basically the story is of a ballet 
dancer (Astaire) who would rather 
be a hoofer. Romantically the script 
ties him into a complicated affinity 
with Ginger Rogers who is a musical 
comedy star. The rumors of their 
marriage grow to such proportion it 
forces them to secretly wed with the 
understanding of an immediate 
divorce. The divorce, of course, is 
never reached. In locale the yarn 
starts in Paris, spends some time en 
route to the U. S., and finishes in 
New York. 

Astaire’s stock company has been 
reassembled, hence the comedy is in 
the hands of E. E. Horton, as 
Astaire’s manager, and Eric Blore, as 
a Manhattan maitre de _ hotel. 
Horton’s bent for ‘double takes’ (the 
basis of his whole method, anyway) 
has now permeated the whole cast. 
Blore is certainly adept at them, as 
also is Astaire, and Miss Rogers now 
rings in, too, when called upon. Top 
laugh sequence, however, belongs to 
Blore in a telephone conversation 
with Horton although the latter is 
valuable all the way. After the main 
quartet of players the cast simmers 
down to small parts and bits. Of 
these Ketti Gallian, as a light heavy, 
is as important as any. She is not 
impressive here mainly, it would 
seem, due to having become brunette. 
Miss Gallian should return to being 
a blonde with all speed. 

For Miss Rogers, of the gorgeous 
figure, this picture, at last, marks a 
decided improvement in dressing. 
She's still playing around with her 
hair, though, and not always ad- 
vantageously according to the 
camera. The best point about Miss 
Rogers in these Astaire films con- 
tinues to be the way she handles her- 
self when he is singing. She rates 
plenty on this point. It is also a 
pleasure to watch Miss Rogers sing 
a song after looking at some of the 
other Coast girls. No shaking of 
shoulders, no weaving hips. Some of 
the other girls should drop in lest 
they forget. Her dancing with 
Astaire is again also good. 

For Astaire ‘Shall We Dance’ of- 
fers final proof of his being head 
man as to dancing, just in case there 
ever was any doubt. Prior to this 
he has only hinted at the ballet 
work of which he is capable, mixing 
it up with those hot breaks. Here 
he really pours it on and they’ll 
like it. 

His best ballet work actually 
comes early in the running when 
the script gives him a chance to 
clown. Some of the stuff he does in 
this first reel is great, although au- 
diences will probably be more im- 
pressed by his ballet with Harriet 
Hoctor, which leads up to the finale. 
As a matter of fact, Astaire does 
little ballet here that he hasn’t done 
in previous pictures. But instead of 


ithe title 


now put it all together. His session 
with Miss Hoctor is beautiful to 
watch and a technical delight. 
Ahead of this, as an introduction, 
the superb Miss Hoctor is allotted 
her specialty. Where she used to 
close with that deep back-bend while 
on her toes—here she opens with 
it. Which is good logic, because, 
coming on late, she must win imme- 
diate attention. Later she does her 
back-kicks from the same position, 
and the ease with which she drifts 
on her toes will make them think 
she’s on skates. This dancing finale, 
employing two groups of about 20 
girls each, is split in half to permit 
Astaire to return in white tie for 
song, with Miss Rogers, 
upon which the picture ends. 

Of the other numbers the dance 
which Astaire and Miss Rogers do 
to ‘They All Laughed’ is their best 
rhythm routine since ‘Lovely Day,’ 
while ‘Let’s Call the Whole Thing 
Off’? introduces the pair on roller 
skates, plus a comedy finish. ‘Slap 
That Bass’ is Astaire’s specialty. The 
set being the engine room of the 
boat, it takes the form of a novelty 
number wherein he dances to the 
cadence of the machinery. For any- 
one else it would be next to closing. 
Astaire uses it to open (first num- 
ber in the picture) and tosses it off | 
without fuss. So between that one, 
the rhythm routine, and the ballet 
work it ought to be enough to imply 
that Astaire and Bobby Jones can 
split the adage which goes, ‘Some 
day there may be another — but 
don’t bet on it.’ ‘Beginner’s Luck’ 
and ‘They Can’t Take That Away’ 
are minus footwork accompaniment, 
with Astaire’s singing continuing to 
be to the point and smooth. 

‘Shall We Dance’ has everything 
it needs on production, while dis- 
playing a penchant for white in- 
teriors. Camera work is good and 
there is little, if any, surplus dialog. 
It moves and at commendable 
tempo. MHorton’s sea-sickness  se- 
quence could have been dropped as, 
too, Astaire’s interlude with a pho- 
nograph in lieu of his precediag 
comedy dancing. That early terpsi- 
chorean kidding, incidentally, may 
have an ulterior motive. Apparent 
idea is to immediately take the curse 
off those dainty ballet gestures so 
that no hard-boiled balcony can con- 
strue Astaire as having a rose in his 
teeth. 

This picture is sufficiently strong 
to prevent anyone from telling 
whether Astaire’s consecutive radio 
broadcasts have hurt him or not. 








And that this is his first warm 
weather release isn’t going to make 
any difference, either. Sid. 





Prince and the Pauper 


First National production for Warner 
Bros. release. Produced by Robert Lord. 
Directed by William Keighley. From story 
of same name by Mark Twain. Screen 
play by Laird Doyle from a dramatic ver- 
sion by Catherine C, Cushing. Photogra- 
phy Sol Polito; film editor, Ralph Daw- 
son, score, Erich W. Korngold. At Strand, 
N. Y., week May 5 Rumning tiine, 115 
mins, 
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Cece kb accctsccetestees Ivan fimpson 
> fe 4) Oe «+se+-Montagu Love 
Father Andrew....... eoceccces Fritz Le'ber 
Grandmother Canty.......Elspeth Dudgoon 
, SME 5600 cs cseee ba deaceues Macy Field 
, Ble” TR a As Forrester Harvey 
Lady Jane Seymour......... Henry Valkis 
is Ons ébtskeveeeneeses Lester Matthews 
a 8 |) Ser rerrrrripee Rovert Aduir 
OCONG. GORI sc ccocccvedcoss Harry Cording 
BOTG Warwick. os. cicccese Robert Warwick 





Of all his stories, Mark Twain 
loved best “The Prince and the 
Pauper.’ If he had had any idea 
that some day someone would make 
a moving picture of it, he prob- 
ably would have agreed that it 
would have been better if the yarn 


and more with the realistic. 


romance whatsoever. 


quence and 


Flynn. It is not. enough. 


best in romantic, 
roles. But there is no girl oppo- 
site Flynn. 


gains his throne on Coronation Day 


soldier of fortune. 
scene at the finish, when Flynn begs 
his King to forego the honors and 
let him rove at will, is an exact re- 
plica of that betwéen McLaglen and 
Bartholomew in ‘Professional Sol- 
dier.. Even unto the wink the boy 
monarch slips the man, 

Such interest as the film contains 
could have been heightened by some 
drastic trimming in the early scenes, 
so that Flynn’s entrance might have 
been moved up. He does Miles 
Hendon with the proper dash and 
spirit. The Mauch boys play their 
contrasting parts with earnestness if 
not too much skill. Claude Rains as 
Hertford: Montagu Love as Henry 





dishing it out in snatches he has 


VIII, and Barton MacLane, and John 


were less concerned with fantastic 
Pro- 
duced with sincerity and lavishness, 
this film is a long gamble because it 
is a costume picture minus any 
The commer- 
cial aspect seems wholly concerned 
in the timeliness of a Coronation se- 
the name of _ Errol 


_ In this film are the Mauch Twins, 
in addition to Flynn, wno is at his 
swashbuckling 


So it’s just the story of 
the Tudor Prince who exchanges 
places with a beggar boy, and re- 


through the heroism of a dashing 
Incidentally, the 





Miniature Reviews 





‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO). An- 
other holdover musical in the 
Astaire-Rogers string. 

‘Prince and the Pauper’ 
(WB). Lavish if not convinc- 
ing feature based on Mark 
Twain’s story. Stars Errol Flynn 
and the Mauch Twins. Doubt- 
ful box office. 

‘Make Way for Tomorrow’ 
(Par). Drama of gap between 
youth and old-age, with Victor 
Moore and Beulah Bondi out- 
standing; needs special exploi- 
tation. 

‘Internes Can‘t Take Money’ 
(Par). Satisfactory melodrama 
with a tear. Barbara Stanwyck 
and Joel McCrea. 

‘Call It a Day’ (WB). Well 
played and made, but too light 
to do well. 

‘That I May Live’ (20th). 
Simple exconvict story which 
winds up happily. Fairly well 
marqueed and well mixed. For 
the multiples. 

‘Romance and Riches’ (GN). 
Weak rehash of old formula, 
with Cary Grant and Mary 
Brian for marquee. Below- 
decks dualer. 











Canty, are fiercely melodramatic. 
List of players is long and contains 
some familiar names. 

Production values, . photography 
and sound are up to best standards, 
but it doesn’t seem that William 
Keighley, in his direction, has cap- 
tured sufficient sympathy for the 
two youngsters to compensate for 
the romantic loss in having no fiancee 
for Flynn. The fragile plot scarcely 
holds together a full length screen 
play. Audiences will likely want to 
believe it could happen, but the 
actuality of the screen turns fancy 
into reality. For some reason the 
bigger the scenes and the more 
elaborate the composition photogra- 
phy the less convincing it becomes. 
Flin, 


Make Way for Tomorrow 


Paramount release of Leo McCarey pro- 
duction. Features Victor Moore, Beulah 
Bondi, Fay Bainter, Thomas Mitchell, Di- 
rected by Leo McCarey. Screen play Vina 
Delmar from novel by Josephine Lawrence 
and play by Helen and Nolan Leary; musical 
direction, Boris Morros; camera, William 
Mellor. At Criterion, N. Y., week May 8, 
’37. Running time, 91 mins. 

Barkley Cooper.....cccccceces Victor Moore 
Lucy COOper.occcccccccccceces Beulah Bondi 
Amita COOper.....scccccccssess Fay Bainter 
George COOper.....secevees Thofmas Mitchell 
MAMEEE GOOUORS 0.0 686s cescesise Ray Mayer 





RROGR COOMer. cccccccicsecess Barbara Read 
POREG ca ccccccctencccesecee Louise Beavers 
Carlton Gorman...y.-.eeeeees Gene Morgan 
Cora Payne..... AGnedaones Elizabeth Risdon 
ED SS Pye e ris ee Ralph M,. Remley 
Richard Payne........ George Offerman, Jr. 
TACK PAYNE. .cccccsessecccvcce Tommy Bupp 
Blarvey CHASE. oo ccccccccceccces Porter Hall 
Nellie Chase.................Minna Gombel 
Max Rubens...........Maurice Moscovitch 
Mire, RUDOTS....cccccccccccces Ferike Boros 
Boy Friend...cccccccccccsccoemick Lukats 
i PPePrrvrerrrii veer eer c Terry Ray 
Bip. HOnBing. oc cccvccccccess Gene Lockhart 
BPOCCOE 00.060 008 56-6006 bes Louis Jean Heydt 
WOCUOROLY 0. i cic s cedccdoucess Ruth Warren 
Auto Salesman........-e06- Dell Henderson 
Hotel Mameger....cccscccseess Paul Stanton 
pe PTT T ere Tey Granville Bates 





Rugged simplicity marks this Leo 
McCarey production. It is a tear- 
jerker, obviously grooved for femme 
fans, but the gripping manner in 
which it is told may overcome the 
sad theme and cause sufficient dis- 
cussion to aid the box-office. 

To get past the marquee weakness, 
title handicap and develop male 
patronage, film will require a care- 
fully prepared advance campaign, 
such as instituted at this house. Aside 
from taking full cognizance of 
Mother’s Day and linking it to the 
picture’s theme, management here 
plugged it in novel fashion on the 
basis that it was a great heart drama 
of the present era. Even so, business 
is apt to be spotty where played 
solo. 

McCarey, who also directed, has 
firmly etched the dilemma in which 
an elderly married couple find them- 
selves when they lose their old 
dwelling place and their five grown- 
up children are non-receptive. He 
has kept audience interest focused on 
old Lucy Cooper and Pa Cooper as 
they are separated, each finding 
themselves in the way and not fitting 
in with the two households (one 
with a son and the other with a 
daughter). 

However, he might well have 
sacrificed the bitterly sad ending by 
following through with the happier 
motif he develops as the old pair are 
reunited for a few fleeting but joy- 
ous hours. That and the fact that 
this lighter mood is saved until the 
last seem to be weaknesses. 

Victor Moore essays a serious role 
as Pa Cooper without firmly estab- 
lishing himself in the new field. He 
still is a grand trouper, but he con- 
tinues to be more Victor Moore than 
an old grandfather, and he makes the 
biggest impression in the lighter, 
more whimsical moments. Moore’s 
slow manner of delivery assists him 
in making the elderly role more life- 
like, but his forte for comedy re- 
mains outstanding. 





Beulah Bondi, as the aged Lucy, 


his wife, is standout from the view- 
point of clever character work and 
make-up. She has some of the 
meaty scenes and makes them real. 


Fay Bainter is cast as the wife of 
George Cooper, one of the sons to 
whose house the mother goes to live, 
She does splendidly with a difficult 
assignment. Thomas Mitchell makes 
this son part reasonable enough, 
without being brilliant. 


Maurice Moscovitch, as the ardent 
listener to the old man’s woes and 
who understands him better than his 
own children, contributes a neat 
portrayal and one that reaches top- 
flight for sincerity. Minna Gombel, 
cast as the fault-finding daughter in 
whose home Pa Cooper seeks refuge, 
is competent. 


Others in the large cast who aid 
the general effect include Ray Mayer, 
Barbara Read, Louise Beavers, Eliza- 
beth Risdon, Paul Stanton and 
Porter Hall. 


Vina Delmar’s screen play is filled 
with pertinent and timely dialog. 


Few passages fail to fit. William 
Mellor supplies adequate camera 
coverage. Wear, 


Internes Can’t Take 


Money 

Paramount release of Benjamin Glazer 
production. Stars Barbara Stanwyck and 
Joel McCrea. Features Lloyd Nolan and 
Stanley Ridges. Directed by Alfred San- 
tell, From magazine story by Max Brand; 
adaptation, Rian James, Theodore Reeves; 
photography, Theodore Sparkuhl, At Par- 
amount, N. Y¥., week May 5, ‘37. Running 
time, 77 mins, 
BUS SN i sie deendie< Barbara Stanwyck 
SUE TORT R ic cccccopeccecece Joel McCrea 
POs ec cnbbeweaeseseesedeced Lloyd Nolan 
FUUMNOM Niece soccencssessocecs Stanley Ridges 
Interne Jones.....eeeee- Gaylord Pendleton 
BUNTMO WOEGERe ic cascadoccscere Lee Bowman 
GOP PEPE TEC ET ET) COTTER Irving Bacon 
WG. BEONCIMs 6c oeetes ss Barry Macollum 
Ble SIONS wie d chase eba sexe Pierre Watkin 





‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ should 
draw enough meller addicts to give 
the film somewhat better than aver- 


age standing at the box office. While 


its early hospital atmosphere is not 
pleasant, it is a mother love theme 
plus some excitement, romance and 
comedy. 

It has an interesting story to tell 
and once the preliminaries are out of 
the way, production takes on pace 
and keeps building to a happy tear 
climax. After developing sympathy 
for the interne hero (Joel McCrea) 
film goes underworld and entangles 
him in the desperate quest of a young 
woman (Barbara Stanwyck) just re- 
leased from prison. Object of the 
— is her three-year-old daugh- 
er. 

Miss Stanwyck and McCrea are 
aptly matched in the central roles. 
As the Sir Galahad in white McCrea 
convinces, while this type of part is 
that which Miss Stanwyck does best. 
Lloyd Nolan, as a racketeer chief, 
who, though puzzled by the subject 
of ethics, allows nothing to stand in 
the way of paying off one favor 
with another, is very good, and Stan- 
ley Ridges is both suave and vicious 
as a crook who first offers to sell the 
mother information about her child 
and then attempts to exact more per- 
sonal terms. Ridges’ part is exc 
tionally well played, written and di- 
rected. 

McCrea’s first encounter with the 
racketeering crew is in a saloon near 
the hospital. The interne, with but 
crude implements available, saves 
the life of the wounded Nolan. 
McCrea rejects the $1,000 that is 
handed him for the barroom opera- 
tion because it,is against his profes- 
sional pledge. The refusal becomes 
further complicated by Miss Stan- 
wyck’s plea that the money be loaned 
to her. It is the amount which 
Ridges wants for his info as to the 
child’s whereabouts. 

Proceedings take on pathos and ac- 
tion when Miss Stanwyck decides to 
get her youngster the other way. As 
she starts to leave town with Ridges, 
McCrea enlists Nolan’s aid for the 
chase, and in the encounter with 
Nolan’s thugs Ridges is shot. Miss 
Stanwyck begs that his life be saved. 
If he dies, the whereabouts of her 
child will never be known. McCrea 
again performs an operation and the 
wounded crook talks. 

Dialog is well contrived through- 
out and there are enough good com- 
edy passages to relieve the film’s 
seamy trend and emotional pabulum. 


Odec. 

Warner Bros. release of Cosmopolitan 
production, Features Olivia de Haviland, 
Ian Hunter, Anita Louise, Alice Brady, 
Roland Young, Frieda Inescort. Directed 
by Archie Mayo, From play of same name 
by Dodie Smith; adaptation, Casey Robin- 
son; film ediior, James Gibbons; camera, 
Ernest Haller, At Capitol, N. Y., week 
May 6, ’°37 Running time, 89 mins. 
Catherine Hilton....... Olivia de Havilland 
SU -MEOUONNNs 5 660300048000 6%a06 Ian Hunter 
DOE SUEUR 60 6:5 6600000:065. 85% id Anita Louise 
i hh de SEE TERT U TT CrP Eee Alice Brady 
POU MORIN. £66 64066400060. Roland Young 
EPOTGERG TRIM sc ceccesces: Frieda Inescort 
PB ee er ee Bonita Granville 
BMMNON PPMMCIBs 66 6666 ccceeecss Peggy Wood 
Beatrice Gwynn.......... -Marcia Ralston 
Paul Francis........... Walter Woolf King 


tM TTET TT TTT TTT Tee rT ee Peter Willes 





‘Call It a Day’ is an example of a 
fine cast rowing avery thin boat. 
Script is so light that, for pictures, 
even the calibre of its playing and 
direction cannot save it. Film doesn’t 








seem destined to do well as regards 


—= 


business, though it can easily become 
a critic’s pet. 

This was a Theatre Guild play of 
last season which did well, In the 
conversion to the screen action {gs 
woefully lacking. Also, while ‘the 
players are excellent they are never- 
theless shy on drawing power. 

Frieda Inescort, the closest thing to 
Alice Joyce on the screen since Miss 
Joyce’s retirement, and Ian Hunter 
play the spring afflicted Hiltons. 
Olivia DeHaviland is the lovesick 
daughter; Bonita Granville the lo- 
quacious school kid of the house; 
Anita Louise the pretty neighbor; 
Roland Young the romantic brother 
of the gabby Alice Brady, and Mar- 
cia Ralston is an on the make actress. 

It opens on the first day of spring 
with the balmy weather getting un- 
der the skins of all concerned. The 
husband almost becomes involved 
with the actress; the wife becomes 
the romantic target of bachelor 
Young, and the elder daughter is in 
a frenzy over an artist (Walter King) 
whose wife (Peggy Wood) is wise to 
him, too. It ends with everyone 
straightening themselves out and 
realizing it’s simply spring fever. 

In direction, Archie Mayo has han- 
dled the various sequences refresh- 
ingly and humorously. Picture has 
charm, offers many a giggle but nary 
a sock laugh. It’s all frothy, with the 
production background satisfactory. 
While it may not have been the fault 
of the print, at the Capitol the re- 
cording was not good in spots. 

Miss DeHaviland is exceptionally 
good as the romantic daughter, al- 
though a little too much footage is 
allotted her crying spells. Walter 
King makes the wayward artist 
stand out, and Ian Hunter is 
splendid as the head of the house. 
Pictures can also do with more of 
Miss Inescourt, who spreads a definite 
amount of dignity and appearance 
across the screen. ‘ 


So it’s a case of a well made pic- 
ture lacking sufficient weight to 
make the necessary box office im- 
pression. Char, 


Jim Hanvey, Detective 


Republic release of Albert E. Levoy proe 
duction. Features Guy Kibbee, Tom Brown, 
Lucie Kaye, Directed by Phil Rosen, Screen 
play, Joseph Krumgold and Olive Cooper; 
story, Octavus Roy Cohen; camera, Jack 
Marta; editor, William Morgan. At Liberty, 
Lincoln, dual, Running time, 71 mins. 





oe MORPUETURT EE ECL LIL . Guy Kibbee 
TOIEY secccscccccvesceccosese - Tom Brown 
TOON cececoccerccecsevsevessecs Lucie Kaye 
Mrs, Frost . Catharine Doucet 
ROMO covcsccccccccccsecccees Edward Brophy 
Smith ..cccccecccvcsscccseces Edward Gargan 
BEV. TAM ccccccccccces Helen Jerome Eddy 
BPD oc bce seccséccceccsece Theodor Von Elta 
BEWOCE cececvesscccuhstce Kenneth Thomson 
BROS ccccccccccvcoccobeses Howard Hickman 
TMMbDeCrt cccccvccccccccccccssess Oscar Apfel 
Brackett ..sccscsscsces «++.-Charles Williams 
DBVIG ccccccccccccccessceseces Wade Boteler 
Editor ...cses TTT T Robert Emmett Keane 





This initial move for Jim Hanvey 
from the Sateveport pages to the 
screen is a false start, but will be 
called a balk by the umpiring public 
and held against him should the 
name appear on the marquee again. 


Guy Kibbee should be a natural 
in the role, but as his dialog indi- 
cates in the opening minutes, he’s 
truly not interested in the case. 
Never gets enthusiastic at any time, 
which, although in character with 
the stories, doesn’t present a very 
excitable screen mystery. It pro- 
ceeds from reel to reel with a strictly 
‘so what’ attitude. 


Light romance is inserted with 
Tom Brown, a newspaper cub with 
an idea he’s going to even outdo 
‘Gone With The Wind,’ and write 
a book in six volumes, and Lucie 
Kaye, spoiled daughter of the rich. 
Neither of the kids has a lot to do. 
Catharine Doucet does her pat char- 
acterization of a past middle-aged 
imbecile. Edward Brophy carries the 
criminal element, which takes in 
Edward Gargan, Theodor Von Eltz 
and Kenneth Thomson. He gets so 
excited several times, he searches 
himself. In fact, Brophy is about 
the only activity noted. 


Story is about an insurance com- 
pany down 1,000 yards on an em- 
erald loss which can only be solved 
by Hanvey. Hanvey finally takes the 
case, finds the theft is only a stunt 
by the romancers as plot-stufi for 
Brown's book. Takes on seriousness 
when yeggs are really after the 
stones, but Hanvey finds the crook 
in the least expected place, formula 
to the letter, as an official in the 
insurance company. 

‘Hanvey’ does not fare nearly so 
well on the screen as Octavus Roy 
Cohen has been able to sell him in 
print. Lot of the fault goes to the 
scripters who let spring fever creep 
into the lines. Dual bills will have 
this one on the weak side and it'll 
cause bad word of mouth. Barn. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, May 11. 

_ Universal changed ‘Channel Cross- 
ing’ to ‘Reported Missing.’ 

Columbia's ‘With Kind Regards’ 
will be released as ‘It Can’t Last For- 
ever.’ Studio also changed ‘Pro- 
fessional Juror’ to ‘The Man Behind 
the Law.’ 

‘Born Reckless’ retagged ‘Armored 
Taxi’ at 20th-Fox. 


Republic’s ‘This Business of Love’ 
now is ‘Meet the Boy Friend.’ 
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THAT I MAY LIVE 


ayth-Fox release of Sol Wurtzel_ pro- 
duction. Features Rochelle Hudson, Robert 
Kent, J. KMdward Bromberg. Directed by 
‘Allan Dwan. Screen play by Ben Markson, 


William Conselman; camera, Robert 
Planck. At Central, N. Y., dual, week 
May 8, ‘’37. Running time, 70 mins. 
Jrene Howard .ecereeeeees Rochelle Hudson 
Dick M ewe Vise e's case dese Robert Kent 
Tex ShapirO ..ceereeees J. Edward Bromberg 
Charlie coerce cece eee ce cree ees Jack La Rue 
POP codocedercccreeerescoee Frank Conroy 
Abner Jemkins......eeeeeeeees Fred Kelsey 
Mack cossesccccccspececere George Cooper 
Chief of Police ........6- De Witt Jennings 
Bish Plivens ....+-++eeeees Russell Simpson | 
Kurt PlivenS ..ccseeees William Benedict 
This cop and robber pic is suf- 





ficiently well mixed with low humor | 


dualists anywhere 
for the type of 


to please 


additionally, film 


and | 
dashing 


which it is, has fair marquee allure. | 


Robert Kent is freed from prison 
and wants to go straight. However, 
his old criminal pals force him to 
do another job. Boys cross him and 


attempt to knock him off in order to | 


tag him with the murder of a cop. 
But Kent escapes and meets Ro- 


chelle Hudson in a wayside lunch- | 


room of a small town. 


She helps | 


him to a dishwasher job. But her | 


boss is jealous’ so 


move on, 


they have to/| 


That’s when J. Edward Bromberg, 


an itinerant peddler who travels by 
truck from town to town, bumps 
into the pair to play their lucky 
uncle. He helps the pair along, gets 


them wed, and when the jig is up| 


and Kent has to meet the cops, it’s 
Bromberg, the benevolent, kitchen 
philosopher who thinks up a solu- 
tion that takes the lover into a 
happy clinch. 

Some of the camp stuff is remin- 
iscent, and for a _ small-town girl 
Miss Hudson may be a bit too smart, 
but altogether the film tapers off 
into a nice, homely comedy-drama 
with action. 

J. Edward Bromberg tops the his- 
trionic division. Shan. 


Kaiser Von Kalifornien 


(‘The Emperor of California’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Tobis-Rota release 


of Luis Trenker pro- 
duction. Stars Luis Trenker. Directed by 
Luis Trenker; music, Dr. Giuseppe Becke. 
At Casino, N. Y¥., week May 7, ‘37. Run- 
ning time, 101 mins, 
SE eer rer ry Serre Luis Trenker 
ON 4004504 5 46:44%.6 Viktoria von Ballasko 
See rer eer ++... Werner Kunig 
PE SJethesee svevedee ---Karl Zwingmann 
eee TPMOUGE ©. aie ceiveueveces Elise Aulinger 
Amalie .............Melanie Horeschovsky 
Zhe Stranger .....ccccces Bernhard Minetti 
I Cio vnins 6.54506 ne eesar Luis Gerold 
Sn Seten tet 460 sass eedeens Paul Verhoeven 
Gouverneur Alvarado....Hans Zesch-Ballot 
WW edsésalcedeeewane Marcella Albani 
Serre re eee Walter Franck 
DE -ould'd60sddsbdddeees Reginald Pasch 
SN vit cnscvevsetsacoesd August Eichhorn 
DOOM “On 0 sn 3. cadbeuseces Berta Drews 
DEE Gi cAe6ds dedcccedeed Alexander Golling 
NO id o's on 6 Cade uhaee Heinrich Marlow 
Peer eeor Pree ee Rudolf Klein-Rogge 


(In German, with English Titles) 


This is a Teutonic version of 
Sutter's Gold,’ novel written by 
Blaise Cendrars, which Universal 
produced in Hollywood about a year 
ago. It suffers by comparison, 
despite the good performance of 
Luis Trenker, who at gne time was 
considered for the Sutter role by 
U. English titles are not Ameri- 
canese enough to satisfy U. S. audi- 
ences, and tedious lapses in con- 
tinuity probably will confine the pic- 
ture’s draw to German speaking 
houses—if any. 
Scripters of this German film 
seemingly have taken smatterings of 
Bruno Frank’s ‘Der General Das 
Gold,’ which was done as a play and 
opera, and the more vivid episodes 
of ‘Sutter’s Gold.’ Production unit 
from Berlin went on location in 
California for the bulk of the out- 
door episodes. This is self-evident in 
some of the desert scenes because 
they are painfully prolonged, with- 
out legitimate excuse. However, the 
Cameraman grabbed some cloud ef- 
fects and mountian views which 
would surprise even most Holly- 
wood lens experts for their effects. 
Production moves along with more 
alacrity and suspense than usually 
uncovered in German cinemas. Gold 
rush sequences attain a _ certain 
amount of force. Luis Trenker fur- 
nishes a likely Sutter character, here 
the German merchant who pioneered 
to California and built a colony, only 
to have his empire undermined by 
gold. Remainder of cast is standard 
Teutonic stock types. Wear. 


NAVY BLUES 


Republic 


Pe release and production, Asso- 
Pu * Producer, Burt Kelly. Features Dick 
j ircell, _ Mery Brian, Warren Hymer, 
ee Sawyer. Directed by Halph Staub, 
ro reen play Gordon Kahn, Eric Taylor; 
on Jack Marta, At Fox, Brooklyn, 
tin flouble, week May 7, ‘37. Running 
oo 6S mins, 
Decks thet ee secececcees Richard Purcell 
Bitr. ONS8 66550000001 05400es sen ary Brian 
a SP Sh OSs Stee w se eew ene Warren Hymer 
Ky seth teeth cee reer Tee Joseph Sawyer 
Gatele TOO eee ees eeeeseees IKdward Woods 
Way CBr eecccscces -Horace MacMahon 
M: PPV OGs ss. tude heehee Sees Chester Clute 
Gola tie da PETER Te ee Lucille Gleason 
1); " tte 8 sees ecenereccesees Ruth Fallows 
Pte daben AEE Alonzo Price 
ina SON ese seeecs Ceeccese Mei Ruick 
OWN ey 640 Sas 4heh ELE SC Carleton Young 
b An all-around weakie, and the 
tae returns will be the same. Cast 
Ne no names to help. 
likely -y..;. 8t best, incredible, and 
“'y to be snickered at. Had the 


Melodramatics in ‘Navy Blues’ been 














pointed up it might have offset some 
of the other lacks, 

Story is that of the gusty, gar- 
rulous gob who dates up a prim li- 
brarian on a bet with shipmates 
by posing as an aspirant for An- 
napolis. When that misrepresenta- 
tion is seen through, he passes him- 
self off as an Intelligence Officer. 
Soon he is unwittingly involved with 
a spy ring seeking to assassinate 
a visiting diplomat. He and the girl 
are kidnapped, but are rescued by 
the Navy and, in the nick of time. 
thwart the assassination. 

Cast is handicapped by the lines 
and business with which they're sad- 
dled. Mary Brian succeeds 
than the others in lifting 
above her assignment. Purcell as the 
male lead gives an 
out performance. Hymer, 





better | 
herself | 


in-and- | 
Sawyer | 


and MacMahon strive pretty earnest- | 


ly to squeeze to a drip 
comedy they can find in their roles, 
but there’s very little. Lucille Glea- 
son does o.k. in a bustling matron 
part. Bert. 


OUR FIGHTING NAVY 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, April 26. 


Herbert W ileox Production, released 
through General Film Distributors. Stars 
H. B. Warner, Robert Douglas, Richard 
Cromwell. Directed by Norman Walker. 
Adapted from stery by ‘Bartimeus.’ By 
arrangements with Navy League and 
acknowledgments to Guy C. Pollock and 
H. T. Bishop, At the Plaza theatre, Lon- 
don, April 21, ‘37. Running time, 75 mins, 
Beek. EOPOMES i500 eas 0889s 500% 09 H. B. Warner 
Captain Markham........ Robert Douglas 
Bill Armstrong.......... Richard Cromwell 
Sn vig ME ORL TOL CET Er ee Hazel Terry 


PYOSIPGEN . ca sccsccsccrececcccccs NGG BOOTY 
Rebel Commandant ..+. Esme Percy 


SNS 566.6060 v6 0ueeees Frederick Culley 
Jennifer... rh coccccees INKY Stuart 
Rebel Gunnery Officer ...Henry Victor 


This stirring adaptation of a story 
by a popular naval writer hits the 
screen at a very opportune moment. 
One can hardly label it pure prop- 
aganda, except that so very few op- 
portunities are available for wit- 
nessing the life and use of the Brit- 
ish Navy, owing to previous rigor- 
ous bans by the powers that be. Its 
timeliness, therefore, coincides with 
the rise in income tax to pay for 
increased armaments, and the story 
shows the man in the street the need 
for maintaining naval strength to 
protect British life and property 
overseas. Whether it is forceful 
enough to interest Americans is 
problematical, but it should certainly 
be a hit in home waters. 

Difficult to imagine this 
better cast. 
harassed British 


picture 


consul during an 
uprising in a_ supposedly South 
American port. Noah Beery gives 
a rich, unctuous performance as the 
amiable, childlike president who eats 
and drinks gluttonously and fails to 
see the danger at his door. Robert 
Douglas brings charm and dignity to 
the hero’s role: the captain of a 
cruiser who is sent to protect British 
nationals and has to handle a deli- 
cate situation with the greatest tact. 
Richard Cromwell plays a young 
lieutenant with easy grace (he is 
dubbed a Canadian to account for 
his accent), and Esme Percy suggests 
the quiet villainy of the native rebel 
without over-acting. Hazel Terry has 
very little to do as the love — 
em, 





"ORA PONCIANO 


(‘Come On Now, Ponciano) 
(MEXICAN MADE) 


Mexico City, May 6. 


Producciones Soria, 4. en P., produe- 
tion. Directed by Gabriel Soria, Art 
director, Jose Rodriguez: camera, Alex 
Phillips: sound, B. J. Krogger; oricinal, 
Jose Ortiz: adaptation, Gabriel Soria, bivira 
de la More. At Cine-Teatro Alameda, Mex- 
ico City Running time 105 minutes. 
PONCIANd,. ......ceseccveses Chucho Sclorzano 
PIOMOTIG . octets cecssvseesecs Consuelo brenk 
Ponciano (as hoy)..cccccececs Pepito del Rio 
Rosario (a8 girl)... .cceeeceees Eva Azvearate 
Mercedes......e+eeeee66- Mercedes Azcarate 
p WET TELTEELETCLE TL Leopoldo Ortin 
i errr verrrrrrererere Carlos M, Lopez 
PU sc 6800000 bases ceesscevesesseel Maria Calvo 


(In Spanish) 

This pic, off to a new high record 
start—it played two weeks to sock 
b.o. at the class Cine-Teatro Ala- 
meda—has much to recommend it to 
American audiences. Though the 
basic theme centers around a mata- 


dor was was the idol of late 19th 
century Mexico it is not overly 
bloody. Soria and Senoriia de la 


Mora did a neat adaptation job, 
Camera work is. very good. 

There are several shots of pastoral 

Mexico which possess rare beauty. 


Sound is adequate and the Cast, 
headed by Solorzano, outstanding 
Mexican matador, and Consuelo 
Frank, who has a rep as a stage 
actress here, is exceptionally well 
chosen. 


Story affords an interesting insight 
into the glamorous life of the late 
’80s and is laden with not very well 
known, but nevertneless iniriguing, 
Mexican folklore. Costuming is the 
McCoy and pleasing. 


Music is tuneful and there are 
some pleasant dances, especially 
those of the Mexican sequences, 
though it is too bad that a snappier 
Spanish dance does not grace the 
otherwise excellent old Madrid 


bullfighters’ rendezvous shots. Grah. 


H. B. Warner plays a | 


whatever | 


Der Mann, Von Dem Man 


Spricht 
(‘Man Who Is Talked About’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, April 28. 


Siegel Monopol release of Projectograph 
Film production, Directed by E. M. Emo. 
Camera, Eduard Hosch. At Ufa Kurfur- 


stendamm, Ufa Friedrichstrass and Atrium, 
Running time #2 mins, 


(ee rere ee Heinz Ruhmann 
ER ree ere re Theo Lingen 
Toni’s” BrOUNe ssh Recess eka seees Hans Moser 
8 Se eae Heinz Salfner 
Bianca bbS 0606404080058 seeeess- Gusti Huber 
oo ee re eer eee Gerhard Bienert 


(In German) 

This chuckle provoker is the cine- 
matic wallop of the season. And this 
despite hardly a new situation in the 
total footage. Even such an old 
wheeze as going to bed in the show- 
window of a furniture store is very 


| funny because the business is top- 





| 


| 





| able to 


notch and dialog side-splitting. Di- 
rector has given the tale a snappy 
gait and the actors propel it capably 
to its happy end. 


and profits last. Such is ‘The Last 
Night,’ a gun-shot filled tear-jerker 
of the last days of the 1917 revolu- 
tion and the victory of the bolshe- 
viki over the White Russians. For 
those sympathetic to the Soviet, it’s 
okay; for others, it’s grim business, 
with the current Spanish Revolution 
a perfect counterpart. 


Story is a constant battle, with in- 
jections here and there of human in- 
terest of the type dear to Russian 
directors of the present-day school. 
Grim pictures of poverty and human 
suffering, all laid directly or indi- 
rectly on the doorsteps of the cap- 
italists, are portrayed. Besides, 
there’s the battle scenes; the almost 





complete wipe-out of the bolsheviki | 
Zakharkin family; the tragic death | 


of a young army student shortly 
after he leaves the arms of his 
sweetheart, etc. 

That’s for the Russian masses—an 


ever reminder that their uprising 
was not in vain. In America, it must 
also give some types and classes of 


peoples ideas. For the latter, it’s | 
| serious propaganda. 
Production is okay and, in spots, 


Story revolves around Toni Mathis, | 
a lovable, happy-go-lucky collegiate | 


who just can’t say “no.” 
being enrolled as a 

zoology is the result of not 
deny his uncle’s 


Even his 


student of | 
being | 
wish, | 


Through the untiring efforts of Has- | 


sler, Toni’s man-servant, a question- 
able amount of scientific erudition 
has been crammed into the young 
master’s head. 
up for the final exams, he is expelled 
and the uncle decides that 
mony is the only thing left for Toni. 
So he shows him a snapshot of three 
SZals, ordering him to choose one as 
a wife. Toni, amiable as usual, pro- 
poses making a target of the photo 
and popping the question to the one 
he hits. He misses and the bullet 
lands in the pocketbook of a passing 
beauty. 

She makes a date with him for the 
circus that evening but gives no 
name and he finds her on the fly- 
ing trapeze. It’s love at first sight, 
but old man Zaratti turns him down 
as a son-in-law, saying that his 
Banca can marry only a trouper. 
Nothing daunted, Toni buys a book 
teaching the short-cuts to vaude 
acting but doesn’t make the grade. 
Then it gets good and screwy. 

Slap-stick farce is a sure sock. 
not only because of the dearth of 
comic comedies. E. M. Emo is an 
old hand at the game and knows 
what’s what. As for Heinz Ruh- 
mann, he is Germany's top-notch 
juve comedian and this pic is one 
more feather in his cap. 


Rio Grande Romance 


Victory release of Sam 
tion. Stars kddie 
Doyle, Directed by Bob Hill; story, 
B. Kyne; screenplay, Al Martin; camera, 
Bill Hyer: editor, Dan Milner. At Liberty, 


produc- 
Maxine 
Peter 


Katzman 
Nugent and 





Lincoln, Neb., double bill. Running time, 
70 mins. 

BOD MROVOWE occ cdecscevees Eddie Nugent 
Joan Willlame ..cccccccscs Maxine Doyle 
PE See enddcnederncsvetss kuzzy Knight 
ee MCT eee TT irr Lucille Jound 
ete COR bcc icicsccceiss Don Alvarado 
MRSC oc sccewrecceccecesévons Nick Stuart 
EUEOY 666606 cdc cicseascads George Walsh 
WRETCID © 046060500006 08 00bes ...Jovee Kay 
Sheriff George Cleveland 
BROIOY scicccccccecsctsveces Forrest Taylor 
LAMPBON secssscsccscccccccse Eirnie Adams 
TRWIS ccccccccescccseesacseceses Ind Cassidy 


Title will lure a lot of people in 
figuring it’s a western, but since it’s 
an action touch-and-go nobody will 
be hurt. Picture runs overlong and 
could still stand scissoring without 
loss of story maneuvering. Photog- 
raphy is blurred and this print was 
spotty. Sound also was not up to par. 

Couple of featured players are 
starred; Eddie Nugent and Maxine 
Doyle. Nugent is an FBI agent on 
a busman’s holiday. His collegiate 
looks are against him filling the 
rough assignment convincingly, but 
he does the best talking jot of the 
entire cast. Maxine Doyle, recruited 
from vaude, is not so forte as the 
sheriff’s daughter. 

Forrest Taylor is the slicker, play- 
ing the crime side while posing as 
an upright attorney. Don Alvarado 
and Lucille Lund are placed in the 
secondary interest, Alvarado getting 
about three phiz minutes—all regis- 
tering worry. Nick Stuart, whose 
memory has been dulled to the point 
of extinction for the fans, has only 
a minor role. 

This is a weak attraction, a mill- 
stone even to a dual bill combo un- 
less in strictly action houses where 
itll hold its own. Barn. 


THE LAST NIGHT 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 


But failing to turn | 


| 


| 


matri- | 





| and 


Amkino release of Mosfilm production 

Directed by Yuri Reisman, Scenario by 
kK. Grabilovitch and Yuri Reisman At | 
Cameo, N. Y., week April 27, ‘37. Kunning 
time, 83 mins. 
Zakharkin, the father... ...f R. Peltser 
Sn: Beets ecosncewers M. GG. Yarotskayva 
Peter Zakharkin............N. 1. Deorokhin 
Kuzma Zakharkin........A. A. Konsovsky 
Ilya Zakharkin... ‘aweeee V. A. Popov 
Leontiev, the father.... N. N. Rybnikov 
Alexei Leontiev............8. M. Vecheslov 
Lena Leontiev..........T. K. Okunevskaya 
Michailov.......... e P \ V. Gribkovy 
Semikhatoy seeteue _ Arkadin 
Soskin in Officer - M. |. Kholed 


(In Russian, with English Titles) 

Every now and then an American 
producer revives a patriotic theme 
on celluloid, the motive, 
being chiefly the mercenary one of 
rofits through emotional stimulus. 
n Russia the situation is a bit dif- 
ferent. There the patriotic and 
propaganda films are much more 
frequent, if not constant, with the 
idea first of keeping at a high pitch 
the fervor of a redeemed proletariat, 


| ranch 
| the region. 


however, | 


the acting is excellent. Standouts 
are M. G. Yarotskaya, the mother 
who loses practically her entire 
family, and N. I. Dorokhin, as her 
last remaining son and revolutionary 
leader. Scho. 


OKAY FOR SOUND 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, April 30. 
Picture, 


Gainsborough released in United 


Kingdom throvgh General Film Distrib 
utors, Stars the Crazy Gang, Nervo and 
Knox, Flanagan and Allen, Naughton and 
Gold. Directed by Marcel Varnel. From 
the London Palladium stage show, Camera- 
man, Jack Cox. At the Phoenix theatre, 
London, April 22, ‘37. Running time, 86 
mins. 
Goldberger. ....cccccccccsscseee eed Dupres 
BOOTOCRTT ce ccccccactvecsece Knid Stamp-Taylor 
a! PEPRRTEC TTT Graham Moffat 
Guegenheimer..........++++.Metinhart Maur 
pO | PRPS TTT Ee TS, 
All-in-Wreatlers. ..sccccvcescd Jan Gotch and 
Louls Pergantes 
Nervo and Knox 


.\ Mlanegan and Allen 
| Maughton and Gold 


Studio Disorganizers 


Practically a photographed version 
of the Crazy Show staged successfully 
at the Palladium recently. The six 
comics are let loose in a_ studio, 
where they are mistaken for rich city 
men. They are really down-and-outs 
related to the pageboy who got them 
dolled up as extras, but revolutionize 
the place before the mistake is dis- 
covered. Should be a riot locally, 
where these teams are considered the 
tops; probably in the U. S. the pic- 
ture won't mean a thing. 

Fred Duprez gives a splendid char- 
acterization of a film magnate, accent 
and all, surrounded by goid and in- 
competence and imminent ruin. 
After insulting the real financial 
lions who have reluctantly come to 
interview him, he discovers his Ger- 
man director inarticulate with rage 
at having his ballet ruined by the 
six impostors, who promptly bur- 
lesque it, They also stage a mock 
wrestling bout, with Nervo and Knox 
deing their slow-motion act; then a 
contrasted version of broadcasting 
commentary as done by an American 
and a British commentator, which 
raises plenty of laughs. 

There are clever dance interludes 
by Lucienne and Ashour, Three 
Little Words, the Robinis, Sherman 
Fisher Girls, and all too brief grace- 
ful twirls by Patricia Bowman, Pro- 
duction is slick. 


LEFT-HANDED LAW 


Universal production and release. Stars 
Buck Jones. Features Noel Francis. Di- 
rected by Lesley Selander, Story by Charles 
M. Martin; camera, Allen Thompson, Wil- 
liam Sickner, At Arena, N. Y., April 26, 
‘37, dual. Running time, 62 mins 
Be TOW s £2 baccccsyne sans -Buck Jones 
Betty Golden... ccocscccses NOC] Francia 
One-Shot Hrady....cceecesees++-.-Matty Fain 
We BON i 55660sasdeueceres (Cieorge Regas 
in Meh scecseetevacdee Robert Frazier 


ny i Pere er re 


.Lee Phelps 

Workmanlike edition of typical 
Buck Jones western. He-man action, 
cattle rustling, stagecoach holdups. 
bronco busting, pursuits, with Buck's 
faithful six-shooter doing its stuff 
and One-Shot Brady, the demon bad 
man, biting the dust in the last reel, 
Hot stuff for the urchins. 

No adult could take Buck Jones 
seriously. But he’s right up the juve 
alley. He never missed a shot in his 
life, rides unbroken ponies without 
batting a sombrero, has a proper dis- 
dain for the gals, never cusses, drinks 
or touches John Barleycorn, and he’s 
not even intimidated by a Buck 
Jones script. 

‘Left Handed Law’ is a worthy is- 
sue of the series. Action is the word 
there’s plenty of it. Film 
scarcely bothers with such trifles as 
logic or continuity and love interest 
is kept at a minimum. But Buck’s 
trusty shootin’ iron wings at 
one critter every couple of minutes 
So the moppets will be enchanted. 

Story is stereotype. Buck is per- 
suaded to take charge of Pa Golden’s 
aid clean up the bandits in 
He does—and in spades. 
Hint of romance in the fadeout. but 
not much danger probably. Good 
old Buck will weather the storm. 

Direction and photography are up 
to requirements. Jones and the 
other principals play with sufficient 
emphasis for 
the house to recognize the villain at 
first glance. Just right for westerns 
Hobe. 


least | 


youngest spectator in | 














zs 


MARTHE RICHARD 


(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, April 28. 


Paris 


Film release of H. H. Hakim proe 
duction, Features Edwige Feuillere, Erie 
von Stroheim Directed by Ras mond 
Bernard, Music, Arthur Honnege: At 
Marignan an’ Marivaux, Paris, week April 
18, °87 Running time, 85 mins, 

Marthe Richard KMdwige Feuillere 
.. Bo) eerewewy. - tric von Stroheim 
. A ee Jean Calland 
Mata-Hari hace easee peas .. Delia Col 
Commandant KRemont....... Marcel Andre 
Un Agent Francais.... P Kergeron 
Le Tenancier.. wa Dalio 
Andre . Fins Ferdinand Bercher 
(In French) 

Another of those spy pics which 
have had a great deal of success in 
this country lately. 

Includes a great many old shots 
taken when the Americans first 
landed in France and story is some- 


what woven around their getting 
here, with an eye to Yank business, 
but its abilities to pull in the U. S. 
are doubtful It is naive in many 
respects. Von Stroheim, while ob- 
viously conscious of his accent, car- 
ries the role of chief of the German 
spy service in Spain, with his stiff 
back and neck, monocle and all. 

Edwige Feuilliere, as a French girl 
who has seen her father and mother 
executed by a firing squad com- 
manded by Von Stroheim when he 
was still in the army, comes to Paris 
to turn spy for the French service 
in Spain. Keen characterization 
which the part requires is not al- 
ways there, but she after the 
role in a workmanly manner. Jean 
Galland as Stroheim’s chief leuten- 
ant is effective. 

Some of the submarine shots look 
most unreal, while the landing of the 
Americans and subsequent scenes in 
Paris after the war is over add noth- 
ing to the actual worth of the pic- 
ture. Story lacks continuity and 
several incidents are not entirely ex- 
plained. Photography is sufficient, 
but that’s about all. 

Most moving scene is when Von 
Stroheim, in the presence of Miss 
Feuillere, commits suicide when he 


goes 


learns she has tricked him, In his 
own luxurious apartment he ad- 
ministers the poison with a hypo- 


dermic needle, then sits and plays 
at the piano until he dies. Hugo. 


Rad Bizom a Felesegem 
(‘Look After My Wife’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 

Budapest, April 23. 


Objektiv Film production, Ufa release, 
made at Hunnia Studio, Budapest. Book 
and direction: Janos Vaszary Cast: Mitzi 
Erdelyi, Antal Pager, Julia Komar, Sandor 


Pethes, Andor Mike 


los Hajmassy, 


Ajtay, Tivadar Bilicay, 
Piroska Vaszary, 
(In Hungarian) 

Sometime in the dim future Vas- 
zary may direct a really funny pice 
ture, but this isn’t it. Every effort 
is made to produce pure farce, but 
long drawn-out slapstick scenes and 
reiterated smashings of furniture and 
crockery pall if there’s too much of 
them. 

Mitzi Erdelyi is the shrewish wife 
of a doctor, jealous of her husband's 
secretary, with whom the doctor 
goes off to a medical convention 
and a spree. Mitzi wants to shoot 
her rival, so the doctor asks Pager, 
a former patient who owes him a 
good turn for saving his life, to 
look after his wife until the train 
leaves the station. 

Pager is left with the formidable 
Mitzi on his hands. She makes life 
difficult for him, gets him into trou- 
ble with the police, provokes a 
heavyweight champion to fight him, 
smashes the furniture of a night 
club and busts up the situation gen- 
erally. Finally the husband returns, 
they are reconciled and Pager can 
marry his secretary. 

Plenty of gags and funny epi- 
sodes, but the whole thing lacks 
tempo and pep and shows too much 
effort. Pager does the type of help- 
less, clumsy, good-intentioned bloke 
very well and Mitzi Erdelyi is bright 
and has a sense of humor, but the 
picture is no better than second- 
rate. 


23’, HOURS LEAVE 


(WITH SONGS) 





Grand National release of Douglas Mace 
Lean production, Stars James Kilison and 
Terry Walker, Directed by John Blystone, 
Story, Mary Kobertsa Rinehart; sereen play, 
Harry Ruskin and Henry MeCarty; dialog, 
Ss. J. Warshawsky; camera, Jack Mache 
enzie. At Varsity, Lincoln, dual, Running 
time, 75 mins 
ee GP cates Tames Ellison 
PU ia heedet edesensadeban .Terry Walker 
Tommy.. -.ee-Morgan Hill 
Turne: Arthur Lake 


General Paul Harvey 


| Banning Wally Maher 
| Solomon -Andy Andrews 
Schultz Murray Alper 
Squibb... Pat Gleason 
Tubbs John Kelly 
PO; . vcteneet bee tecaehne Russell Hicks 


Top hick Ward Bond 


Highly amusing training camp 
yarn which will attract the action 
group, as well as the fast growing 
Jimmy Ellison fandom which pat- 
ronizes the B houses. It’s the first 
war background story in a long time 
to lay off the fireworks and provide 
most of its action in a company bar- 
racks. Everything is kept as close 
home as possible—even to the ser- 
geant wooing the general's daughter. 

‘23'2 Hours Leave’ is from the 
Mary Roberts Rinehart Satevepost 
yarn and is a production under guid- 


ance of the former silent screen 
comic, Douglas MacLean. 
Jimmy Ellison, fresh from the 
(Continued on page 28) 
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OW CLOSE THEY 
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HELD OVER 3rd RECORD WEEK RADIO CITY 
MUSIC HALL!... Held Over United Artists and 
Wilshire Theatres, Los Angeles; Penn Theatre, 
Pittsburgh; State Theatre, New Orleans; Capitol 
Theatre, Springfield; Warner Theatre, Worcester; 
Worth Theatre, Ft. Worth; Ohio Theatre, Columbus; 
Vendome Theatre, Nashville! 


HELD OVER 3rd WEEK UNITED ARTISTS 
THEATRE, SAN FRANCISCO (and still going strong)! 
. Held Over State Theatre, Providence; Staniey 
Theatre, Utico; Loew's Theatre, Rochester; College 
Theatre, New Haven; Palace Theatre, Bridgeport; 
Long Beach Theatre, Long Beach, Calif.; Arlington 
Theatre, Santa Barbara; Palace Theatre, Hartford! 


HELD OVER INDEFINITELY ALDINE THEATRE, 
PHILADELPHIA! .. Held Over Capitol Theatre, 
Wilkes-Barre; Strand Theatre, Scranton; Apollo 
Theatre, Atlantic City; United Artists Theatre, 
Chicago; Denver Theatre, Denver; Paramount 
Theatre, Salt Lake City; Palace Theatre, Montrea 
Loew's Theatre, Toronto; Orpheum Theatre, 
Diego; State Theatre, Cleveland! yee 


--- AND SPACE LIMITS US AS HUNDREDS OF ADDITION oS 
HOLDOVERS ARE ANNOUNCED ALL OVER THE COUNT i eee 


SELZNICK INTERNATIONAL presents 


JANET GAYNOR x FREDRIC MARCH 


with ADOLPHE MENJOU+- MAY ROBSON - ANDY DEVINE. LIONEL STANDER 
Produced by DAVID O. SELZNICK «© Directed by William A. Wellman «+ Released thru United Artists 
The First Modern Picture in TECHNICOLOR 
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*‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE, 


8 St. Martin’s Piace, Trafa 


Igar Square 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON —- 18 





Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5042 





Coronation and Welcome for New Gov. 
Bring Truce in Aussie's Quota Tangle 








Sydney, April 20. 

Flag of truce is showing on the 
quota headache Government is too 
pusy right now welcoming a new 
governor and arranging Coronation 
celebrations to worry much about 
quotas. : 

Sir Hugh Denison, chairman of 
Directors National Prods., and 
the big boss of Associated News- 
papers, stated during the week that 


he was sending Fred Daniells to} 


England and America to probe the 
overseas’ market regarding Austra- 
lian pix on the strength of the 
Americans stating they were willing 
to assist local production to become 
established. Daniells, who is con- 
nected with National, will also han- 
dle the distribution abroad of that 
unit’s production, ‘The Flying Doc- 
tor’ Americans said they would dis- 
tribute for the locals, but would 
definitely not produce pix in this 
territory. 

Deep huddles are taking place at 
the Motion Picture Distributors’ 


(Continued on page 53) 


LAWRENCE PIC 
OFF; GOVT NIX? 


London, May 2. 

‘Revolt in the Desert,’ chronicle of 
Lawrence of Arabia, announced for 
production by Korda a couple of 
years back and since passed over to 
Bob Kane’s New World (20th-Fox), 
is off. 

Rumors are that the picture has 
been taken off all production sched- 
ules following hints from govern- 
ment circles that it would not be 
viewed with favor, though this is 
denied at the studios. 

Tremendous amount of work had 
already been put into the prelimi- 
naries, with Zoltan Korda having 
even taken a crew to Arabia for gen- 
uine backgrounds. When Korda took 
it over, Harold Schuster was en- 
trusted with direction, Jimmy Wong 
Howe assigned to the camera, and 
the unit was set to go on location 
when the final ukase came through. 


PARIS EXPO MAY NOT 
BE READY BY MAY 25 


Paris, May 2. 

Scheduled to take place on May 1 
with a big Labor Day demonstration, 
the Cabinet has just decided that the 
offcial opening of the International 
Exposition will take place May 24 
and will open to the public May 25. 
And why it has been delayed, why 
many of the buildings won’t be open 
even on the late opening date, has 
been the subject of hot discussion 
and a bitter press campaign here 
which has been growing in intensity 
for the last month. 

The best answer to it all is that 

the promoters did not give them- 
Selves time to really do the job right 
when work was first started. Bar- 
ring no accidents, labur troubles and 
the flooding of the Seine early this 
Spring, the show could have opened 
May 1. But almost everything which 
could stand in the way of progress 
presented itself at one time or an- 
other to retard construction and 
Completion of plans. 
_ Labor troubles stepped in first, and 
it was only after some stiff negotia- 
tions in which Premier Blum him- 
self took part, that the unions could 
be persuaded to allow their men to 
work on Saturdays and Sundays. 
That finally ironed out, a flooded 
Seine and a long rainy season re- 
tarded many of the buildings. 

Many predictions have been made 
re to actually what will be ready 
y May 25. Some place the figure 
a high as around 90%, but a visit 
- the grounds themselves show this 
0 be excessive. More conservative 
Soh nates state that only 100 of the 
6 Pavilions which will make up 

. entire expo will be fully com- 
ete by that date. But it is a cer- 
ainty that visitors coming to Paris 
directly following the Coronation 
Ceremonies in London are going to 
an sorely disappointed in what they 

e here, Expo will continue. 

k Have kept to their promise of 
‘one open for six menths, closing 
ate now being set as November 25 

















BULOFF TO POLAND 
FOR YIDDISH FILM 


Joseph Green has signed Joseph 





| Buloff, Hymie Jacobson and Miriam 


Kressyn (Mrs. Jacobson) for a new 
Yiddish film, ‘The Jester,’ to be pro- 
duced in Poland. Will be the pic 
debut for all three. They expect to 
sail for Poland late this week 
Others of the cast will be recruited 
abroad. 

Green previously produced a 
Molly Picon film, ‘Yiddle with His 
Fiddle.’ Buloff was a click in his 
only two English stage appearances 
early this season, both flops, 





Veloz-Yolanda Going 
Into Cochran’s Revue 





London, May 11. 

Veloz and Yolanda, American 
dancers, open June 7 at the Adelphi 
as specialty act in Charles Cochran’s 
revue, ‘Home and Beauty.’ 

Pair are also being sought for 
doubling engagement by two nite- 
ries, Dorchester House and Ciro’s 
Club. 


All-Femme Legit Co. 


Rome, May 1. 

Among the various plans for 
formation of summer companies, one 
which seems most likely to go into 
effect is a company called ‘Femina,’ 
composed entirely of women. 

Would put on de Stefani’s ‘Dopo 
Divorzieremo’ (After We Are 
Divorced’); Robert Milton’s ‘Fascino’ 
(‘Fascination,); and ‘Carcere Senz 
Inferriate’ (‘Prison Without Prison- 
ers’), by Gina Krauss and T. B. 
Forster. Mesdames Solbelli, Gheraldi, 
Garella, Brignone, De Micheli and 
Banfi would be among the cast. 








‘MARIE’ AUSSIE SMASH 


‘Plainsman’ Also Big Down Under; 
‘Lloyds’ Slips 








Sydney, April 20. 

Metro’s ‘Rose Marie’ (MG) goes 
quickly into the smash class and is 
socko-socko on all sessions. It broke 
record on first week by topping 
every other Metro pic to play here. 

Outside of ‘Marie,’ next best pic is 
Par’s ‘The Plainsman, Trade _ is 
slipping somewhat for ‘Lloyds’ 
(20th), and ‘Charge of Light Brigade’ 
(WB) comes off after moderate run. 
‘It Isn’t Done’ (Cinesound) sixth 
week, is being boosted for extra 
playing time, but must soon quit. 
‘Sally of the Regiment’ (G-B) and 
‘Soft Lights and Sweet Music’ (G-B) 
may run into something over short 
stanza. Universal's ‘Show Boat’ is 
still oke and trying for year’s run. 

‘My Man Godfrey’ (U) has done 
well and should stay a week or so 
longer. Weekly changers are ‘Wo- 
man-Wise’ (20th), ‘Penrod and Sam’ 
(WB), and ‘Murder with Pictures’ 
(Par). ‘Winterset?’ (RKO) swings 
into third week and staying. New 
ones coming include, ‘Beloved En- 
emy’ (UA) and ‘Girl in Million’ 
(20th). 


Melbourne, April 20, 
Pix playing here include ‘Swing 
Time’ (RKO), ‘It Isn’t Done’ (C), 
‘Rangle River’ (Col), ‘Plainsman’ 
(Par), ‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG) 
‘His Lordship’ (G-B), ‘Rembrandt’ 
(UA). 


2d Reich-Jap Goodwill 
Film to Be Produced 
Tokyo, April 20. 
To promote friendship between 
Germany and Japan, another good 
will picture, ‘The Daughter of a 
Diplomat,’ will be made by Dr. 
Arnold Fanck, this time in Germany. 
Miss Setsuko Hara, star of previous 
good-willer, is set for similar role 
in new pic. Koscak Yamada, Jap 
composer, will write the score. 
Understood German Propaganda 
Ministry is furnishing most of the 
coin, with a slice being chipped in by 
Society of International Cultural 
Relations here. 








MOLLY PICON QUITTING 
CAPETOWN FOR PARIS 


Capetown, April 26. 

Molly Picon, her husband, Jacob 
Kalich and pianist Abe Elistein sail 
May 7 for England, then proceed to 
Paris. 

Expected to return to America 
later. Have just completed success- 
ful vaude engagements here, in 
Johannesburg and other South 
African towns. 


NEW ANZAC PIC 
UNIT BEING 
ORGANIZED 


Melbourne, April 20. 

New production unit is making a 
bid to break into the local field in a 
big way. At present, unit is in 
process of organization under A. R. 
Harwood and Neville Burns. Will 
have title of New World Films, Ltd. 

Unit will probably try for produc- 
tion in Victoria’ and New South 
Wales if present plans mature. Re- 
ported that capital is all lined up to 
allow for an early start. A. R. Har- 
wood made some minor pix here 
some time ago. 

Officials connected with World 
Films, Ltd., are at present in Sydney 
looking for a studio site and players. 
May tie with one of the regular stu- 
dios for production purposes on 

(Continued on page 53) 


2 NEW LONDON 
PLAYS—2 FLOPS 


London, May 11. 

‘Simple Sarah’ opened at the Gar- 
rick (4), It has an unimaginative plot, 
partially redeemed by some clever 
pointed lines, but still unlikely. 

‘New School for Scandal’ at the 
Embassy the same night looks des- 
tined for same plight. Unlikely that 
it will reach West End because of 
its age and colloquialisms. Para- 
phrases Sheridan’s classic with addi- 
tion of modern clothes and does have 
some brilliant witticisms, 




















Hayakawa Scored 


Tokyo, April 20. 

Sessue Hayakawa, more or less idol- 
ized by Jap pix fans, is being openly 
criticized here because of continued 
connection with making of French 
pic, ‘Yoshiwara,’ which is declared 
uncomplimentary to Japanese. 

Industry also feels that Hayakawa 
will suffer further criticism and loss 
of b.o. draw here if he appears in 
contemplated French’ spy _ film, 
which allegedly contains scenes with 
‘racial discriminatory views.’ 








vv 


2 AMERICAN EXHIBS 
DROWN IN MEXICO 


Mexico City, May 11. 

Two American exhibitors of Ciudad 
Juarez, across from El Paso, Jacob 
| Eillenay and Ray Holloway, were 
|drowned last week when their skiff 
capsized during a squall while they 
were fishing on the great El Elefante 
dam about 60 miles south of Juarez. 
The men, managers of rival theatres, 
were on a vacation. 

Tragedy was discovered when dam 
attendants found the Americans’ up- 
turned boat. 








China Okays 2 Banned 
U. S. Films After Confab 


Shanghai, May 3. 

Usually stringent Chinese censor- 
ship has been relaxed in the cases 
of two recent American pix. Ban on 
‘Theodora Goes Wild’ and ‘After the 
Thin Man’ by authorities was finally 
eased through conferences between 
Board of Film Trade (China) and 
Nanking officials. 

Presence of Sol Wurtzel (20th- 
Fox), J. H. Seidelman (Col) and Joe 
Hummel (WB), is thought to have 
been instrumental in getting the pix 
okayed. Recent appointment of Shao 
Li-tze as supervizing executive post 
on censor body is also thought to 
have had effect. Shao is considered 
extremely broadmirded. 

Objection to the two films is 
understood to have been on _ the 
grounds of Chinese menials in the 
cast. 





Ban on ‘Swing High, Swing Low’ 
(Par) has been lifted by the gov- 
ernmental authorities in the Repub- 
lic of Panama. 

Understanding in New York is 
that the film was banned originally 
merely on advance reports. When 
officials actually looked at a print, 
they permitted its showing. 


Panaman Govt. Ursed 
To Lower Film Fees 





All interested picture companies 
are preparing figures to present to 
the government of the Republic of 
Panama to show that U. S. distribu- 
tors can’t afford to pay the new $10 
per reel fee recently set up. These 
statistics, which will include com- 
parisons with what other nations are 
charging, are expected to prove to 
Panama officials that the latest high 
fee is prohibitive. 

In the meantime, American dis- 
tributing companies are not shipping 
any new pictures into the country 
because the limited number of thea- 
tres there fails to justify such an 
outlay of coin. 





British Film Trade Confabs See Hope i 


Compromise for Reciprecity Demands 


London, May 2. | 


Blowing hot and cold by turns, 
joint trade conversations between 
distributors, exhibitors and produ- 


cers have reached a precarious turn, | 


with hopes of success turning on 
whether a compromise can be 
reached whereby producer demands 
for reciprocity in the American 
market will be satisfied. 

Producers’ Group of the Federa- 
tion of British Industries is standing 
insistent the other parties must ad- 
mit the matter to their talks as 
price of its participation in seeking 
a basis of common trade agreement. 
Exhibs and distribs contend the plea 
is irrelevant, purpose of the discus- 
sions being to establish a permanent 


trade committee with powers to 
handle and pass on all domestic 
problems. 


Hectic sessions Pbuve taken place 
during the week with meetings split 


into subsidiary get-togethers of dif- | 


ferent interests. On general prin- 
ciples of trading practice, Cine 
(Continued on page 53) 
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U. S. Pix in South Africa 


Capetown, April 23. 
Percentage of American pix cur- 
rently showing is running high in| 
South Africa. 
In Capetown: ‘Ex-Mrs. Bradford’ 
(RKO) at the Alhambra; ‘Camile’ | 


la Wi at the Plaza; ‘Farmer Takes 


a Wife’ (20th) at the New Grand: 
|‘Design for Living’ (Par) at the 
Adelphi; ‘Marietta’ (MG) at the 
Royal; ‘Scarlet Empress’ (Par) at | 
the Ritz Bio-Cafe. 

Johannesburg has ‘Ballots or Bul- 
lets’ (WB) at the Colisseum: ‘Ib- 
betson’ (Par) at the Palladium; 
‘Coronado’ (Par) at the Standard: 
‘East of Java’ (U) at the Plaza; ‘Dis- 


ee 


West End Legit, Pic Biz in Slumps, 
But London Niteries Doing Okay 


London, May 11. 

Approximately a dozen West End 
shows are operating under provi- 
sional closing notices, with several 
others wavering on the brink. Une 
less biz ups considerably after the 
Coronation ceremony, there will be 
plenty of closings. 

Big film attractions, usually kept 
on ice for summer months, but re- 
leased for the Coronation, are doing 
an appalling business. Only enter- 
tainment phase doing well is the 
nitery field, which is cleaning up. 

Peculiar twist to the nitery fes- 
tivity is the arrival of guests in 
court attire. Those attending state 
functions in regalia re\ain same 
trappings for their nocturnal gayety, 
furnishing impromptu treat for vis- 
iting rubbernecks., 


Last minute advices report inces- 
sant downpour. Inclement weather 
is forcing gazers into amusement 
palaces to brighten matters finan- 
cially. 


IRISH FAVOR 
FILM QUOTA 





Dublin, May 2 

Prominent interests in the Irish 
Free State think the film quota is a 
good idea, and are following up 
news from the U.K. of legislation be- 
ing extended a further 10 years by 
pressing for similar laws. 

President Eamon de Valera has 
consented to hear a deputation rep- 
resenting universities, judges, 
churches, teachers, nationalistic 
leagues and exhibitors, which has 
already submitted a memorandum 
urging legislation in the LF.S. 

He’s had to put the date back a 
bit, because of more pressing busi- 
ness, but says he will see them just 
the same. 

Spasmodic efforts continue to be 
made towards launching Irish pro- 
duction, but sponsors of all enter- 
prises so far announced have been 


too little known to rate taking seri- 
ously. 





Mahoney, Evie Hayes, 
Griffin, in England 3 
Yrs., Now Must Scram 


London, May 11, 

Will Mahoney, Evie Hayes and Joe 
Griffin, all American acts, have been 
advised by the Labor Ministry not to 
accept further work here after their 
current four-week engagement at 
the Victoria Palace in Kurt Robits- 
chek’s vaude revue, ‘Wonderful 
World.’ 

Ministry never gives explanations 
for such action, but it’s understood 
the reason in this case is that the 
acts have been in England for three 
years, considered too long a time. 

Mahoney has been out of the show 
since last week's opening (3) be- 
cause of illness. 








Larry Adler Topping 
Vallee’s London Gross 


London, May 11. 
Opening of Cookie Bowers and the 
Hyams Bros. at the Trocadero Cine- 
ma May 10 acclaimed the biggest 
thing in years by the management. 


Other local vaude opening is that 
of Larry Adler with his own unit at 
the Holborn. Adler's first trip into 
the West End, after months in the 


honor Bright’ (MG) at the Bijou, | Provinces, is bettering that of Rudy 


and ‘Song and Dance Man’ (20th) at | 
| Prince's. 

In Durban, the 
screening ‘Secret Interlude,” ‘Hell- 
'ship Morgan’ (Col) is at the Cri- 
| terion; ‘Thin Man’ (MG) at King’s, 
,;and ‘Redheads on Parade’ (20th) is 
‘showing at the Cameo, 


Playhouse is | 


Vallee’s gross of last week. 

Openings of Maurice and Cordoba 
and Rudy Vallee here were very 
| successful. 

Dance team preemed at the Dore 
chester hotel, where they were im. 
mediately a hit. Vallee’s bow at 
Ciro’s also splendidly received, 
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WASHINGTON GOES WILD OVE 




















THAT WILD, WILD “WOMAN”! | 





IT WOULD MAKE YOUR REPUBLICAN 
UNCLE WILL, WHO HASN’T LAUGHED Z 
SSINCE HOOVER, ROAR IN SHEER, VERY 


SHEER GLEE!...Now we know why they adver- 
tised this film as the second “It Happened One Night.” 


But don’t let ‘em fool you; it’s better! —F.B.G., a 
Washington Herald 














“Woman Chases Man” comes along to jar the re- 
public’s liver with untameable mirth...It is rough- 
house, slapstick and funny! —J.C., Washington Evening Stor 


Will be rcdnked as one of the top-notch entertain- 

ements of the year. Miriam Hopkins makes the picture 
the most uproarious and riotous since “Mr. Deeds 
Goes to Town’! —E.C., Washington News 









Gay, uproarious farce... gaily and zestfully done... 
thoroughly delightful! — J. W. B., Washington Times 


And so does Syracuse! 





One of the merriest things I’ve seen in many a moon! 
— Helen Tait Walker, Syracuse Post-Standard 


Yes, chase yourself to Loew’s for a laugh this week, 
because one scene, if no more, is worth the price of 
admission! —R. T. B., Syracuse Journal 


\NoMAN CHAses MAN | 


MIRIAM HOPKINS -- JOEL M°CREA 


CHARLES WINNINGER* ERIK RHODES 
ELLA LOGAN * LEONA MARICLE *« BRODERICK CRAWFORD 
Directed by John Blystone + Released thru United Artists —~ 
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(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing companies for 
the current quarterly period, Date of the reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 
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WtEK WHEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
“3/26. 37 LET’S GET MARRIED FE. Riskin Col Com-Dr Denny-Lupino A. E. Green 68 4/14 “ 
23!, HOURS’ LEAVE D. McLean GN Comedy J. Ellison J. G. Blystone 73 5/12 
MAYTIME H. Stromberg MGM Musical MacDonald-Eddy R. Z. Leonard 132 3/24 
WAIKIKI WEDDING A. Hornblow Par Musical Crosby-Raye-B. Burns F. Tuttle 88 3/31 
QUALITY STREET oe P. Berman RKO Rom-D1 Hepburn-Tone G. Stevens 84 4/14 
TRAIL OF VENGEANC E _A. W. Hackel Rep Com-Dr J. Travis-W. Livingston S. Newtield 
SEVENTH HEAYV EN ; R. Griffith 20th Rom-Dr Simone-Stewart H. King 100 3/31 
WE HAVE OUR MOMENTS C. Rogers U Rom-Com Dunn-Eilers A. L. Werker 66 5/5 
KING AND CHORUS GIRL M. LeRoy WB Musical Gravet-Blondell M. LeRoy 95 3/31 
“4237 MOTOR MADNESS _ H. L. Decker Col Com-Dr D. Wilson-C. Quigley 'D. R. Lederman ee 
RACKETEERS IN EXILE Col Col Melodrama Bancroft-Venable E. C. Kenton 66 $/14 
BACKSTAGE H. Wilcox GB Drama Nagel-Tracy H. Wilcox 
GIRL LOVES BOY B. Zeidman GN Rom-Com E. Linden-C. Parker D. Mansfield 713 4/28 
HITTIN’ THE TRAIL E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter R. N. Bradbury 
SONG OF THE CITY L. Hubbard MGM Drama J. Dean-M. Lindsay E. Taggert 73 5/5 
MAN WHO FOUND HIMSELF C. Reid RKO Drama J. Beal-P. Huston-J. Fontaine L. Landers 67 4/14 
LIGHTNING CRANDALL A. oe — Rep Western Bobby Steele S. Newtield 
MIDNIGHT TAXI M. Feld 20th Melodrama Dinehart-Donlevy E. Forde 69 4/7 
HISTORY IS MADE AT NIGHT W. Wanger UA Rom-Com Boyer-Arthur F. Borzage 97 3/31 
WHEN LOVE IS YOUNG R. Presnell U Rom-Com V. Bruce-K. Taylor H. Mohr 75 4/21 
MEN IN EXILE WB WB Drama D. Purcell-J. Travis J. Farrow 58 9/5 
49°37 TWO GUN LAW Col Col ‘Melodrama. ==—~S<S<Chaar'les Starrett. L. Barsha . a eee 
San THE GOLD RACKET Condor GN Western C. Nagel-E. Hunt L. Gasnier 66 
GIRL FROM SCOTLAND YARD E. Cohen Par Mystery K. Morley-R. Baldwin R. Vignola 
TOO MANY WIVES W. Sistrom RKO Rom-Com Shirley-J. Morley B. Holmes 61 1/28 
SOLDIER AND LADY P. Berman RKO Melodrama A. Walbrook-E, Allen G. Nichols 83 4/14 
JIM HANVEY, DETECTIVE A. E. Levoy Rep Mystery Kibbee-T. Brown P. Rosen 71 5/12 
FIFTY ROADS TO TOWN R. Griffith 20th Com-Dr Ameche-Sothern N. Taurog 80 
MARKED WOMAN WB WB Melodrama Davis-H. Bogart L. Bacon 96 4/14 
“4 16 37 TWO WHO DARED E. Srenks GN Drama Sten-Wilcoxon 7. an Frenke a5 
MAN IN THE MIRROR J. Hagen GN Comedy E. E. Horton-G. Tobin M. Elvey 
ROMEO AND JULIET I. Thalberg MGM Rom-Com Shearer-Howard G. Cukor 130 10/26/36 
WAY OUT WEST H. Roach MGM Comedy Laurel-Hardy J. Horne 64 5/5 
HILLS OF OLD WYOMING H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd N. Watt 78 
INTERNES CAN’T TAKE MONEY B. Glazer Par Drama McCrea-Stanwyck A. Santell 7 5/12 
OUTCASTS OF POKER FLAT R. Sisk RKO Western P. Foster-J. Muir C. Cabanne 70 5/5 
GUNS IN THE DARK A. W. Hackel Rep Western J. M. Brown S. Newfield 
NAVY BLUES B. Kelly Rep Comedy C. Purcell-W. Hyme: R. Staub 68 5/12 
STEP LIVELY, JEEVES J. Stone 20th Comedy Treacher-Ellis E. Forde 67 4/7 
LET THEM LIVE E. Grainger U Drama J. Barrett-J. Howard-N. Gray H. Young 
THAT MAN’S HERE AGAIN WB WB Comedy M. McGuire-T. Brown L. King 60 4/21 
CALL IT A DAY WB WB Comedy De Haviland-Ian Hunter A. Mayo 89 5/12 
” 4/293 /37 I PROMISE TO PAY M. Connolly Col Drama C. Morris-H. Mack-Carrillo —_D, R. Lederman 68 3/3 
SPEED TO SPARE R. Cohn Col Melodrama C. Quigley-D. Wilson L. Hillyer 
THUNDER IN CITY Atlantic Col Com-Dr E. G. Robinson-L, Deste M. Gering 86 4/28 
SILENT BARRIERS GB GB Drama R. Arlen-L. Palmer M. Rosner 82 3/31 
KILLERS OF THE SEA R. Friedgen GN Outdoor Capt. W. Casswell R. Friedgen 
GOOD OLD SOAK H. Stromberg MGM Drama W. Beery-J. Beecher R. Thorpe 67 4/23 
NOBODY’S BABY H. Roach MGM Comedy Pr. Kelly-R. Armstrong G. Meins 
KING OF GAMBLERS R. Florey Par Drama A. Tamiroff-L. Nolan-C, Trevor Robert Florey 
WOMAN I LOVE A. Lewis RKO Rom-Dr Muni-Hopkins A. Litvak 85 4/21 
xUN SMOKE RANCH S. Siegel Rep Western W. Livingston J. Kane 
, HIT PARADE N. Levine Rep Musical F. Langford-P. Regan G. Meins 80 
WAKE UP AND LIVE K. MacGowan 20th Musical Winchell-Bernie-Faye-Haley S. Lanfield 91 4/28 
ELEPHANT BOY A. Korda UA Outdoor W. E. Halloway-D. J. Williams R. Flaherty 81 4/ 
TOP OF THE TOWN L. Brock U Musical D. Nolan-G. Murphy-H. Herbert R. Murphy 86 3/3 
NIGHT KEY R. Presnell U Mystery B. Karloff-J. Rogers L. Corrigan 68 4/2 
MOUNTAIN JUSTICE WB WB Melodrama G. Brent-J. Hutchinson M. Curtiz 82 ' 
30 CRIMINALS OF THE AIR Col Col Action C. Quigley-M. Keith C. C. Coleman 
4 30, 37 KING SOLOMON’S MINES GB GB Spectacle C. Hardwicke-R, Young R. Stevenson 
JUGGERNAUT J. Hagen GN Melodrama Boris Karloff H. Edwards 
NIGHT MUST FALL H. Rapf MGM Comedy R. Montgomery-R. Russell J. W. Ruben 115 5/5 
MAKE WAY FOR TOMORROW L. McCarey Par Comedy Vv. Moore-P. Hall L. McCarey 91 5/12 
YOU CAN’T BUY LUCK M. Cohen RKO Comedy O. Stevens-H. Mack L. Landers 61 
ROOTIN’ TOOTIN’ RHYTHM A. Schaefer Rep Western Gene Autry-Armida M. E. Wright 
ESCAPE FROM LOVE L. Landau 20th Rom-Com G. Stuart-M. Whalen E. Forde 
THAT I MAY LIVE S. Wurtzel 20th Rom-Dr R. Hudson-Robert Kent Allan Dwan 70 5/12 
A STAR IS BORN D. Selznick UA Rom-Dr. Gaynor-March W. Wellman lll 4/28 
KNIGHT WITHOUT ARMOR A. Korda UA Rom-Dr. Dietrich-Donat J. Feyder 
CALIFORNIA STRAIGHT AHEAD T. Carr U Action J. Wayne-L. Latimer A. Lubin 65 
SLIM WB WB Drama P. O’Brien-H. Fonda R. Enright 85 
MELODY FOR TWO WB WB Musical J. Melton-P. Ellis Louis King 
ay FRAME UP R. Cohn Col Com-Dr P. Kelly-J. Wells D. R. Lederman 
5/7/87 THEY GAVE HIM A GUN H. Rapf MGM Rom-Dr 8. Tracy-Tone-G. George W. S. VanDyke 
SHALL WE DANCE? P. Berman RKO Musical Astaire-Rogers M. Sandrich 101 5/12 
GUN LORDS OF STIRRUP BASIN A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bobby Steele S. Newfield 
CAFE METROPOLE N. Johnson 20th Com-Dr A. Menjou-L. Young E. H. Griffith 84 5/5 
IT HAPPENED OUT WEST S. Lesser 20th Western P, Kelly-J. Allen-J. Arthur H. Bretherton 
WOMAN CHASES MAN S. Goldwyn UA Comedy Hopkins-McCrea John Blystone 70 
AS GOOD AS MARRIED E. M. Asher U Com-Dr . J. Boles-D. Nolan E. Buzzell 76 
PRINCE AND PAUPER WB WB Rom-Dr. t. Flynn-Mauch Twins W. Keighley 115 5/12 
Q7 "ENUS MAKES TROUBLE W. McDonald Col Com-Dr J. Dunn-P. Ellis G. Wiles 4 
w te/at VNON-STOP NEW YORK GB GB Drama A. Lee-J. Lodeér-D. Tester R. Stevenson a 
FOREVER YOURS Alberto Giacalone GN Musical Beniamino Gigli Stanley Irving 4 
THIRTEENTH CHAIR J. 4. Conn MGM Melodrama M. Evans-H, Daniell G. Sietz ne) 
TURN OFF THE MOON Miss Fanchon Par Comedy C. Ruggles-E. Whitney Lew Seiler V1 hii 
BEHIND HEADLINES Cliff Reid RKO Com-Dr Lee Tracy-D. Gibson R. Rosson i 
AFFAIRS OF CAPPY RICKS B. Keily Rep Com W. Brennan-M. Brian AY 
MICHAEL O’HALLORAN H. Schlom Rep Rom-Dr W. Gibson-Jackie Moran Carl Brown ahi 
GREAT HOSPITAL MYSTERY S. Wurtzel 20th Mystery J. Darweil-S, Rumann J. Tinting } ith 
DAVID HARUM (REISSUE) S. Wurtzel 20th Comedy W. Rogers-L. Dresser J. Cruze ai 
LOVE FROM A STRANGER M. Schach UA Melodrama A. Harding-B. Rathbone R. V. Lee 87 4/21 st 
CHEROKEE STRIP WB WwB Western D. Foran-J. Bryan Noel Smith t 
ie 7 B. Foy WB Rom-Com J. Muir-B, MacLane Louis King . 
DRAEGERMAN COURAGE j 
OH, DOCTOR E. Grainger U Comedy E. E. Horton-Eve Arden Ray McCarey 
, caren. a , Col 3 Col Meller R. Dix-J. Perry H. Lachman 
5 21 37 Ree aaT Sane E. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter R. N. Bradbury 
SI} AY AT THE RACES L. Weingarten MGM Rom-Com Marx Bros, S. Wood 
ANIG T OF MYSTERY Pat Par Musical R. Karns-H. Burgess E. A. Dupont 
Nees ES MY GIRL W. Sistrom RKO Comedy G. Raymond-A. Sothern-B. Holmes 
THERE ye COWBOYS Sol Siegel Rep Western B. Livingston-R. Corrigan Joe Kane 
COME ON, € as “ S Gane 20th Mystery W. Oland-K. de Mille H. B. Hum’stone \ 
CHARLIE CHAN AT OLYMPICS J. Ston . ’ : ' | 
Sara aie ‘ER HONOLULU E. M. Asher U Rom-Dr R. Milland-W. Barrie H. C. Potter 80 A) 
WN THE GO GETTER Cosmo WB Rom-Dr G. Brent-A. Louise oe _B. Berkeley 92 : 
ae — i. ait Sk : 7 Chodorov Col Drama I. Hervey-W. Connolly Al Green : ia 
5 28 (37 LEAGUE br a — . GB GB Musical J. Matthews-B, Mackay Sonnie Hale t \ 
mAs av¥: ° . - » > , ai ‘ . ‘ . 3 ; 
awe —“_e J. Considine MG tom-Dr Powell-Rainer G. Fitzmaurice vael 
at KE a auaet G. A. Hirliman RKO Western G. O’Brien-C. Parker-E. Scott Pith 
oS ane Gane | " RIS Ww Ruggles Par Rom-Com Colbert-Melvyn Douglas- W. Ruggles | i 
i MET HIM IN PA IR K MacGowan 20th Musical R. Taylor-B,. Stanwyck- W. A. Seiter ee! 
THIS IS MY AFFA BE R T. Kane 20th Drama C. Veidt-R. Massey V. Seastrom ae 
shia ~ py eg . M. Schach UA Rom-Dr E. Bergner-R. Massey Paul Czinner 11} 
DREA! akk e Claeme J Melodrama R. Wilcox-N. Grey M. Carruth Bit 
+ I BLUE | ¢ Glasmon t ‘ 
i Gan whe : WB WwsB Drama E. G. Robinson-B. Davis M. Curtiz 105 
47 eCREEa® RANGE OO Y Col Western Bob Allen-B. Weeks S. G. Bennett 
64 37 RECKLESS RANGER . : r GN Melodrama Conrad Nagel Louis Gasnier 
BANK ALARM Condo . CG st: 
PARNELL ~ J. Stahl MG Rom-D1 C. Gable-Myrna Loy John Stahl 
PARNELL ~~ a P: Comedy L. Carrillo-L. Overman G. Archainbaud 
HOTEL HAYWIRE Pat - ar . 1 H. B d ick-V. M J “ph Santlev 
MISSUS AMERICA Al Lewis RKO Comedy . Broderick-V. Moore oseph San e! 
pom a werent’ IN Criterion UA Rom-D: D. Fairbanks, Jr.-V. Hobsen Raoul Walsh 
CS ae anar A W Hackel Rep Western Bev Steele Sam Newfield 
ae Gas spamninate "J. Stone 20th Drama J. Withers-Robert Kent James Tinling 
WHEN THIEF. MEETS THIEF Sol Lesser 20th Western Richard Arlen-Ricardo Cortez a+ ee 
THE WIL DCATTER ‘ Geo. Owen U Drama S. Colton-J, Rogers ef a we 
_ CASE OF STUTTERING BISHOP WB Wa Mystery _D. Weeds-Ana Dvorak = =—ssGsa™: Nemes SS ail 
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Hollywood, May 11, 

Despite the strike situation, major studio production is being carried on 
with even keel, 45 pictures being before the cameras, During last two 
weeks 14 films have been previewed and readied for release. Total of 89 
pictures are being edited. Survey shows that 97 stories are in the various 
stages of preparation, During the past two weeks 20 pictures have gone 
before the lenses. 

Grand National led with three starting. Samuel Goldwyn started ‘Hurri- 
cane’ and ‘Dead End’ at United Artists. Others starting pictures were: 





Columbia, two; Monogram, two; Metro, two; Paramount, two: RKO-Radio, | 
one; Republic, two; 20th-Fox, one; Universal, one, and Warners, two. | 
Pictures previewed included: Metro, two; Paramount, one; RKO-Radio, | 
three; 20th-Fox, two; United Artists, one; Universal, two, and Warners, | 
three. 
Greatest production activity is centered at Paramount, where nine films | 
are in work. Other studios show in work: Columbia, four; Grand Na- 
tional, three; Monogram, two; Metro, six; RKO-Radio, four; Republic, two; 
20th-Fox, three; United Artists, four; Universal, two, and Warners, six. 





Columbia 





Four in work, 14 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘ONCE A HERO,’ reported Variety April 7, and ‘THE MAN BEHIND 
THE LAW,’ reported as ‘PROFESSIONAL JUROR,’ April 28. Started: 

‘FLASHING SKATES,’ produced by Irving Briskin, directed by D. Ross 
Lederman, original Jay Benton Cheney, screenplay Fred Niblo, Jr., Grace 
Neville. Cast: Charles Quigley, Rita Hayworth, J. Farrell MacDonald, 


John Gallaudet, Max Hoffman, Jr., Ward Bond, Paul Fix, Arthur Loft. | 


Harry Strange, Dick Curtis. 
Story describes the inner workings of professional hockey. 


One mem- | 


ber of a team is murdered by gangsters attempting to muscle in on the | 


league. A brother of the dead player comes down from his Canadian 
home and poses as another man in order to obtain a position on the team. 


| saves McKinney, but Arnold is killed. 


He falls in love with the coach’s daughter and learns that her father has | 


i liam Nigh, original and screenplay by John Krafft. C 


become indebted to gangsters unwittingly. Remainder of the yarn has the | 
daughter saving her father from disrepute and the boy turning up the 


murderer of his brother, 

‘BLACK TORRENT,’ produced by Larry Darmour, directed by Ernest 
B. Schoedsack, original by Ralph Graves, screenplay by Charles Francis 
Royal. Cast: Jack Holt, Mae Clarke, James Bush, Harold Huber, Ray 
Walker. 

Story concerns two rival oil companies attempting to obtain franchises 
in China. Bandits are aiding one of the outfits when Jack Holt arrives to 
take over oil properties for his company. Mae Clarke, dumb in the ways 
of oil, attempts to aid him, but proves herself a nuisance. They eventually 
fall in love and wind up the yarn by obtaining the franchise for Holt’s 
firm. Oil well fires and numerous fights are interspersed throughout the 
story. 

Readied to start: ‘PARK AVENUE DAME,’ 


Grand National 


Three in work, six editing, nine preparing. Started: 
OF THE NAVY,’ produced by B. F. Zeidman, directed by Duncan Mans- 


Monogram 


Two in work, two editing, 10 preparing. Started: 


‘BLAZING BARRIERS,’ produced by Ken Goldsmith, directed by 
Aubrey Scotto, original and screenplay by Edwin C. Parsons. Cast: Frank | 
Coghlan, Jr., Florine McKinney, Edward Arnold, Jr.,. Irene Franklin 
Guy Bates Post, Herbert Corthell, Milburn Stone, Addison Randall. 


Story shows Coghlan and Arnold as hoodlums joining the CCC in ordet 
to evade police authorities. Leader of the CCC outfit is slain by an ec- | 
centric crank and blame is put on Coghlan, who beats it to the nearby 
hills to hide out. Florine McKinney, sheriff's daughter, warns Coghlan 
that deputies are on the way to arrest him, but Coghlan is shot by the | 
crank and then goes to warn the CCC office of a huge forest fire. He | 
Fade shows the crank as the mur- 
derer. 

‘THE THIRTEENTH MAN,’ produced by Lon Young, directed by Wil- | 


ast: Inez Courtney | 


and Weldon Heyburn. 
Story describes the murder of Weldon Heyburn just as he announces 
| over the radio that he is going to indict the 13th man. Many suspects 


| who had cause to kill the district attorney are questioned. 





field, original by Garrett Graham and Jay Strauss; screenplay, Carroll | 


Graham. Cast: 


Eric Linden, Cecilia Parker, Roger Imhof. Bernadene | 


Hayes, Jason Robards, Cully Richards, Don Barclay, Art Miles, Edward | 


Waller, John T. Murray, Henry Roquemore, Etta McDaniel, 
Fred Murray, Vance Carroll, Reed Howes. 

Story tells of the struggle of Cecilia Parker, proprietress of a San Diego 
cabaret, to stall off her creditors while she makes sufficient profit off the 
U. S. fleet to keep going. Situation is enlivened by a prize fight between 
Champ Robards and young Eric Linden, in love with Cecilia. Linden wins 


Benny Burt, | 


es eureean | Charles Vidor, original by-James Edward Grant, screenplay by George 
SWEETHEART | Bruce and Frank Partos. 


A newspape! 
reporter is slain also when he unearths a clew, and his pal, a columnist 
and commentator, swears to avenge his death. Latter discovers the pub- | 
lisher of his own newspaper is responsible for the slayings. 

Readied to start: ‘PARADISE ISLE’ and ‘THE HOOSIER SCHOOLBOY.’ 


Paramount 


Nine in work, 13 editing, 10 preparing. In work: ‘ANGEL,’ reported | 
VaRIETY March 31; ‘LAST TRAIN FROM MADRID,’ reported April 14; 
‘EXCLUSIVE,’ ‘EASY LIVING,’ ‘ARTISTS AND MODELS,’ ‘WILD 
MONEY,’ reported April 28. Started: 

‘LET’S TALK OF LOVE,’ produced by B. P. Schulberg, directed by 
Cast: Ann Dvorak, John Trent, Harry Beres- 
ford, Guinn Williams. 

Story describes the lives of society jewel thieves and romantic denoue- 
ments. Trent, an apparently inebriated young man, strikes up a hotel 
flirtation with Dvorak. She learns he’s invited to a party where she and 
two confederates plan a diamond snatch, and she plans to use him as a 
tool. He aids them to escape with the gems, but snapping out of his pre- 
tended stupor, holds them up and drives away. Later he finds Dvorak 


has switched purses and that he doesn’t have the gems. Dvorak warns 
| 





| him via phone that male confeds are out to slay him, and she rushes to 


enough to pay off the cabaret’s debts, then goes to Annapolis, happily | 


planning to marry Cecilia as soon as he gets his commission, 

‘RIDERS OF THE ROCKIES,’ produced by 
by R. N. Bradbury, original by Lindsley Parsons, screenplay by Lindsley 
Parsons and Robert Emmett. Cast: Tex Ritter, Louise Stanley, Charles 
King, Snub Pollard, Horace Murphy, Earl Dwire, Heeber Snow, Yakima 
Canutt. 

Story is laid along the Rio Grande, where Texas Rangers, Tex Ritter, 
Snub Pollard and Horace Murphy, framed by a gang of cattle rustlers, 
desert across the border to obtain evidence of their innocence. Rustler 
leaders, Charles King and Earl Dwire, capturing Pollard and Murphy, 
hold them as hostages when Ritter brings the Mexican Rurales and Secret 
Agent Louise Stanley to the rescue. Prisoners escape opportunely, assist 
in the capture of the rustlers and return triumphantly with Ritter and 
Miss Stanley to the ranger post. 

‘THE SHADOW,” produced by Max and Arthur Alexander, directed by 
Lynn Shores, original and screenplay by Al Martin. Cast: Rod LaRocque, 
Lynn Anders, Norman Ainsley, Walter McGrail, James Blakely, Kenneth 
Harlan, Muriel Gold, Myron Marsh, Cy Kendall, James Morton, John 
Carnavale, Ray Johnson, Harry Harvey, John St. Polis, Wilson Benge, 
John Wilson, John Elliott, Eddy Kay, Blackie Whiteford, John Kasier, 
Allen Roberts. John Bagle, Jack Ruchanan, Jack Ingram. 

Story describes the successful maneuvers of The Shadow, super sleuth 
Rod LaRocque, in protecting Lynn Anders from two sets of criminals, 
both bent on doing her out of her grandmother's legacy. He triumphs 
rt ell playing the two criminal agencies against each other in a gunplay 
climax. 

Readied to start: ‘LOVE TAKES FLIGHT,’ ‘SOMETHING TO SING 
ABOUT,’ ‘GRAND CANYON,’ ‘FACE THE FACTS,’ ‘GORGEOUS,’ ‘KING 
OF THE SIERRAS,’ ‘HONOLULU HONEYMOON,’ ‘MAYBE IT’S LOVE,’ 
‘FRONTIER TOWN’ 


Metro 


Six in work, five editing, 10 preparing. In work: ‘BROADWAY MELODY 
OF . 1937,. reported: Variery March 3; ‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ reported 
ea nd 10; ‘TOPPER,’ reported March 24; ‘FIREFLY,’ reported April 28. 

arted: 

‘SARATOGA,’ produced by Bernard Hyman, directed by Jack Conway, 
original and screenplay by Anita Loos and Robert Hopkins. Cast: Clark 
Gable, Jean Harlow, Lionel Barrymore, Una Merkel, Cliff Edwards, John 
Eldredge, Jonathan Hale, Frankie Darro. 

Story concerns Jean Harlow, beautiful and spoiled. who has been sent 
to England by her father, the owner of a great Eastern breeding farm. 
Thinking of her dad, Harlow puts in a telephone call from England and 
talks to Clark Gable, business associate of her father and a bookie and 
racing man. He orders her home, stating her father is ill. She returns 
to Saratoga with her fiance. Her father dies. Harlow is infuriated when 
she learns that Gable is closely aligned with her dad. Then, too, the 





Owner of the ranch, Jonathan Hale, agrees to turn over the deed to Gable | 


in payment for services much against Harlow’s wishes. However, she 
Starts out to redeem the ranch. She wins plenty of horses, and Gable, 
attempting to snare a sucker, goes to see John Eldredge. who has bought 
One of the rancho’s best bets. He tells Eldredge that Harlow is in love 
with him, but he knows differently—all he wants is Eldredge’s big bets. 
ocale swings from track to track, when Gable hooks Eldredge to a big 
bet. A fake hoss race results with Gable winning out. 

‘YOU’LL BE MARRIED BY NOON,’ produced by Sam Zimbalist, di- 
rected by Edwin L. Marin, original by Harry Ruskin, screenplay by George 
Oppenheimer and Everett Freeman. Cast: Florence Rice, Robert Young, 

arnett Parker, June Clayworth, Hugh Marlowe. : 

Story depicts a young man, tired of a routine job, selling a shaving 
Cream to a manufacturer and putting himself in the big coin. His mar- 
riage now is a certainty, and in arranging a honeymoon trip he meets a 
Sal when she brings the tickets to his home. He is giving presents to all 
1S cronies and asks the gal what she would like to have. She says she 
wants to get married and that this is impossible unless her boy friend 
Sells an insurance policy to a milkman before his rivals. They grab a 
Cab and attempt to find the milkman, but the vehicle is commandeered 
by thugs and driven to the scene of a projected robbery. They slug the 
thugs and escape, but police threaten to arrest them for driving a cab 
Without a license. Chase results in the situation being eventually cleared. 
Gal finds that her insurance salesman is now too busy to wed, so she falls 
for the inventor. 

Readied to start: ‘ONCE THERE WAS A LADY’ and ‘ROAD SHOW.’ 


Edward Finney, directed 


i gal, and Raye is jailed. 








Trent’s apartment just as the thieves arrive. A riot follows and all 
haled into court and, when the diamonds are found, they are escorted to 


are | 


| 


the scene of the robbery for the washup. 
‘DOUBLE OR NOTHING,’ produced by Benjamin Glazer, directed by 


Theodore Reed, no writing credits. Cast: Bing Crosby, Martha Raye, Andy 
Devine, Mary Carlisle, William Frawley, Benny Baker, Sam Hinds 

Story depicts Crosby, Raye, Devine and Frawley receiving $5,000 each 
in an eccentric millionaire’s will. They’re told to double the coin in 30 
days and receive the entire fortune. The quartet pool their resources and | 
talents. with Hinds, one of the eccentric’s in-laws, baffling them at every | 
turn. Hinds swindles Frawley out of his share; Devine is tripped up by a | 
Crosby leases a nitery and falls for Carlisle. 
Crosby will croon songs written by Arthur Johnston and Johnny Burke. 

Readied to start: ‘FLOOD CREST,’ ‘THIS WAY, PLEASE,’ ‘STRANGER 
THAN FICTION,’ ‘THE BARRIER,’ ‘WHAT HO,’ ‘BONANZA,’ ‘GOOD- 
NIGHT LADIES,’ ‘EBB TIDE,’ ‘BULLDOG DRUMMOND.’ 


. 
RKO-Radio 

Four in work, 11 editing, 10 preparing. In work: ‘NEW FACES OF 
1937,’ reported Variety, April 7; ‘VIVACIOUS LADY’ and ‘EASY GOING,’ 
reported April 28. Started: 

‘SUPER SLEUTH,’ produced by Edward Small, directed by Ben Stoloff, 
original by Harry Segal, no screenplay credits. Cast: Jack Oakie, Ann 
Sothern. Eduardo Ciannelli, Bradley Page, Edgar Kennedy, Paul Guilfoyle, 
Joan Woodbury, Alan Bruce, Willie Best. 


Story describes a series of murders in Hollywood with prominent pic- 
(Continued on page 23) 

















PRODUCTION TABLE 
(This table shows number of features promised to be delivered 
to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 
pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 
tions for the 1936-37 season.) 
Balance 
Pix tebe Stories 
Number Pix now placed in 
Producers and Number now now inthe before prep- || 
contributing of pix com- in cutting the ara- | 
companies. promised. pleted. work. rooms. cameras. tion. || 
COLUMBIA ..... oeaaae 50 21 3 13 13 6 | 
Larry Darmour........ 8 3 1 . 1 1 
GRAND NATIONAL.... 44 18 3 6 17 9 
I ic cossneneneas ae 25 5 5 13 10 |) 
Hial BROGER. ...cccccecese 1 4 1 l over | 
MONOGRAM .........+.¢ 42 2 2 38 19 } 
PARAMOUNT .......... 48 32 6 13) 3 over 10 
B. P. Schulberg......- 8 4 1 1 2 1 
Emanuel Cohen....... 8 4 1 1 2 1 
Harry Sherman.......- 6 4 1 1 an 1 
Frank Lloyd......... 1 I 
RKO RADIO............ 39 17 4 il 7 10 
David Loew...... eaeee 2 I 1 1 
George Hirliman...... 6 3 3 1 
Sel Lesser. ....cccces ° 3 1 ? 1 
REPORTS ..ccscsscvesse 15 4 14 25 8 
A. W. Hackel.........+ 16 14 ) ’ 
20TH CENTURY-FOX... 63 5ti , 6 Lover 10 
Sel Lesser.........00 6 3 1 oe 2 i 
UNITED ARTISTS: 
Samuel Goldwyn...... 7 2 3 2 2 
Walt.r Wanger.......- 7 3 1 3 3 
Selamick ......cccccee 5 3 i i 1 
Be. BOTBOL. 2. os cceccese 1 
Criterion ...... 60eees , 
Korda London.......-> 6 
UNIVERSAL coccccece 3h 3 4 9 Yover % 
Buck Jomes......+++- 6 6 1 lover i 
WARNERS ...cesesees 60 59 rh 13 18 over 8 
Totals ccccvcvcesecess TS 333 415 Bal 138 196 
33 over 
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PAR PLOTTING 
LABOR DEP'T 
FOR CHAIN 


VARILTY 


With its chain of theatres facing 
labor troubles this summer, togethet 
with all other houses against which 


rganizing drives 
mount is 


are planned, Para- 
considering establishment 
labor department at the home 
office. It had such depart- 
ment since bankruptcy, although the 
othe all have 


specialize 


ol a 


has no 


chains labor execu- 


tives who in dealings 


} with unions. 


Department would function on 
behalf of the Par home office 
over the theatres it directly controls 
as well as for the many Par partners. 


Company is undecided on whom to 
place in charge. Harry Sherman, 
former union executive, who for 
several years was in control of all 
labor matters for Publix when the 
Par theatres were known by that 
name, is reported the most likely 
candidate for the post, under Y. 
Frank Freeman, Par v.-p. and the- 
atre head 

After leaving Publix, prior to 


bankruptcy, Sherman became presi- 
Local 306, N. Y. Operators. 


Resigning from thta union, he was 
for about two years in the South 
Dakota territory operating for Par. 


He has been unattached for the past 
six months. 

Par chain 
size of any of the other majors. 
Warner Bros. Frank Phelps in 
charge of labor matters, while in 
RKO Major L. E. Thompson is the 
labor executive and in Loew’s it is 
Cc. C. Moskowitz. Charles Skouras 
attends to labor questions for Fox- 
West Coast and other Skouras 
operations. 


MG Speeding ‘Dress’ 


Hollywood, May ll. 


Metro plans immediate production 
| of ‘Wedding Dress,’ co-starring Rob- 
ert Montgomery and Rosalind Ruse 
sell, with Harry Rapf producing. 


is more than twice the 
At 


iS 


| Bob Benchley draws the top comedy 


role. 

Pic will be made from an original 
by Grace Carlyle and Marion Pare 
sonnet’s screenplay. 


Thos. Dixon Named Clerk 


of No. Car. Supreme Court 
Charlotte, N. C., May 11. 


Thomas Dixon, author of one of 
the early picture money-makers, 
‘Birth of a Nation,’ and various 


novels, plays and pictures, has been 
named clerk of the Eastern North 
Carolina district of United States 
Supreme Sourt. 


Says he will continue to work on 
plays and pictures too. He is now 
finishing dramatizations of ‘The 


| Southerner’ and ‘The Man in Gray,’ 
two of his most successful novels. 


Off to Singapore 
Hollywood, May Il. 
Clyde P. Elliott, Paramount came 
eraman; Wilfred Deming, his assist- 
ant, and Colin Tapley, actor, are set 
to sail for Singapore May 20 with a 
camera crew to film scenes for ‘Boo- 
loo.’ 
Carl Berger 
camera work. 


will supervise the 


MISS MANSON AT MAJOR 
Hollywood, May Il. 


Frances Manson has taken over 
jthe story editor berth for Major 
Prods. 


She was formerly at Columbia, 


 G-B Unit Quits S. Africa 
Capetown, April 19. 


Gaumont-British unit has sailed 
for England, having completed 
|shooting of local scenes for ‘King 
Solomon's Wives.’ 


T. Connochie, production ind 
business manager, will stay over f 


c 

a few weeks to clean up. 

Hughes In Aussie Pic 
Hollywood, May 11 

Lloyd Hughes is en route to Syde 
| ney, Australia, for the male lead in 
‘Luggers and Lovers,’ Cinesound 
Prod. pic. with the pearl-diving ine 


dustry as locale 
Ken Hall divects 
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a. Watch the press-room at the 
i Waldorf-Astoria, N.Y: for the 
| tip-off on the big news of the 





new year! These reporters 
know a good story when they 
get one — and they’re getting 
the greatest movie headlines 


of their lives right now at 


Warner Bros. 
Sales 


Convention 
May 10th to 13th 
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US. Army Posts Contribute 


. 


$600,000 Annually to Distribs 
For Pix; Leery of Local Exhibs 





Annual distrib income from rental 
of pix for showing in U. S. Army 
posts amounts to around $600,000. 
Total of 77 theatres are operated by 
U. S. Army Motion Picture service. 
Estimated they give approximately 
24,000 performances a year, most of 
them being lighted 365 days. While 
rental of feature pix varies any- 
where from $7 to $35 a night, it’s 
figured average program, including 
feature and two shorts, runs about 
$25. 

Films for soldiers, unlike U. S. 
Navy pix showings, are self-support- 
ing proposition. Generally army 
theatres break even, but in few ex- 
ceptions where they show profit, 
money is used for athletic equip- 
ment or recreational facilities. Ad- 
mish for service men is 20c. cash 
or by coupon, books of 10 tickets 
reduced to $1.40. Soldiers may buy 
script admissions on credit, coin 
being charged against their pay. 
Figured it’s only credit admish sys- 
tem in U. S. films. 


Army theatres can’t legally bar 


civilians from attending shows, but | 
to avoid squawks from nearby ex- | 


hibs (as well as to keep army houses 
for soldiers), 


boring communities. Absolute nix on 
civilian use of army admish coupons. 
Soldier admish .coupons are theoret- 
ically non-transferable, but rule is 
not enforced except to curb theft 
or the scrip being used for gambling. 
Despite price tilt to civilians, it’s 
reported that commercial exhibs 
periodically howl about army the- 
atre competish, but usually it’s pooh- 
poohed. 
Current Releases 


Pix shown in army houses are al- | 


ways of current release. Leery of 
commercial exhib shrieks, army 
never seeks pre or early release 
films. On other hand, it can’t run 
behind nearby commercial theatres. 
Usually two run about concurrently. 
Programs are usually in three units. 
If feature is of extraordinary length, 
however, only one short is included. 
Change of bill nightly in majority 
of theatres prevents army from be- 
ing choosy about pix it takes from 
distribs. But weakies are always 
supported by strong shorts as much 
as possible. 

Problem of censorship is non- 
existent in army pix. Theatres be- 
ing on government property, state 
laws haven’t jurisdiction. Any cen- 


‘sorship duties would lie with com- 


mander of the post, but no cases of 
military scissoring are on record. 
All kinds of pix go for soldiers, but 
Service stories (unless they contain 
too much service hoke) are faves. 


Since the War 
U. S. Army Motion Picture Ser- 


vice came into being soon after 
World War. Matter of government 
regulations regarding army  pur- 


chases soon arose, law requiring pix 


to be bought by contract via bids. | 


That method was obviously unwork- 
able, and now pix are handled by 
Acting Adjutant General E. T. Con- 


ley. Officer in charge is Major Wil- | 


liam E. Bergin. Civilian director is 
Raymond B. Murray. Branch ex- 


changes are located in New York, | 


Washington, St. Louis, Seattle and 
Dallas, each booking pix for army 
Posts in its territory. Thomas H. 
Martell, head of the New York ex- 
change, arranges deals with distribs. 
He and most of the other exchange 
heads are former theatre men. 


Each post theatre is under the su- 


Pervision of post commander, with | 
recreation officer as house manager | 
non-commissioned of- | 


and various 
ficers and privates serving as oper- 
ators, ushers, ticket men, etc. Men 
Set extra pay for work and, it’s re- 
Ported, take particular pride in duties. 
Claimed projectionists in particular 
are much more fussy about equip- 
ment and condition of films than 
many commercial theatre operators. 

Each exchange services equipment 
in its territory, main service depart- 
ment being located in St. Louis. Ex- 


| 
| 


scale for civilians is | 
set at same figure charged in neigh- | 


and _ after 


+ 





Beaver Bored 





Hollywood, May 11. 

Paul Muni, announced as 
pencilled in to do ‘Old Jules’ 
next, is bored with playing 
bearded leads and wants to 
come out in the open for a 
change. Actor has just finished 
‘Life of Emile Zola’ which, 
like his ‘Louis Pasteur’ and 
“Woman I Love,’ was played 
behind a muff. 

Weary of the beaver routine, 
he has asked to play General 





Goethals in ‘Panama Canal.’ 
| General merely had a soup- 
drainer, 











GN SALES MEET 
ON PROD. ANNI 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Grand National’s sales convention, 
May 16 to 19, at the Ambassador 
Hotel also marks GN’s first anniver- 
sary in production. Around 60 sales 
representatives and 20 studio ex- 
ecutives will attend. 

New York delegation will be 
headed by Treasurer Timothy Mur- 
phy, Comptroller W. J. Neary and 
General Counsel Ann _ Rosenthal, 
who will be accompanied by about 
20 others. Prexy Edward L. Alper- 
son and Edward Peskay, vice-presi- 
dent in charge of distribution, are 
already on the Coast. 

Alperson will announce the pro- 
duction line-up for the 1937-38 sea- 
son. He is now readying deals for 
signature with producers, writers, 
directors and players. 

Grand National reached its pro- 
duction peak of the current season 
last week with two pictures brought 
in, two in work and another pair 
starting. 

‘Love Takes Flight’ rolled last 
Thursday (13), with Conrad Nagel 
directing for Condor-GN. It’s Na- 
gel’s bow as a director. Bruce Ca- 
bot is featured. ‘The Californian,’ 
with Ricardo Cortez, started Tuesday 
(4), Gus Meins directing for 20th- 
Fox release. 














Sympathy, But — 


London, May 2. 

Judgment has been given against 
Frances Day in favor of her agents 
with costs for $2,900 commission on 
her engagement with Gaumont-Brit- 
ish. 

Miss Day walked out of her con- 
tract with G-B and had to pay dam- 
ages for breach of contract. Court 
said he felt sympathy for her—but. 








change and service personnel totals 
about 45 persons for whole country. 
Sunday the Top B.O. 
| Booking schedules for army houses 
| figure Sunday as big day for grosses. 
Super-specials are always skedded 
| that day. Monday is light, weakies 
| being spotted. Tuesday is up a bit. 
Wednesday eases off. Thursday, Fri- 
|day and Saturday build, latter two 
| being ‘family’ days, when sweet- 
|hearts are present on visits and 
when officers drag along fraus and 
| moppets. 

Booking offices setting pix sched- 
ules figure on about 50 big films a 
year. Plan about 60 to 70 above 
| average shows, around 150 average, 
'and in neighborhood of 100 fair or 
| poor. 
| While necessity of 
penses keeps army 





making ex- 


not quite so jittery as commercial 
film exhibs. Have never used duals | 
brief experiment with | 
banko and dishes. thev've gore back 
to straight pix. 
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a 





R SHOWMANSHI 





VETERAN EXHIBS 
NOW REITERATE 


Despite the Formula Chain 
Methods, Managers Can) 
Exercise Initiative — It’s | 
Being Advocated to En- | 
courage This by Proper | 
Salary Standards to De- 
serving Showmen 





SOME WRONG IDEAS 


A retreat from press book show- 
manship, elevation of managers’ sal- 
aries on basis of merit or results 
shown, and development of individ- 
ual house managerial policy accord- 
ing to patron taste and locality, was 
suggested this week by veteran ex- 
hibitors as a possible answer to com- 
plaints that circuits today are oper- 


ated on a too highly mechanized 
scale. Same exhibs thought this 
would considerably reduce patron 


squawks over what they term lack 
of even ordinary courtesy or atten- 
tion from chain-operated theatres. 
Under the present system of cir- 
cuit operation managers must take 
what pictures are handed them ex- 
cepting in isolated instances. Since 
the exhibitor cannot comply with re- 
quests for specific pictures, more 
rigid regulations on theatre operat- 





or’s duties and compliance with pa- 
tron requests is likely to result in 
an automatic increase in showman- 
ship. If this can be accompanied 
with a general readjustment of sal- 
ary structure on a strictly merit 
system basis, veteran showmen fur- 
ther contend that there undoubtedly 


will be some return to individual 
house operation policy even with 
circuits. 


Policy of booking certain features 
solid for an entire circuit in New 
York and other cities, or for a major 
portion of the chain, keeps house 
managers from exerting much influ- 
ence in selection of product. How- 
ever, some means of instilling inter- 
est of the house representative in 
the main picture to the extent of 
displaying inordinate enthusiasm 
would help build patronage, accord- 
ing to vet exhibitors. 

Even the Lowiy House Organ 

One form of publicizing or show- 
manship which is almost entirely 
overlooked by major circuits is the 
house organ containing lists of com- 
ing attractions and purportedly de- 
signed to gain helpful suggestions, 
they contend. As now operated in 
some instances, circuit theatres make 
it difficult, rather than easy, to have 
one’s name placed on the mailing 
list. One patron recently reported 
the experience of being told to write 
a letter to the theatre in order to 
obtain this theatre booklet, suppos- 
edly available for the asking, be- 
cause he had phoned the box office. 
He promptly forgot the theatre, his 
interest in pictures and the entire 
circuit because of this impertinence. 
Claimed that it was just another in- 
stance of wholesale methods em- 
ployed in circuit operations, and 
neglect of intimate details. Potential 
screen patron figured that if he 
spent his own money and evidenced 
that much interest in what the the- 
atre had on view, the least the man- 
agement could do was to instantly 
put his name on the mailing list. 

Overlooking of the personal wants 
of potential customers is a matter of 
routine with circuit managers, the- 
atregoers aver. A recent check made 
by one patron revealed only one or 
two house operators. in an area ex- 
tending for 40 blocks through the 
heart of Manhattan. actively dis- 
plaved any interest in the custom- 
er’s likes or dislikes. In many in- 
stances it was a difficult matter even 
to locate the manager. 





pix managers | 
| and bookers 0.0.-ing the b.o., they're | 


BLYSTONE ON ‘MADAME’ 
Hollywood, May 11. 





Jesse L. Lasky has assi¢ned John 
G. Blystone to direct ‘Music for 
Madame.” Nino Martini starré 


Pic is for Radio release 


Trade in Dither; 


Clearance Muddle Has Chicago 


May Mean Late 


Start on Sale of New Product 


+ 





What Is That Last? 


Hollywood, May 11. 
. Edgar Rice Burroughs, pappy 
of Tarzan, binds Sol Lesser to 


three inviolable rules in the 
‘Tarzan’ pics. 
Tarz must not be killed, 


maimed or held up to ridicule. 

















E. M. Loew Chain 
Soaked $3,000 on 


Chicago, May 11. 
Coming selling season will see the 
worst protection and_ clearance 


squabble in here, ac- 


cording to present indications. Hav- 


many years 


ing lain dormant for many seasons, 
the clearance question has suddenly 
im- 


loomed on the horizon as an 


portant film item again. 


Clearance problem has been get- 
ting steadily worse, and the serious- 
ness of the situation was recognized 
by the Chicago Film Board of Trade, 
which last week held a meeting to 
While the dis- 


tributor members of the Board will 


discuss the matter. 


make no decision in the protection 
matter, the exchanges did talk over 





Cycling Charge 


Holding that shorts come within | 


the intention of the U. S. copyright 


laws, the Federal District Court, in 
Boston, last week, assessed damages 
of $3,000, inclusive of attorneys’ fees, 
against the Hutchinson Amusement 
Co. (E. M. Loew) of Portland, Maine, 
against which Vitaphone and Vita- 
graph, Warner subsids, brought suit 
charging violation of copyright on 
charges of ‘bicycling.’ 


Court assessed $250 per short 
damages on eight of ‘Broadway 
Brevities’ series which were in- 


volved. 

V and V charged that eight shorts 
had been exhibited without author- 
ization at the New Portland theatre, 
although purchased and booked for 
the Casco theatre only. By its ver- 
dict the court takes a healthy slap 
at ‘bicycling.’ 

Court held that this unauthorized 
exhibition constituted an infringe- 
ment of the plaintiffs’ copyright. 
Complaints by V and V against other 
defendants, E. M. Loew’s Theatres, 
Inc., Elias M. Loew and the Casco 
Amusement Corp., were dismissed. 

E. M. Loew’s Theatres, Inc., is the 
holding company for Hutchinson 
Amusement and Casco Amusement 
and Elias M. Loew is president and 
treasurer of all firms involved. 





Default judgments were awarded 
in U. S. District Court, N. Y., Mon- 
day (10) to 20th-Fox, RKO Dis- 
tributing Corp. and the Van Beuren 
Corp. against Amusements Parkway, 
Inc., Isador Liebman and Edward 
Spiegel, operators of the Parkway 
theatre, for exhibiting films without 
permission. In each action the de- 
fendants were ordered to pay $250 
for each showing, 

Twentieth hac complained the de- 
fendants showed ‘Under Your Spell’ 
at the Parkway from Jan. 17 to 
Jan, 19. 

RKO-Van Beuren plaint was that 
the shorts ‘Molly Moo Cow,’ ‘Robin- 
son Crusoe’ and ‘Bugles from Blue 
Grass’ were shown without permis- 
sion Dec, 27-29. 


Rowland’s Flag-Wavers 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Richard Rowland is making tests 
in a search for two male leads for 





the situation. 
Likelihood of court action is be- 
ing considered in several instances 


if the ever-growing. protection 
wrangles aren’t ironed out across 
a conference table; and it’s gener- 


ally admitted along Chicago's film 
row that the coming selling season 
will be in the nature of a business 
earthquake unless these problems 
are smoothed out first. 

Indie Growls 

Independent theatre owners are 
growling that the circuits have 
steadily increased their protection 
and clearance throughout the ter- 
ritory, and that it’s up to the ex- 
changes to give the smaller houses 
a new deal. In the past the price 
of admission governed almost com- 
pletely the protection setup, but in- 
creasing pressure in the past couple 
of years forced a number of houses 
to play farther down on the release 
line than they desired, even in ine 
stances where they were ready to 
slap on an admission charge which 
would be commensurate with their 
week-of-release. 

Most recent squabble is occurring 
in the north side Evanston suburb, 
where the Stadium, owned by Leo 
Solomon, can get only Paramount, 
Metro, United Artists and _ indie 
product in the first week of ree 
lease; while the other pictures can 
be had only in the second week of 
release due to protection claimed 
by the Balaban & Katz Valencia. 
Solomon has retained attorney I. B. 
Perlman to negotiate some treaty on 
this. 

On the south side, the indie 
Radio theatre is playing in the 
seventh week of release, but would 
like to be in the second, with clear- 
ance being held at the seven-week 
mark due to demands made by the 
Schoenstadt circuit. On the north 
side the Essaness Biograph is hold- 
ing protection over the Balaban & 
Katz Covent on pictures which have 
previously played at the B. & K. 
Century, across the street. B. & K. 
has been in considerable of a dither 
about this situation, but hasn't been 
able to do anything about it yet. 

Fears 

These are just a few of the in- 
stances which have the local film 
row worried, and unless it’s 
smoothed out shortly it’s generally 
figured by both exchanges and ex- 
hibitors that the coming film buy- 
ing-and-selling season will be held 
up far beyond its normal length, due 
to the fact that an increasing num- 
ber of exhibs are threatening a sit- 
down strike on product purchase 





his projected series of four ‘Stars 


and Stripes Service’ pix for Grand | 


National. 
Tentative title of the first is 
and Stone in the Marines.’ 





‘ od ’ 
Thempson on ‘Swing 
May 11. 
Musical to be produced by Harlan 
Thompson for Paramount will carry 
the tag ‘Colle~e Swing.’ 
An ‘all-star’ will gtud the c 


Holly wood 


‘ast c 


‘Kelly | 


until the exchanges and major 
| houses agree to a satisfactory re- 
| Vision. 
While unvoiced, one of the main 
| items in back of the film industry's 
heads in Chicago is the Balaban & 
Katz demand for a full extra week 
of protection for the ‘C’ houses. For 
two years straight B. & K. 
| wound up the loser in its battle for 
| this increased week of clearance, but 
|} two years of losing doesn’t mean 
| that B. & K. has given up hope and 
the exhibs charging 25¢ or less are 
still carefully watching B. & K. for 
another move in this direction. 
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Everywhere Tyrone and Loretta 
are being cheered as the new king 
and queen of romance..while “Cafe 
Metropole” scores boxoffice tri- 
umphs over “Love Is News’ in Rich- 
mond (day-and-date), Springfield 
lll.), Buffalo, Detroit, Milwaukee! 
And it’s just starting, folks! 
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Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 19) 


ture stars as the victims. Police are groping in the dark when a film star, 
noted for his characterizations of a successful sleuth, gets a note from 
the celebrity killer that he’s next on the list. He’s friendly with a pro- 
fessor who owns a ‘crime doesn’t pay’ exhibit at a beach resort, Gal head 
of a studio publicity department is in love with the picture star and when 
she discovers that the professor is the celebrity killer she frames the star 
into jail for protection. However, the professor bails him out and takes 
him to the beach resort. Everything is eventually washed up when she 
calls out the gendarmes. 

Readied to start: ‘WINDJAMMER,’ ‘JUNIOR G-MAN,’ ‘HOUSE IN THE 
COUNTRY,’ ‘MAKE A WISH,’ ‘MUSIC FOR MADAME,’ and ‘TAKE THE 
HEIR.’ 





Republic 


Two in work, 14 editing, eight preparing. Started: 

‘MEET THE BOY FRIEND,’ produced by Colbert Clark, directed by 
Ralph Staub, original by Robert Arthur, screenplay by Bradford Ropes. 
Cast: David Carlyle, Carol Hughes, Andrew Tombes, Pert Kelton, Warren 
Hymer, Gwili Andre, Oscar and Elmer, Jonathan Hale, Cy Kendall, Mary 
Gordon, Syd Saylor. 

Story tells of Carlyle, former truck driver, becoming America’s leading 
ether crooner. His sponsor, Tombes, in order to retain the singer, sends 
Andre, his sweetheart, to Hollywood and lands her a pic contract and at 
the same time insures the singer against getting married. Hughes, niece 
of the insurance company head, makes a play for Carlyle in order to pre- 
vent his marriage, but falls in love with him. He discovers the plot and 
decides to marry Andre just as the insurance company fakes a kidnaping 
of Miss Hughes. Carlyle finds her but the snatch turns out to be the real 
thing. They are being held in a nitery, and in an effort to escape, they 
are married over the air as a part of the entertainment. Police effect a 
rescue. Sponsor hears the duo singing over the air and decides two will 
have more appeal than one, so he calls off the payment of the insurance 

olicy. 

- *‘YODELIN’ KID FROM PINE RIDGE,’ produced by Armand Schaefer, di- 
rected by Joe Kane, original by Jack Natteford, screenplay by Natteford, 
Stuart and Dorrell McGowan. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Betty 
Bronson, Leroy Mason, Charles Middleton, Russell Simpson, Tennessee 
Ramblers, Jack Dougherty, Guy Wilkerson, Frankie Marvin, Henry Hall, 
Snowflake. 

Story shows Autry as the son of a cattle rancher in the turpentine forest 
country of Georgia. Middleton, his father, and others believe their cattle 
are being rustled by the lowly turpentiners. Dougherty and Mason are 
the rustlers, Gene reveals, and in a fight is disowned and forced to leave 
the country. Autry returns years later from a wild west tour. Betty 
Bronson, daughter of a turpentiner, aids Autry in rounding up the rustlers, 
but when he goes to see his father he learns he has been murdered. He 
sets out to find the murderer and walks into the home of a slain suspect 
just as the sheriff arrives. Autry escapes jail and rounds up his former 
wild west trouve to aid in wiping out the gang of rustlers. 

Readied to start: ‘RANGE DEFENDERS.’ 


20th Century-Fox 


Three in work, six editing, 10 preparing. In work: ‘YOU CAN’T HAVE 
EVERYTHING’ and ‘THE CALIFORNIAN,’ reported VARIETY April 28. 
Started: 

‘BORN RECKLESS,’ produced by Milton Feld, directed by Mal St. Clair, 
original by Jack Andrews, no other writing credits. Cast: Rochelle Hud- 
son, Brian Donlevy, Barton MacLane, Robert Kent, Pauline Moore, Chick 
Chandler, Harry Carey. : 

Story characterizes Brian Donlevy as a daredevil race driver winning 
a fat stake at the Indianapolis Speedway and then losing it in a hoss race. 
He drops off a freight, penniless, into a taxi cab war. He sees a driver 
knocked unconscious and drives the cab to the garage and gets a job. 
He tries out an armored taxi, wrecking everything in sight, and meets 
up with the racketeers. He witnesses a crash in which one of the rack- 
eteer’s autos kills his pal. He takes the case into court against threats 
made by the racketeers, but surprises everyone by refusing to identify the 
killer. He then swings over to the rival outfit. He obtains names, in- 
formation, etc., and in a frameup reveals that he has, been working for 
the police and consequently everything is washed un satisfactorily. 

Readied to start: ‘HEIDI,’ ‘WILD AND WOOLLY,’ ‘ALI BABA GOES TO 
TOWN,’ ‘JEAN,’ ‘THE JONES FAMILY,’ ‘MR. MOTO,’ ‘THIN ICE,’ ‘ROYAL 
BRISTOL HOTEL,’ ‘CHICAGO,’ and ‘DANGER, LOVE AT WORK.’ 


United Artists 


Four in work, one editing, eight preparing. In work: 

‘VOGUES OF 1938,’ reported Variety March 24, and ‘STELLA DALLAS,’ 
reported April 7. Started: ; 

‘HURRICANE,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn, directed by John Ford, 
original by James Norman Hall and Charles Nordhoff, screenplay by Dud- 
ley Nichols. Cast: Jon Hall, Dorothy Lamour, Jerome Cowan, C. Aubrey 
Smith, Raymond Massey, Barbara O'Neil. 

Story depicts Jon Hall as a peaceable native on one of the South Sea 
Islands. He is beloved by the countrymen and is living peaceably as a 
rate on one of the island trading ships. In a mainland bar a white makes 
a crack about him and he socks the latter in the jaw. Blow eventually 
causes his death, and the white governor, anxious to set an example, jails 
the lad. Latter recently was married and escapes confinement and returns 
tc his bride. He is found and returned to jail but escapes repeatedly, un- 
til his sentence reaches around 50 years. Finally, in desperation, he kills 
a guard and goes back to his bride. Just as gendarmes are closing in on 
them a hurricane wipes out everything on the island with the exception 
of the couple. peer 

‘DEAD END,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn, directed by William Wyler, 
play ‘Dead End’ by Sidney Kingsley, screenplay by Lillian Hellman. Cast: 
Joel McCrea. Sylvia Sidney, Humphrey Bogart, Allen Jenkins, Claire 
Trevor, Wendy Barrie and the Six Bad Boys from the New York play. 

Story is a preachment against bad environment for big city lads. It 
Shows a group of boys living in a dead end street, vicious, little human 
rats. Humphrey Bogart, formerly a member of the vicious tribe, now a 
man, returns to the neighborhood. His face has been operated upon, a la 
Dillinger, but Joel McCrea, an architect living in the vicinity, recognizes 
him through the scars. Much of the action is laid in the rear of a luxurious 
apartment house. Front is being redecorated. causing the various and 
sundry tenants to come in contact with the habitues on the dead end street. 
In the fade, story has McCrea identifying Bogart as the babyface killer be- 
ing sought by the coppers. / 

Readied to start: ‘ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER,’ ‘4552ND STREET, 
‘STAND IN,’ ‘SUMMER LIGHTNING,’ ‘NOTHING SACRED,’ ‘MARCO 
POLO, and ‘THE GOLDWYN FOLLIES.’ 














Universal 





Two in work, five editing, eight preparing. In work: ‘LOVE IN A BUN- 
GALOW,’ reported Variety April 13. Started: : 

“WEST BOUND LIMITED,’ produced by Henry MacRae and Ben Koenig, 
directed by Ford Beebe, screenplay by Beebe and M. Geraghty. Cast: 
Lyle Talbot, Polly Rowles, Henry Brandon, Frank Reicher, Henry Hunter, 
William Royle, Tom Steele, Charles Murphy, Monte Vandegrift, J. P. 
McGowan. ; : 

Story shows Lyle Talbot, station agent, fighting off a bandit attempting 
to steal a mining company’s payroll. In the struggle the semaphore signals 
are changed giving the limited a clear track. Train roars past and crashes 
into a freight, killing many persons. Talbot is unable to clear himself of 
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Incorporations 


NEW YORK 


Albany. 


Incorporators: 


Today's Stars Are Tomorrow s Extras, 


» . e 
theatrical’ business Capital tacky 1 Says Lefty, Recalling White Rats Strike 
Shares, no par _ value, 


Gertrude Schorr, 2007 62nd street, Brook- 
lyn; Miriam Teitelbaum, 164 West 79th 
street, New York City; Lilvyan Manilla, 
707 West 171st street, New York City. 
Olive Lenton Studios, Inc., Manhattan: 
theatrical business; capital stock, 200 _ F 
shares, no par value. Incorporators: Dear Joe: 
Sally Wagman, Ferdinand F. Caputo, o. , : “ej , 
James R Murphy, all of 1 Cedar street, Well, I finished my picture in five 
New York City. days and they say I’m pretty good 
che altace-Raymend Corp., New York: |in the rushes. Now if the guy in 
leatrica goods; capital stock 200 r ‘ ’ . aw 
shares, no par value. Wallace J. Katz the cutting room don’t let me stay 
Sil West 44th street, New York City; | in there with him when he sends out 
Pricey Yau Gis, Musused Bese ant the picture, I may get a break. I 
West 44th street, New York City. haven’t heard anything more about 
Ice Carnival, Inc., Manhattan; winter | any work; for that matter, very few 
Sports promotion; capital stock, 100 ay ace ery 
shares, no par value. Incorporators:; | People have, on account of every- | 
Julius  kirehik, Annette Wesserman, | body is excited about the strike. All | 
pay roe : = of 295 Madison avenue, the big guys walk around with mys- | 
Sherman Amusement Corp., Manhat- | t€TiOuS looks on their pans; you | 
an; theatrical business; capital stock, | know one of them looks like a kid 
2 Shares, no par value Incorporators: ee ce in’ 
Matie Hammerstein, Mollie Siegfried, has when he knows somethin : RP 
Helen, Steinberg, all of 1540 Broadway, In a way I’m glad I’m not workin 
shar © qa agin oa right now because it don’t put me 
Allied Sports Club, Ine., Manhattan: spot rith tl studios Y 
Promotion of athletic exhibitions, etc.; on a spo wi 1€ stuc 108. ou 
capital stock, 100 shares, no par value. | know you gotta work with all those 
nceorporators: Yilliliam S. Silkworth, 233 “7 rac » Zi j . 
Madison avenue, New York City: Tohn | actors the rest of your life. Didn't 


F. Lilley, 465 West 23rd street, New York | Aggie and me walk during the White 
City; Frederick Cauchois, 153 West 36th 











. ? . -i ”» -) ° ve . 

street, New York City. Rats Strike’ That hglers no fun 

Whitree Picture Corp., Manhattan: mo throwing down a 40-week route 
tion picture films, etc); capital stock, 100 | which took us a long time to get | 
shares, no par value Incorporators: | back 
Lew White, 565 Fifth avenue, New York | 22CK- | 
City; Hazel E. Reeves, 1600 Broadway, Met a guy who tells me about a | 
New York City; Bernard lL. Miller, 565 y ryt re “e | 
Fifth avenue, New York City. | Rew wrinkle the hotels out here | 


Pleasurebound, Inc., New York: amuse- have got for guys that don't pay | 
meant porte ass devices: capital sto their room rent. They don’t plug | 
250 shares, $1 par value Incorpora- . ° . sy inc , : ri 
tors, Charles F. Keller, Jr, 521 32na |Your lock, they just take out a w in- 
street, Union City, N. J.; Raymond KE. | dow from your room; when you're 
vig an arr 3loo oth of 205 . 
ieaet atua stloot Mew Tai ee. Of 2° a few weeks behind you have no 

Levjac Amusement Corp., Kings: the- windows, and when you pay scene 
“on alee — stock, 10 shares, | thing on account, they put a window 
no par value. nceorporators: Esther ant o ; 

Gershenson, Milton Stern, Robert Ross, back at a time. 
all of 220 West 42nd street, New York See in the papers where Tony 
. es ie Wes e Canzoneri lost to Ambers; well, Tony 
mperator ctures orp., Manhattan; pres ‘ . ay ¢ : 
motion picture business; capital stock. | W4S plenty good and gave the fans 
100 shares, no par value. Incorporators: | a run for their dough every time he 
Cassrell Greenberg, 35 McClellan street, 4 aw Ici av ; 
The Bronx; Martha Harris, 146 Kast 55th fought. The new kids have got to 
street, Brooklyn: Eleanor Brook, 1069 | get a start sometimes; they gotta 
weirs ome he ea get a hunk of the spotlight and take 
epth Portraits, Inc., Manhattan: mo- “_ °- , y aw 
tion picture business: capital stock, 100 | th it bows. You know I saw plenty 
shares, no par value. Incorporators: | of em—jockeys, fighters, actors— 
Carl Perey, 138 East 86th street, New . ~ : Sho 
York City; Arthur Swallow. 14 Virginia come on the Big, Street, and they 
place, Larchmont, N. Y.: J. George Ieid- | remind me of kids on graduation 
—— A ia ~~ Magnolia avenue, May- day. they all make a little curtsey 
wood, N. J. tag . : : wee 
—— I think they call it, and then get off 
CALIFORNIA the stage. Some of ’em stay a little 
Sacramento. longer than others, but they all 

Hollywood Screen Test Corp., tos | Sooner or later have got to duck into 
Angeles; capital stock, $110,000, none |the entrance to make room for the 
subscribed. Directors: A. W. Crawford, 4 i. se - 

H. E. Crawford, Lois Weber, Wilma Van | next act. Well, they can say that 
Peski, Cyril W. Connolly, they’ve been ‘on’... . Look at all the 

Creative Talents Guild, Los Angeles: no | guys that can’t even get a break-in 
capita stock, Directors: Erie Heath, cs > " 
Butirn King, Jack P. Leonard. Everybody is happy out here about 

Mayer- | W. C. Fields being back on the job 


Certificate of dissolution, 
Kempner (talent agency) of Los Angeles. 79} Ij ar i 
Hollywood Little Theatre; capital again. Me and Aggie heard him on 


stock, 100 shares, none subscribed. IDi- the air the other night and he was 

rectors: Charles B. Delong. Viola G. ° 

Wisler, Edith A. Delong, Thomas L. swell. Saw S. J. Kaufman; he has 
been pretty sick, but is getting along 





Higbee, Dorothy Powers, 





criminal neglect charges and escapes from his guards following his con- 
viction. While tramping through the country Talbot meets up with Polls 
Rowles when he seeks a handout at her home. Her father suffers a heart 
attack, and realizing that he’ll lose his job unless someone carries on, Tal- 
bot operates the telegraph key for him in the railroad signal tower. Due 
to a lover’s quarrel between Miss Rowles and Henry Brandon, latter re- 
veals Talbot’s identity. Fight follows in which Talbot learns that Brandon 
is the bandit that attempted to hold him up. 

Readied to start: ‘REPORTED MISSING,’ ‘100 MEN AND A GIRL, 
‘HEATHER OF THE HIGH HAND,’ and ‘YOUNG MAN’S FANCY.’ 


Warners 





Six in work, 13 editing, eight preparing. In work: ‘THAT CERTAIN 
WOMAN,’ reported Variety April 7;‘A GENTLEMAN AFTER MIDNIGHT,’ 
‘ANGLE SHOOTER,’ ‘VARSITY SHOW,’ reported April 28. Started: 

‘MR. DODD TAKES THE AIR,’ produced by Mervyn LeRoy, directed 
by Alfred E. Green, original by Clarence Budington Kelland, screenplay 
by William Wister Haines and Elaine Ryan. Cast: Kenny Baker, Jane 
Wyman, Gertrude Michael, Alice Brady, Frank McHugh, Henry O'Neill, 
Clifford Soubier, Ferris Taylor, Sybil Harris, Maidel Turner. 

Story depicts Kenny Baker, baritone singer, with ambitions along elec- 
trical lines. He works for an electrician, doing small wiring jobs and 
laboring on a gadget to eliminate static interference in radio sets. Home 
town boy, who has made good as a mattress manufacturer, discovers Baker 
singing at a strawberry festival, and offers him an audition. He has a 
sore throat and the medico tells him he can’t warble for some time. How- 
ever, he goes through the audition, but his voice has changed. He is now 
a tenor, and the response to the program causes him to receive a higher 
salary and national fame. Jane Wyman, a broadcasting secretary, keeps 
Baker out of the limelight in an effort to prevent fame from going to his 
head. Miss Wyman applies for a patent on his invention but Gertrude 
Michael steps in to sweep Baker off his feet romantically. Another gal 
goes for him, also, and in the end he’s without his invention and his gold 
derived therefrom. Suddenly his voice changes back to baritone and he 
returns home, no longer wanted on the air. When he’s approached to sell 
the patent rights to the gadget, Miss Michael asserts it is hers, but Miss 
Wyman steps out with the papers. 

‘FIRST LADY,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown, directed by Michael Cur- 
tiz, from play by George S. Kaufman and Katherine Dayton, screenplay by 
Rowland Leigh. Cast: Kay Francis, Victor Jory, Verree Teasdale, Anita | 
Louise, Walter Connolly, Louise Fazenda, Marjorie Gateson, Marjorie 
Rambeau, Grant Mitchell, Frank Sheridan, Harry Devenport. 

Story is a comedy-drama, surcharged with the atmosphere of political | 
Washington, Kay Francis is the grand-daughter of a late U. S. president. | 
Purely because of an inherited instinct for politics, she is involved in | 
everything that goes on in the capital. She loves her country and has 
ambitions for her husband. Victor Jory, a young western senator, has 
made his maiden speech, which was written by Miss Francis. This irks 
Verree Teasdale, who is fighting Miss Francis for social leadership, but 
Jory likes the situation and particularly her niece, Anita Louise. Louise 
Fazenda, elderly prexy of a woman’s organization, arrives in the Capital 
to make trouble. Miss Michael causes Miss Fazenda to back her husband 
for the Presidency, and Grant Mitchell, publisher of a chain of newspapers, 
supports the boom. Miss Francis knows that Miss Michael's first husband, 
a prince, is about to conclude a treaty with the U. S. and that divorces, 
previously obtained in his country, are not recognized in this country. 
When the prince arrives, Miss Francis persuades Miss Michael to with- 
draw her candidate and another candidate is nominated. 

Readied to start: ‘THE PERFECT SPECIMEN,’ ‘ALCATRAZ ISLAND? 








By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


fine now. Got a letter from Joe E. 
Brown; he says he’s got a colt that 
will be the next winner of the Derby. 
. + Well, my married sister sez she’s 
got the next President of the United 
States. Got a letter from some of 
the boys at the Lambs; they tell me 
that Bill Gaxton has done wonders 


| for the club. 


Well the inkwell is running dry, 
so I'll call it nine innings and say 
it’s from your pal, Lefty. 

P.S.—Just heard that the strike is 
settled as far as the actors are con- 
cerned, so I will take a whirl around 
the studios and give them a chance 
to hire a genius. 

P.S.P.S.—The reason the stars 
fought for better conditions for the 
extras is because the stars of today 
are the extras of tomorow. 


KAO Profits Up $240,000 
Over '36 in April Quarter 


Keith-Albee-Orpheum Corp. and 
subsidiaries’ net profit, after all 
charges excepting federal surtax, 
rose approximately $240,000 in the 
April quarter, as compared with a 
similar period in 1936. Companies 
reported a net of $512,803 for the 13 
weeks ending April 3, against $274,- 
049 in comparable quarter of the 
previous year. This makes the 
quarterly earnings $7.97 per pre-e 
ferred share, against $4.26 in 1936. 

Corporation and subsids reported 
a net profit of $1,539,495, after all 
charges excepting federal surtax on 
undistributed earnings, for the 53- 
week period ending on the April 
date. This is equal to $23.94 per 
preferred share, there being 64,304 
shares of the 7° convertible pre- 
ferred now outstanding. 

B. F. Keith and subsidiary come 
panies’ net profit, after all deduce 
tions except federal surtax, were 
more than $100,000 higher than those 
in the comparable quarter of 1936, 
Net profit was $383,862 for the 13 
weeks ending April 3, against only 
$238,326 in the comparable period of 
the preceding year. 

Net profit for Keith and its sub- 
sids in the 53 weeks ending April 3 
totalled $1,232,918, after the usual 
deductions, excepting the federal 
surtax on undistributed profits, 


Columbia Net Up 


Columbia Picts. net profit for the 
nine-month period ending March 28 
totalled $1,189,354, as compared with 
$958,578 for the comparable three- 
quarters in 1936. This is equivalent 
to $3.27 per common share, as against 
only $2.54 a share reported in the 
nine-month period of the preceding 
year. Per share earnings were calcu- 
lated after covering full preferred 
dividend requirements on a $2.75 
annual basis. 

Columbia Picts. working capital 
was approximately $9,500,000 as of 
the March date, with assets placed at 
$11,037,957. 

Company’s net profit for the third 
quarter ending March 27 amounted 
to $559,582, which is equal to $1.61 per 
common share. 








Consolidated Net 


For Quarter Drons 


Net profit of Consolidated Film 
Industries, Inc., and subsidiaries was 
$229,704 for the March quarter, com- 
pany announced this week. This is 
equal to 5c. per share on the com- 
mon, after making provision for divie 
dend requirements on the $2 pre-e 
ferred stock. 

This net compares with $290,249 or 
17c. per common share in the March 
period of 1936. 


NEW INDIE PROD. 


New producing company headed 


| by C. Kenny, Johr T. Doran and 


Marie Kenny moved into the old 
Edison studio in the Bronx, N. Y., 
Monday (10), prepared to turn out 
features, shorts, commercial films 
and make screen tests. Company is 
known as Film Art Studios, Inc. 

Initial production will cover the 
making of a series of shorts based on 
the Constitution and known as ‘We, 
the People.’ 
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THE BRITISH LION 
| TRAFALGAR SQUARE 
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THE LION’S ROAR HEARD 
"ROUND THE WORLD TODAY! 


And every day throughout 
the globe the public says: 
| “Leo the Lion is the Leader 
| of the Amusement World!” 








THE ROYAL FAMILY OF FILMS START 
THEIR REIGN OF 1937-38 WITH 
GREATEST LINE-UP OF HISTORY! 


(Ask the M-G-M Boys returning from the Big Convention!) 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


More general prevalence of double bills throughout the United States 
this summer is expected to work a greater hardship than usual in cities 
observing Daylight Saving time. Shows running three hours or longer 
mean the last shows operate until midnight, with the early night perform- 
ance hitting the screen at 6 p.m. In either instance, the late daylight hours 

ut a crimp in attendance. 

Matter of Daylight Saving has been before the Hays organization almost 
every year, but it has adopted a hands-off attitude, decreeing that it is 
strictly a local matter and up to individual exhibitor organizations. 

Daylight Saving now is looked on by industry leaders as a distinct 
detriment to summer boxoffice, but a matter about which nothing can 
be done. 





= 


Metro boys are handing bouquets to J. S. MacLeod, head of exchanges, 
and Bill Ferguson, exploitation chief, for an outstanding convention job. 
MacLeod iaid out the itinerary for visiting delegates, handled hotel ac- 
commodations, general program biz, entertainment and looked after indi- 
vidual wants. Ferguson provided the ballyhoo and showman’s touch in 
layout of assembly room, novelties for all sessions and grouping of 
delegates. 

Frank Whitbeck dispatched Hal Elias as aide and functioned himself as 
studio contact. Howard Strickling assigned Barrett Kiesling, Clarence 
Locan, Frank Pope and George Johnson from the studio publicity staff. 





Heavy caliber wordslingers are reported in brisk demand at Hollywood 
press agent bureaus, with few able to fill the topnotch requirements. Con- 
dition boomerangs from the insistence of dailies, syndicates and mags on 
superior literary product from studios. 

Personality serials, individually prepared feature stories and other qual- 
ity material can find ready acceptance in class mediums, but must be good. 
Result has been both better basic pay and more jobs, with some angling 
being done between studios for puff-purveyors who have what it takes. 





Timeliness of a portion of the recent ‘March of Time’ issue depicting 
the Black Areas in the British Isles brought a voluntary tie-up with Lon- 
don newspapers. Newspapers, including the London News-Chronicle and 
the Herald, employed sandwich board bulletins with newsboys telling of 
photos taken from the ‘Time’ reel which were in the latest daily editions. 
First time that ‘March’ received such extensive street ballyhoo in the 
British metropolis, where such means are usually limited by law. 





Exceptionally vivid 24-sheet lithographs blazoning the boards at Radio 
Studio to exploit the Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers production, ‘Shall We 
Dance.” are the result of long experimenting on the part of Barrett Mc- 
Cormick, RKO-Radio advertising and publicity chief. Black-and-white 
halftones generated much talk in the trade and McCormick plans to plaster 
the nation with them. His next problem is how to extend the new pro- 
cess to color prints. . 





Mrs. Richard Barthelmess sailed to London in a hurry last week to see 
the film star, who is in a nursing hospital there recuperating from his 
fourth operation for sinus. She had been in New York with Barthelmess’ 
mother, who died last week, and attending to funeral, etc. 

Kay Francis, a close friend of the family’s, flew in from the Coast to 
attend the funeral and flew right back, making the trip in three days be- 
cause she was on call at the WB studio. 





No tighter monopoly of theatre conditions exists anywhere, perhaps, 
than the domination of the St. Louis theatre situation by Fanchon & Marco 
interests. This sway over St. Louis comes because of government inter- 
vention on behalf of F. & M. against the various firms then involved. In 
view of this peculiar situation the trade and observers generally are curi- 
ous about the government's actions in any possible anti-trust suits else- 
where. 





‘Spirit of Variety, adopted at Variety Club Convention as national 
Variety Club song, was written and composed by Gene Ford, manager of 
Loew’s Capitol, Washington, for first local Variety Club banquet in 1935. 
Has been used for Capitol Variety affairs regularly for two years. 


| ‘Gaston Means’ Film 


Film rights to ‘The Strange Life 
of Gaston B. Means,’ by Frank 
Campbell Waldrop and Mrs. Gaston 
B. Means, have been bought by 
David Garrison Berger, N. Y. film 
attorney. Production will be started 
as soon as the shooting script is 
prepared. Washington background 
will be used. 

Story is based on incidents in the 
life of the former Department of 
Justice investigator now serving a 
15-year sentence in Leavenworth for 
extorting $104,000 from Mrs. Evelyn 
McLean on a promise of restoring 
the kidnaped Lindberg baby. Wal- 
drop is editorial writer for the 
Washington Herald. 








Interstate Convention 


In Dallas May 24-27 


Convention of executives and 
managers of the Interstate chain, 
whose 100 houses blanket the Texas 
territory, will be held May 24-27, 
under plans of its heads, Karl Hob- 
litzelle and R. J. O'Donnell, for dis- 
cussion of policies, current oper- 
ating problems, etc. Y. Frank Free- 
man, vice-president of Paramount in 
charge of theatre operation, left for 
Dallas Thursday night (6) to confer 
with Interstate chieftains on this and 
other matters, returning to New 
York yesterday (Tues.). 


Freeman and other Par executives 











from the home office are expected to 


attend the meeting. It will be held 
in Dallas. 





No Tilting—Yet 


Majority of exhibitors and major 
Circuits will make no concerted ef- 
fort to increase box-office prices 
senerally until this fall. Although 
agreed that there must be a material 
advance in scales all along the line, 
they consider the hot summer 
months as unsuited for such tilting. 

Most exhibitors now are planning 
to wait until grosses are on the up- 
beat and when they can point to new 


and better grade of product. Then 
they plan to install a comprehensive 


lke 








Ed Anderson at Par 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Edward Anderson has been given 
4 Writing termer by B, P, Schulberg 
at Paramount. Initial chore will be 
an original, 
Anderson authored ‘Hungry Men’ 








and ‘Thieves Like Us.’ 


Berger is now producing a film 
based on ‘The Nine Old Men,’ Drew 
Pearson and Robert Allen book 
about the Supreme Court. 


Hoisting ’Em in H’ wood 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Masquers Club held its sixth 
Seidel Night last Thursday (13), 
with Joe Ratliff functioning as brau- 
meister. 

Participants in the program in- 
cluded Frank McHugh, Bob Arm- 
strong, Joe Cawthorne, Mitchell 
Lewis. Russell Hopton, Charley 
Chase, Billy Gilbert, Jimmy Gleason, 
Gus Van, Alan Mowbray, Bob Chis- 
holm. Pat Collins, Frank Morgan 
and Monte Vandergrift. 


Par’s Prof P. A. 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Paramount has added Dr. Bruno 
David Usher to its publicity staff to 
exploit the studio’s musical achieve- 
ments. 

Usher has been on the faculty of 
the University of Southern Califor- 
nia as a music prof. 




















B & K INSISTS 
ON DUAL BILLS 


Chicago, May 11. 
Balaban & Katz will remain in 
double features despite every effort 
and pressure being brought to bear 
on the company to return to singles. 


This decision was revealed in an 
unofficial confab between John 
Balaban and Aaron Saperstein of 


Allied last week. 

With the town’s major circuit thus 
remaining on a bargain bill basis it 
is obvious around film row that 
there is no immediate likelihood of 
doing away with the extra feature 
at this time. 

Small houses have been complain- 
ing bitterly about twin pictures in 
recent weeks, with business having 
hit a considerable slump throughout 
the town. Even the major B. & K. 
houses have noticed a b.o. decrease 
during the past few weeks. How- 
ever, despite this slide B. & K. is 
determined to continue on the two- 
bill basis, in the belief that the slump 
is due to other causes. 

But nothing will convince the 
smaller nabes that double 
aren’t hurting them, feeling being 
that the big houses with two top pix 
will outdraw the weaker line-up at 
small houses. 


Joan Lowell Must Show 
In Court or Lose Her Suit 
Against Van Beuren Pix 


Joan Lowell, co-author of ‘The 
Cradle of the Deep’ and other deep- 
sea tomes, must show up on June 1 
at the N. Y. Federal Court on her 


personal damage suit for $250,000 
against the Van Beuren Picts, pic- 
ture producers, will be tossed out, 
Judge John C. Knox decided Thurs- 
day (6), when he denied a further 
postponement. Not only will Miss 
Lowell lose her suit, but possibly the 
$300,000 counter action brought 
against her by the producing firm. 
Miss Lowell’s action is based on 
the grounds that she was not prop- 
erly protected from injury and sick- 
ness by the defendant during the 
filming of ‘Adventure Girl’ in 1933 
in the British West Indies. Van 
Beuren answers by stating that Miss 
Lowell was practically on her own, 
having selected her father to com- 
mand the vessel on which she 
travelled, as well as its crew. 


Counter suit by Van Beuren is 
based on claim it sustained damages 
amounting to $300,000 through Miss 
Lowell’s ‘inefficiency and careless- 
ness.’ 








In seeking the further adjourn- 
ment, the author's attorneys pleaded 
with the Court that Miss Lowell was 
‘somewhere in Brazil and out of 
communication.’ 


N. Y. Stagehands Union 


Re-elects Brennan Slate 





Granting by the Roxy, N. Y., indi- 
vidually of a 15% outright increase 
to stagehands on the q.t., without 
any other New York houses going 
along on such a boost, in no way 


affected the election strength of 
James Brennan, who, in Sunday's 
(9) election, was retained in the 


presidency of the union. He and 
his entire ticket won by a big ma- 
jority, polling 764 votes against Sam 
Goldfarb, opposition, which received 
462. 

When the Roxy voluntarily handed 
stagehands a 15% increase two weeks 


ago, it was feared that the move had | 


some political significance and might 
be the means of putting Brennan and 
his present administration in the 
New York local (No. 1) in an odd 
spot since the local recently turned 
down a blanket offer of managers 
for restoration of cuts through in- 
creases in three installments. This 
offer was for a 15% increase for 
circuit houses and an 18%) increase 
for de luxe theatres, one-third to be 
granted now, one-third this coming 
Labor Day and the remaining one- 
third in September, 1938. 

Offer was accepted by the Brook- 
lyn local (No. 4), where stagehand 
were paid retroactively to May 1, 


features | at last, in ‘Night Must Fall,’ he dearly wants to reform by killing people 





Going Places 
By Cecelia Ager 


Miss Tough Writes a Rave 

‘Make Way For Tomorrow’ is a fortunate picture. For it’s got something 
to say, unhampered by star names or fat production budget, it can speak 
its mind. But better yet, it knows how to speak its mind. 
subject deeply, it presents it with dignity and compassion; taste and in- 
telligence guide it in a straight line. Though its theme is rife with detours 
beckoning to sure-fire maudlin orgies, uncompromisingly it holds to sin- 
cerity. It has confidence and conviction that what it has to say is big 
enough and important enough to carry unadorned; its courage uplifts the 
whole business of pictures. 

That they were doing something they could believe in has 
everyone engaged in ‘Make Way For Tomorrow.’ The script, the dialog, 
the direction, the acting, ring with truth, with sensitive observation, re- 
verberate with understanding. No matter how cruel the immediate deed, 
there is a background of understanding to explain it. Neither virtue nor 
evil is absolute here. As the characters take shape, the good ones are 
made genuine with faults; the bad ones, with kindnesses. As in life, no 
one is free to express the best that’s in him. As in the stratum of life 
that ‘Make Way For Tomorrow’ considers, the devil is economic pressure 

Nor, in telling its universal story, does ‘Make Way For Tomorrow’ 
traffic with the currently popular mood of understatement—which is as 
much theatrical trickery as the now despised melodramatics—it uses, sim- 
ply, honest statement. Its actors, particularly Beulah Bondi, Fay Bainter, 
Elizabeth Risdon, are fine enough not to have to underplay. The comedy 
springs from natural sources, so Victor Moore does not have to deal in 
comic mannerisms. 

Or in other words, ‘Make Way For Tomorrow’ is a great moving pic- 
ture. Hearing about its subject matter, unhappily, conjures up expecta- 
tions of an unbearable tear-jerker; it will have to fight audience re- 
luctance, based on harrowing past experience, to submit itself to the kind 
of stuff that ‘Make Way for Tomorrow,’ hallelujah, turns out not to be. 





in spired 


Bobby-Boy, the Cute Assassin 
So remorselessly does Robert Montgomery's past cling to him that when 


dead, they all laugh. They all laugh at Bobby-boy’s pretending not to be 
a darling, they all laugh though he’s giving them the performance of his 
life. He twitches and trembles, and they laugh; he chills and freezes, and 
still they snicker. It is a ghastly thing, but not the way he meant it; 
they’ve indulged him in too many charming drunks with the same meas- 
uring, glassy stares, to shudder at him now. 

They like him, they want to play along with him playing bogey-man, 
but what can they do—they like him. They can’t suddenly hate him, 
they’ve liked him too long. After all, they're not actors like him, they’re 
audience. They want to help, of course they do, but they can’t make the 
quick changes he can. Just when he’s succeeded in working them up to 
terror, along comes the lightning flash of memory, reduces it all to the 
good old funning 

Perhaps if he hadn’t chosen as the means of his finding a new and bet- 
ter life, such a phoney psychological study as ‘Night Must Fall’—stretched 
out in feature picture length to the limit of its transparency—Montgomery 
might have found the going easier. But its once taut theatricalism, when 
examined in magnified slow motion by the camera, is disclosed as slap- 
dash reasoning tied together loosely with dangling paper ribbons. All 
right, Montgomery’s mad—but there’s no method in his madness. 

Miss Rosalind Russell is fascinated by him, then repelled, but there’s 
monotony in her mutations; one never overtakes the other; she always 
comes back to scratch. Dame May Whitty, Merle Tottenham, Kathleen 
Harrison, are fine—but they at least aren’t ‘deep,’ they've escaped the 
author’s untutored preoccupafion with case histories, luckily they have to 


| take care of themselves. 


Pop Corn as Erotic Symbol 
‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ is a ‘different’ kind of hospital picture. It 


gets the hell out of the hospital the minute it’s taken care of the word 
‘internes’ in the title. Performs its operations anywhere else but. Dise- 


dains, too, the good old ether bag wheezing the fear of death into the audi- 
ence and instead makes them look away by using bar gadgets for surgical 
instruments, lime-squeezers for forceps. 

Sets rise from solid foundations, their dressing instantly explains them. 
Mighty photography makes Titans of the doctors by gazing up at them, 
creates pathos for the little orphan girls by peering, from great heights, 
down at them. Lighting couldn’t be more serious and respectful if it were 
illuminating ‘The Eternal Road.’ Director, if he doesn’t mind being called 
a technician, gets his actors to behave like people, shines them up with 
interesting idiosyncracies, keeps them nimbly on the move. All in all, 
the production experts dish up ‘Internes Can't Take Money’ so fancy, they 
very nearly disguise the fact that the fundamental ingredients they've got 
to work with are only stale left-overs. 

Not that the writers didn’t try. They even evolved some symbolism, for 
the villain, Stanley Ridges, explains to Barbara Stanwyck that yielding 
to him is like acquiring a taste for pop-corn, and so every crisis in the 
picture is marked with pop-corn, whereas hope is represented by hot dogs, 
which the hero, Joel McCrea, happens to like. Miss Stanwyck takes her 
customary quota of buffetings-by-fate more quietly than usual, though no 
less intensely; Mr. McCrea is tried and true; Mr. Ridges’ importunities give 
off a nice blend of menace and insidious fascination; and Lloyd Nolan adds 
depth to his essential hardness with occasional bewilderment and finely 
executed snarls. 
but N. Y. turned it down. Then the 
Roxy gave its stage employees a 
straight 15% boost. 


Springer Quitting N.Y. 


Feeling itg ° 





In union circles, while this action 
may have been somewhat embar- 
rassing to No. 1, it is believed that 
the“Roxy handed out the increase as 
a means of embarrassing other thea- 
tres, notably the Music Hall. Roxy 
and Music Hall have been particu- 
larly jealous of each other this sea- 
son. Roxy has been going strong on 
20th-Fox pictures which it was in 
a position to obtain after 20th and 
the Music Hall couldn't get together 
on a deal. 

New trustee, Frank Cosgrove, was 
elected to the board of trustees of 
No. 1 at the Sunday election, to fill 
a vacancy. He was not from the 
opposition Goldfarb ticket, however. 
Otherwise, it was a citan sweep for 
Brennan. 


53 in MG Dragnet 


| 

j 

| 

Hollywood, May 11. | 
Metro casting office rounded up| 
53 bit players for ‘You'll Be Married | 
By Noon’ last week. } 





Sam Zimbalist is producing, with | 
Robert Young and Florence Rice in! 
top spots and Fdwin Merin direct- 
ing | 


Chain; Cocalis on Own 


Control of the Springer-Cocalis 
circuit, largest indie chain operating 
in Manhattan and the Bronx, will 
pass to Cocalis interests in the next 
few days. John W. Springer is sell- 
ing his share in the enterprise and 
retiring from the business after more 
than 15 years of active participation, 

Bulk of the prize theatres in cir- 
cuit are situated on upper Broadway, 
starting in the 90's, and in adjacent 
territory. S. D. Cocalis will be the 
principal officer in the new opera- 
tion 


AGENT SUIT SETTLED 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Commission suit against Grace 
Bradley was settled out of court by 
Al Rosen, plaintiff. 
Agent had been asking an $18,C00 
slice of the girl's earnings. 


Humberstone’s Incendiarism 
Hollywood, May 11. 
Darryl Zanuck has handed Lucky 
Humberstone the directorial assigne 
ment on ‘The Chicago Fire’ blaze see 
quences, budgeted at around $500,000, 
Humberstone directed everal 
Charlie Chans 
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_ THE BIG MONEY SMASH OF THE YEAR 
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These Circuits Axe Playing t— 
RKO*WARNER*FABIAN*M&PeSCHINE / 
MALCO*COMERFORDePARAMOUNT- 
PUBLIX « WOMETCO « SKOURAS 
\ SAENGER © FOX WEST 
COAST « FOX MIDWEST 
FOX ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
WESTLANDeWILMER & 
VINCENTeHARRIS 
AMUSEMENT 
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Lilli Palmer® Antoinette 
Cellier * Barry Mackay 
From the story by 
ALAN SULLIVAN 
Directed by 
MILTON ROSMER 
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| SEC Tears Into Par 








(Continued from page 3) 





Loeb), and the management. Report 
concluded that the principal issue 
was domination of company affairs 
jn order to clean up financially, 
rather than to eliminate abuses. 

‘It is clear that the original pro- 
gram which Mr. Fortington stressed 
concerning management of the com- 
pany was not executed,’ the S.E.C. 
told Congress. ‘And it is clear that 


the ultimate arrangements concern- | 


ing management of the company and 
underwriting of the securities were 
profitable to the group and were 
probably not inherently necessary to 
protection of its financial stake in 
Paramount. 

Had te Compromise 

‘On the other hand, the Fortington 
group probably had to compromise 
and make deals in light of the prac- 
tical situation and the pressures of 
various interests. Furthermore, it 
never undertook to represent secur- 
ity holders generally; it never so- 
licited their support. It acted only 
for itself. It cannot, therefore, be 
charged with faithless stewardship. 

‘From the point of view, however, 
of the effect of its action upon se- 
curity holders generally, serious 
question can be raised. It appears 
that the ultimate spoils of reorgani- 
zation—control of the new company 
—were divided among the Forting- 
ton group, the bank creditors, and 
the Vanderlip committee. Provision 
was made for the continuation of 
memberships on the board of direc- 
tors for one, two and three years. 
In additics, it is subject to serious 
question whether this change in con- 
trol was more than a mere substi- 
tution of another set of investment 
bankers for Kuhn-Loeb—a change in 
dramatis personae, rather than a 
new scheme for management. 

‘The inference is strong through- 
out that, for various reasons, the 
members of the group were inter- 
ested in control of the new company: 
control for purposes of profitable 
business arrangements; control in 
the form of directorships; control 
for the purposes of investment bank- 
ing and other connections. 

‘Good Illustration’ 

‘Certainly, then, the group ad- 
vanced its own interests exceedingly 
well, The history of this group il- 
lustrates how those who enter the 
reorganization in the independent 
advocacy of the interests of the real 








spent 
plan. 

3. Some effort was made to end 
preferential treatment for bankers, 
but the Fortingtonites did little be- 
yond taking the position reflected in 
its original memorandum of pur- 
poses. 

4. Promise to oust inefficient ex- 
ecutives and give investors a louder 
voice was not carried out. Commish 
emphasized that bankers continued 
to have heavy representation on the 
board. 


under the stock repurchase 


However 

Despite shortcomings, the Forting- 
ton faction had ‘remarkable success’ 
in steering clear of insiders, the 
commish declared. Group organized 
without instigation of the manage- 
ment and interested financiers, the 
report said, and did afford some rep- 
resentation to bona fide investors 
and groups with respectable claims. 
Motives behind the group’s activities 
were not, however, entirely praise- 
worthy, according to the S. E. C. 

Endeavors of the old management 
and original bankers to stick in the 
saddle drew commish rebukes, with 
the report bitterly assailing the va- 
rious protective committees which 
were set up by insiders. Particular 
fire was directed at the stockholder 
group, which was termed ‘a joint 
banker-management product.’ Com- 
mish said freedom and aggressive- 
ness of these blocs was curtailed be- 
cause of the auspices under which 
they functioned and the identity of 
members. These forces were ‘about 
to consummate a plan of reorgani- 
zation of their own liking’ when the 
Fortingtonites entered the picture, 
the report observed. 

Treasury raids by counsel for va- 
rious factions, which were arraigned 
by Judge Coxe, who pruned claims 
drastically, were hit again, but the 
trustees were praised for their vig- 
orous efforts to preserve the estate. 
Report called attention to deposit 
fees of $148,349 pocketed by agencies 
designated by protective committees, 
huge bills submitted by lawyers for 
warring groups, and allowances to 
receivers and _ trustees. Commish 
found that the Hilles-Leake-Richard- 
son trio ‘acted with vigor and in- 
dependence, recalling mismanage- 
ment suits and thorough-going in- 
vestigation of claims. 

Many of the recommendations for 
law changes were an outgrowth of 
discussions of Par activities. Chief 


owners can readily take unto them- | suggestions were to strengthen pro- 


selves the spoils of victory. 


In this | tection for the real security holders 


case the spoils were a share in the | and their representatives, while de- 
| nying bankers and former manage- 


control of the company.’ 

Criticism of the Fortington group, 
mollified by the concession that some 
reforms .were effected, was based 
principally on the tie-up with Atlas 
and Lehman Bros. Tracing at length 
the formation of the bloc and its 
subsequent activities, S. E. C. ob- 
served that one of the chief accom- 
plishments was monopolization of 
underwriting business for the suc- 
cessor corp., distribution of favors 
in the shape of securities and profits 
and continuance of the banker influ- 
ence, which the group originally at- 
tempted to eradicate. 

Remarking about the use of ‘busi- 
hess patronage,’ the commish pointed 
out that the Fortington group aban- 
doned much of its original platform 
when the bankers were given 
chances to clean up. Although Atlas 
did the new Par underwriting cheap- 
ly, there is grave doubt about the 
Propriety and ethics of some phases 
of the financial operations, the re- 
Port said. Government group par- 
ticularly raised its eyebrows at plac- 
ing of several bankers on the board 
and cutting the houses of these di- 
rectors in on refinancing profits. 

‘Detour’ 

Charge that the Fortington group 
detoured from its initial goal was 
one of the chief complaints. Com- 
mish noted that the leader of the 
bloc set out several concise objec- 
tives in rallying support and then 
Pointed out how much and how little 
had been accomplished toward car- 
Tying out these principles. In this 
Connection, report remarked that: 

1. Outsiders made no concerted 
effort to minimize reorganization 
Costs, besides holding down under- 
writing fees, opposing fee applica- 
tions of committee attorneys and not 
asking for compensation for its 
members, 

2. No investigations or suits were 
Started to recover money illegally 


—_ 


RUCE M. DENHAM 


Please communicate with me 
at once with reference to Johnny 
Eppert accident August, 1936, 
mportant. Pinkney Grissom, 
1801 Republic Bank Bldg., Dallas, 
Texas, 
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ment any opportunity to dictate re- 
organization methods. Commish ad- 
vocated granting broader powers to 
Federal courts, insistence upon dis- 
interested trustees, more comprehen- 
sive study of reorganization plans, 
limitation of expenses and fees, full- 
er publicity and prevention of col- 
lusion. 


History 


The Fortington group, in those 
transitional days of Paramount’s re- 
organization, included H. A. Forting- 
ton, representative here of several 
British insurance firms, Atlas Corp., 
Lehman Bros. and Lazard Freres 
(Frank Altschul). Atlas-Lehman 
end included Floyd Odlum and John 
Hertz. 

At the time, the Fortington ele- 
ments were reputed to control 
around $4,500,000 to $5,000,000 in Par 
securities, outside of what the Atlas- 
Lehman-Lazard end held. 

Fortington group was opposition to 
the Kuhn, Loeb-Frank Vanderlip (de- 
benture holders committee) group. 
Break in the situation came when 
the William Greve (Allied Owners) 
and Erpi (John Otterson) creditors’ 
committee lined up with the Fort- 
ington group. Otierson became pres- 
ident of Paramount and Fortington 
chairman of the executive commit- 
tee. 

From the start Fortington became 
opposition to Otterson, Britisher 
never feeling that Otterson was the 
qualified individual to be Par’s 
prexy. An internal situation arose 
which was climaxed eventually by 
others of the Par board joining Fort- 
ington’s viewpoints. Par was in the 
red at that time. 

Sparks which sprung from that 
situation ignited a stronger feud 
later. 

In the meantime, Joseph P. Ken- 


nedy, former SEC head and now 
chairman of the U. S. Maritime 
Commission, was invited by the 


board to make an inquiry with rec- 
ommendation. 

Kennedy made his survey, handed 
his findings to the company’s board 
and severed all connection with the 
situation. 

Adolph Zukor, who was chairman 
under Otterson and president of the 








Goldwyn Tags Truex 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Samuel Goldwyn has signed 
Ernest Truex, stage actor, to a term 
contract. 
Truex reports June 1 
tured role in 
Marco Polo.’ 


ASK FORECLOSURE ON 
PARAMOUNT, OMAHA 


Omaha, May 11. 
Omaha National Bank filed a 
in district court Friday (7) in an at- 
tempt to foreclose the mortgage on 
the Paramount theatre. Suit was 
filed against A. H. Blank Theatre Co. 
(Tri-States) of Nebraska, claiming 
the company to be insolvent and un- 
able to meet its obligations as they 
mature. Bank is asking that a re- 
ceiver be appointed. 
Paramount is the town’s 
largest de luxe house (2.765 
and was built in 1927 as a Publix 
house. First several years, as the 
Riviera, were successful on a combo 
policy. Since 1933 straight pictures 
have failed to keep it open 
than a few months at a time 
Uptown location and rental figure 
set in boom times are given as chief 
reasons. 


for a fea- 
‘The Adventures of 





second 
seats) 


more 


So. Calif Exhibs Wail 
Over Upped Cost of Pix 


Hollywood, May 
Southern California indie 
are rebelling against the 
rentals and percentages asked by 
major distributors on new season 
product. There are threats of a film 
buying strike as a measure against 
the chief squawk, parting with 30- 
40% on percentage runs 
Twentieth-Fox is asking on 
seven or eight films and a stiff bite 
is expected from other majors. Dis- 
tribs claim that increased produc- 
tion costs are responsible for the up- 
ping, while exhibs state they can- 
not elevate admish in face of pres- 
ent economic conditions 


11. 
exhibs 
increased 


35% 


MPLS. LAYING OFF 


Divorcement or Other Show Biz Bills 
Not to Be Considered—Yet 
Minneapolis, May 11! 

When the state legislature meets 
May 24 in special session there will 
be no attempt to pass the theatre 
divorcement bill or any other legis- 
lation affecting the theatre industry, 
it has been decided by the forces 
behind the various measures which 
failed to go through at the regular 
session. Latter includes an anti-zon- 
ing bill which would compel ex- 
changes to release pictures simul- 
taneously to all theatres charging 
the same admission. 

W. A. Steffes, in charge of the 
national Allied States campaign to 
force producers and _ distributors 
to divorce themselves from theatre 
ownership and operation, has decid- 
ed to defer further efforts until the 
1939 session. In the meanwhile, 
however, he says, the fight will be 
carried to all legislative districts 
and the groundwork built for a suc- 
cessful climax two years hence. 


Neb. Retrial Asked 


Lincoln, May 11. 
Fox Beatrice Theatre Corp. has 





asked for a new trial in the case 
which the Gage County District 
Court held that bank night was 


illegal in Nebraska, 

Court must rule on the motion for 
a new trial before the corporation 
can appeal to the Nebraska Supreme 
Court from the decision, 








firm for many years, continues as 
chairman and chief of the firm’s pro- 
duction activities. 

Frank Altschul, of Lazard Freres, 
retired from the situation even be- 
fore the actual reorganization took 
place. 

When Otterson left, Barney 
ban became president. 

New faces were put on the Board. 
These included E. V. Richards, Neil 
Agnew and Y, Frank Freeman, be- 
sides a few downtown lads such as 
Harvey Gibson, of the Manufactur- 
ers Trust, and Stanton Griffis, of 
Hemphill, Noyes. 

Floyd Odlum, Atlas chieftain, left 
the Par board when his firm became 
heavily interested in RKO. Forting- 
ton resigned as chairman of the ex- 
ecutive committee but remains on 
the board. Griffis {s chairman of 
the executive committee, 


Bala- 


suit | 








All Together, Boys 


One of the most outstanding 
victories scored by picture and 
other show business interests 
during the legislative season 
now coming to a close occurred 
in Iowa, where a total of 23 
bills, all adverse to show busi- 
ness, were killed with the close 
of the session last week. 

In that state every element of 
show business stood shoulder 
to shoulder against the unfav- 
orable measures introduced at 


this winter’s session, something 


unusual in the industry. Much 
of the credit for the defense 
put up and the unity main- 
tained goes to Myron Blank, 
son of A. H. Blank, circuit op- 
erator, who held the forces to- 


gether and helped direct the 


legislative drive. 











Col’s Non-Theatrical 
Servicing in Penna. 


Draws Ire of MPTOA 


Philadelphia, May 11 

Continued servicing of non-the- 
atrical accounts by Columbia’s Philly 
exchange led to an indignation meet- 
ing Friday (7) of the board of man- 
agers of United Motion Picture The- 
atre Owners. Committee of three 
was named to call on Harry. Weiner, 


branch manager. They are Lewen 
Pizor. Abe Sablosky and Charles 
Segall. 


Weiner told the committee he has 
‘nothing to do with it here. It must 
be taken up with the home office.’ 
Fearing a spread of such situations, 
committee was authorized to call on 
Abe Montague at the h.o. today 
(Tues.). Board will reconvene to 
hear findings within two weeks and 
a boycott of Columbia is threatened 
if satisfaction is not reached. 

Particular thing complained of is 
servicing of a church three times 
weekly in Bridgeport, Pa., in opposi- 
tion to Mike Egnal’s Broadway the- 
atre there. 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Dr. Eugene Frenke has assigned 
John Reinhardt and Leonard Levin- 
son to script an original for his wife, 
Anna Sten. 
Grand National will distribute. 
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BUYING COMBO 
FOR INDIES UP 
AGAIN IN CHI 


VARIETY 





Chicago, May Il, 

Plans are under way once more 
for the establishment of a film buy- 
ing circuit by the local Allied inde- 
pendent theatres. For three years 
Allied locally has laid low on the 
question of a buying combine, ever 
since the exchanges here licked the 
previous buying group by refusing to 
sell product to anyone not interested 
financially in the theatres concerned. 

There was a half-hearted proposal 
made last season to get the Allied 
buying group started once again, and 
to circumvent the ‘financial interest” 
clause by giving the buying group 
one or two shares in each theatre as 
payment for the buying and booking 
work instead of the regular weekly 
or monthly fee. However, the ex- 
changes served general notice at that 
time that they wouldn't sell to a 
buying group under the one-share 
clause, on the basis that this was 
only a trick to get around the dis- 
tributor nix. 

This year, however, the indie thea- 
tres are more determined than ever 
to go through with their buying 
hopes, since, with double features 
now standard throughout the city, 
the theatres feel they are on the 
short end of the breaks in any ne- 
gotiations for product. 

Exhibs are yelping that the ex- 
changes, in getting together to refuse 
to sell the group are guilty of 
conspiracy. On their side, however, 
the distributors insist that it’s the 
buying group which is the combine, 


if any. 
. e 
Still an Indie 
Los Angeles, May 11. 

Jack Y. Berman, prez of the local 
indie theatre operators, entered the 
primaries in a race for city council- 
man. Nine others stampeded in be- 
hind Berman. 

Berman and Howard FE. Dorsey, 
an engineer, came through to the 
finals. Berman looked elected, but 
forgot to count the balcony and Dore 
sey won 12,636 to 10,651. 
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CAPITOL #4 


“CALL IT A DAY” 
Olivia DeHAVILAND, tan HUNTER, 
Anita LOUISE & big Warner Bros, cast 


THURSDAY 
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“THEY GAVE HIM A GUN” 








“For Every Movie-goer”’—Americas 


The PRINCE *- PAUPER’ 
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with Errol FLYNN and the MAUCH Twins 
Broadway and 47th Street—Midnight Shows, 
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M-G-M’s Newest Triumph 


“Captains Courageous” 


Freddie BARTHOLOMEW—Spencer TRACY 
Lionel] BARRYMORE — Melvyn DOUGLAS 


ASTOR Twice Daily, 2:45, 8:45. 
Mid. Show: Sat., Sun 
B’way at 45th St. 3%. 6, 8:45. Mats, Sie to $1 
All Seats Reserved Eves. Sic to $2; Sat 
Mats., Sat, Mid., Sun., 


6 ak. ome wo 0.00 (eh Sesh. 
PARAMOUNTSscciis | 
HELD OVEK 

BARBARA In Person 


STANWYCK | XavierCUGAT 


JoeIMcCREA | mary smatcL 
“Internes Can't DIXIELAND 
Take Money” | JAZZ BAND 























Tth Av. & bth Bt. “TALK OF 


RQ X Y| THE DEVIL” 


On the Stage: 
ALL 25° To LUCILLE 
SEATS 1 P.M. 


MANNERS 





“CAFE 
METROPOLE” 


Loretta Young, Tyrone Power 
Adolphe Menjou 


UNITED RIV oO L 


B'WAY at 
ARTISTS 


49th St. 














4 Sah, RT PRS Ue 
oe ase 
ag aac SOOT 


SPASM ye Be tes ee 


tena OARS 


Hi 
it 
rt 
qt! 
ei 
eI 





SEROoGEE SP -enaepmneptes 
ESM Gp Ri it SE ae Se ne fee 


Tay 4m 


RLEMOD ie CE 
estan. 


rarwhe cm 


eee 





hou, 


28 VARIETY 








PICTURES 














EXPLOITATION + ers w. sont 





Improved Baby Contest | 


Almost any baby contest is a win- | 
ner for a picture theatre, but M. &| 
P. Theatres, the Paramount, New | 
England chain, has developed a| 
slightly different style contest that | 
milks the last drop of publicity. | 
These contests have lately been held | 
in a majority of the houses and have 
proven uniformly successful. Prac- | 
tically all were in cooperation with 
the local paper, and all of the papers 
are set for an encore next year. 

The first step is to procure the | 
newspaper co-op, the paper donat- 
ing space for preliminary announce- 
ments and sharing the credit with | 
the house. This done, registration | 
blanks are printed in the paper, to | 
be filled in by parents. Meantime a 
deal has been effected with a local 
photographer to make the prints, 
giving one to the parent and one to 
the house on each baby brought to 
the gallery. In the recent contests 
about 20 percent of the parents 
ordered additional prints, which is 
where the protographer gets his 
profit. 

All photographs are mounted for 
display in lobby frames, and a ballot 
box is provided. The newspaper runs 
a ballot each day, good for 10 votes, 
while the house issues a ballot with 
the number of votes proportioned to 
the admission price. This is generally 
on the basis of one vote for each 
penny of the admission price. 

Meantime the local merchants | 
have been contracted for co-op 
pages, and in these pages each ad- 
vertisement carries a number of 
votes proportioned to the space 
taken. All is set for the preliminary 
ballotisg. 

Experience shows that from 200 to 
300 or more babies are apt to be en- 
tered. For the finals as many babies 
are selected as there are advertisers. 
If there are 40 in the co-op section, 
the 40 babies receiving the greatest 
number of votes are declared for the 
finals. Each is numbered and these 
numbers are drawn by the co- 
operating merchants. Thereafter that 
particular baby becomes the store 
entry, a cut of the youngster is car- 
ried jn all merchant ads, and the 
clipped ad of that merchant is good 
for a certain number of votes for 
that sponsored baby. 


In some sections additional votes 
may be had for purchases, these 
votes, unlike those in the ads, being 
good for any child in the contest. 
Some of the more expensive articles, 
such as radios and phonographs, may 
carry as many as 25,000 votes. 


Balloting on the finals runs for 
four weeks, with prizes awarded 
those in the top flight. It all sounds 
a trifle involved, but it works out 
simply, and there is plenty in it for 
the theatre, the paper and the store- 
keepers. 


| 








P. A. Adds Voice 


New Haven. 

Max Abramson, U. A. advance 
man on ‘A Star Is Born,’ arranged 
and participated in a radio tie-in 
which seems to be the last word in 
sustained gratis plugging for a pic- 
ture. A week before the picture 
opened at Loew’s Poli, Abramson 
grabbed a special ‘Search for Talent’ 
Contest tie-in with Station WELI. 
Abramson personally spoke over the 
air nightly. He not only plugged 
the picture and talked about Holly- 
wood, after being introduced by 
the station’s regular announcer, 
Golly, but he also remained at the 
station until nine o'clock, following 
the broadcast, and interviewed con- 
testants. 


| One space punched each visit and 


| local merchants pay for the metal 
| badges in return for ad space in the 


| the printer in return for the back 


Three Gags 

Ed Siegal, of the Jerome, Bronx, 
has been getting the kids with a 
Safety Club, designed to urge the 
sids not to get run over. Each kid 
gets a badge numbered, and a book- 
let. Latter is a stiff card four-page 
folder. At the bottom is the word 
‘consolidated’ with each letter boxed. 


good for a free admission when the 
ten spots are cancelled. Twelve 
booklet, and the latter is supplied by 
page. Parents approve and the 


police send officers each week to 
talk on safety. Asa side issue, pres- 





ence of the officers permits Siegal 
to run in child actors on the stage. 

Another good stunt is presentation 
of baseball pennants to all kids who 
pass the door the first hour at the 
Saturday mats. There are 16 to the | 
set, representing the two major 
leagues, and their use has more than 
tripled the early house, which gets 
the kids out before the grownups 
happen along. Pennants are felt, 
but apparently inexpensive. 

Putting on a new serial recently 
a poll was taken from the adults. 
Small sheet carried voting spaces to 
indicate whether or not the balloter 
wanted the serial on at the night | 
shows Friday and Saturday. Idew 
was to persuade the older folks that 
the serial was not just juvenile fod- | 
der. Siegal is plugging with about | 





| recently 


Ask Banko Rehearing 
In Ii. Supreme Court 


Chicago, May 11. 

Bank night, though ruled out as 
illegal by the State Supreme court 
several months ago, refuses to lie 
down and die. Notice has been filed 
by the Iris Amusement Co., operat- 
ing the Iris theatre here, that it will 
seek a rehearing before the State 
Supreme Court. 

Court clipped the bank night as 
a lottery in its decision. 


Wild Life in Brief 
Hollywood, May 11. 

Series of one, two and three reel 
novelty shorts will be produced by 
Wild Life Productions, Inc., being 
organized by Mervyn Freeman, who 
resigned from Universal 
Newsreel after being its coast man- 
ager for nine years. 

Initial production, titled ‘Friendly 
Enemies,’ will be started soon. Free- 
man and associates are negotiating 


for studio space. No release for the 
shorts has yet been arranged. 














‘Scandals’ Infringement 
Suit Aired by Court 


Infringement action brought by F. 
Fay Kaplan against Fox Film Corp. 


200 one-sheets posted through the |for using front page design of the 


section and is getting a favorable 
b, o. reaction. 





Theatre Changes 








Denver. 

Lloyd Kirby new manager at the 
Alpine. 

Kenneth Mead, from _ assistant 
manager of the Main, Pueblo, Colo., 
to manage Mission, Grand Junction, 
Colo., succeeding Irwin Manning, 
who goes to the assistantship at the 
Avalon, Grand Junction: and Lyle 
McCue, new assistant at the Main in 
Pueblo. 





Lincoln, Neb. 

Wally Johnson, Friend, Neb., ex- 
hib., took over Fillmore, Exeter, 
Neb., from W. O. Sherwood. 

Taking over Cass, Plattsmouth, 
Neb., from N. F. Westerlund, Ralph 
Blank added 14th house to Central 
States Theatres, Inc. 





Canton. 
Harry and Jack Steinberg, who 
operate the Harbor, Ashtabula Har- 
bor, have taken over the Home, dark 
for five years. 





Salt Lake City. 
Harry David, g.m., Intermountain 
Theatres, Inc., moved Holden Swiger 
in as manager of Paramount, re- 
placing Earl McClurg. Henry S. Un- 
gerleider named theatre statistician, 
coming from Paramount in New 
York. Harold Chesler becomes as- 
sistant to Bill Borack, company 
booker and buyer, and Wallace Run- 
swick, former usher, upped to man- 

age service in five David houses. 





Memphis. 
Old Rio Opera House, Van Buren, 
Ark., scene of many of Radio Bob 
Burns’ tales, has been leased by M. A. 





Lightman. Will be renamed for 
Burns. 

Charlotte, N. C. 
Frank D. Fowler, Broadway, 


Reidsville, will take over New Prin- 





Finalists appeared in a broadcast 
audition the night before the picture 
opened. The following night a 
radio transcription was broadcast 
so that listeners could compare the 
players with the amateurs. Out- 
standing stunt. Great business at 
the box office. 





Spreading 


Wichita. 

One of first known ‘Candid Camera 
Nights’ in theatre in middle west 
was held at fifteenth anniversary 
show of Miller Theatre Monday 
night. First few rows of seats were 
roped off in order that camera own- 
ers could shoot stage show offerings 
brought here especially for anniver- 
sary celebration. 

By coincidence, news reel on bill 
showed candid fans in action in a 
night club. 





Second Run Best 


Greenville, S. C. 
Fred Curdts, Ritz, by laying it on 
thick in papers and posters took sec- 
cond run McCrea-Stanwyck pic, 
‘Banjo On My Knee’ and broke 
Greenville pix history. Pic which 
proved no great shakes here as first- 
runner dragged in 18,000 cash cus- 
tomers at Curdts’ house which is an 

all time high for this tank town, 
Curdts played up the mammy-belt- 
you-all angle of the pic, and house 
which runs each film only two days 


found it necessary to hold ‘Banjo’ 


over five times. 


cess, Mocksville. 

New theatre opened at Wadesboro 
by Mr. and Mrs. L. L. Drake. 

Sam Suggs named manager of 
Carolina, Columbia, to succeed 
Francis Falkenburg, who replaces 
him at Birmingham, Ala. 





Cleveland. 

Walter Brandt from Toledo to 
Warner’s exchange here as city 
salesman. Edward Catlin succeeding 
him in Toledo. Judd Spiegle, form- 
erly in Paramount, Pittsburgh, tak- 
ing Catlin’s place. James Mooney 
staying on as Warner’s exchange of- 
fice manager here, despite rumors of 
resignation. 





Omaha, Neb. 

Don Nelson, booker for Republic 
at Omaha, to Des Moines to Mono- 
gram. Leo Riley replaces. 

Joe Rosenberg, olumbia §sales- 
man, to Republic. Columbia job 
taken over by J. Armms, ex United 
Artists, Cincinnati. 

RKO salseman Elmer Hunhke is 
under doctor’s care. Car ‘urned 
over last week. Second time within 
a year. 





Rochester, N. Y. 

In Schine shakeup City Manager 
Howard M. Carroll takes charge of 
the Riviera with Eddie May trans- 
ferred to the Lake. Manager Hiram 
Gordon shifted from Lake to Olym- 
pic, Watertown. John Christiano 
moves from State to asst. mgr. of 
Riviera, Clayton Cornell from Cameo 
to State. and Max Rubin from Rivi- 
era to Cameo. 








Theatre Magazine: in a sequence of 
George White's ‘1935, Scandals’ was 
dismissed Thursday (6) by N. Y. 
Federal Judge Patterson. 

Miss Kaplan, assignee of the maga- 
zine, sued for an injunction to re- 
strain showing of the film and an 
accounting. 





Coast Indie Spanisher 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Antonio Moreno has been set for 
‘El Camino de Hollywood,’ initial 
release of Cantabria Films, Spanish 
language production. Jaime del Amo 
heads the firm. 

Rosita Diaz has the femme lead 
and Ramon Romero directs. 





KANTNER’S MG EXIT 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Ernest Van Pelt has transferred 
from Metro’s Culver City publicity 
department, where he has labored 
seven years, to San Francisco, where 
he replaces Oscar Kantner as ex- 
ploiter. 

Kantner has left the fold. 





Geo. Schaefer to Coast 
George Schaefer, v.p. in charge 
of distribution for United Artists, 
leaves for the Coast, tomorrow 
(Thursday ). 
Going on general company busi- 
ness. 





Philly Feotage Tax 
Philadelphia, May 11. 

Footage tax to be paid by exhibs 
on film is among new levies pro- 
posed to the city council by Mayor 
S. Davis Wilson. Exactly how much 
the treasury would cut in for hasn’t 
been definitely announced, but ex- 
hibs are up in arms, declaring it 
will tax them out of biz. 

Many have threatened to shut 
entirely, although few observers are 
taking such protestations seriously. 
Levy would replace the present $100 
license fee. 


CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Paramount resigned  Franciska 
Gaal to one year contract. 

Peter Milne, Warner writer, has 
been renewed for another year. 

Columbia took up George McKay’s 
acting contract fer a year. 

Monogram signed Addison Randall 
for series of musical westerns. 

Grand National tagged Betty Laid- 
law and Robert Lively as a writing 
team to turn out four scripts a year. 

Art Arthur ticketed for year to 
20th-Fox writing staff. 

Maurice Conn signed Leslie Good- 
wins to direct three pix. 

20th-Fox lifted option on Boris 
Ingster, writer. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Screen rights to ‘Kidnapped,’ by 
R. L. Stevenson, purchased by 20th- 
Fox. 

Universal bought ‘Let’s Be Candid,’ 
original by Laurence Pohle and 
Thomas Ahearn. 

B. F. Zeidman has purchased ‘Love 
Runs into Money,’ original by Erwin 
S. Gelsey, for next season’s Grand 
National program. 

Radio bought ‘Highway to Hell,’ 
original by Helen Vreeland and 
Hilda Vincent. 

‘This Wornan Is Dangerous,’ by 
Donn Byrne, has been purchased by 











Warners. 
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Film Reviews 





2312 HOURS LEAVE 


(Continued from page 13) 
Hopalong Cassidy series and a fair 
shake in ‘Plainsman,’ is teamed with 
Terry Walker, a comparative new- 
comer. Ellison, with a trench clip 
and soldier uniform, makes a hand- 
some lad—a soldier who'll bet his 
comrades’ shirts on anything he 
never loses. Terry is the general’s 
daughter who runs a free taxi for 
the boys incog, which is something 
a bit different in army life. 

Paul Harvey is the general, and a 
general target for all the tomato 
throwine and shying horses in the 
outfit. He’s handled almost as rough- 
ly as a keystone copper and a lot of 
the laughs go his way. Arthur Lake 
funs around, also in uniform, and 
still looks as young as ever. Andy 
Andrews, former band singer, is 
wasted as to pipes in the group sing- 
ing. She used to be with Jimmy 
Joy. 

Sammy Stept and Ted Koehler 
penned the tunes—four of them. 
‘Goodnight, My Lucky Day’ is the 
best. Others are ‘It Must Be Love,’ 
‘Now. You're Talking My Language,’ 
and ‘We Happen to Be in the Army.’ 
Three of them feature Ellison, who 
is no singer but faces it like a man. 

Film is apt to do better than fair 
business in almost every spot ayd in 
some bookings will be found strong. 
Will do more than its share to 
strengthen a dual bill. Barn. 


SANTA FE BOUND 


Reliable release of Bernard B. Ray pro- 
duction, Stars Tom Tyler. Features Jeanne 
Martel, Richard Kramer, Charles Whit- 
taker. Directed by Henri Samuels. Screen 
play, Rose Gordon; camera, William Hyer; 
editor, Carl Himm. At Liberty, Lincoln, 
dual. Running time, 58 mins, 
en WP OIIIOW co occ 5.5 th eesenesas Tom Tyler 
pS ee er eee ere Jeanne Martel 
jt FP Prrer rere rrr tt Richard Kramer 
PIs 50.6 06 644808560080 Charles Whittaker 
BANDS 6 6% 6 0 4 6.6050666609.008 Edward Cassidy 
NEI <4 6s werdsbesseeetesacas Lafe McKee 
DR + <s6ubadssuyeesaeeass Dorothy Woods 
EPMO cece ceecceseeseuecocas Charles King 
bo een Pere err rere oe ee Earl Dwire 





Getting away with a bushwacking 
start which nets a couple of killings, 
‘Santa Fe Bound’ doesn’t let down 
at any time in its short hour and has 
enteriainment provision in enough 
quantities to satisfy. 

Tom Tyler, who is starred in it, 
gets a break in femme leads. Jeanne 
Martel handling the calf-eyed as- 
signment nicely. Although most of 
the stuff is in serious vein, Tyler 
and Whittaker work out one good 
comedy sequence which calls for 
the latter to shed his pants and be 
doused in a rain barrel. The Martel 
girl is attractive, has no trouble re- 
membering her lines, and has a nice 
chasis. 

For no reason that is apparent, 
Kramer is trying to get the gal and 
the ranch, going to the lengths of 
having her father potted from the 
roadside brush. He was toting a gob 
of money just loaned him by the 
bank, which Tyler gets to bring back 
to his daughter. His having the 
dough is misconstrued and he’s 
compelled to don the clothes of an 
outlaw. But to the girl the wolf’s 
duds never fool her—she knows he 
has a heart of goldallthetime. Barn. 


La Contessa di Parma 


(‘The Duchess of Parma’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 
Rome, April 25. 


ICI production and release. Directed by 
Alessandro Blasetti. Story, Alessandro Bla- 
setti; music, Escobar, Montagnini, Fusco; 
camera, Martelli. 

MIEN: 640040000 d¥0sése0en Elisa Cegani 
Her friend .....cccccceccccce.- Maria Denis 
eee, TOME covscndeceseéesect Antonio Centa 
See SOMO 65 45545 bhne 06'e-k babs Ugo Ceseri 
Owner of Printemps...... Umberto Melnati 
Re ere or Pina Gallini 





Se (In Italian) 

This is a very Italian film, but 
with some judicious cutting it should 
go well in America, too, because 
it’s light and amusing and has some 
original situations. 

Owner of the Printemp Dress 
Shop has the bright idea of having 
his models pose as society ladies— 
hoping thereby to have his dresses 
talked about at the right places by 
the right people. Accordingly, the 
little model Marcella is parading as 
the Duchess of Parma. While she 
is showing off at the races she is 
picked up by the popular football 
hero, Gino Vanni. But they become 
separated in the crowd and he never 
gets a chance to give her the 2,000 
lire she won on her horse, and which 
he had offered to collect for her. 

During the rest of the film they 
chase each other around. First he 
chases her to repay her. Then he 
has to spend the money to meet 
the overdue payment on his car. Of 
course, when he meets her thev have 
to make a date for another time, at 
which he is to pay her. In fact, they 
are always making dates, and then 
something happens to prevent them 
from keeping them. 

In the end, Gino bursts in on a 
fashion show at the hotel and, find- 
ing Marcella dressed as a_ bride, 
makes a great speech about Duch- 
esses who lead poor guys like him 








around by the nose. Whereupon, he 
finds out that Marcella is only model- 


-ing the beautiful gown, and all ends 


happily. 

Picture is very Italian in gestures 
and manners; there is a great deal 
of expert Italian arguing going on 
about everything from taxi fares to 
wedding gowns. And the coyness of 
the heroine about being picked up 
by a very good-looking guy is some- 
thing that an American audience 
would find a bit strange. The Italian 
clothes are a bit strange, too. 

But the actors are excellent, Maria 
Denis is cute and trim as the girl 
friend, and Antonio Centa would 
satisfy the most exacting American 
femme audience as to looks. Photog- 
raphy is good, and directing clever, 

Heln. 


COMPLAINT SEASON ON 


Hays Office Listens to all Squawks— 
But With One Ear 











With the sale campaign on new 
season product in full swing, the 
customary flow of complaints from 
exhibitors are beginning to pour into 
the Hays office. Majority of these 
kicks claim unfair treatment at the 
hands of the distributor and to the 
alleged advantage of competing the- 
atre or exhibs. Association is ap- 
pealed to because generally a mem- 
ber distributor is involved inthe 
allegations. 

After years of listening to these 
exhibitor charges Haysians feel that 
the protesting exhib often gives only 
his side of the story. In about 19 
instances out of 20, they claim, the 
charges overlook essential details. 

Recently an exhibitor protested 
that his old clearance of seven days, 
in effect for years, had been shifted 
to 28 days. Theatre operator con- 
tended that it was spite work on 
the part of a competitor. Check 
confirmed the clearance switch, but 
also showed that the complainant 
had cut his admission in half and 
had added duals. 





Par Reel Moves 


Paramount newsreel is leaving its 
present quarters on Eleventh Ave- 
nue, N. Y., and moving to the Gen- 
eral Service studios, Astoria, Long 
Island, this summer. Work on the 
extensive moving job will be started 
in the next few months but all of- 
fices, studio facilities and equipment 
will not be entirely installed until 
late August or September. 

Shift to the General Service plant 
is an economy move, because of the 
old interest which Paramount still 
retains in the plant. Besides saving 
rent, newsreel will be taking advan- 
tage of the concurrent overhead at 
the Astoria studios. 





TALKING CARTOON 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Leon Schlesinger has finished 
‘Uncle Tom’s Bungalow,’ using a 
narrator to describe the action, a la 
Pete Smith, first time the stunt has 
been tried on a cartoon subject of 
this kind. 

Pic is in the Merrie Melody series. 





DERR’S ‘DRUMS’ ROLL 
Hollywood, May 11. 

Cameras rolled last week on E. B. 
Derr’s seventh historical action 
drama, ‘Drums of Destiny,’ featur- 
ing Tom Keene. Ray Taylor directs. 

Shooting at Hollywood Studios for 
Crescent release. 





CARL LEVY ILL 
Carl Levy, New York division 
theatre operator for Loew’s, is in a 
serious condition at Mt. Sinai hos- 
pital, N. Y., where doctors are at- 
tempting to save his life. 
He was operated on a week ago. 





Tax Test in Detroit 
Detroit, May 11. 

Film exchanges here face the pos- 
bility of a greatly increased city tax 
assessment on pictures, City council 
is preparing a test case. 

Contending that film is raw ma- 
terial, plus labor of developing, rep- 
resentatives of a dozen local ex- 
changes last week declared before 
the Council’s session as a board of 
tax review that 1%c a foot, or 
around $120 for a feature-length pic, 
would be suitable. City Assessor 
Kenneth J. McCarren insisted, how- 
ever, that a full-length film, renting 
as high as $6,000 per week, is worth 
more than $120. 

Suggesting an arbitrary assess- 
ment of $50,000 to take the question 
to court, council referred the ques- 
tion to John H. Witherspoon, assis- 
tant corporation counsel, for a re- 
port on advisability of a radically 

increased valuation. 
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- Unique Hindenbers Transcription 





Lakehurst, N. J., to do anything. 


of the tragedy. 


Hero of that remarkable event 


explosion displaced it and thereby 
tion. 


of the explosion, with the annou 





Hindenberg horror of last Thursday (6) inspired the usual number 
of special stunts by the several networks and stations near enough to 


not being able the first 24 hours or longer to actually get to the scene 
Some of the first eyewitness accounts were strictly 
friend-of-a-friend-of-a-guy who saw the explosion and crash. ’ 

Most remarkable radio slant was the WLS, Chicago, 
at the air field via a Presto recording. 


who remembered to put the needle back in the. groove after 


NBC relaxed its usual animus against transcriptions to permit 
a network broadcast of the sensationally dramatic record at the scene 


babbling giving double-kick to the realism. 
Newsreels got the big break on the tragedy through having their 
cameras set up and grinding when it happened. 


Radio was at a bad disadvantage in 


waxing made 


was the engineer, Charles Nehlsen, 


the 
made possible a thrilling transcrip- 


ncer’s (Herb Morrison) incoherent 





N. Y. Telephone Co. 
Converting Phone Booth Into Studio 


NBC was rebuked Monday (10) in 
a letter from the New York Tele- 
phone Co. for using a phone-booth 
in Lakehurst, N. J., to broadcast an 
eyewitness account of the Zeppelin 
Hindenburg disaster. Letter scored 
the network for violating a rule 
against such practices and termed 
NBC as being inconsiderate when it 
assumes to tie up a limited public 
facility under emergency conditions. 

Communication was addressed to 
Lenox R. Lohr, following a com- 
plaint made to the phone company 
by CBS. What also prompted the 
verbal paddling was a picture car- 
ried in the N. Y. Journal last Friday 
(7) showing an NBC pennant strung 
up on a Lakehurst phone booth and 
reps sequestrating it for 
broadcast purposes, 

In conveying its peeve to the 
phone company Columbia pointed 
out that regardless of phone com- 
pany rules there had always been a 
gentleman's agreement between the 
networks to refrain from the use of 
other than especially assigned lines. 
CBS stated that it could have like- 
wise tied up a public phone on or 
near the field, but that it had been 
told by its chief engineer, Edmund 
Cohan, that any such resort would 
get the network into difficulties with 
the telephone company. 

Last time that the phone company 
administered a similar rebuke was 
following the Morro Castle catas- 
trophe in 1934. It was not so long 
ago that a station in Pennsylvania 
was denied hookup facilities for all 
time because it had broadcast a pub- 
lic event originating from a private 
phone wire. 

Sour Grapes? 

NBC regarded the complaint from 
Columbia as strictly a case of sour 
grapes. It said that Columbia had 
done a similar thing during the re- 
cent Mississippi floods and that if 
the latter web could have resorted 
to the same device at Lakehurst it 
would not have hesitated, despite 
‘gentleman's agreements’ or squeam- 
ishness about phone company rules. 


network 





Reformatory Sponsored 





Seattle, May 11. 
Swing band composed of 14 lads 
from the Wash. State Reformatory 
had a one-shot before KJR’s mike 


last week on a program bankrolled 


by Bon Marche, dept. store. 


It was the first time any of the Re- 
formatory 


entertaining 
their 


‘em at feedfest after 


mike march. 


Hare Off ‘Sing’ 
Hollywood, May 11. 
_With the show cu to 30 minutes, 
Gillette Community Sing agreed to 
4 parting with Billy Jones and 

Ernie Hare. 


Pair trained east last Saturday (8) 
for auditions 





Jones, 


inmates ever broadcast. | 
ads weren't paid in coin, sponsor | 


+ 


THELR L 


S. E. Frost, Jr., of National 
Advisory Council on Radio 
in Education, Tells Educa- 
tional Convention to Stop 
Blaming Other People for 


ism 





Chides NBC for 





IF.C.C. MAY NEED 





Washington, May 11. 

Strong-arm methods are expected 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission group probing irregu- 
larities in handling radio cases. Re- 
sort to force looks probable in ef- 
fort to counteract refusal of wit- 
nesses to testify about reputedly 
scandalous events connected with 
prosecution of miscellaneous broad- 
cast operations. 

With the special investigation par- 








tially blocked, members of _ the 
(Continued on paeg 53) 
HILLBILLY RODEO 

St. Louis Fiddler—Ticklers, Others 


Test Their Skills 
St. Louis, May 11. 

Some 6,000 natives paid 40c for 
general admission and 50c for re- 
served ‘seats at 1937 Radio Stars’ 
Jamboree, sponsored by National 
Radio Artists’ Association and held 
in Municipal Auditorium last week. 
Pappy Cheshire’s hillbilly band, fea- 
tured on KMOX’s programs, won 
first prize in string band contest, re- 
taining national championship 
copped last year. Natchee’s Arizona 
Indians and KWK’s Range Riders 
finished second and third, respec- 
tively. 

Roy Fields, member of KMOX'’s 
Barnyard Follies won accordion con- 
test and ‘Cowboy Jack’ Monroe, who 
has been singing over local stations 
for last few years, was adjusted best 
singer. Natchee, San Carlos, Arizona 
Indian dropped national title in fid- 
dler’s contest to Guy Blakeman, one 
of KWK’s Ranger Riders. 


Packard’s Yes or No 


Hollywood, May 11}. 
Decision is expected today (Tues.) 
on the summer renewal of the 
Packard show. Producers Tom Harr- 
ington and Joe Stauffer are con- 
sidering two possibilities. They are 
a symphony orchestra and a variety 

show built around Johnny Green. 
Renewal would take effect June 8. 


Bob Hotz at WMCA 














New assistant sales manager at 
WMCA, N. Y., is Robert Hotz, one- 
| time chief of the radio department in 

Blackett-Sample-Hummert’s Chicago 
| office. 

Moving into new spot this week, 
Hotz will work under Bertram Leb- 
har, Jr., commercial chief at WFCA. 


of WOR 
Gellatly has quit as 
sales manager at WOR, New York. 

Leaving radio altogether to go into 
} biz for self in Bermuda, 


Bill Gellatly 
William B. 


CONTEMPT AID 


HECKLED 


Columbus, May 11. 

gether occurred last week in the 
museum of Ohio State University 
with about 200 in attendance. Meet- 
ings were marked by several con- 
troversial matters. 


elled at them by S. E. Frost, Jr., of 
the National Advisory Council 
Radio Education. 
selves, and nobody else, were to 
blame for the loss of frequencies 
and licenses, he said. Over 100 edu- 
cational stations once 
are now silent. 
Delegates bobbed up several times | 
in an effort to refute the charges 


on 





| for the bungling, according to Frost. 
| Usual attitude of the prots is to 
blame commerciai radio, the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission, 
the devil and the heavy rains. 

Of 203 licenses granted 
tional institutions since 1921 


educa- 





M.D.’s Form Orchestra 





Cleveland, May 11. 

Orchestra composed entirely 
of physicians is novelty stunt 
at Station WHK. Band includes 
20 sawbones who play instru- 
ments as a private hobby. Dr. 
John W. Conwell organized 
them at suggestion of John 
Vorpe,_—_station’s production 
manager. 

No obvious plugs, but names 
of medics are so well known 
that orchestra rates plenty of 
publicity. 











81% were lapsed or sold. Each 
school had a few enthusiasts but the 
adminis*-ztions were lukewarm in 
the main. Faculty members 


of an educational character, licenses 
were not valued when they had them, 
now accusations are h: ‘sd against 
businessmen. Where the reverse was 
true and far-sighted universities, 
etc., realized radio’s importance a 
different story has been recorded. 
Lack of entertainment, 
showmanship in educational 
grams as produced and broadcast by 
campus personnel also was a factor. 





lightness, 
pro- 


| Teachers who had the  iecessary 
'touch or talent could not get re- 


| lieved from part of their duties else- 
where to specialize on radio. They 
just did not have the time or energy. 

Irving Reis of Columbia in New 
York told the convention about the 
CBS workshop programs 

Ernest LaPrade of NBC, New 
York, explained latest dope on the 
technical side of musical presenta- 
tion over the air as one of several 
talks on production matters. Edu- 
cators awarded an annual prize for 
‘Let Freedom Ring,’ which was 
WPA-presented over CBS under the 
direction of Nila Mac of the latter 
web. 


Their Own Lack of Real-| 


Educational radio’s annual get-to- | 


Pedagogs in par- | 
ticular didn’t like the criticism lev-| 


Educators them- | 


broadcasting | 


flung at them by Frost. Conditions | 
within the ivy-clad walls of the 
| various colleges were responsible 


some 


were | 
indulgent or condescending, would | 
not actively support radio programs | 


eee —— 





PEDAGOGS’ OWN FAULT — 


OED EE 








Imitators All 


Hollywood, May 11. 
Milton Berle took a brother 
comic on the Radio lot to task 
for pushing back the front brim 
of his hat. Berle wanted him to 
know that it was his gag. 
Other comic shot back, ‘Did 
you ever hear of Napoleon?’ 


NO VOX POP ON 
WINDSOR 
NUPTIALS 











A spokesman for the Quai D’Orsay 
informed Paul White, CBS special 
|events chief now in London for the 
Coronation, that the French govern- 
| ment would not permit any broad- 
casting of the impending marriage 
of the Duke of Windsor and Wallis 
Warfield, nor any imposition by 
radio on the affairs of the couple. 
Talking on the _ across-Channel 
phone from Paris the French gov- 
ernment’s official spokesman said, in 
| response to White’s earlier query, 
that use of telephone wires to broad- 
| cast any activities of the couple was 


| also banned by France. 

Conversation took place yesterday 
| (Tuesday), with White at once re- 
porting outcome to CBS’ headquar- 
ters in N. Y. 


WEE! WORRIES SHEPARD 


Intensity of New CBS Signal May 
Ferce Yankee Exec te Act 
Boston, May li. 
John Shepard, 3rd, is reported to 
| be considering moving the location 
of his WNAC-WAAB, Boston, trans- 
| mitter, in order to contend with 
ing intensity of the signal now be- 








ing laid down by WEEI’s new trans- 
mitter. 

Latter now achieves a thorough 
| spread over every point in the Bos- 
|ton area and in addition does a 
blanketing job of the important Mer- 
rimac Valley, according to maps 
| made available by CBS’s engineering 
| department. WEEI’s antenna is lo- 

cated two miles north of the hub of 
Boston. 


| Rehearses With Gan—Dies 


| 





Detroit, May 11. 

While rehearsing in his home a 
‘tough-guy’ role for skit over WEXL, 
| Royal Oak, Raymond Budzanow, 24, 
shot himself fatally last week with 
a supposedly empty gun as a com- 
panion looked on. 

A few hours before he was to ap- 
pear in the skit, Budzanow was giv- 
ing his lines a final once-over. With 
the companion providing the cues, 
the young ether actor was demon- 
strating a suicide when the gun went 


WHN’s Labor Huddle 


Labor huddle of American Radio 
Telegraphists and Louis K. Sidney 
of WHN, New York, down for to- 
morrow morning (Thursday). Called 
to discuss establishment of new slid- 
ing wage scale, regulation of hours, 
guarantees of permanence in jobs, 
ete., for technicians of station, who 
claim now 100% organization. 

There was a threat of a strike two 
weeks ago. Trouble was temporarily 
smoothed when union agreed to 
await L. K. Sidney’s return from 
Hollywood. Sidney returned over 
the weekend and immediately made 
an appointment through his assistant 
‘Herbert Pettey. 


THEY LOST A1% Local Version of Dead Mike Gag Gives 
DL IPENSES Lohr Bad Moment at Indiana Picnic 


> 


Indianapolis, May 11, 


Lenox Lohr doing a_ guest of 
honor at the Governor's Day outing 


at Lebanon, Indiana, last week, had 
a bad moment or two. Having reeled 
off several anecdotes appropriate to 
a Governor’s Day outing, but not to 
the chaste NBC network, Lohr went 
white when up stepped Jack Still- 
well of WIRE, Indianapolis, and 
sounded off the musical chimes and 
station identification just as if the 
whole talk had been broadcast. 

It turned out to be the Indiana 
boys pulling a rib on the guy from 
the big city. Probably first time 
network prez ever got the dead mike 
biz. He took it good-humoredly and 
felt okay after reassurances that it 
was a rib. 

Next day Lohr was partied by 
Eugene Pulliam of WIRE at Colum- 
bia Club here for luncheon, with 
around 30 guests, including R. F. 
Blossom, manager of WFBM, CBS 
outlet here; Ward Dorell, Clarence 


Leich and W. W. Behrman, who re- 
spectively manage WOWO, Ft. 
Wayne: WGBF, Evansville; and 


WBOW, Terre Haute, all three other 
NBC affiliates in Indiana; J. T. Pritch- 
ard, prexy of Indianapolis Power & 
Light Co., which owns WFBM here; 
Jacob Tarshish, Mutual's ‘Lamp- 
lighter’; Glenn Van Auken, In- 
dianapolis lawyer, who holds the 
permit to build the third Indianapolis 
station. Govs. -Townsend = and 
Chandler, of Indiana and Kentucky; 
and Mayor Kern of Indianapolis. 

Lohr’s views anent television, 
which he has been voicing in his 
nation-wide jaunts, got big press 
splurge here. 

Gene Pulliam, Jr., son of WIRE 
owner, and in charge of the NBC 
outlet news-room, annexed the gov- 
ernor’s outing golf cup on a 79 gross 
score. ‘Gridiron’ razz session that 
victimized Lohr was handled by Al 
Wyekop, | Lebanon ) ony editor, 


Lloyd : insures 
Louis Armstrong 
Delivery in N.Y. 








Paramount Pictures has taken out 
a policy of $5,000 from Lloyd's to 
indemnify Standard Brands in the 
event Louis Armstrong isn’t de- 
livered back to New York from the 
Coast by noon of the day preceding 
his May 28 broadcast. It’s the first 
bond of the sort obtained by a film 
producer and made payable to an 
air commercial. 

Armstrong is due to leave by plane 
for Hollywood immediately after 
his May 21 show for Fleischmann 
Yeast on the NBC-blue (WJZ) link 
to do a bit in musical with an all- 
colored cast which Paramount will 
have in production by that time. 
| Armstrong’s contract with the food 
packer stipulates that he be in New 
York for all broadcasts, with the 
exception of the period it would take 
to make a single picture for Para- 
| mount. 

Trumpetist didn’t want this lone 
exception to count until he went out 
' this summer to participate in a Joe 

Penner production for Paramount, 
| and when the agency on the account, 
_J. Walter Thompson, objected to the 
| possibility on the May 28 broadcast 
through failure of plane connections 
the producer came forward with the 
indemnity proposition. 





Fritz Blocki Divorce 


Chicago, 








May 11. 


Suit for divorce was. brought 
against Fritz Blocki, of the State- 
| Lake theatre, here, Friday (7), by 
Louise Barclay Boldenweck Blocki, 
a radio actress. Pair married three 


| years ago. 
She was represe 
‘Milton J. Sabath. 
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Intense bidding between NBC and 
Columbia for the broadcast rights to 
sports events has spread to field of 
horseracing. Columbia is trying to 


tie up the Kentucky Derby on a 
five-year basis. During the past 
week this same network obtained 


the exclusive air rights to the cham- 
pionship matches supervised by the 
U. S. Golf Association and the U. S. 
Lawn Tennis Association. 

CBS is under contract to pay 
$10,000 a year for five years to the 
golf combine and $20,000 a year for 
the tennis rights. After CBS closed 
the USGA deal it discovered that 
one of the big matches will be played 
on the westcoast. On the eastern 
end the time of this broadcast would 
be from 7 p.m. on, with the result 
that it could not be picked up unless 
a flock of commercials were can- 
celled. In bidding for the tennis 
matches NBC stopped at $12,500. 


In the Columbia camp the claim 





Baseball Epilogs 


Before-and-after the baseball 
games is rated choice time and 
is easy to sell. This added 
gravy has become a _ notable 
revenue item for the stations 
taking play-by-play. Quarter 
hours, or longer, can be ped- 
dled fore and aft, providing 
there's no product confliction. 

General Mills and Socony- 
Vacuum object to any sponsor 
of their own classification do- 
ing a sneak on the baseball 
bandwagon. 














is made that NBC started the auction | 
furore by trying to tie up the broad- | 
cast rights to the James Braddock- 
Joe Louis fight without first having | 
a commercial committed to take it. 
For years there has been a gentle- 
man’s agreement between the two | 
major networks to refrain from pay- | 
ing for sustaining sports broadcasts. 

CBS turned down Jack Adams’ 
offer to get the rights to the fight 
for $60,000, which would give him 
$10,000 for his own end, and set out 
to do business by itself. While Co- 
lumbia was trying to find out who 
the responsible parties were for such 
transaction NBC got Joe Gould, 
Braddock’s manager, and Mike 
Jacobs, the bout’s promoter, together 
and closed for $50,000. Buick will 
do the underwriting of this event, 
through the Arthur Kudner agency. 





Baltimore, May 11. 
Hearst-owned WBAL will feed 


BS Buys Sports Exclusively: 
Tennis Costs $20,000, Golf 10G's; 
Braddock-Louis, NBC, $50,000 





DIES IN COURT 


Salesman Suing Virgil Evans, WSPA, 
Collapses While Testifying 





Spartanburg, S. C., May 11. 

Sudden death ended H. A. Hamil- 
ton’s suit against Virgil V. Evans, 
doing business as WSPA, here, last 
Friday (7). While undergoing cross- 
examination, Hamilton, former New 
Yorker and more recently connected 
with the station as an advertising 
representative, suddenly slumped in 
his chair. Judge Arnold R. Mer- 
chant hurriedly had a physician 
summoned and court attaches called | 


| 
| 


an ambulance. Hamilton died ~ 
route to a hospital. 
He was suing Evans, owner and 


manager of the station, over certain 
financial considerations he claimed 
had been promised in a purported 
letter from Evans to him in New 
York in 1935. Late that year Hamil- 
ton came here and joined the WSPA 
staff. After he left the station, he 
put on bank nites for Wilby-Kincey 
theatres here and more recently had | 
held a government position, the bank | 
nites having been abandoned by the 
theatres. Evans entered a general | 
denial to all allegations. 

Funeral rites were held here the | 
night of Hamilton’s death and the} 
body was taken to Camden, N. J.,| 
for burial. 








Ballplayers Demand Coin 
Gratis Guesting Gets Ha-Ha; 
$100 for Ruth; Cook, $300 


Baseball players are not only in 
demand as guest-gabbers on network 
commercials, but have learned to 
ask for mazuma. Babe Ruth’s twice- 
a-weeker over CBS for Sinclair gas 
pays players a flat $100 for an ap- 
pearance, and has had several turn- 
downs from a couple of diamond 
names, who held out for bigger pay- 
off. 

To date Ruth has had as guests 
Tony Cuccinello, Kiki Cuyler, Buddy 
Hasset, Buddy Meyer. Tonight 
(Wed.) Paul Waner will put in an 
appearance. 

Bill Terry, Giants’ manager, has 
a standard rate of $500, and won't 
cut. Mutual network wanted him to 
grace a special sustaining broadcast 
just before opening of season, but 
balked at his money demand. Terry 
wouldn't cut, and he got his figure 
from Al Pearce show for Ford Deal- 
ers on CBS later on. Burleigh 
Grimes, Dodgers’ boss, also plucked 
half a grand from the Pearce pro- 
gram. 








NBC-blue three coast-to-coast pro- 
grams coming week-end in associa- 
tion with the running of the Preak- 
ness at Pimlico oval Sat. (15) after- 
noon. 

On Friday night Clem McCarthy 


will interview jockeys and trainers | 


Joe Cook’s Sat. NBC-red period 
| for Shell has also been investing in 
| baseballers since season opened. Pro- 
| gram has paid players $300 for a 
| march up to the mike. To date Bob 

















EAST and DUMKE 


“SISTERS OF THE SKILLET” | 


Knox Gelatine Co.—CBS. Kel- 
loge’s Corn Flakes—NBC. Comedy 
shorts for Educational. 





N.Y. Ball Clubs 


Reaftirm Group 
Action Principle 


Owners of the three major — 
ball clubs—Dodgers, Giants and 
Yanks—in the N. Y. area met last 
week and reaffirmed their agree- 


ment not to sell air rights to their 





games, unless it is 
jointly. 

Several years ago the three clubs | 
signed a pact to sidestep radio over- | 
tures until 1940. At that time Horace 
Stoneham, Giants’ prez, was the 
guiding spirit. This season Stoneham 


acquired the franchise of the Albany 
(Int. League) team, moving club to 
Jersey City, where air rights were 
peddled to General Mills for broad- 
casting over WHN, N. Y. Carefully 
watching the situation, it is under- 


accomplished 





How to Handle Sponsors and J okes 


By Hal Block 





Rule number one: Stay in good with the sponsor. 
It is very simple. 


change a joke do so. 


If he wants you to 


Example—Comedian: I found a poverty stricken skunk. 
Stooge: What do you mean a poverty stricken skunk. 
Comedian: It didn’t have a scent. 


Now supposing the sponsor objects to the word scent. 


The 


joke can easily be changed. Viz.: 

Comedian: I found a poverty stricken skunk. 

Stooge: What do you mean a poverty stricken skunk? 
Comedian: It didn’t have a farthing. 


Rule number two: Always have the joke on the comedian. 
Example—Comedian: Say, I’ll have you know I’m the comedian on this 


program. 


Stooge: That’s what you think (this will invariably bring a 


belly laugh). 


or 


Comedian: All I can say is there is certainly a big dummy 


on this program. 


Stooge: Quit talking about yourself (this is also very forte). 





Rule number three: Build up your jokes so that the slowest listener 


can get it. 


Example—Comedian: Who was that lady I saw you with last nite? 


Stooge: What was that? 


Comedian: I said who was that lady I saw you with last nite? 
Stooge: Oh, who was that lady you saw me with last nite? 
Comedian: Yeah, who was it? 

Stooge: Why that was no lady, that was my wife. 


Comedian: 


wife. See here you, etc. 


(Disgustedly. 


) That was no lady, that was my 


If your network reaches New Mexico and Southeast Flor- 
ida another repeat of the gag might not be a bad idea. 





Rule number four: If a gag doesn’t go over, have a few ad libs on hand 


to kid it with. 
Examples—There goes a floporoo, 


or 


Well, that certainly was a lollapalooza, 


Well, there’s an omelette for you. 


curse off ihe gag.) 


or 
(This invariably takes the 





Rule number five: Ring in the name of the product into the program 
cleverly so it won't seem so business-like. 
Examples: For instance, if you are on the Acme Rye Bread Company 


program you might do 


nuts, 
Comedian: Horray! 
you think of rye who 


this program. 
commercial? ) 


something like this: 


Comedian: What do you mean well bred? 
Stooge: Well bred from the Acme Baking Company is the 
(This is very acceptable.) 


or 


Hoeoray! 
Announcer: And when you hear Hooray think of Hoorye 
and when you think of Hoorye think of rye whe and when 


think of Acme Rye who bring you 


(Now isn’t this much nicer than a straight 








stood that Stoneham has come to the 
conclusion that broadcasting is an | 
attendance boon thus far this season | 
at the J. C. park. 


Giants’ prez this year thumbed 
down an offer from General Mills of 
$1,000 per game for the right to spon- 
sor play-by-play description of the 
team’s 77 home games. Since the 
N. Y. Nationals, despite a pennant | 
plucking outfit last season, haven't | 
been doing too well at the gate, ru- | 
mors are rife that all three major | 
clubs in Greater N. Y. will next) 
season accept bids for air sponsor- 
ship. 





Sealtest Program Set to 


B’dceast from Exposition 
Cleveland, May 11. 


Rule number six: Try not to use old gags but if you must at least switch 


‘em so they sound new. 
Example—(Old gag.) 
DOLLARS. 


COMEDIAN: YOU LOOK LIKE A MILLION 


GIRL: YES, AND I'M JUST AS HARD TO MAKE. 
THE REVISED GAG WILL READ: 
COMEDIAN: MY LITTLE CHICADEE, YOU LOOK LIKE 


TWO CENTS. 


GIRL: YES, BIG BOY, AND I’M JUST AS HARD TO MAKE. 


(Can you recognize it now?) 





O’KEEFE STALKS WRITERS 


Goes to Hollywood to Line Up) 


Material-Providers for July 





Walter O'Keefe, accompanied by 
his manager, Nelson Hesse, leaves 
next Monday (17) for Hollywood to 
line up a couple of writers for the 
series that the comic starts for 





To date the following network 
| shows have been carded for broad- 
casting from Radioland, which opens 
with a flourish on May 29: Uncle 
Ezra, Fibber McGee and Molly, Fire- 





| Feller, Dizzy Dean and Carl Hubbell 
have collected. 


of the three-year-olds who will vie | 
following day, along with young Al | 
Vanderbilt, who is chairman of the | . 
committee publicizing the race as! Auto Classic Unsponsored 
well as Maryland's top-ranking hoss | 
owner. 
Running of the race will be fed | 
to the net, and on Saturday night | 
the Preakness Ball will be given a} 
similar ride. i 





Indianapolis, May 11. 

Indications are that the Memorial 
Day 500-mile race will not be sold 
for sponsorship this year, with the 
bigwigs behind the race having about 
given up hope of sponsorship. 

NBC, Columbia and Mutual will 
probably carry it sustaining on pres- 
ent plans. 


Detroit. May 11. 

Writ of mandamus to compel 
Western Union to furnish WJBK 
with telegraphic reports of Detroit 
Tigers’ out-of-town baseball games 
was denied Monday (10) by Federal 
Judge Ernest O’Brien. Latter inti- 
mated he had no jurisdiction since 
no one complained when W. U. filed | 
its tariff list with F. C. C. 

WJBK plans to carry fight 
F. C. C. aided by other stations. 


Union Vs. WPA Music 


San Francisco, May 11. | 





Chicago, May 11. 

Chicago's city fathers have offered 
for commercial etherization the 250- 
mile auto race which will be held on 
the Grant Park roadway on July 14. 

Race will be held as part of the 
Chicago Charter Jubilee. Local sta- 
tions, with the exception of the NBC 
stations, aren't interested in the race, 
| since they are loaded with baseball 
play-by-play... 





to | 











Doc Levy’s Land Yacht 


Despite the recent ban against; |, Philadelphia, May 11. 
broadcasts by WPA musical organi- | Doc Levy, WCAU prexy, left his 
zations effected in a ruling of San | Office Monday afternoon for Cam- 
Francisco Local No. 6 of the Ameri- | den shipyard to see when his new 
can Federation of Musicians, station | yacht will be finished. He returned 
KGGC here is airing regularly | driving new auto modelled along the 
transcriptions made by WPA talent. lines of a dachshund. 

Permission for use of the records Wise guy hanging out the window 
was secured from WPA execs in| quipped: ‘Here comes Doce driving 
Washington. | the yacht up Chestnut street.’ 


| side Recital, ‘Stainless’ show with 
Cozzi, Singing Lady, 
Alone,’ Gene and Glenn, Sealtest 
program. Cycle Trades’ 
Bernie’s Am. Can period, Guy Lom- 
bardo’s Bond Bread period, General 
Motors’ Hour, Phillip Morris, Babe 
Ruth’s Sinclair oil show and the 
Gillette Community sing. 

Other network commercials for 
which Ralph B. Humphrey, radio 
director of the Expo, and Arthur 
Cook, assistant and N. Y. rep, are 
dickering, include Chrysler, Cities 


| Mario 





Mutual and NBC nets have. carded 
regular pickups from the Expo. Mu- 
tual will carry the heaviest sked of 


hours weekly from Expo grounds. 





Bridge Fiesta Broadcast 


San Francisco, May 11. 


Stars Night’ which will be part of 
the Golden Gate Bridge Fiesta, cele- 





{ 


| brating the opening of the Golden | 


|Gate span, the Albers Bros. Mill- 
| ing Co. program, ‘Good Morning To- 
nite,” will be broadcast from the 
Civic Auditorium on Tuesday, May 
25. 
ers and Gyula Ormay’s 
will participate. 

Show, produced by Erwin Wasey 
agency, is aired over 
NBC-Red web, 


orchestra 


and will probably 





Bristol-Myers July 7, replacing Fred 
Allen. Duo O'Keefe has in mind are 
|mow on the Packard show, winding 
up June 1. While on the Coast 
| O'Keefe will do a guestee on the 
| Chase & Sanborn program May 23. 

Another Coast chore will be that 





G. 0. P’S RADIO 
SHOWMANSHIP 
IDEAS 


Washington. May 11. 
Touchiness of politicians about 
| audiene reaction culminated in ex- 





‘Girl | 


show, Ben| Potentialities of a 


Service, Cocomalt and Texaco. CBS, | 


| the four webs, approximating nine | overtures made for time by femme | 


Presented as part of the ‘Radio | mer 


The regular cast of eight sing- ' 


the coast | protective move. 


be the only commercial originating | sidered, and some talk of a complete 
at the auditorium on this occasion. | new musician set-up, 


ceptional concessions last week when 
John D. M. Hamilton, chairman of 
Republican National Committee. was 
partly gagged for remainder of his 


| of talking over with RKO execs the 
story which 
| O'Keefe sold to the film company 
| recently for $5,000. It’s titled ‘Roll- : ' 
| ing Stones,’ deals with trailer addicts | S¢T&S of broadcasts on public — 
and was bought with the idea of With G.O.P. chiefs evincing un- 
| having Helen Broderick and Victor | usual concern about what the back- 
Moore head the cast. | home folks say, party headquarters 
red-headed committee leader via 

Columbia and NBC. Instead of do- 

given most of his time. Both webs 

| cooperated with Republican office in 


FEMME HYGIENE IS ing a solo, Hamilton was turned 
| trying to cover up, but were unable 














| hastily revised plans for airing the 
| 
NIXED FAST BY CBS hitters added to the’ prozram snd 


Radio continues to icily ignore all 


; to completely conceal fact that ar- 
rangements were shifted in response 
to grass-roots rumblings and uneasi- 
ness in Congress. 

Sapolio was applied because po- 
: - | litical pulse-takers feared Hamilton 
} and indulge in no com- | would pull a boner by making 
cial copy other than mention of | vicious attacks on President Roose- 
| the trade name as presenting the! yelt and. secondly. because the hin- 
bere ce nixed summarily. terlanders, particularly women. were 
pa. ie as also never been able to | tut-tutting Hamilton's marital diffi- 

: . culties which brought a_ separate 
maintenance suit by his jute 
CBS Musicians on Notice last month. 

Chicago, May 11. | ex 

Columbia musicians were handed | Rambeau’s New Man 
four-week closing notices on Satur- | Chicago, May 11]. 
jday (8), by local CBS office, as a} Hal Holman has been added to 
| the Chicago office of the William © 
Several changes in staff being con- | Rambeau Co., station reps. 

Was formerly with Paul Block & 
Associates, 


hygiene preparations. Latest bid was 
made to CBS by the N. wW. Ayer | 
| emnaey on behalf of Veldown. 
Proposish was that sponsor would | 
| build a big one-hour weekly vari- 
ety show, 


i 








wife 
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Broadway Scholarship 





what music is.’ 





One of the Broadway press agents has launched an attack on the 
New York public school music teachers on behalf of a radio singer. 
Campaign is tops in the letters-to-the-editor stunt now extensively 
employed by private press agents to get clients names in print. 

Essay over the radio singer’s signature reads in part as follows: 

‘To attempt to show the shortcomings of the present courses would 
only necessitate a wordy description and outline of what might be 
done, but suffice it to say that at present the courses fail to include 
material and subject matter which would make a complete under- 
standing of the reasons for the course and the impetus for continued 
interest on the part of the students, 
sity for a simple presentation of the history of music in conjunction 
with the courses is uncalled for because by the time students have 
reached these grades they are fairly well acquainted with what music 
can and should mean to them. But it is the younger children whose 
attempts to understand a course which is merely presented as a 
mathematical subject or a foreign language course fall short in almost 
every respect when it comes to really appreciating and understanding 


In secondary schools the neces- 








Lawyers—Who Know How—Kid F.C.C. 


New Bar Association Presents the Kilocycle 


Follies of 1937 


Washington, May 11. 

Merciless roasting for members 
and subordinates of Federal Com- 
munications Commission climaxed 
first stunt dinner of Communications 
Bar Association Monday night. Lab- 
eled as informal engineering confer- 
ence, event staged by radio lawyers 
before numerous government offi- 
cials included sharp harpooning for 
inconsistencies in decisions, delay in 
promulgating reallocation, and vul- 
nerable personal characteristics. 
Executive committeemen adminis- 
tered razzing, turning guns partic- 
ularly on Commissioners Stewart and 
Payne, recalling that Willard Hotel 
incident, and poking fun at engi- 
neers’ predicament. 

Commish red tape drew continu- 
ous jibes, with attorneys poking fun 
at practice of making decisions and 
then trying to find legal reasons, and 


capitalizing on internal feuds. Red- 
faced commissioners, counsel, and 
engineers joined laughter over 


phoney broadcasts stabbing at Arde 
Bulova activities, sudden switch in 
plans to fill secretaryship, and sim- 
ilar recent incidents. 

Speechless affair was emceed by 
Louis G. Caldwell, prez, while ar- 
rangements were handled by Ben S. 
Fisher, Frank D. Scott, and George 
O. Sutton. 

Only business was acceptance of 
routine reports. 


WRVA, Richmond Talks 
Own Sales Rep; Raymer 
Goes South for Rebuttal 


; Paul Raymer, station rep, has been 
in Richmond, Va., the past several 
days attempting to straighten out a 
kink which has developed in the re- 
lations between his organization and 
WRVA. Station has been giving 
thought to establishing its own na- 
tional sales setup in New York for 
economy purposes and as a prelim- 
inary step in that direction relayed 
notice to Raymer. 

Barron Howard, WRVA sales megr., 
was in New York last week, and 








Raymer accompanied him back to | 
Richmond to talk things over with | 


the station’s other execs. Similar 
Situation popped last year but it was 
smoothed out and WRVA remained 
on Raymer’s list. 


Klauber on CBS Board 


Edward Klauber, Paul W. Kesten 
and M. R. Runyon, all v. p.’s, have 
been made members of the CBS 
board of directors. ° 

Previously William S. Paley was 

e only CBS ‘employee’ represented 
on the network’s board. 








Myrt and Marge’s Ingenue 
ngenue is to be added to Myrt 
and Marge serial, daily over WABC 


at 2:45 p. m. Idea is to build love 
interest. 





Auditions being held by William | 


Orris office, 











RADIO EDITORS 
WAX ‘PREVIEW 


Transamerican Broadcasting & 
Television has arranged to ‘preview’ 
a disked version of its latest pro- 
duction, ‘The Uncrowned King,’ 
dealing with Lawrence in Arabia, 
tomorrow afternoon (Thursday). It 
will be two half-hour installments. 
Lionell Atwill heads the cast. 

Transamerica figures on making 
the preview for radio eds a regular 
thing, the latter hearing them be- 
fore the shows are offered to ad- 
vertisers or agencies. Next one will 
be samples from the dramatization 
of Booth Tarkington’s ‘This Boy 
Joe.’ 


PHIL BAKER RENEWED; 
MAY HIT HOLLYWOOD 


Although it doesn’t distribute in 
that area, Gulf Oil will provide Phil 
Baker with a Los Angeles outlet for 
his Sunday night CBS broadcasts 
if he goes out this Fall to make a 
picture. Account’s hookup covers 
the east, south and midwest and runs 
as far west as Denver. Kansas City 
may also be added by the time the 
program starts emanating from Hol- 
lywood but in this instance there 
will be local distribution under way. 

Baker last week got a new two- 
year contract with the usual options. 
Deal was handled between Young & 
Rubicam and Lyons & Lyons. Pro- 
gram goes off the air the last Sun- 
day in June and comes back Oct. 2. 


Boake Carter’s Luck 


Philadelphia, May 11. 

Breaks of timing on major events 
have marked Boake Carter career. 
Last week Hindenburg exploded at 
7:23, with the Englishman skedded 
for the lanes 22 minutes later. Orig- 
inal script hurriedly scrapped as he 
extemped on tragedy. 

Other breaks which Carter says 
have ‘smeared him with luck’ are: 

Death of King George V—6:55 p.m. 

TWA plane crash at Pittsburgh 
with 15 killed—6:45 p. m. 

Announcement of finding of body 
of Lindbergh baby—6:18 p. m. 

General Motors strike settlement— 
6 p. m. 




















Sandra Gould’s Clocking 
Sandra Gould, of cast of ‘Having 
Wonderful Time,’ at the Lyceum, 
N. Y., is cast from time to time in 
‘Court of Human Relations,’ bank- 
rolled by Macfadden publications at 


9:30 p. Fridays over CBS. 
Actres: “oh her legit stint 

lat 9:23, ‘=utes for 

her to’ 

' studio, 


6 DINE. 


PCI 
OO IN WORKS 


Summer Will Probably Delay 
Consummation — ‘Don’t | 
Want to Work for Tele- 
phone Company’ — First 
Phase of Station Expan- 
sion to Be Reached 
Autumn 





BUCKEYE WEB 


Filling out of the open crevices in 
the Mutual network map will not be 
completed before next autumn. At 
that time, according to present plans, | 


the station lining-up phase of Mutual 
will have completed its first cycle. 
Currently expansion negotiations 
concern the Pacific northwest, Ohio, 
south-of-Richmond in Dixie and the 
Twin Cities, 


Mutual may include the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer group of stations in 
Ohio. With WHK, Cleveland, due to 
take NBC blue service, the situation 
will soon be considerably smoothed. 


Imminence of summer will slow 
some of the pending deals as Mutual 
does not ‘want to work for the tele- 
phone company.’ Line costs, too, 
are an integral part of the Pacific 
northwest problem amounting to 
some $90,000 annually. Don Lee at 
present does not travel north of San 
Francisco. 


Some further extension of Mutual 
Service into Texas is another possi- 
bility of the fall. Mutual wants to 
have the 35 leading markets, coast- 
to-coast, plus supplements. Then 
thinks it will be competitively set 
up to tackle other problems inherent 
in organization’s newness. Business 
volume for 1937 suggests a gross of 
around $2,500,000. 

Not itemizing stations on the 
Colonial leg in New England Mutual 
facilities now include: 

NORTH ROUND ROBIN 


WGN, Chicago; CKLW, Windsor-Detrolt; 
WGAR, Cleveland; WOR, Newark. 


SOUTH ROUND ROBIN 


WOR, Newark; WFIL, Philadelphia; 
WBAL, Baltimore: WOOL, Washington; 
WRVA, Richmond; WCAE, Pittsburgh; 
WLW, Cincinnati; WSAI, Cincinnati; 


WSM, Nashville; KWK, 
Chicago. 


WEST COAST SECTION 


St. Louis; WGN, 


KSO, Des Moines; WMT, Cedar Rapids; 
KOIL, Omaha; KFOR, Lincoln; WIHIB, 
Kansas City; KTOK, Oklahoma City; 
KADA, Ada; KVSO, Ardmore; KASA, Elk 
City KCRC, Enid; KBIX, Muskogee; 
WBRZ Ponca City; KGFF, Shawnee; 
KFEI Denver; KFKA, Greeley; KHJ, 
Los Angeles; KDB, Santa Barbara; KGR, 
San Diego; KFRC, San Francisco; KGDM, 
Stockton; KDON, Monterey; KPMC, 
Bakersfield; KFXM, San Bernardino; 
KVOE, Santa Ana; KXO, El Centro, 





Portland, Ore., May 11. 


Penetration of Mutual-Don Lee 
into the northwest is a topic of per- 
sistent conversation among broad- 
casters hereabouts. C. W. Myers, 
president of the N.A.B., has clarified 


MANY MUTUAL DEALS PEND 








Spokane Spanks 


Spokane, May ll. 


Spokane Federation of 
Women’s Organizations last 
week went on record as oOp- 


posed to five radio programs. 
‘March of Time’ was called the 
most offensive; ‘John’s Other 
Wife’ was branded as libel on 
business men and women; 
‘Twenty Thousand Years at 
Sing Sing,’ ‘Gangbusters’ and 
‘Pretty Kitty Kelly’ were called 
generally offensive. 

These are the worst offending 
programs, reported a committee 
which has been investigating 
air programs here two months. 
Others will be named later. 


CBS EYES FILM 
AGENCY ANGLE 











Lawrence Lowman, CBS v.p., de- 
clared Monday (11) that the net- 
work was not contemplating turning 
over its artists’ bureau for operation 
to some outside organization but 
what it might do is absorb an estab- 
lished talent booking organization. 
Main idea for this move would be 
to get a wedge into the booking end 


Esty Agency Develops Protective 
System in Ear-Opening Move: 
‘Idea’ Given Orally to Stenog 


rs “ 


Very latest method by which an 
agency, in Gealing with submissions 
of freelance program ‘idea’ persons, 
attempts to protect itself from sub- 
sequent plagiarism suits is the one 
adopted by the William Esty agency. 
And method imposes the severest 
straps yet tied to the ‘idea’ thinker- 
uppers, 

When 


and if the freelance gains 
access to the Esty script ogler, his 
typed prospectus is not looked at, 
rather he describes his brainchild 


while a secretary sits by and takes 
his words down in shorthand. De- 
scription is immediately converted 
into type, on a form upon which is 
printed statement that the idea ‘is 
the property of’ the agency. This 
form must be signed by the program 
ponderer before he is interviewed 
further. Form is also filled in with 
the figure the agency will pay the 
writer in event the ‘agency's idea’ 
is ever used, 
Iron-Clad 
Fact that the signed 
iron-clad and yet the Esty agency 
continues to get ‘idea’ conceivers to 
agree to its terms has other agencies 
considering adoption of same form. 
Doors of agencics have been long 
locked to thinker-uppers and latter 
seem willing to sign almost anything 
to get ideas before a possible buyer. 
Figure which the Esty agency asks 
those interviewed to sign for accept- 
ance is rarely more than $100; more 
often it is around $50. And in the 
signed agreement there is no prom- 
ise that Esty will ever use any of 
the ideas submitted. 


form is so 





of the picture business and to ac- 
quire personnel experienced in that 


It is understood that Larry White 
of Columbia’s talent selling office 
has approached several Hollywood 
agents on the sellout angie, but 
without any tangible results. 


DENVER RADIO ACCT. 
DRAWS FTC FROWN 


Washington, May 11. 

Crack-down on Mauthe & Son 
Remedy Co. of Denver, was prom- 
ised by the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion if outfit does not answer a com- 
plaint against its ‘Radio Active Hair 
Restorer’ within 20 days. 

Claims made in radio talks that 
the preparation is not a dye and that 
it will not injure ‘delicate scalps’ 
are untrue, Commish declared, and | 
Mary Mauthe, proprietor of the dye 
company, must quit falsely repre- | 
senting product or face a cease and | 
desist order. 








promoting growth and generally im- 
proving hair, tinting compound 
just another dye, Commish pointed 
out, and may prove harmful ‘when 
used by certain persons.’ 


1S 








his position with regard to Mutual. 
If and when Mutual hits this terri- 
tory KALE may be interested, but 
Myers, whose KOIN is with CBS, 
has declined to actively initiate the 
promotion of a northwestern loop. 
Portland and Seattle are the mar- 
kets appealing to Mutual. Inclu 


10n | 


of other Oregon or Washington radio | 


stations is considered remote. KOL, 
Seattle is generally mentioned as the 
prospective Mutual station for that 
city. 

Tom Symons of KFPY, Spokane, is 
due to have KXL, Portland if and 
when F.C.C. confirmation is forth- 
coming. 





Columbus, May 11. 
United Broadcasting Co.’s Buckeye 
Network faded recently when Crazy 
Water Crystals cancelled the Georgia 
Crackers daily show. Although 
WHKC, Columbus, and WHK-WJAY, 
Cleveland, were exchanging upwards 








of 30 programs a week, the Crystal 
half-hour was the young network’s 
~ercial and the Columbus- 


WLW Retags Frim Sisters; 
Also Signs Cooway, Wester 


Cincinnati, May 11. 
Three acts added to Crosley’s tal- 
ent staff this week: Modernaire 
male vocal and in: 
some, headed by Bill Cooway; Allan 
Wester, tenor, lately with the Buca- | 


¢eseen nme? 
iumentai tout - 


neers, and the Frim Sisters, vocal | 
swing trio. 
Bob Kennett, program manager 


for WLW, conducted auditions in the 
Transamerican studio. He was as- 
sisted by Arthur Chandler, Jr., Cros- 
ley’s vet ear-bender on talent. 

Frim Sisters will undergo a name 
change for their work on the 500,000 
watter. Agented by Henry Frankel. 


Cleveland line was yanked im- 
mediately it went off the air. 

There is some talk of reviving the 
Buckeye in the fall, within or in- 
clusive of a Mutual dicker now ap- 


parently being worked out. 


field. | 


| 
| Ruthrauff & Ryan 


Instead of restoring natural color, | 


| several 


Lever Bres. Summer Wax 


Seeks New Circulation; 


Uses NBC, Sidesteps CBS 





is placing a 
pack of five-min. e.t.’s for Lever 
Bros. (Rinso and Lifebuoy) on stae 
tions from coast to coast for summer 
campaign. 

Agency is spotting the biz on NBC 
affiliates and indie broadcasters, 
skipping where at all possible CBS 
cogs. Thought is that Rinso and 
Lifebuoy Columbia net shows during 
winter sank the grappling irons in 
one slice of public, so to get another 
listening group the opposish hintere 
land stations will receive the warme 
months’ transcription campaign. 


Agitate DST for D. C. 


Washington, May 11. 
Hot dispute as to whether the na- 
| tion’s capital shall join up with other 
| cities in daylight saving for the sum- 
/mer months will be aired Wednesday 
(12) and the next day over WRC. 
Talk by Representative Leo Sacks, 
Democrat, of Pennsylvania, who has 
introduced a bill for sunlight exten- 
sion in the District of Columbia, will 





|; make an appeal to the natives during 
| the first program. Gordon Hitten- 
mark, WRC announcer, will follow 
up Thursday with his ‘man-in-the- 
street’ program—contacting governe- 
ment workers as they leave their 
buildings and also stopping pedese- 
trians and motorists to get their 
ideas. 


Dale Wimbrow’s Revival 


Detroit, May 11 

Dale Wimbrow, skipper of the old 
‘Natchez’ program heard over CP: 
years ago, has resurrected 
ithe show for thrice-weekly broad- 
cast over WXYZ, where he’s produc- 
ing commercials. 
| Wimbrow, who was known as 
| ‘Mississippi Minstrel’ on the old pro- 
gram, guides the new ‘showboat? 
,; abetted by Marguerite Werner, ore 
' ganist, who provides ‘caliope’ tunes, 
Skipper also using nun poems 
\he’s written but never published, 
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How to Handle Sponsors and Jokes 


By Hal Block 








- 











CBS Buys Sports Exclusively; 
Tennis Costs $20,000, Golf 10G's: 
Braddock-Louis, NBC, $50,000 


+ 


see 


en Lk aoe nt aR Ei ae 








Rule number one: Stay in good with the sponsor. 
change a joke do so, It is very simple. 
Example—Comedian: I found a poverty stricken skunk, 
Stooge: What do you mean a poverty stricken skunk. 
Comedian: It didn’t have a scent. 
Now supposing the sponsor objects to the word scent. 
joke can easily be changed. Viz.: 
Comedian: I found a poverty stricken skunk. 
Stooge: What do you mean a poverty stricken skunk? 
Comedian: It didn’t have a farthing. 


If he wants you to 





_ 


The 


DIES IN COURT 


Salesman Suing Virgil Evans, WSPA, 
Collapses While Testifying 
Spartanburg, S. C., May 11. 
Sudden death ended H. A. Hamil- 
ton’s suit against Virgil V. Evans, 
doing business as WSPA, here, last 


Intense bidding between NBC and 
Columbia for the broadcast rights to 
sports events has spread to field of 
horseracing. Columbia is trying to 
tie up the Kentucky Derby on a 
five-year basis. During the past 
week this same network obtained 
the exclusive air rights to the cham- 
pionship matches supervised by the 


Rule number two: Always have the jcke on the comedian. 
Example—Comedian: Say, I'll have you know I’m the comedian on this 
program. } 
Stooge: That’s what you think (this will invariably bring a 











EAST and DUMKE | 


belly laugh). 
at . | Friday (7). While undergoing cross- 3 
" U. S. Golf Association and the U. S. Adee one e . | °F | | 
i Lawn Tennis Association. Seekee adr iane ae dead | “SISTERS OF THE SKILLET” | Comedian: All I can say is there is certainly a big dummy 
i é isi ‘nox Gelati Co.—CBS. Kel- on this program. 
' CBS is under contract to payjwith the station as an advertising Knox | Gelatine Co.—CBS. : gram. abe A 8 ee 
; $10,000 a year for five years to the] representative, suddenly slumped in loge’s Corn Flakes—NBC, Comedy Stooge: Quit talking about yourself (this is also very forte), 


shorts for Educational. 


N.Y. Ball Clubs 
Reaffirm Group 





golf combine and $20,000 a year for 
the tennis rights. After CBS closed 
the USGA deal it discovered that 
one of the big matches will be played 
on the westcoast. On the eastern 
end the time of this broadcast would 
be from 7 p.m. on, with the result 
that it could not be picked up unless 
a fiock of commercials were can- 


his chair. Judge Arnold R. Mer- 
chant hurriedly had a _ physician 
summoned and court attaches called 
an ambulance. Hamilton died en 
route to a hospital. 

He was suing Evans, owner and 
manager of the station, over certain 
financial considerations he claimed 
had been promised in a purported 
letter from Evans to him in New 





Rule number three: Build up your jokes so that the slowest listener 
can get it. 

Example—Comedian: Who was that lady I saw you with last nite? 
Stooge: What was that? 
Comedian: I said who was that lady I saw you with last nite? 
Stooge: Oh, who was that lady you saw me with last nite? 
Comedian: Yeah, who was it? 
Stooge: Why that was no lady, that was my wife. 
Comedian: (Disgustedly.) That was no lady, that 


te 





was 















































the responsible parties were for such 
transaction NBC got Joe Gould, 
Braddock’s manager, and Mike 
Jacobs, the bout’s promoter, together 
and closed for $50,000. Buick will 
do the underwriting of this event, 
through the Arthur Kudner agency. 





Baltimore, May 11. 
Hearst-owned WBAL will 


noon, 


On Friday night Clem McCarthy | march up to the mike. To date Bob 
will interview jockeys and tonteneen | 
of the three-year-olds who will vie 


feed 
NBC-blue three coast-to-coast pro- 
grams coming week-end in associa- 
tion with the running of the Preak- | for Shell has also been investing in 
ness at Pimlico oval Sat. (15) after- 


Bill Terry, Giants’ manager, has 
a standard rate of $500, and won't 
cut. Mutual network wanted him to 
grace a special sustaining broadcast 
just before opening of season, but 
balked at his money demand. Terry 
wouldn't cut, and he got his figure 
from Al Pearce show for Ford Deal- 
ers on CBS later on. Burleigh 
Grimes, Dodgers’ boss, also plucked 
half a grand from the Pearce pro- 
gram, 

Joe Cook's Sat. NBC-red period 





baseballers since season opened. Pro- 
gram has paid players $300 for a 





Feller, Dizzy Dean and Carl Hubbell 
have collected. 





following day, along with young Al 


been doing too well at the gate, ru- 
mors are rife that all three major 
clubs in Greater N. Y. will next 
season accept bids for air sponsor- 
ship. 





Sealtest Program Set to 


B’dcast from Exposition 
Cleveland, May ll. 

To date the following network 
shows have been carded for broad- 
casting from Radioland, which opens 
with a flourish on May 29: Uncle 
Ezra, Fibber McGee and Molly, Fire- 
side Recital, ‘Stainless’ show with 


| Mario Cozzi, Singing Lady, ‘Girl! 


Alone,’ Gene and Glenn, Sealtest 


mv - 
celled. In bidding for the tennis . : PS mate ~ wife. See here you, etc. 
matches NBC stopped at $12,500. oe waa isteed the —. ° ? ° If your network reaches New Mexico and Southeast Flor- | 
In the Columbia camp the claim | ctaff, After he left the station, he ction rincip e ida another repeat of the gag might not be a bad idea. 
: on ae pocepe se wpb Aono Rule number four: If a gag doesn’t go over, have a few ad libs on hand 
Baseball Epilogs held a government position, the bank to kid it with. 
—- nites having been abandoned by the| Owners of the three major league| ©*@™ples-—There goes a floporoo, ms 1 
Before-and-after the baseball j wt ye Be ee a general ball clubs—Dodgers, Giants and Well, that certainly was a lollapalooza, 
games is rated choice time and p voted ae ee held here the| Yanks—in the N. Y. area met last or 
is easy to sell. This added || i ont pt) Hamilton’s death ‘and the| week and reaffirmed their agree- Well, there’s an omelette for you. (This invariably takes the 
0 Ag goog hs a taken to Camden, N. J.,| ment not to sell air rights to their curse off the gag.) 
taking play-by-play. Quarter c games, unless it is accomplished Rule number five: Ring in the name of the product into the program 
hours, or longer, can be ped- e jointly. cleverly so it won’t seem so business-like. oo 
dled fore and aft, providing ° PEAT Examples: For instance, if you are on the Acme Rye Bread Company 
there's no product confliction. Ballplayers Demand Coin; Several years — the cares clubs | program you might do something like this: fir 
General Mills and Socony- ° ° signed a pact to sidestep radio over- Comedian: What do you mean well bred? Bi 
Vacuum object to any sponsor Gratis Guesting Gets Ha-Ha: tures until 1940. At that time Horace Stooge: Well bred from the Acme Baking Company is the el 
of their own classification do- ? Stoneham, Giants’ prez, was the nuts. (This is very acceptable.) er 
ing a sneak on the baseball $100 for Ruth: Cook $300 mi be iio ine : iia or be 
bandwagon. ’ ’ guiding spirit. is saren oneham Comedian: Horray! Hooray! ci 
ig the apg of the wre ag Announcer: And when you hear Hooray think of Hoerye a 
: ion | Baseball players are not only in| A" +easue) team, moving club to and when you think of Heorye think of rye who and when 
enw to tas vs Gb wp 0 ene | demand as guneb-gubbers on pcoenlles Jersey City, where air rights were you think of rye whe think of Acme Rye whe bring you z 
cast rights to the James Braddock- | commercials, but have learned to peddied to’General Mills for broad- this program. (Now isn’t this much nicer than a straight ro 
a 4 first havi ask for mazuma. Babe Ruth's twice- | °@Sting over WHN, N. Y. Carefully commercial? ) a 
Joe Louis Aight i re ~tage a-weeker over CBS for Sinclair gas watching the situation, it is under- - 
a commercial committed to take it. pays players = flat $100 for an ap- | Stood that Stoneham has come to the| Rule number six: Try not to use old gags but if you must at least switch ri 
poh E dapeagi rll ow oe ee: pearance and has had several turn-| Conclusion that broadcasting is an | "em so they sound new. - 
; rae SS eee piste Geman teak @ aeumlé of didmend aameate. ee See far this season}; Example—(Old gag.) COMEDIAN: YOU LOOK LIKE A MILLION ne 
3 major . : + ‘e>* : ae e J. ©. park, DOLLARS. 
| ing for sustaining sports broadcasts. Sp I cee ee Giants’ prez this year thumbed GIRL: YES, AND I’M JUST AS HARD TO MAKE. ou 
i. CBS turned down Jack Adams’! Tt) gate Ruth has had as guests| down an offer from General Mills of THE REVISED GAG WILL READ: at 
a offer to get the rights to the fight | Tony Cuccinello, Kiki Cuyler, Buddy | $1,000 per game for the right to spon- COMEDIAN: MY LITTLE CHICADEE, YOU LOOK LIKE th 
Nat for $60,000, which would give him | asset, Buddy Meyer. Tonight| sor play-by-play description of the TWO CENTS. re 
1 $10,000 for his own end, and set out | (Wed.) Paul Waner will put in an| team’s 77 home games. Since the GIRL: YES, BIG BOY, AND I’M JUST AS HARD TO MAKE. * 
ia. to do business by itself. While Co- | appearance. N. Y. Nationals, despite a pennant (Can you recognize it now?) a 
i lumbia was trying to find out who plucking outfit last season, haven't - Pp 


O’KEEFE STALKS WRITERS 


Goes to Hollywood to Line Up 
Material-Providers for July 





G. 0. P’S RADIO 
SHOWMANSHIP 
IDEAS 


Washington, May 11. 
Touchiness of politicians about 
audiene reaction culminated in ex- 
ceptional concessions last week when 





Walter O'Keefe, accompanied by 
his manager, Nelson Hesse, leaves 
next Monday (17) for Hollywood to 
line up a couple of writers for the 
series that the comic starts for 
Bristol-Myers July 7, replacing Fred 
Allen. Duo O'Keefe has in mind are 
|now on the Packard show, winding 
up June 1. While on the Coast 
|O’Keefe will do a guestee on the 
| Chase & Sanborn program May 23. 
Another Coast chore will be that 
| of talking over with RKO execs the 
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Vanderbilt, who is chairman of the 
committee publicizing the race as 
well as Maryland's top-ranking hoss 


owner. 


Running of the race will be fed 


to the net, and on Saturday nigh 


the Preakness Ball will be given a 


similar ride. 


Detroit. May 11. 
Writ of mandamus to compe 


Western Union to furnish WJBK 
with telegraphic reports of Detroit 
Tigers’ out-of-town baseball games 
was denied Monday (10) by Federal 
Latter inti- 
mated he had no jurisdiction since 
no one complained when W. U. filed | 


Judge Ernest O’Brien. 


its tariff list with F. C. C. 
WJBK_ plans 
F. C. C. aided by other stations. 


Union Vs. WPA Music 


San Francisco, May 11. 

Despite the recent ban against 
broadcasts by WPA musical organi- 
zations effected in a 
Francisco Local No. 6 of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians, station 
KGGC here is airing regularly 
transcriptions made by WPA talent. 

Permission for use of the records 
was secured from WPA execs in 
Washington, 








to carry fight to 


ruling of San | 


Auto Classic Unsponsored 


Indianapolis, May 11. 

t Indications are that the Memorial 
Day 500-mile race will not be sold 
for sponsorship this year, with the 
bigwigs behind the race having about 
given up hope of sponsorship. 

1 NBC, Columbia and Mutual will 
probably carry it sustaining on pres- 
ent plans, 





Chicago, May 11. 

Chicago's city fathers have offered 
for commercial etherization the 250- 
mile auto race which will be held on 
| the Grant Park roadway on July 14. 
| Race will be held as part of the 
Chicago Charter Jubilee. Local sta- 
tions, with the exception of the NBC 
stations, aren't interested in the race, 
| since they are loaded with baseball 


play-by-play. 








Doc Levy’s Land Yacht 
Philadelphia, May 11. 

‘Doc’ Levy, WCAU prexy, left his 
office Monday afternoon for Cam- 
|den shipyard to see when his new 
yacht will be finished. He returned 
driving new auto modelled along the 
lines of a dachshund. 

Wise guy hanging out the window 
| quipped: ‘Here comes Doe driving 
j the yacht up Chestnut street.’ 


program. Cycle Trades’ show, Ben | Potentialities of a_ story which 


nar : ' _| O'Keefe sold to the film company 
Bernie's Am. Can period, Guy Lom-| -ocentiy for $5,000. It’s titled ‘Roll- 


i. . | 
ee ‘Hour, Phillis Morrie’ Bebe| ing Stones,’ deals with trailer addicts 
Ruth’s Sinclair oil show and the | 2nd was bought with the idea of 
Gillette Community sing. 

Other network commercials for 
which Ralph B. Humphrey, radio 
director of the Expo, and Arthur 
Cook, assistant and N. Y. rep, are 
dickering, include Chrysler, Cities 
Service, Cocomalt and Texaco. CBS. | 
Mutual and NBC nets have. carded 
regular pickups from the Expo. Mu- 
tual will carry the heaviest sked of 


| Moore head the cast. 


FEMME HYGIENE IS 
NIXED FAST BY CBS 








hours weekly from Expo grounds, 





agency on behalf of Veldown. 


Bridge Fiesta Broadcast | 


| 
San Francisco, May 11. 

Presented as part of the ‘Radio 
Stars Night’ which will be part of 
the Golden Gate Bridge Fiesta, cele- 
brating the opening of the Golden | 
Gate span, the Albers Bros. Mill- 
ing Co. program, ‘Good Morning To- 
nite,” will be broadcast from the 
Civic Auditorium on Tuesday, May 
25. The regular cast of eight sing- | 
ers and Gyula Ormay’s orchestra 
will participate. 

Show, produced by Erwin Wasey 
agency, is aired over the coast | protective move. 
NBC-Red web, and will probably Several changes in staff being con- 
be the only commercial originating | sidered, and some talk of a complete 


ety show, and indulge in no com- 
mercial copy other than mention of 
the trade name as 
show. Columbia nixed summarily. 

Kotex has also never been able to 
use radio, 








CBS Musicians on Notice 
Chicago, Mav 11. 





. ‘ e ° } °° 
at the auditorium on this occasion. | new musician set-up. 


having Helen Broderick and Victor | 





Radio continues to icily ignore all | 
the four webs, approximating nine Overtures made for time by femme | to completely conceal fact that ar- 

hygiene preparations. Latest bid was | 
made to CBS by the N. W. Ayer | 


|; would pull 


presenting the | 


| culties which brought 
|' maintenance suit by 


Columbia musicians were handed 
| four-week closing notices on Satur- | 
/day (8), by local CBS office, as a | 


John D. M. Hamilton, chairman of 
Republican National Committee, was 
partly gagged for remainder of his 
series of broadcasts on public issues. 

With G.O.P. chiefs evincing un- 
usual concern about what the back- 
home folks say, party headquarters 
hastily revised plans for airing the 
red-headed committee leader via 
Columbia and NBC. Instead of do- 
ing a solo, Hamilton was turned 
into a glorified m.c., with pinch- 
hitters added to the program and 
given most of his time. Both webs 
cooperated with Republican office 1n 
trying to cover up, but were unable 


rangements were shifted in response 
to grass-roots rumblings and uneési- 


; | ness in Congress. 
Proposish was that sponsor would | 


build a big one-hour weekly vari- | 


Sapolio was applied because po- 
litical pulse-takers feared Hamilton 
a boner by making 
vicious attacks on President Roose- 
velt and, secondly, because the bin- 
terlanders, particularly women, wcre 
tut-tutting Hamilton's marital diffi- 
a separate 
his wife Jate 
last month. 





Rambeau’s New Man 
Chicago, May 1}. 
Hal Holman has been added (te 
the Chicago office of the William G. 


| Rambeau Co., station reps. 


Was formerly with Paul Block & 
Associates. 
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MANY MUTUAL DEALS PEND — 





a 


Broadway Scholarship 





attempts to understand a course 


what music is.’ 





One of the Broadway press agents has launched an attack on the 
New York public school music teachers on behalf of a radio singer. 
Campaign is tops in the letters-to-the-editor stunt now extensively 
employed by private press agents to get clients names in print. 

Essay over the radio singer’s signature reads in part as follows: 

‘To attempt to show the shortcomings of the present courses would 
only necessitate a wordy description and outline of what might be 
done, but suffice it to say that at present the courses fail to include 
material and subject matter which would make a complete under- 
standing of the reasons for the course and the impetus for continued 
interest on the part of the students. 
sity for a simple presentation of the history of music in conjunction 
with the courses is uncalled for because by the time students have 
reached these grades they are fairly well acquainted with what music 
can and should mean to them. But it is the younger children whose 


mathematical subject or a foreign language course fall short in almost 
every respect when it comes to really appreciating and understanding 


In secondary schools the neces- 


which is merely presented as a 








Lawyers—Who Know How—Kid F.C.C. 


New Bar Association Presents the Kilocycle 


Follies of 1937 


Washington, May 11. 

Merciless roasting for members 
and subordinates of Federal Com- 
munications Commission climaxed 
first stunt dinner of Communications 
Bar Association Monday night. Lab- 
eled as informal engineering confer- 
ence, event staged by radio lawyers 
before numerous government offi- 
cials included sharp harpooning for 
inconsistencies in decisions, delay in 
promulgating reallocation, and vul- 
nerable personal characteristics. 
Executive committeemen adminis- 
tered razzing, turning guns partic- 
ularly on Commissioners Stewart and 
Payne, recalling that Willard Hotel 
incident, and poking fun at engi- 
neers’ predicament. 

Commish red tape drew continu- 
ous jibes, with attorneys poking fun 
at practice of making decisions and 
then trying to find legal reasons, and 


capitalizing on internal feuds. Red- 
faced commissioners, counsel, and 
engineers joined laughter over 


phoney broadcasts stabbing at Arde 
Bulova activities, sudden switch in 
plans to fill secretaryship, and sim- 
ilar recent incidents. 

Speechless affair was emceed by 
Louis G. Caldwell, prez, while ar- 
rangements were handled by Ben S. 
Fisher, Frank D. Scott, and George 
O. Sutton. 

Only business was acceptance of 
routine reports. 


WRVA, Richmond Talks 
Own Sales Rep; Raymer 
Goes South for Rebuttal 


: Paul Raymer, station rep, has been 
in Richmond, Va., the past several 
days attempting to straighten out a 
kink which has developed in the re- 
lations between his organization and 
WRVA. Station has been giving 
thought to establishing its own na- 
tional sales setup in New York for 
economy purposes and as a prelim- 
inary step in that direction relayed 
notice to Raymer. 

Barron Howard, WRVA sales megr., 








was in New York last week, and | 
Raymer accompanied him back to | 
| for the lanes 22 minutes later. 


Richmond to talk things over with 
the Station’s other execs. Similar 
Situation popped last year but it was 


smoothed out and WRVA remained | 


on Raymer’s list. 


Klauber on CBS Board 


Edward Klauber, Paul W. Kesten 
and M. R. Runyon, all v. p.’s, have 
been made members of the CBS 
board of directors. 

Previously William S. Paley was 
the only CBS ‘employee’ represented 
on the network’s board. 











Myrt and Marge’s Ingenue 
Ingenue is to be added to Myrt 
and Marge serial, daily over WABC 
at 2:45 p. m. Idea is to build love 
interest, 
Auditions being held by William 
Morris office, 











RADIO EDITORS 
WAX ‘PREVIEW 


Transamerican Broadcasting & 
Television has arranged to ‘preview’ 
a disked version of its latest pro- 
duction, ‘The Uncrowned King,’ 
dealing with Lawrence in Arabia, 
tomorrow afternoon (Thursday). It 
will be two half-hour installments. 
Lionell Atwill heads the cast. 

Transamerica figures on making 
the preview for radio eds a regular 
thing, the latter hearing them be- 
fore the shows are offered to ad- 
vertisers or agencies. Next one will 
be samples from the dramatization 
of Booth Tarkington’s ‘This Boy 
Joe.” 


PHIL BAKER RENEWED; 
MAY HIT HOLLYWOOD 


Although it doesn’t distribute in 
that area, Gulf Oil will provide Phil 
Baker with a Los Angeles outlet for 
his Sunday night CBS broadcasts 
if he goes out this Fail to make a 
picture. Account’s hookup covers 
the east, south and midwest and runs 
as far west as Denver. Kansas City 
may also be added by the time the 
program starts emanating from Hol- 
lywood but in this instance there 
will be local distribution under way. 

Baker last week got a new two- 
year contract with the usual options. 
Deal was handled between Young & 
Rubicam and Lyons & Lyons. Pro- 
gram goes off the air the last Sun- 
day in June and comes back Oct. 2. 


Boake Carter’s Luck 


Philadelphia, May 11. 

Breaks of timing on major events 
have marked Boake Carter career. 
Last week Hindenburg exploded at 
7:23, with the Englishman skedded 
Orig- 
inal script hurriedly scrapped as he 
extemped on tragedy. 

Other breaks which Carter says 
have ‘smeared him with luck’ are: 

Death of King George V—6:55 p.m. 

TWA plane crash at Pittsburgh 
with 15 killed—6:45 p. m. 

Announcement of finding of body 
of Lindbergh baby—6:18 p. m. 

General Motors strike settlement— 
6 p. m. 




















Sandra Gould’s Clocking 
Sandra Gould, of cast of ‘Having 
Wonderful Time,’ at the Lyceum, 
N. Y., is cast from time to time in 
‘Court of Human Relations,’ bank- 
rolled by Macfadden publications at 

9:30 p. m. Fridays over CBS. 
Actress is through her legit stint 


|at 9:23, leaving seven minutes for 
her to ‘nake the seven blocks to the 
‘ studio, 





PAGIFIC, DINE. 
OHIO IN WORKS 


Summer Will Probably Delay 


Consummation — ‘Don’t | 


Want to Work for Tele- 
phone Company’ — First 
Phase of Station Expan- 
sion to Be Reached 
Autumn 


a 


BUCKEYE WEB 


Filling out of the open crevices in 
the Mutual network map will not be 
completed before next autumn. At 
that time, according to present plans, 


the station lining-up phase of Mutual 
will have completed its first cycle. 
Currently expansion negotiations 
concern the Pacific northwest, Ohio, 
south-of-Richmond in Dixie and the 
Twin Cities. 


Mutual may include the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer group of stations in 
Ohio. With WHK, Cleveland, due to 
take NBC blue service, the situation 
will soon be considerably smoothed. 


Imminence of summer will slow 
some of the pending deals as Mutual 
does not ‘want to work for the tele- 
phone company.’ Line costs, too, 
are an integral part of the Pacific 
northwest problem amounting to 
some $90,000 annually. Don Lee at 
present does not travel north of San 
Francisco. 


Some further extension of Mutual 
Service into Texas is another possi- 
bility of the fall. Mutual wants to 
have the 35 leading markets, coast- 
to-coast, plus supplements. Then 
thinks it will be competitively set 
up to tackle other problems inherent 
in organization’s newness. Business 
volume for 1937 suggests a gross of 
around $2,500,000. 

Not itemizing stations on _ the 
Colonial leg in New England Mutual 
facilities now include: 

NORTH ROUND ROBIN 


WGN, Chicago; CKLW, Windsor-Detroit; 
WGAR, Cleveland; WOR, Newark. 


SOUTH ROUND ROBIN 


WOR, Newark; WFIL, Philadelphia; 
WBAL, Baltimore; WOL, Washington; 
WRVA, Richmond; WCAE, Pittsburgh; 
WLW, Cincinnati: WSAI, Cincinnati; 


WSM, Nashville; KWK, St. Louis; 
Chicago. 


WEST COAST SECTION 


WGN, 


KSO, Des Moines; WMT, Cedar Rapids; 
KOIL, Omaha; KFOR, Lincoln; WHB, 
Kansas City; KTOK, Oklahoma City; 
KADA, Ada; KVSO, Ardmore; KASA, Elk 
City; KCRC, Enid; KBIX, Muskogee; 
WEBZ, Ponca City; KGFF, Shawnee; 
KFEL, Denver; KFKA, Greeley; KHJ, 
Los Angeles; KDB, Santa Barbara; KGRE, 
San Diego; KFRC, San Francisco; KGDM, 
Stockton; KDON, Monterey; KPMC, 
Bakersfield; KFXM., San Bernardino; 
KVOE, Santa Ana; KXO, El Centro, 





Portland, Ore., May 11. 


Penetration of Mutual-Don Lee 
into the northwest is a topic of per- 
sistent conversation among broad- 
casters hereabouts. C. W. Myers, 
president of the N.A.B., has clarified 
his position with regard to Mutual. 
If and when Mutual hits this terri- 
tory KALE may be interested, but 
Myers, whose KOIN is with CBS, 
has declined to actively initiate the 
promotion of a northwestern loop. 

Portland and Seattle are the mar- 
kets appealing to Mutual. Inclusion 


of other Oregon or Washington radio | 


stations is considered remote. KOL, 
Seattle is generally mentioned as the 
prospective Mutual station for that 
city. 

Tom Symons of KFPY, Spokane, is 
due to have KXL, Portland if and 
when F.C.C. confirmation is forth- 
coming. 





Columbus, May 11. 
United Broadcasting Co.’s Buckeye 
Network faded recently when Crazy 
Water Crystals cancelled the Georgia 
Crackers daily show. Although 
WHKC, Columbus, and WHK-WJAY, 
Cleveland, were exchanging upwards 


of 30 programs a week, the Crystal! 
half-hour was the young network's | clu 
parently being worked out. 


only commercial and the Columbus- 











Esty Agency Develops Protective 


System in Ear-Opening Move: 
‘Idea’ Given Orally to Stenog 





Spokane Spanks 


Spokane, May 11. 


Spokane Federation of 
Women’s Organizations last 
week went on record as op- 


posed to five radio programs. 
‘March of Time’ was called the 
most offensive; ‘John’s Other 
Wife’ was branded as libel on 


business men and women; 
‘Twenty Thousand Years at 
Sing Sing,’ ‘Gangbusters’ and 


‘Pretty Kitty Kelly’ were called 
generally offensive. 

These are the worst offending 
programs, reported a committee 
which has been investigating 
air programs here two months. 
Others will be named later. 


CBS EYES FILM 
AGENCY ANGLE 











Lawrence Lowman, CBS v.p., de- 
clared Monday (11) that the net- 
work was not contemplating turning 
over its artists’ bureau for operation 
to some outside organization but 
what it might do is absorb an estab- 
lished talent booking organization. 
Main idea for this move would be 
to get a wedge into the booking end 
of the picture business and to ac- 
quire personnel experienced in that 
field. 

It is understood that Larry White 
of Columbia’s talent selling 
has approached several Hollywood 
agents on the sellout angle, but 
without any tangible results. 


DENVER RADIO ACCT. 





DRAWS FTC FROWN 





Washington, May 11. 

Crack-down on Mauthe & Son 
Remedy Co. of Denver, was prom- 
ised by the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion if outfit does not answer a com- 
plaint against its ‘Radio Active Hair 
Restorer’ within 20 days. 

Claims made in radio talks that 
the preparation is not a dye and that 
it will not injure ‘delicate scalps’ 
are untrue, Commish declared, and 
Mary Mauthe, proprietor of the dye 
company, must quit falsely repre- 
senting product or face a cease and 
desist order. 

Instead of restoring natural color, 
promoting growth and generally im- 
proving hair, tinting compound is 
just another dye, Commish pointed 
out, and may prove harmful ‘when 
used by certain persons.’ 








WLW Retags Frim Sisters; 
Also Signs Cooway, Wester '| 


Cincinnati, May 11. 


Three acts added to Crosley’s tal- | 


ent staff this week: Modernaires, 
male vocal and instrumental 
some, headed by Bill Cooway; Allan 


four- 


Wester, tenor, lately with the Buca- | 
vocal | 


neers, and the Frim Sisters, 
swing trio. 

Bob Kennett, program manager 
for WLW, conducted auditions in the 
Transamerican studio. He was as- 
sisted by Arthur Chandler, Jr., Cros- 
ley’s vet ear-bender on talent. 

Frim Sisters will undergo a name 


change for their work on the 500,000 | 


watter. Agented by Henry Frankel. 


Cleveland line was yanked im- 
mediately it went off the air. 

There is some talk of reviving the 
Buckeye in the fall, within or in- 
ff a Mutual dicker now ap- 


> . 


Very latest method by which an 
agency, in G@ealing with submissions 
of freelance program ‘idea’ persons, 
attempts to protect itself from sub- 
sequent plagiarism suits is the one 
adopted by the William Esty agency. 
And method imposes the severest 
straps yet tied to the ‘idea’ thinker- 
uppers. 

When and if the freelance gains 
access to the Esty script ogler, his 
typed prospectus is not looked at, 
rather he describes his brainchild 
while a secretary sits by and takes 
his words down in shorthand. De- 
scription is immediately converted 
into type, on a form upon which is 
printed statement that the idea ‘is 
the property of’ the agency. This 
form must be signed by the program 
ponderer before he is interviewed 
further. Form is also filled in with 
the figure the agency will pay the 


writer in event the ‘agency's idea’ 
is ever used, 
Iron-Clad 
Fact that the signed form is so 


iron-clad and yet the Esty agency 
continues to get ‘idea’ conceivers to 
agree to its terms has other agencies 
considering adoption of same form. 
Doors of agencies have been long 
locked to thinker-uppers and latter 
seem willing to sign almost anything 
to get ideas before a possible buyer. 

Figure which the Esty agency asks 
those interviewed to sign for accept- 
ance is rarely more than $100; more 
often it is around $50. And in the 
signed agreement there is no prom- 
ise that Esty will ever use any of 
the ideas submitted. 





‘Lever Bres. Summer Wax 


office | 


Seeks New Circulation; 


Uses NBC, Sidesteps CBS 


Ruthrauff & Ryan is placing a 
pack of five-min. e.t.’s for Lever 
Bros. (Rinso and Lifebuoy) on stae 
tions from coast to coast for summer 
campaign, 

Agency is spotting the biz on NBC 
affiliates and indie broadcasters, 
skipping where at all possible CBS 
cogs. Thought is that Rinso and 
Lifebuoy Columbia net shows during 
winter sank the grappling irons in 
one slice of public, so to get another 
listening group the opposish hintere 
land stations will receive the warme 
months’ transcription campaign. 











Agitate DST for D. C. 


Washington, May 11. 
Hot dispute as to whether the na- 
| tion’s capital shall join up with other 
| cities in daylight saving for the sum- 
| mer months will be aired Wednesday 
(12) and the next day over WRC. 
Talk by Representative Leo Sacks, 
Democrat, of Pennsylvania, who has 
introduced a bill for sunlight exten- 
sion in the District of Columbia, will 


| make an appeal to the natives during 
the first program. Gordon Hitten- 
mark, WRC announcer, will follow 
up Thursday with his ‘man-in-the- 
street’ program—contacting govern- 
ment workers as they leave their 


buildings and also 
trians and 


ideas. 


stopping pedes- 
motorists to get their 





Dale Wimbrow’s Revival 


Detroit, May 11. 
Dale Wimbrow, skipper of the old 


| ‘Natchez’ program heard over CBS 


| several years ago, has resurrected 
the show for thrice-weekly broad- 
cast over WXYZ, where he’s produce 
'ing commercials. 

| Wimbrow, who was known as 
| ‘Mississippi Minstrel’ on the old pro- 
| gram, guides the new ‘showboat? 
|abetted by Marguerite Werner, ore 
| sanist, who provides ‘caliope’ tunes, 
Skipper also using nun poems 
\he's written but never published, 
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~ These people paid Ii sec 


“ MarvelB picture 
like a réifamily!’ 
Little tdjund Fie 
steel, 146 Poph 
Ave., Bri 


Seige 


Soc gi pckeenes = 35 net naman Salons. 

















“One of the best I’ve 
seen in years!””—Charles 
Arodeci, 670 Bushwick 
Ave., Brooklyn. 


“Should be seen by 
everybody!” — Nathan 
Schnipper, 1486 Morris 
Ave., Bronx. 





“As a mother I think it 
is the best picture I have 
seen!” — Mrs. R. Soklow, 
302 Eastern Parkway 
Brooklyn. 


‘MAKE WAY FOR TO! 


BEULAH BONDI, FAY BAINTER, THOMAS MITCHEL, 







“Would advise everyone 
to see it!” — Elizabeth 
Schwarz, 320 Washing- 
ton St., Hoboken, N. J. 


**One of the best!”’ Mary 
Synkew, Raritan, N. J 
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MAKE WAY FOR TOMORROW’ surprised Hollywood 


At sneak preview picture-wise audience commented: “Joyous, touching and tragic” 
... absorbing”. . “tremendous panorama of life”. . .“beautifully acted and direc- 
ted”...“One of the most sincere pictures we have ever seen.” Douglas W. Churchill, 
in New York Times of May 2nd wrote: “One of the finest motion pictures to 


emerge from Hollywood in many seasons.” 


"MAKE WAY FOR TOMORROW §$repeats in New York 


World premiere at New Criterion Theatre, New York, brought this amazing com- 
ment from newspaper critics: “An extraordinarily fine motion picture... may 
be counted upon to bid for a place among the ten best of 1937” —Frank S. Nugent 
New York Times. “Here is a motion picture masterpiece” —Robert Garland, Journal 
“31/2 stars... Deeply moving film drama”—Kate Cameron, Daily News. “A new, bold, 
handsome, infinitely stirring picture” — Bland Johaneson, Mirror. “Should not be 
missed” — Howard Barnes, Herald-Tribune. “Should be seen by every mother, father, 
son and daughter” — Eileen Creelman, New York Sun. “Excellent... hard to remember 
~ when the screen has been honored with a more bitterly tragic and truthful pres- 


entation from life.” — Archer Winsten, New York Post. 




















i 


d 





see “MAKE WAY FOR TOMORROW” and loved every minute of it!* 




















arvelt picture... 
are bai” “wonderful h “Wonderful picture!” 
le Elhind Field. onderful...there — Kate Ross, 629 W 


mB aren't adjectives enough 
« @. to describe it!”—Stanley 
Mahler, 212 E. 117th St., 
N.Y. C. 


21, 145 Popham 115th St, N. Y. C. 


., Bri 











“We thought the picture 
was the nearest thing in 
life to ours!” —Mr. and 
Mrs. Minhofer, 2035 
Palmetto St., Brooklyn. 






j **Made me laugh and 
Bb , ery!” Ralph A. Marshall, 
* 22 Riverside Drive. 


‘ er NV. Y.C. 


“Hundreds more comments on file. 


NORROW with victor moore ie 


tL) Produced and directed by Leo McCarey 22°: 


“One of best pictures’ 
I have ever seen!” —Mrs. 
John J. Crowley, 3934 
New Hempshire Ave., 
Washington, D. C. 
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England, Land of ‘Model’ Radio, Feeds 
United States Bawdy Bedroom Farce 





By BOB LANDRY 


Rudy Vallee’s London broadcast 
last Thursday (6), was notable for, 
among other things: 

(a) Sheer spectacularity in in- 
ternational radio showmanship 

(b) A very, very English an- 
nouncer trying to put that Yankee 
zip into his descriptions of Royal 
Gelatine and sounding very funny 
indeed to Americar ears. 

(c) Charles Laughton doing 
‘Love For Love,’ naughty restora- 
tion farce by Congreve and doing 
it unexpurgated with the broadest 
sex innuendo probably ever heard 
on the customarily chaste Ameri- 
can kilocycles. 

Maybe, all things considered, item 
C should be mentioried first. There 
was a loud bellowing two years ago 
when a Mexican government-spon- 
sored program used a song with 
archaic Spanish lyrics that trans- 
lated naughty. This Laughton ear- 
ful in English was all too clear and 
precise after the fashion of its erotic 
author, who always managed to con- 
vey the thought. 


Beginning with the loudest actor- 
generated kisses ever to leap the At- 
lantic ocean with the aid of radio- 
telephonic impulses, the indigo ses- 
sion with Elsa Lanchester (Mrs. 
Laughton) as the femme half was 
nothing more nor less than a slightly 
fancy seduction scene. The dialog 
permitted no two interpretations as 
to what the libertine had in mind 
after pushing open the bedroom 
door. 


Maybe it proves something about 
American advertisers who go to 
London for special programs. Al- 
ways sophisticated, the Rudy Vallee 
variety program has now passed the 
rubicon. And it remained for Eng- 
land, home of the ‘superior’ radio 
about which so much propaganda is 
heard in American’ educational 
circles, to touch a new high—or low 
—in bawdiness. 


That ‘Love For Love’ thing may or 
may not draw a smacko reaction. 
Static Thursday night may have 
cushioned the impact. But whether 
a big splash or just a minor ripple 
follows, it was a major blunder. It 
violated the radio proprieties so con- 
spicuously and so boldly that it must 
have given many thoughtful Ameri- 
can broadcasting executives goose- 
pimples. 

Static was the unknown quantity 
of the program anyhow. On the 
Manhattan west side reception was 
poor after a day of explosive elec- 
trical showers. Audience noise came 
through like the muffled roar of the 
stadium at a Yale-Princeton messing- 
around. Both applause and laughter 
disturbing throughout, A. T. & T. 
(not RCA) brought in program from 
B.B.C., which broadcast in England 
but rigorously excluded commercials 
—even from studio audience. 


Vallee himself sounded best. After 
him Sterling Holloway’s Lancaster 
dialect registered clearer. Oddity in 
that. And perhaps a fine tribute to 
the performer’s diction. Will Fyffe 
was crisp, but did not have quite 
the crystal ring of Holloway. Engi- 
neering or atmospheric factors may 
of course be the explanation. Binnie 
Hale suffered most from fading, al- 
though Richard Tauber’s high regis- 
ter did not survive the journey well. 


Program was nicely timed and ar- 
ranged barring the Laughton indis- 
cretion (especially noticeable coming 
during the peak of the burlesque 
clean-up in New York), and the con- 
ception and showmanly sock of the 
whole undertaking are worthy of 
high commendation. Vallee was 
gracious and tactful in a foreign 
land, neither gushing over the Eng- 
lish nor bringing in the hands- 
across-the-sea line of patter. He 
brought with him a spiel about real 
strawberries inste: . of chemically- 
simulated ones. Included, too, in- 
evitably was the literary allusion to 
the coronation and royalty and the 
‘Royal’ gelatin trademark of Stand- 
ard Brands. 


Assuming that static (frequently 
bad in west side Manhattan on 
stormy nights via WEAF) was not a 
serious question elsewhere, the spon- 
sor had a good show for his money. 
And perhaps a gooc scare for the 
dip into the ‘classics’ from the old 
Vic. 








Follow-Up Comment | 


Jack Pearl’s weekly stint anent 
the dialect tribulations of Baron 
Munchhausen on last week’s hearing 
(7) seem forced and unfunny, espe- 
cially in the latter half. Pearl is a 
noted word-mangler, but he needs 
snappier material than this present 
script. 

Topical stuff about burlesque shut- 
down and Hollywood film strike is 
okay and many of the comic’s puns 
azetfumny, but the house decorating 
st@fh fell flat, as did the Munchausen 
Drama Guild presentation of “The 
Private Life of Christopher Colum- 
bus’ as the program finale. Latter 
sequence is saved somewhat by 
amusing sound effects and Tommy 
Dorsey’s orchestral interruptions. 
Dorsey band fills in some tricky 
rhythms in the 30-minute workout, 
with Edith Wright chirping a chorus 
or two at intervals. Morton Bowe, 
tenor soloist, provided a single bal- 
lad, smoothly sung, and ‘Sharley’ 
Cliff Hall, as usual, straights effec- 
tively for the baron. 

Sponsor’s plugs for the two brands 
of ciggies is handled by an introduce- 
tory spiel (in several voices) at the 
start, plus a somewhat silly finale 
commercial in which a confab is held 
between a Kentucky Derby trainer 
and his.horse concerning the -prod- 
ucts and their valuable premiums. 
Trainer seemed to try to talk like 
W. C. Fields without much success. 
Chatter was tied up to the fact that 
sponsor finances the Derby broad- 
cast from NBC. 





Court of Human Relations period 
on NBC, sponsored by True Story 
mag, went in for lot of intricate and 
unbelievable plot-weaving in the ‘I 
Betrayed My Own Son’ installment. 
Story from the June issue of the 
mag, as per usual, the court’s verdict 
is left to the radio jury, with cash 
prizes, at a $100 top, for the best 
decision. 
In order to pack a complete dia- 
logic yarn into 30 minutes it is, of 
course, necessary to skip rapidly 
through the action of a tear-jerker 
such as this, but the result was too 
sketchy in its development for com- 
plete listener comfort. This partic- 
ular story, a success yarn climaxed 
by tragedy, is trashy stuff at best, 
and it is not helped by the double- 
quick methods used. Fault is not the 
actors’ for the playing is okay. It 
is the story itself that fails to im- 
press, due to its jerky exposure. 
Program has the usual organ 
background for atmosphere and 
Charles O’Connor is the announcer. 
Commercial plugs go a bit heavy in 
selling the merits of True Story. 





Delmar Edmundson, who has been 
the ‘editor’ on Heinz morning show 
(CBS), has enlarged duties now that 
guest stars from the literary world, 
etc., seem to be out. On the Friday 
(7) broadcast, he delved into the 
relationship of Sir James Barrie to 


his mother. Tied up with Sunday’s 
mother’s day and Barrie’s 77th 
birthday. 


All in all, it was a touching mono- 
log that had been written in advance 
to bring out the rich human values 
and was delivered by Edmundson 
in just the right combination of 
sentiment and dignity. It was—as 
sheer talk can sometimes be—a 
dramatic one-two to the button. 





Ben Bernie’s American Can show 
last week (4) over NBC blue was 
notable for several reasons. One was 
that it marked comedian’s debut 
with his new orchestra. Other was 
presence of Ethel Shutta as guestee. 
Both lifted session. 

In general setup, Bernie’s program 
remains pretty much along lines that 
have brought listener following. 
Major portion devoted to twisted- 
English spoofing. Orchestra gets in 
a few numbers, with Bernie’s ‘lads’ 
also coming in for a turn apiece. 
With Freddie Berrins batoning, new 
band is improvement over Bernie’s 
former crew. 

Ethel Shutta was wallopy, showing 
nice enunciation, personality, vibrant 
voice and exceptional rhythm sense 
with ‘That’s Why the Lady Is a 
Tramv’ and then comedy knack with 
‘The Merry-Go-Round Broke Down.’ 





John Charles Thomas offered his 
own composition, ‘Mother,’ as one of 
three song numbers for his guest 
shot last Sunday (9) night on the 
General Motors symph hour over 
NBC blue. Was in connection with 
Mother’s Day. Baritone also sang 
‘Road to Mandalay’ and Toreador 
song from Bizet’s opera, ‘Carmen.’ 
Had choral accompaniment for final 
one. Baritone whammed all three 
over in his customary socko style. 
One of the best voices in the concert 
meg plus unusual showmanship 
air. 





Jello’s commercial on Jack Benny’s 
show last Sunday night (9) was some 
sort of new blurbing high. With 
color the keynote of the season, read 





the spiel, listeners should buy Jello 


HINDENBURG CRASH DISU 
Herbert Morrison, Charles Nehlsen 
Talk 

10 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thurs., May 6 

WEAF—NBC, New York 


NBC shelved a 10-year policy 
against broadcasting recorded mate- 
rial in order to bring this extraor- 
dinary document to listeners. It 
aired the disc on two occasions the 
day after the catastrophe, first over 
the blue (WJZ) link at 5:30, EDST, 
and again over both the blue and 
the red (WEAF) network at 11:30 
that night. What has been imprinted 
on this platter will likely serve as 
spine-tingling stuff for years to 
come, with the chances being that 
it will be loaned from the WLS, 
Chicago library, each time that a 
program undertakes to review the 
outstanding events of 1937 or to pre- 
sent some cavalcade of modern 
tragedies. 


Herbert Morrison, WLS staff an- 
nouncer, and Chas. Nehlsen, an en- 
gineer with the station, had come 
to Lakehurst, N. J., to record the 
landing of the Hindenburg for use 
at some future date when the out- 
let elected to put on a program cele- 
brating some anniversary of trans- 
atlantic passenger aviation. It was 
while Morrison was pouring into his 
equipment on the field a description 
of the Zeppelin’s. arrival that the 
tragedy broke. What the disc cap- 
tured after that sums up as an amaz- 
ing study in horror-provoked hys- 
teria. 

As reported by the disc, Morri- 
son’s first reaction was a wild gasp. 
He is next heard yelling for his 
partner to get cut of the way. A 
few seconds later there is an ex- 
plosion and then a devastating quiet. 
When the sound is on again it is 
Morrison, babbling incoherently and 
crying between staccato outbursts. 
He keeps repeating that he can’t look 
any more and pleads that he must 
step away. When his voice resumes 
it is that of a man who has gained 
control of himself and he tells of 
helping some of the escaped passen- 
gers to the sidelines. Odec., 


DUTCH REGAN 
*‘Today’s Winners’ 

15 Mins.—Local 
PENN TOBACCO CO. 
9:15 p. m. Daily 
WHO, Des Moines 


This sportcast summarizing the 
day’s happenings in the world of 
sports will be handled by ‘Dutch’ 
Reagan, WHO’s ace sports announcer 
until he leaves next month for 
Hollywood to make pictures for 
Warner Bros. A natural for Reagan 
who has built local prominence as 
an all ’round sports announcer since 
he joined WHO's staff four years 
ago. 

Opening to the tune of ‘In the 
Good Old Summer Time,’ baseball 
scores, including runs, hits, errors 
and injuries, are listed on games 
played that day, in addition to 
schedules and personality highlights 
on the players of national note. 

Also included are reports on the 
latest boxing bouts, horse and auto 
racing, and this particular program 
gave detailed information on the 
‘One Play’ O’Brien memorial foot- 
ball game scheduled to be held at 
Notre Dame on May 2. 

Although the program is sponsored 
by the Penn Tobacco Co., Regan 
took occasion to tell Bobby Griffin 
(announcer on the program) about 
a talk with a 15-year-old boy he saw 
smoking that day—the reasons he 
gave the boy for waiting to smoke 
until he was older—the boy’s reac- 
tion, etc. This bit was cleverly in- 
troduced. Moorhead. 


DELL KING 
Discs, Dialect Blurbs 
15 Mins.—Local 
PETER FOX BREWING CO. 
Daily, 5:00 p. m. SDST 
WGN, Chicago 
(Schwimmer & Scott) 

Program idea is slick example of 
opportunism. Gambles on the 
amount of time after finish of the 
ball game, up to the next 15-minute 
mark, or to 5:15. Consists of swing 
recordings introduced by high pres- 
sure comedy announcing. Dell King 
does a swell job as the announcer, 
keeping up the pace set by the 
swingiest of the swing records, and 
the commercial is done in comedy 
dialect throughout, sometimes one 
accent, and sometimes another. 





for its beeootiful tints and shades. 
Nothing will make a dinner table so 
gay and colorful and inviting as a 
dish of lovely, sparkling Jello. 
Which should rate something or 
other for pulling a reason out of the 
distant ozone. 

Same Jack Benny show also of- 
fered an example of a growing trend 
in studio audience programs. Benny, 
Mary Livingstone, Phil Harris and 
Don Wilson were all plenty slow on 
picking up lines. That was probably 
due to waiting for audience laughs 
to fade, but it merely slowed the 
comedy to the ether listeners. Just 
another instance of the difficulties 
of adjusting radio entertainment to 





the two distinct audiences, 





BEN DOVA (Joseph Spah) 
With Robert L. Ripley 
FLEISCHMANN 

Sunday, 7.30 p. m. EDST 
WJZ, New York 


(J. Walter Thompson) 


Here was a grand piece of show- 
manship fumbled by clumsy han- 
dling. Ben Dova (real name Joseph 
Spah), standard vaudeville acrobat, 
was one of the survivors of Thurs- 
day’s Zeppelin explosion. William 
Morris agency, which handles him, 
quickly had him substituted for an- 
other guestee on Robert L. Ripley’s 
‘Believe It or Not’ show Sunday (9) 
night for Standard Brands over the 
NBC blue. So far so good. In fact, 
so far a masterpiece. 

As should be obvious to anyone, 
particularly a radio scripter, how- 
ever, any interview or story for radio 
or newspaper should tell the whole 
story, or at least all the essential de- 
tails. Listener or reader shouldn’t 
have to ask further questions. And 
that is precisely where Ben Dova’s 
guest shot failed worst. When the 
interview was over there were any 
number of vital points unexplained— 
in fact not even mentioned. 

What, for instance, is the acrobat’s 
stage name? That was never re- 
vealed. What was he doing on the 
Hindenburg, was it a pleasure trip 
or was he returning to the U. S. to 
fill an engagement? How was he 
hurt and what were the extent of his 
injuries? Only thing to suggest 
Bendova was banged up was men- 
tion that he was taken from the hos- 
pital for the broadcast. What are the 
acrobat’s opinions about another zep 
trip and what does he think of air 
travel in general? And so on and 
on. 

Furthermore, in a script show of 
this kind, the constant cross-ques- 
tions by Ripley served merely to in- 
terrupt the flow of what might have 
been a thrilling story. If Bendova 
isn’t naturally a ready talker the 
scripting should have taken care of 
that. But Ripley’s repeated prompt- 
ing and his taking over of the nar- 
ration from time to time softened the 
dramatic wallop. Hobe. 


‘VANISHING NEW YORKERS’ 
With Frankie Basch, Roy Campbell 

Quartet, Joe Tobin, Anton Leader 
Novelty 
15 Mins.; Local 
Sustaining 
Wednesday, 8:45 EDST 
WMCA, New York 

Okay twist on the ‘human interest’ 
vogue in radio. Station WMCA’s 
versatile chief exploiteer, Larry 
Nixon, is writer and director of a 
quarter-hour program that lays con- 
duits to unusual occupations for pro- 
gram material. On the sample 
caught, one of the handful of black- 
smiths still whamming the anvil in 
New York was brought to the studio 
and interviewed. Quizzing done by 
Frankie Basch was the core of the 
program. But production values 
were added through orchestra, quar- 
tet and narrator. 

Blacksmith’s history was suggested 
musically and historically as a pre- 
lude to the actual example. Tech- 
nological unemployment has received 
considerable discussion in recent 
years, so on the economic, as well as 
the human and dramatic side, pro- 
gram’s idea is of interest. It’s been 
nicely timed, paced and broken up 
for light and shade. ; 

Miss Basch has had plenty of in- 
terviewing experience on WMCA, 
and handles it okay. Anton Leader’s 
voice is well suited to narrating, 
while Tobin does the routine spiel- 
ing. Program as directed uses a 
variety of narrative methods to un- 
fold its theme. Land. 


PICADILLY MUSIC HALL 
With John Goldsworthy, Bennett 
and Wolverton, Fred Zimbalist, 

Jack Baker, Ruth Lyon, Charles 

Sears, Escorts and Betty, Cadets 

Quartet, Sylvia Clark, Harold 

Peary, Jay Romney, Arthur Kohn, 

Al Short’s orchestra 
Variety 
60 Mins. 

Sustaining 
Tuesdays, 10:00 p.m. CDST 
WENR, Chicago 

At least one of the reasons why 
radio producers often fail when they 
try to do a vaudeville air revue, is 
pretty well illustrated by this show. 
That reason is that they seemingly 
do not know what vaudeville is, nor 
do they realize that some sort of a 
compromise between the two media 
is necessary for a vaudeville air 
show. 

This full hour shot, supposedly 
modeled after an English music hall 
show, fails to do its job, for the most 
part, because the comedy turns are 
nothing but annoying waits between 
excellent musical numbers. Without 
exception, everything connected 
with the musical portion of the show 
was grade A; this includes orchestra, 
vocalists and instrumentalists. But 
the so-called comedy turns, intro- 
duced in British (?) accent, are of 
such stuff that it may now be 
doubted that a woman was the cause 
of Windsor leaving his country. 

Only comedy turn to get out of 
the mud was Sylvia Clark, and hers 
is worth a study by producers. In 
the monologues, she replaces the 
loss of sight stuff, with the advan- 
tages broadcasting gives in more ef- 
fective vocal gyrations. That, and 
the fact that monologues are within 
the bounds of radio projection, make 
Sylvia Clark as a standout on the air 
as on the stage. 





——=2 


W. C. FIELDS 
With Edgar Bergen, Don Ameche 
Werner Janssen Orch., Ann Hard. 
ing, Dorothy Lamour, Richard 
Rogers, Larry Hart, Ray Middleton 

60 Mins. 

CHASE & SANBORN 

Sunday, 8 P.M. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


(J. Walter Thompson) 


Thompson agency spent a great 
deal of time, energy and worry as- 
sembling the show, but as yet all 
details have not been smoothed. It 
is expected that show will be steam- 
lined during the summer months, 
and emerge in its full flowering by 
autumn. 


Opening exhibit was so studded 
with names and talent it couldn't 
possibly have missed _ altogether. 
Most impressive portion was the 
stretch devoted to W. C. Fields who 
is set for a run on this stanza. 
He had Ameche straightening for 
him as well as Bergen’s dummy, 
‘Charlie MacCarthy,’ and ran off with 
the show. 


Ameche does the general m.c.’ing, 
and the job he turned in on the 
opening program was an excellent 
one. He got in his own big inning 
opposite Ann Harding in two scenes 
from Molnar’s, “The Guardsman.’ 
Miss Harding strained a bit in her 
characterization, but Ameche had a 
headlock on his assignment, Essence 
of the play not too well projected 
in the seven minutes devoted to it. 

Bergen, who has had meteoric 
zoom in radio since he broke broad- 
cast ground on the Vallee period fast 
December didn’t have particularly 
good material for so auspicious an 
cecasion as his first network star- 
dom. His act continues a swell air 
novelty, but he'll have to keep his 
grip via material. 

Songwriting team of Dick Rodgers 
and Larry Hart gabbed a few 
answers to Ameche’s quizzing on 
their trade, and baritone Ray Mid- 
dleton obliged by singing team’s ‘All 
Points West,’ the exceedingly long 
combo of oratorio and playlet which 
is team’s most ambitious effort to 
date. .Middleton did very well, and 
the inclusion of the song was de- 
cidedly one of the program’s high- 
lights. 

Dorothy Lamour was on early, 
singing ‘What Will I Tell My Heart?’ 
in her sultry soprano. : 

Janssen’s orch sounded pretty slick 
on the whole, but director seems to 
have a tendency to use arrangements 
that are too complicated for general 


appeal. i 
Demeweial was inserted but 
thrice, each time briefly. Bert. 


‘TRAPPED’ 

With Joseph Boland, Lois Jesson, 
Jean Ellyn, Robert Bruce, Blair 
Davies, William Hackett, Henry 
Gurvey, George Reid 

Melodrama 

30 Mins.; Local 

FINLAY-STRAUS 

Wednesday, 9 p. m., EDST 

WMCA, New York ; 
This is one of a series of ‘detective 

mysteries’ sponsored by a local credit 
house. Judged as a local station, 
small budget production, it’s pulp- 
wood stuff of probable appeal to the 
mental pitch of those to whom Fin- 
lay-Straus no doubt appeals. 

Author is Milton Lewis. He has 
the pulpwood knack of tricking the 
plot to keep suspense running. It’s 
flapdoodle, but not without crafts- 
manship. ‘Trapped’ is possibly some- 
what weaker as a story than some of 
his other efforts, and used the situa- 
tion of kidnapping, which has been 
hashed over previously. After mak- 
ing it look bad for a political boss, it 
develops that latter is innocent vic- 
tim of crooks. A sample of author's 
imagination and sense of novelty. 

WMCA averages about $20 a script 
for this are of writing. Plenty of 
sides to fill out the best part of 30 
minutes of solid gab. Breaks it up 
with a few tricks, such as broadcasts 
of news information as an integral 
part of plot. Sidesteps the old tele- 
phone stunt of story-telling. Phil 
Barrison directs. ; 

Performances, like the production 
itself, suffice. Quickie stuff strictly. 
Limited to its own class level, but 
for that purpose probably good 
enough. Land 
‘HOUSE UNDIVIDED’ 

With Norman Fields, Jane Morgan, 
Vangie Beilby, Charles Carroll, 
Bea Benadaret, Elliott Lewis, 
Mary Lansing, Cliff Carpenter, 
Mary McIntosh, Ed Porter. 

15 Mins.—Coast 

GENERAL FOODS 

Daily, 11:15 a.m. 

KHJ, Don Lee, Los Angeles 


(Young & Rubicam) 


Another of the morning script- 
teasers that doesn’t transcend or fall 
below the mean level of this type of 
air performance. Piece was written 
by Herbert Conner in what he pre- 
ferred to call two books. After first 
ran its course as a sustainer and 
built up a fair following along the 
coast, Young & Rubicam stepped in 
and took over the sequel for La 
France and Satina, a pair of wash- 
day helpers. J 

Second section of home life in a 
small burg revolves about the poli- 
tical ambitions of a Dr. Jim, played 
by Norman Fields with conviction. 
Jane Morgan, as his wife, is okay as 
are the others caught on the opener. 
James Burton keeps the production 
flavored with homey sentimentality. 

Ten stations of the Don Lee chain 
take the show. It should easily hold 
its own with the other ante meridia’ | 

serial scripters. Hi 
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KENTUCKY DERBY 

Clem McCarthy 

45 Minutes 

BROWN & WILLIAMSON 

Saturday, May 8 

WIZ—NBC, New York 
(B. B. D. & O.) 


Kool Cigarettes sponsored the 
broadcast of the annual classic at 
Churchill Downs, a prized one-time 
commercial. 

Clem McCarthy described the con- 
test, turning in one of his best mike 
performances. He never hi 
nor was uncertain in relating the 
important contest. Attempting to ex- 
clude the surge of enthusiasm from 
his voice, the thrill of the race was 
nevertheless always present. 

Reporting a horse race is not the 
easiest of sports coverage by radio. 
Indeed, it’s probably the most diffi- 
cult and it is likely that 
learned more of what went on than 
those at the track because McCarthy 
is well informed and knows his 
giddy-aps. 

Preliminary comment, too, was In- 
teresting, and all those with wagers 
on the 20 nags in the race got a 
measure of satisfaction though they 
didn’t win. (Around New York the 
day of the race favorite was dis- 
regarded and thoroughbreds of lesser 
: came into favor). 

the winner, never 


class 


miral, 


hesitated | 





JEAN PAUL KING 
News 
15 Mins.— Local 
HOUSEHOLD FINANCE CORP. 
Daily, 7:45 a.m. 
WABC, New York 
(B.B.D. & O.) 
Newcomer to air 





news commen- | 


tating although does Newsreel gab— | 


for Hearst. 
straight 
releases. 

Sponsor is endeavoring to interest 
possible borrowers among 
a.m. risers where cabbage scarcity 
abounds. Has a break in being the 


| first news reporter (strictly that) on 


listeners | 


War Ad- | 
was in| 


doubt after the barrier was sprung | 


and McCarthy sensed that. 
Commercials were brief and well 

written but monotonously delivered 

in a flat thin voice by an obscure an- 


nouncer. 

In the three quarters of an hour 
broadcast interest was maintained 
throughout. Race itself took slightly 


over two minutes and seemed to be 
over in half that time. There will 
be a number of stake races on the 
air during the season but none will 
probably be more satisfactory to the 
man listening. A difference of opin- 
ion creates the odds in races as, for 
instance, the idea of Postmaster Far- 
ley who spoke for a moment or so 
and said he favored Reaping Reward. 
It is unlikely that there were many 
nays to McCarthy’s report. 

Buzz of excitement was present 
but did not intrude. Some locale 
boosting, etc., when the band played 
‘My Old Kentucky Home.’ Ibee. 





ACTORS REPERTORY CO. 
‘Supply and Demand’ 
Sustaining 
30 Mins. 
Sunday, 7 p.m. DST 
WABC-CBS, New York 

New drama written for radio by 
Irwin Shaw, author of stage playlet, 
‘Bury the Dead.’ 
fair grasp of radio scripting tech- 


|} in the feature mill. 


Shaw indicated a | 
/ sound effects of 


nique, while Worthington Miner, who 
directed ‘Excursion,’ current legit hit, | 


touch 
with 


demonstrated his directional 
in collabing on the staging 
Irving Reis. 

‘Supply and Demand’ theorizes and 
indicates that steps should be taken 


to drastically alter current methods | 


of U. S. food distribution. May make 
some people think but, like other 
plays of propaganda hue, it offers no 
solution to the so-called problem. As 
a source of entertainment, produc- 
tion is useful only as a study in radio 
presentation technique. 

Playlet employs symbolic effects, 
with refrains from ‘America’ running 
through and exaggerated episodes in- 
jected to stress the focal idea—that 
everybody should be better fed than 
under the present system of supply 
and demand. Acting uneven; half 


the air, but needs a little more to 
SuStain interest. King uses a Graham 
McNamee delivery and _ intonation. 
Also 


noted some speech slips. 
On catch King was slightly clut- 
tered up with mishap to the giant 
German zep Hindenburg so conse- 


quently had little time for anything 


else on his quarter-hour. Slipped 
in a good plug for newsreels 
Hurl, 

CHATEAU RADIO NEWS RE- 

PORTER 
News Dramatization 
30 Minutes—Regional 
BORDEN’S CHEESE 
WNAC, Boston 

(Young & Rubicam) 
One of several sectional, locally 


produced dramatizations of news, 
this brings to New England listeners 
local news in spot and feature form. 
If standard of comparison 
dramatized news programs is 
‘March of Time,’ this is below 
according to that standard. 
ever, as a seller of cheese for 
den’s it is definitely okay. 

Local stories presumably 
more interest for local 
This should build up a 
tuners-in as the weeks 
‘News Reporter’ airs 
6:30. 

Human angle to 
heavily underscored 
tized by players, 
attempt 
by the 


the 


Bor- 


hold 
listeners. 
string of 
roll 


each story is 
and drama- 
Announcers do not 


‘March of Time’ key man, 
and for that the producer deserves 
credit. Blurbage down to a mini- 
mum and in good taste. 

Feature stuff is from 12 to 36 
hours old—spot news is up-to-min- 
ute: forest fires, ete. Two 


chasing a liner in a speed boat; a/ 39 Mins. 


woman throwing a baby out a win- 
dow at a fire; an oldster passing his 
road driving test in 


off. | 
Tuesdays at} 
| ence. 


_Sticks to more or less | 
recitation of United Press| 
| Cooper 


early | 


JERRY COOPER 


With Raymond Paige orchestra, Igor | 


Gorin, Shirley Ross, Errol Flynn, 
Mauch Twins, Louella Parsons, St. 
Luke’s Choristers, Ken Niles. 

60 Mins. 

CAMPBELL’S SOUP 

Friday, 9 p.m., EDST 

WABC-NBC, New York 

(F. Wallis Armstrong) 


the exception of Jerry 
replacing Fred MacMurray 
as m. c., Campbell's ‘Hollywood Ho- 
tel’ continues about as was. Last 
week’s shot (7), however, was super- 
high hat edition. Film &vamatization 
was ‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB), with 
beaucoup attention to Coronation 
ceremonies. Stanza also included 
tabloid version of ‘Rigoletto,’ with 
Igor Gorin as lead tonsiler. All very 
high-toned radio fodder. 


With 


‘Hotel’ sticks to same program set- 


up. First half is variety show with 
Jerry Cooper, Shirley Ross, Igor 
Gorin, Ken Niles and Raymond 
Paige band. Second half brings the 
pic dramatization, with Louella Par- 
sons. Errol Flynn and the Mauch 
Twins repeated roles they play in 
current ‘Prince and Pauper.’ That 
| program arrangement is rather a 
mongrel mixture, but it carries 
plenty of ammunition to catch and 


for | 


par, | 
How- 


to copy the zippy pace set | 
| Show had one obvious dialog lapse, | 
either Miss Parsons or Flynn flub- | 


| long pause. 


| J wonrr y 
women | MEMPHIS COTTON 


Massachusetts, | 


and a Coast Guard rescue, were grist | 


was mike 
Russell, the 88-year-old man 
passed the driver's test. 

Fair musical transitions, okay 
typewriters and 
city room noises, help move along a 
smartly paced program. All in all, 


who 


tract a considerable 


| Dealer campaign, coordinating with 


excellent and the other half 50% | 


poor or faltering. Players were 
taken from the Actors Repertory 
Company which did ‘Bury the Dead.’ 
Performances generally failed to 
measure up to the production and in- 
cidental effects so plainly in evi- 
dence. Wear. 


UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA 
With John Held, Jr. 
36 Mins. 
PONTIAC 
Friday, 10:30 p. m., EDST 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(McManus, John & Adam) 

Pontiac’s campus series still has 
one strong point. But that point is 
also its greatest weakness. 


i 


radio contract. includes counter 
card and window display 
dramatizing the news broadcast. 


Fox. 





‘SECOND HURRICANE’ 

Shildren’s Opera 
60 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 4 n. m. DST 
WABC-CBS, New York 

This ‘opera,’ Columbia’s final sa- 
lute to National Music Week, of lim- 
ited entertainment scope. Strictly in 
the culture mob. It’s original chil- 


an American composer. 
Was given 


Added touch | 


appearance of Robinson | WMC 


hold large audience. Particularly 
strong on marquee values. Continues 
one of punchiest variety shows on 
the air. 

Jerry Cooper's stay on program of 
this weight should vive him billing 
stature. He has attractive ether per- 
sonality and is stronger singing bet 
than Fred MacMurray, whom he re- 
places. Lazy style is pleasant. 

Shirley Ross is acceptable for 
femme vocal chores, though only a 
stand-in for Frances Langford 
whom she’s replacing. Fairly pleas- 
ant voice, but needs more rhythmic 
zip and punchier song-selling. Such 
operatic ventures as ‘Rigoletto’ seem 
misplaced on program of this sort. 
Apparently wowed the studio audi- 


‘Prince and Pauper’ 
show was meaty stuff. 
Iv cashed in on 
Coronation and 


portion of 
And certain- 
current interest in 
royalty in general. 


bing a cue entirely and causing a 


Hobe. 


FESTIVAL 
Songs and Music 


Sustaining 

Friday, 11:30 p.m. 

WEAF, New York 
Cotton Fete officially 


spans May 
11-15, so as an 


advance buildup, 
Memphis, fed a _ flock of 
warblers and windjammers to the 
NBC-red including winners of a con- 
test conducted among youthful and 
student musical aspirants. As an in- 
terest-exciter for the coming festi- 


; | val, it might just as well have been 
a commendable job that should at-| 


following. | 


| that 
setups, | 





trying to entice back 
vaude. 

Cotton show got no oral blurbing 
might have explained it, and 
hence, awakened no- enthusiasm 
from regions other than deepest 
Dixie. Entertainers were relied 
upon, and proved very lightweight. 

A contest had been run off and the 
winners to show were: The A Ca- 
pella Choir of Harding College; bari- 
tone Sherman Barry bleating Wag- 
ner’s ‘To the Evening Star’ from 
‘Tannhauser’; fancy fiddler Frank 


two-a-day 


Pullman going bravely bravura with | 


‘La Gitane,’ one of the standard ex- 
ercises of Kreisler; tenor Walter 


| Moore mooing ‘Eyes Have Told Me 


| So’; 
dren's operatic effort turned out by | 


Home Town Ramblers, a hill- 
billy band thrum-thrumming ‘“Tur- 


| key in Straw’; soprano Ethel Taylor 


every opportunity to. 


be an outstanding musical contribu- | 


tion by CBS staff. Network used its 
symphony orchestra, put in Lamon 
Engel as conductor and_ spotted 
Henry MeNeil as narrator. 
net achievement was only 60 min- 
utes of singing, with the childish 
voices becoming irritating from con- 
stant repitition. 

Copland’s opera contains many 
conversational chants or passages. 
His climax is deftly handled and is 


leasily the most colorful portion. 
Earlier argumentative phases _ be- 
| tween parents and their children | 


,eager to help 


in airplane rescue 


| work seem to have been given over- 
| emphasis. MecNeil’s narrating iis par- 


Fact that | 


the program carries appeal to selec- | 


tive audience 
possesses virtually little draw for 
the overwhelming balance of dialers. 
So this broadcast from the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska very likely yanks 
major shares of the college’s alumni 
and fond mammas and poppas to the 
loud speakers. But it seems improb- 
able that anyone else would tune 
there intentionally or linger long if 
encountered accidentally. 

Cornhuskers are about like any 
other stude outfit for talent. Have 
the usual college band, glee club and 
a couple of youthful prodigies. But 
a college band which looks and 
sounds impressive in its bright uni- 
forms and amid the excitements of a 
big football game can be pretty sour 
vii the ozone. And undergrad glee 
clubs were never serious competish 
Musically to anybody. As for the in- 
dividual prodigies, they're undoubt- 
edly hot stuff to their friends and 
relatives. 

Still Pontiac may be gratified. 
There's a potential circulation of 7.- 
000,000 via the ‘college world’ appeal. 
Any appreciable part of that maxi- 
mum might effectively answer any 
Hobe. 


inevitably means it) 


ticularly bright. Wear. 


‘HARTFORD SPEAKS’ 
With Bob Martineau 

15 Mins., Local 

WHALEN JEWELRY CO. 
Weekdays, 12:30 p.m. 


| WTHT, Hartford 


Attempt to blend vox pop and 
forum idea by man-in-the-streeting 
controversial questions turns out 


SO-SO. Showmanship of planting 


| mike at sponsor's store plus passers- 


ought be 


by  word-of-mouthing 
repay under- 


enough, however, to 
writer. 

Show, for some months among 
WTHT’'s popularity toppers, has just 
gone commercial with Bob Marti- 
neau dishing the Q.’s, which range 
from Supreme Court and Wagner 
Act to baseball and floods. Difficult 
to get much of substance in im- 
promtu reactions to serious queries, 
and average answerer regards it as 
more of an adventure than a chance 
to speak opinion. 

Problem of 


pulling in publie 


Yet, the | 


larking ‘Canzone Primavera’; the 


Bellvue Baptist Church Choir yodel- ' 


ing Handel's ‘Hallelujah Chorus’ and 
having difficulty soaring up to the 
high notes; coloratura Eugenia Mc- 
Gee experienced some trouble hold- 
ing within bounds Bellini’s ‘Qui La 
Voce.’ 

Windup came when the crowd was 
asked to climb up on their feet in 
the Memphis aude and shatter the 
air by joining in on ‘My Country 
‘Tis of Thee.” A good song for the 
occasion, but ‘Dixie’ would have 
been better. Bert. 


MAJOR McGONIGLE'S STOCK CO. 


With Sunda Love, Rupers LaBelle, 


solved by pass tie-up with theatres, | 


co-operating houses credited. 
who mail in questions get cash or 
merchandise. Commercials come in 
from studio, Elem. 


Those | 


| 


Ethel Owen, Virginia Carle, How- 
ard Hoffman, Albert Halus, Earle 
Dewey, Corey Holloway, Mervini 
Belvidere, Kenneth Christy, Ster- 
ling Quartet, Dion Craddock, Clay- 
more Essig 
Old-time Melodramas 
60 Mins. 
NELSON BROTHERS STORAGE 
co. 
Saturdays, 11:00 a. m. CDST 
WBBM, Chicago 
(Selviair) 
‘East Lynne’ was the premiere bill 
on this full hour show. And not the 


least inclination toward satire. 
Specialties done by performers 
with lack of comedy emphasis 


smeared along with gobs of commer- 
cial, make a pretty messy hour of 
Major McGonigle’s Stock Co., and 
the limp voice of the Major himself 
is the sour whipped cream topping 
which is quite in keeping with the 


rest of the pie. 

But performers alone are not to 
blame: what the show needs more 
than anything else, is production. | 


Experienced actors like Ethel Owen 
and Howard Hoffman just cant do 
so badly. even in such a_ hodge- 


i podge, without help. 


IEWS _ 





| KITTY CARLISLE 

Songs 

GENERAL MOTORS 
Sunday, 8 p. m., EDST 
WJZ, New York 
(Campbell-Ewald) 


Soprano guested Sunday night (9) | 


| with Erno Rapee and the 


| Motors symph to sing four numbers. | 


| Best on the more pretentious por- 
tions of the stint. 
| Jewel Song from Gounod's ‘Faust.’ 
In contrast, the simple ‘Carry 
Back to Old Virginny,’ which might 
be thought a natural for an Ameri- 
can singer of Kitty Cartisle’s musical 
comedy training, was negative. Oth- 
er two offerings, songs from Gilbert 
and Sullivan's ‘Mikado’ and ‘lolan- 
the,’ were excellent. 

In the 
Carlisle 
tone, 
to be 


operatic assignment Miss 
showed voice of satisfactory 
range and flexibility Inclined 
slightly edged in the higher 
registers, but otherwise plenty okay 
for the requirements. Singer also 
brought attractive personality to the 
mike. In the first place the arrange- 
ment was so pretentious that it 
entirely missed the touching senti- 
ment of the piece, but offered little 
in return. Instead of a folk 


sition—and rather a painful experi- 
ence. Handicap was too much for 
Miss Carlisle, who never caught the 
tender feeling of the song. Her 
chores on the G. & S. tunes were 
okay. 


Debut appearance for Miss Carlisle 
on General Motors symph hour. Re- 
cently closed in ‘White Horse Inn’ 
on Broadway and previously was m 
'pix and musical comedy, Hobe. 


‘THIRTEEN-SEVENTEEN CLUB’ 
With Singing Waiters, Gladys Tell, 
Chris Seiter, Bert Balis. 
60 Mins.—Local 
| KAHN’S DEPT. STORE 
| Daily, 10 a. m. 
WDAS. Philly 
This is entertaining program 
morning show that must be produced 
on small nut. Key line of ‘1370 Club’ 
(WDAS on 1370 ke.): ‘This is the 
night club of the air for folks who 
! aren't able to attend night clubs.’ 
| Jerry Stone, emcees. His ad libbing 
ability largely responsible for in- 
| formality which adds much to popu- 
| larity of program although he has 
tendency to spiel too much un- 





thought-out meaningless jabber at 
~ 
Show divided in half. First 30 


minutes is sustaining with paid 
talent and studio band. Second por- 
tion amateurs, sponsored by Kahn's 
Department Store. In this way sta- 
‘tion ducks paying union 
| band, as it is only on sustaining por- 
| tion of program. 

| In first 30 minutes are heard Chris 


Seiter, fairly satisfactorily wabler 
for this type show; Three Singing 
Waiters (Vic Palmer, Al Zine and 
| Johnny Fortis—the Three Naturals 
of KYW): Gladys Tell, chirping 
member of Tell Sisters, who have 
been working niteries about town; 


Bert Balis, guitar and clarinet solo- 
ist, and the house band. Leader of 
band sports Russian accent, which 
lead Stone to intro it as ‘Ivan Aw- 
fulitch and his Streamlined Wolf- 
hounds.’ 

On amateur side of show there are 
no auditions. Studio always crowded 
with would-bes and gabber just asks 
them to step up. Allows them only 
to sing choruses, no verses. Talent 
not very hot and usually scared, al- 
ways resulting in several false starts 
before right key is found. Stone 
capably fills in these spots and whole 
thing is good fun. Herb. 


| 


| en 


| BOB HOPE 

With Frank Parker 

30 Mins. 

WOODBURY 

Sunday, 9 p. m. DST 

WJIZ-NBC, New York 
(Lennen & Mitchell) 


Bob Hope's addition to ‘Rippling 
Rhythm Revue’ as m. c. and funster 
appears just what the doctor ordered. 
Certainly his presence patches those 
lulls that have been bobbing up of 
late. (Judy Canova, Annie and Zeke, 

{now in Hollywood, are missing.). 
Fashion in which Hope maneuvers 
the program, glibly filling in gaps 
and introducing new numbers, defi- 
nitely sets him up. Result was one 


of swiftest moving Rippling stanzas | 


in many weeks, 

Hope added enough fresh chatter 
and gags to give entire broadcast a 
lift. It's even reflected in the orches- 
tral work. and Frank Parker. Lat- 
ter, now that he doesn't shoulder the 
ceremonial duties, shows 
in cross-fire and also with his mel- 
odious warbling. Folks were given 
an inkling of what was coming by 
the novel back-handed slapping 
build-up for Hope. Kentucky derby 
nifties. too, were new until he 
reached the Mother's day pun, which 
suffered from having been heard at 
least once previously the same day. 
of the new lilt 
was the combo sketch and duet 
framed about ‘Let's Go Slumming’ 
tune, with Bob Hope and Parker 
joining in song, backed by ensemble 
singing, latter uncredited. Honey 
|Chile, heckler for Hope on othe 
| broadcasts, was missing on his debut 
i for this program. Wear, 


Indicative 


General | 


Standout was the | 


Me | 


SON, | 
‘Virginny’ became a concert compo- | 


for | 


scale to| 


up better | 


Liven | 
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HOWARD MARSHALL 

| “They're Saying in England’ 

| Vox Pop 

| 30 Mins. 

| Transoceanic 

Sunday, 4:30 p. m., EDST 

| WIZ-NBC, New York 

Second in series of short wavers 
| by English journalist to give Amer- 
icans idea of atmosphere in London 
|during pre-coronation days was il- 
| luminating, despite spicling of How- 
jard Marshall. Picked up from Mar- 
| ble Arch, at entrance to Hyde Park 
} at 8:30 Sunday night (4:30 p. m. DST 
in New York, session revealed to an 
| amazing degree the festive gayety of 


the British man on the street But 
that locol color was onlv what came 
through Marshall's long-winded 
blather. 

First 20 minutes of the half-hour 


stanza was taken by speaker to drone 


on about almost everything, but mat- 
ter at hand. Even went so far to 
inform breathlessly eager listeners 


in America that his two moppets aré 
recovering from whooping cough, 
that his wife has decided not to use 
the coronation ducats he wangled for 
her and that a certain building on 
the Park doesn't look as he remem- 
bers it as a boy. Marshall may be 
great shakes in jolly old London's 
journalistic setup, but he’s merely 
a garrulous bore as registered from 
U. S. loudspeakers. 

Sounds of crowds singing, shouting 
and laughing formed a continuous 
| background against Marshall's voice. 
And that portion of the broadcast 
was impressive demonstration of the 
way the British Empire is taking the 
coronation. For once, at least, the 
pomp and pageantry of the cere- 
monies had some meaning to un- 
initiated America. 

Vox pop sessions, when Marshall 
finally got around to them. were 
hard to understand, partly due to at- 
mospheriec difficulties and partly to 
| thick accent of most of the inter- 
| Viewees, But outstanding point of 
the broadcast was the way it was 
handled by Marshall. For once the 
American mikesters, for all the crite 
icism they catch, could be appre- 
ciated for how skillful they can be 
at catching the color and excitement 
of a thrilling event. Hobe. 


| CINCINNATI BASEBALL 
Afternoons—Local 
SOCONY, WHEATIES 
WSAI, Red Barber 
WCPO, Harry Hartman 


Socony and Wheaties divide the 
bankrolling this season on both stae 


tions. Mikers are free to ring in the 
blurbs when and how they deem 
best. Wisely, the commercials are 





few and far between. 


| It's the ninth straight year of 
such duty for Hartman. Vernon 
| Thornburg is his new assistant. 
| Hartman's Style is right in the 
| groove for the bleachers mob. Airs 
lustily and applies the heat in the 


clutch. 
plays. 

Barber has made rapid advance- 
ment as a _ baseball blaster since 
coming up from a small Florida sta- 
tion in 1934, During the past two 
years he was one of the broadcasters 
of the world series for Ford on 
Mutual and NBC. His delivery and 
chatter are most popular with the 
grandstand element. At ease and in 
even pitch he talks steadily. When 
not describing action on the field 
he fills in with dope on average and 
humorous yarns about the players. 
Does a thorough job of detail, ex- 
plaining batters’ positions at the 
plate, delivery and mound conduct 
of twirlers, changes in defensive posi- 
tions, locations of hits and advances 
of runners. Al Helfer is Barber's 
co-worker for the second consecu- 
tive season, 

Reds’ out-of-town games, except 
| those in New York and Brooklyn, 
| which teams ban radio, are covered 
| by telegraphic reports, the broad- 
|casters working on their imagina- 
| tions for color padding. This dif- 
| ficult assignment is handled okay 
| by both Barber and Hartman. Koll, 


Pauses between pitches and 





JOSEPHINE HALPIN 
Commentator 

15 Mins.—Local 

ST. LOUIS DAIRY CO. 
M-to-S. 1:45 p.m. 
KMOX, St. Louis 


Announced as a program unseen 
and unheard by sponsor until broad- 
| cast, Josephine Halpin failed at pro- 
Zram caught to make most of op- 
portunity. After a satisfactorily brief 
| commercial, Mrs. Halpin launched 
into a dissertation on the Spanish 
revolution, recounting horrors 
wrought by rebel airplanes on 
civilian population in Madrid the 
day before, all of which was printed 
in all local rags. Nearly one-fourth 
of program was devoted to this topic, 
| entirely too much because this town 
| has only a= sprinkling of Spanish 
| born residents. 

Best part of program was an inter- 
view at Lambert-St. Louis airport 
| with Mrs. Martin Johnson, widow of 
explorer and big game _ hunter, 
making first air trip since last Jan. 1, 
when her husband was killed and 
| she was injured in plane crash near 





| Los Angeles. 

| Program could be made more 

| entertaining with less time devoted 

| to subjects familiar to most every- 
one and more about activities in a 
woman's world, as program is aimed 
to catch the femme listeners 

| ‘ Suh. 
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VARIETY RADIO REVIEWS 


JEAN ABBEY 
Shopping Talk 


Wednesday, May 12, 1937 
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‘YOUR PARLOR PLAYHOUSE’ 
With Bill Bouchey, Jeanne DeLee, 
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| 
JOAN CRAWFORD | KAY KYSER ORCHESTRA 
With Franchot Tone, Judith Ander- | With Ish Kabibble, Virginia Sims, 


LANNY ROSS 
With Tommy Thomas, Heather Hal- 





‘ Illy Mason and | 15 Mins. Rowena Williams, Morton and Mus. 
; Ree See IS” siauaee | Shans aa BLOOMINGDALE’S mano, Lovely Lady Serenaders. 
R Conmer, Molasses ang January, mgd « Sane Musical Tuesday, 9:15 a. m., DST Robert Trendler orchestra, Forrest 

1 s wise v os peas A saa 30 Mins. WOR, New York. Lewis, Jean Jubilier, Corneliys 

ig ee ee ar WILLYS-OVERLAND CORP. the few 15-minute com- Peeples, Norman Ross. 

Hi nnaat + in wanc ces. New York Sunday, 10:00 p.m. A P ‘still left on the air. Billed| Variety 

i} WEAF, New York memiay gm WOR-Muteal, New York ‘valuable shopping notes,’ but it | 30 Mins. 
, WEAF, New York (J. Walter Thompson) as ’ 





(U. S. Advertising Corp.) 


An otherwise pleasant half hour is 
messed up with too much and pony 
spotted commercial bally and Is 
Kabibble, a carbon copy comic. In 
view of the travelling ballyhoo of 


(Benton & Bowles) 

Show Boat show is now a singing 
variety show. No longer is there 
repartee between Tiny Ruffner, the 
cap and Lanny. Plot has_ been 
tossed to the winds. Virtually all 


LOVELY LADY COSMETICS 
Sundays, 9:30 p. m. CDST 
WGN-Mutual, Chicago 


(Kirtland-Engel) 
Sunday night air show is framed 


might as well be a straight reading 
of Bloomingdale’s ads. 

Jean Abbey, sporting the title of 
‘Woman’s Home Companion radio 
shopper,’ belabors the ozone with 
quarter hour of solid plug for vari- 





Lux slipped a cut under its aver- 
age of scripts in selecting Maxwell 
Anderson’s poetic drama. On the 
stage and on the screen, the pagean- 
try and brisk action of the piece 
largely contributed. Air version, not 


| 


= - pot poms so 
st cca ae a 








: ; i ; — i omingdale’s e , Aves Pr > 
was heard ever telio sete. England’s Elizabeth, who hopped Off} sram’s closing line, and the public in the shop—and if Blooming . Weak spot on show is the ‘feature. F 


. ; like a picture house bill. Presume 
; white cars (sponsor’s make) and the gtr 3 ices. On the sumes 
But bp ge Loews on too well adapted, lacked those quali-| weekly hitting of the tanks ye | Se (urcattcthiak de- din ye hen genindle “segue bleedin 
nenen uar P : ties. _ | mote locations for broadcasts, whic4 | .o 4 ent ctor ? ae es See oie 
ori ut need support on ; dently thought a constant croak of | the aired advertising might be less- | pee But any Roe iam eee soe at Se antes, Seem ae : 
Race Sahel. tied " 3 heartbreak in her voice would carry | ened. nes A Pe. s est par il is Robert Trendler 
Ross on early with a duet with | the characterization. Tone managed| Some of the commercials on this | just blather. Articles plugged on orchestra. Work is outstanding, both lay 
Margaret McCrae, which had dis- ; | stanza caught (4) ineluded moth |; x novelty effects. and in « 
tinctive tone of the old ‘Boat.’ Ef. | for the most part as the gusty Both-| show are excellent; others are brutal. | eradicators, linens, shoes, beauty in cueing, no y effects, and in spe- pro 
fective additional background for| Well and the oe _ yt os The patter job of ‘Willis and Phyllis’ preparations siasswiee waffle irons roll sng rem ecg oe xt pce as | 
eatin: cai ak elatiias Sg Tes : -|sumed was quite good. it was iSS | js fine: but that closing ‘buy a Willys | *.-**, oo iit. “9 usic for ca comedy and news- ail 
story song were baby imitations by Anderson, with her bell-clear ring-| and watch the gas stations go by’ | car pet sweepers, floor wax, electric reel spots held plenty of real atmos- £ 
Frances Reynolds. So realistic that | ¢ : , escevraw : + : mixers. In other words, everything  ¢ t d wats of § 
i the ripple of audience appreciation | "8 voice and imperious playing aS| js a cheap pick-up of the Ford pro- | phere for action and songs in each. 
| 


with the honors has it, it’s the best there is; and the 





i as , ed is going to think it’s mighty smart-! ,.3.. [jc just rig E . Heav this time a dramatic presentation of 
. Ta nemcaay Morn gy = god co at| Also on the program was the Earl) ajlecky to copy another program’s | nse hg sea bt lags any FY xine d the story supposedly behind the song Nat 
i the difficult ‘Mother o’ Mine’ for a| of Warwick (McCoy) who is now in| ¢josing line pattern, especially since | joice is okay. Little Old Lady. While acting was Res 
7 starter, but gave a more thorough | Hollywood angling for a film future | it’s; g competitive product. And in | Using Macy’s station, too! Hobe. | MOR too good, particularly on part Nat 
t demonstration of his vocal qualities | under name of Michael Brooke. De-| any comparison with the Ford setup, | bs of ingenue and character woman, Loc 
a with the encore, ‘Thank God for a| Mille questioned him between acts/ the Willys idea must wind up behind | script was mainly at fault. Quickies 
a Garden. Two male soloists on one| of ‘Mary,’ and the Britisher made @/ the eight ball. The entire effect, in | «pig SISTER’ of this kind have to be stripped of _—— 
a program may seem unusual, though | eat impression discussing the his- everything except basic emotion ap- 


fact, is to give a gratis plug for Ford | with Alice Martin Gabel, 

by association of ideas. | Haila Stoddard, Junier O’Day 
Kyser’s band is one of the better| LEVER BROS. 

dance groups. Also serves nicely as! Daily; 11:30 a.m., EDST 

accomp for its talent array with its | wABC-CBS, New York 

alternately sweet and hot dishings. | (Ruthrauf & Ryan) 


j kids, it can | ? 
Ht Hag nino yp gg eRe. aay a|. Authored by Lilian Lauferty, this 
couple of minor revisions. jis a slightly better than average 
Specially arranged songs are well | Script serial, with its weight derived 
tended in the hands of Virginia Sims | from fact it quiet-tones its dramatics 
bitt. Glee Club backing helped pair | become hysterically histronic. Yarn 
click with ‘Only a Rose’ and ‘Song of | is the usual meandering love lesson. 


torical significance of the Mary- Frost, 
Elizabeth duel. He was possibly the 
only Englishmen marched to a U. S. 
mike in the last several months who 
did not give vent to an effervescent 
eulogy of the Coronation. Bert. 


voices are not conflicting. 

Nadine Conner is another voice. 
She does a trim rendition of the 
Italian Street Song, but her singing 
is muffled in a crazy combination 
of classical music (which she sings) 
and a so-called Harlem swing back- 
ground, played by part of Al Good- 
man’s band. Lanny Ross inquires 
‘let's hear how it sounds.’ Elizabeth 
a Wilson introduces her old-time Snit- 
% zelbaum tune, with questionable air 
returns. 


peal or they’re meaningless. 

Show needs just a little more ex- 
planation before it plunges into its 
routine; on the premiere the car- 
toon comedy was almost over before 
it could be understood, losing half 
minute of sparkling music and voices. 
Copy voices and selections of pic- 
ture cartoon stuff are used. 

Newsreel was played in a more or 
less humorous fashion and includeda 
commercial plug. Musical short was 


- Fec 


GOT Spe ee 


‘EXPERIENCES OF A MILLION 
MEN’ 

With Jack Mulhall, Barney Phillips, 

Stanley Price, Frank Ellis, Eugene 


Good idea but not adapted Garrick, Mel Blank, Clayton Pest, 








comic who seems to be finding his 


for P.&G.’s way around, but the whole thing is = 


got the idea several years ago that 


Drene hairwash fits in moppets kept off the streets and 


neatly in the wake of two prominent 


MARGIE ANN KNAPP 
predecessors, 


on, emphasizes object of the air With Don Albert Band 


series as affording vets a clearing 


: Act 
‘ ; 3 j ns hold | swell. Voices and orchestra blended 
id well here to radio. Fred Harrington, Gerrie Gail, Pe ye Uenibead King’ “tsa so _— ee ae the | into a mighty earful, changing mood, of Ay 
i i p Besides presiding over proceed- yoo hone eg Gandee’s piano solo im f same top sort that drives to the distraction of and tempo, with class. Boe aside 
iE). ings except for opening announce-| 30 Mins--Tocal rating as pipers. Pop torcher, ‘Lull| drifting around the dial for some-| Of soloists, Rowena Williams came py / 
\ ie ment. Lanny Ross is as smacko as HUDSON DEA s in My Life,’ well suited to Miss Sims’ | thing else. Rinso, a soap product, | through best. Selections were well again 
td ever with his vocals. Heather Hal-| Thursday, 8 p. m. voice ‘ Hurl. | is being offered; will get an o.k. au-! chosen to fit her voice and style, and Food: 
a liday, who is designated as a come-| KFWB, Hollywood : ; dience. she was backed by chorus for a per- wore 
k dienne, starts interrupting Lanny Air theatrics stark with realism. Cast composed of legiters, led by | fect balance. Whole show should hit title 
A early because of gag that she thinks| Presented by Lieut. William L.| prcHarRp FISHELL Alice Frost, in the lead, with Martin| big. Goes over split Mutual from genel 
a\ it is her turn. Resembles Beatrice| Biber. By giving each episode a Sports Comment Gabel, Haila Stoddard and Junior } Chicago. It ha 
4 Lillie in delivery but certainly not} strong production backup, WB has | 45 wing O’Day. Players troupe a brand of _— Miss 
7 | in results. taken it out of the category of ‘just Sustaining acting a cut above standard for these in he 
e Reference to curtain going up for| another war drama.’ Effects are ex-| Nipntly, 6:30 p. m. a.m. serials. Bert. | ED FITZGERALD & CO. eral 
second half of show has, after all| pertly applied and the timing is| w Mca; New York With Barbara Lamarr, Sylvia Cyde, long 
; these years, become awkward and| aimed at suspenseful buildup. Cast, Old hand at ote * Bud tows ol) | Walter Ahrens, Joe Bier k: 
a | irksome. Wear, |headed by Jack. Muhall, is well | ,,' and at sports. And knows all | JUVENILES ON REVIEW Songs, Patter, Band ee 
chosen, and works hard under the | 5 Sthell call m th gm Gun | With Fred M. Truax, Lorraine Sund- | 39 Minutes—Local Cour 
BARRY direction of Lieut. Biber, who knows vente os leenehait | era ur-} berg Sustaining point 
Song _— his war stuff. ha : Not a new turn, but hasn't been ae Gor Thursday, 9:30 p.m, EDST. in 
i ongs Material for each show is supplied - , 15 Mins.—Local WOR. Newark in F 
4 15 Mins. by war vets, who are supposed to re- reviewed. For the records—an able Sustaining ’ " . 
; PROCTER & GAMBLE tote thete own personal experiences professional commentator on muscu- | Saturday, 11:30 a.m. WOR could develop this one into mony} 
i Thursday, 7:45 p.m. during the big fuss of 20 years ago lar pastimes with a pleasant chattery | KSTP, St. Paul, Minneapolis an attractive little session if more ists 
WJZ, New York 5 , | radio voice. Land, , ae care were taken with its production. Gard 
t Black Check for $25 goes out to the one St. Paul’s commissioner of parks It h th Mie sing d ‘ 
ge (Blackett-Sample-Hummert) — whose yarn is dramatized. and playgrounds, Fred M. Truax, as tres Capauie singers and & Jemi 
4 : Latest lad to leg it up to the mike| Commercials, light on sales come- 
i 
‘ 


steered into various avenues of ar- | 8° crudely slapped together that the 
Frank Parker 


Walter Ahrens toys nicely with a 
romantic lyric and Sylvia Cyde 
proves a prima donna well fitted in 
both voice and charm for operetta 
excerpts, but they all go at their 
tasks with a minimum of zip and 
feel for their material. Studio com- 
bination gives about the same im- 


whether a listener must be mindful, 
or not, of the singer’s extreme youth- 
fulness. What percentage of the 
subject’s allure may be credited to 
youthfulness or to ability? 

Margie Ann Knapp is 12 years of 
age. She is a good singer of rhythm 
songs, but her delivery, due to im- 


effect. elm, 


and eunion with old pals | 3 Mins—Local tistic outlet would do good all|talent’s possibilities are  muffed. 
Jerry Cooper. Wood (Lou Rapp, ee. pom Uitimete pone Sustaining around. Talent so devdlans by | While the program seeks to project 
oe. brother of Barney, band batoneer)| is to stage get-togethers of different | WH#N, New York Lorayne Palarine, the commish’s | 29 air of casualness, what it actually 
i 4 formerly sang with Abe Lyman’s | outfits which, right off, gives it a ‘Child prodigies’ are nothing new j production manager, now does its | 2chieves is an air of drowsiness. 
A | crew. Since severing that spot and heavy Legion push. to radio. In judging the vocalizing } stuff throughout the city at various Barbara Lamarr has what it tonally 
at ct ne this is his first)" [eon Leonardi’s musical backup |0f a child simulater of adult sing-| church and club meetings, gratis,| takes to get behind a torch ditty, 
{ With a pair of pines thet approzi- | scored for imaginative atmospheric ing, the question is projected | and recently made its ether bow. 


| Truax emcees this once weekly 
4 mate a Bing Cro KSTP stint and does a masterly job, 
with his tyro performers offering 
vindication of his original hunch. 
Lorraine Sundberg opens and closes 
with a marimbaphone themer, ‘When 
My Dream Boat Comes Home.’ 


Rash. 


y baritone, Wood 

seems to have the woo to attract 
i the femme listeners the sponsor 

i wishes to get. He intro’s self and 
selections, an intimacy-establishing 
Y thought that works out well. 

| On opening broadcast all his pieces 
‘ were current reigning pops; for 


YELLOW BLANK SALUTE 
Music, Readings 

15 Mins.—Local 

WESTERN UNION 

M. to F; 2:15 p. m. 


maturity, is mechanical and her in- pression. 

| A sentimentality’s sake, and consider- | WHAS, Louisville _ |terpretation of tunes lacks person- Tn nga eg hg 4 
i ing his audience, he might well oc-| New series riding over local Louis- | ality warmth. JOE BROWN’S RADIO KIDS niin b ouen. oug is_ 1 
a casionally slip in one of the endur-| ville air waves is worthy of notice,} If the fact of her youth is a strong | Variety cracker-barrel stuff it’s humorous. 


el ing ballads. in that it marks the debut of the| factor then Margie Ann Knapp is| 6@ Minutes—Local Interlude where he and Joe Bier 


hen caught the commercials 
sprawled nearly three minutes, too 
long and too tedious for night-time 
in that the copy was repetitious and 


telegraph company on a sponsored 
program over a local station. Spot 
chosen is not the best, from the 
standpoint of snaring a large listen- 


superior to numerous of her ilk on 
the air. Over a period of 30 minutes 
on a participating program of or- 
chestra music provided by Don Al- 


SEEBASCO CORP. 
Saturday 11 A.M. 
WMBG, Richmond 


read the program’s fan mail, with 
pans and praise about equally 
mixed, could be made more pointed 


by using different sound effects for 








redundant, Bert. | ing audience, but those who are| bert and his band, at WHN, when =. p> show, built and ex- | each, the bell for the puffs and the 
tuned in any day at 2:15 will be re-| caught, youngster sang three songs — 4 m.c’'d by a showmanly adult, Chinese gong for the pans. 
‘BARGAIN BOB’ warded by some smooth organ ma-| and pleased in each. Her songs were | © °° ‘al bell _— ringing the com-| This studio show gets evening spot 
y With Gordon Castle, John Slagle nipulation, nice violin soloing and a| ‘I'm Bubbling Over,’ ‘September in eet ee © a for an ointment | after daytime break-in. Odec. 
Music, Chatter, Time Signals,| Polished reader of verse. the Rain,’ and ‘He Ain’t Got Rythm,’ | reat ene its seventh week, it’s enapererararon 
Weather | Herbert Koch, organist and long a| which should serve as an indicator | "€tting box tops, mail pull, and ‘YOUTH SPEAKS’ 
A 06 tries Lecat fixture in several. Publix houses | of her song types. word-of-mouth comment. Show is | 5... a 
PONTIAC DEALERS some years back, is currently draw-| Her stay on WHN is under an in- | PUt on before audience (about 400) oy 
WXYZ, Detroit tric organ, while waiting for the in-|to professional work having ap- | Jefferson Hotel. we, 


stallation of a new 
manual job. 


(MacManus, John & Adams) 


eared at hotels and clubs with well- 
teal This is an entertaining bit of fare 
{ “Ay 


ilgen four- 4 
nown bands as a guest singer. 


M.-W.-F.; 4:45 p.m. 
Effect on the air is 


Aside fro i 
m entertainment angle, WIR, Detroit 


show packs socko appeal in fine com- 


Rae = j iri ’ ini ts on 

: : : pleasant, and the violin work of Shan, | petive spirit of youngsters. They’re | _OPinions of college students. | 

By ge tengo | being BL ne _| Charles Hurta, combined with the competes for three popularity Sites cen a oath mon | 
| produced and m.c.’d * Gordon <came. makes a listenable combina- ART McGINLEY prizes. Brown’s smooth m.c.ing sets p . | 


*em off right. Detroit for use on this twice-weekly 
announcer at Bob Mitchell, WMBG's merchan- | PFogtam. Stunt should prove popu- 
dise director, credited with tie-ups | 14": eo 
to give program good-sized audi- Interviewing chore turned over 
ence from start. Kiss. to a male and femme student from 
particular college. On day caught 
(28) program originated from U of 
Detroit campus, and _ interviewers 
kept things moving. Questions in- 
volved latest stuff about war, arma- 
ments, student: clothing, love, etc. 
Answers were terse and pointed, al- 
though no rehearsals are taken on 
program, Pete. 


Sports Chatter 


Castle, scripter and 
WJR 10 Mins., Local 


ares pen is Foster Brooks. Com- 
mercial credits are in good taste. 
a lends — variety midway tae co. 
in the stanza via the recitations. . E 

Hold. bef Hartford 


Includes selection of recorded mu- 
sic, plus usual early morning stuff 
consisting of time signals, weather, 
étc. Although tunes are waxed, con- rts ed of Hartford Times. Art 
pen Mg = Baga 8A. 3 _ A eee McGinley makes a natural attraction 
with John Slagle oke. CURRENT EVENTS BEE a +* paper’s = ees WTHT. 

Commercials center on Pontiac | 69 Mins.—Local abe ‘a i » nO sat Mean send 
dealers’ used cars, and while some-| BROOKLYN EAGLE Fg a eed lar aan i. 
what overtaxing (a ‘bargain’ after | Saturday, May 8 pees goes a e pos- 
each musical selection), it should be | WOR, New York ° 


. 4 Presentation is friendly, smacks of 
oke for those just getting up. For 22 years the Brooklyn after-| authority and prightened by humor, | 
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‘READIN’ AND WRITIN’’ 
With Bob Prevan 

15 Mins., Local 

Sustaining 

Friday, 10 p.m. 

WDRC, HARTFORD 


Season's etymological vogue here 


pore Ts “e 


— 











Pete. 


i ini " : : oer Rage Rg 2 per cea flected in a feature intended prin- cone rargeee oa 
i noon daily has been lining up en-| a combination that spel's easy listen- | T® prin : 6) 
ne tries from 16 Brooklyn high schools} ing. Baseball, of cvurse, dominates | CiPally as good-will offering. Idea a ( 
a Cc. C, BRADNER and making ‘em cudgel their crani-| script, and since sponsor exploits aj ‘S Strictly one-man, loudspeakerites 
N i ; ; ; taking place of contestants b nt | 15 Mins. 
i Gocsip ums to answer questions on current | semi-pro club, all the tnore reason. lt ay 7 ints broug Sustaining 
EY 5 . ins.—Lecal events and general knowledge. For| Commercials, spotted on both ends, | a a *— kindred sessions. Sunday, 10:30 EDST 
# MILLER JEWELRY 14 years the annual bee has been | nicely clipped. First airings have | , . . rovan of WDRC spieling TA Gia tau werk 
¢ Deily, 5 p.m. broadcast. Last Sat. (8) it didn’t} found McGinley running over, but list Ss > ae ee ood aim to help Harriett Wilson and her Singing 
; Ww, Detroit prove very interesting, and it is | station doesn’t seem to mind. | listeners spell and pronounce bother- ‘ 


C. C. Bradner, long a fave with his 
news digests over WWJ, swings into 
a new role as dispenser of gossip 
about Newyawk. It’s a five-minuter 
and spotted immediately following 
daily play-by-play of Detroit Tigers 
baseball contests over same station. 

Stuff, provided by a syndicate, 
comprises short and snappy bits 
about Broadway personalities, plus 


Strings (6) emanate from Hollywood 
on a quarter hour shot at 10:30 Sun- 
day nights, coming on the heels of 
the Milton Berle program. Latter 
formerly ran 45 minutes, but now 
cut to a half hour, the remaining 15- 
mins. are taken up by this dulcet 
sextet which, as the Singing Strings 
billing implies, gives out with the 


unlikely that anyone cther than! Neither do attenders. 
those interested in some participant 
kept the program tuned. 

No special effort was made to 
adapt the quiz to radio, Most of the 
young ‘uns were badly mike fright- 
ened, and Bob Emery, who tossed 
the teasers at ‘em, let the pace 
lag. Probably no rehearsals. 


Elem. | some words. Five words are pro- 

| nounced and then spelled correctly, 

| with five-second breaks tapped off, 

Kathryn Cravens Views Nags = ee five be ser vice versa, until 

ad és | 20 are done. atter interpolations 

‘ ‘ congested yd on sustain interest, and another an- 

n route to New Yor rom the nouncer, Ray Barrett, comes in at 
Kentucky Derby at Louisville, | half for sake of late tuners. 


Kathryn Cravens stopped over A Hearers at home are expected to 





Cincy Monday. score themselves, five points for each 

















Q - k.. if rath 1 : —— in suave style. , a 
4 4 ell han- uestions were o.k., if rather ele- , accurate response. Provan  wel- aureen O’Connor is opp 

“a oe fer e mentary. Had they been tougher or Did ber two rg “_, wee | comes audience to‘ send in items that | vocally, leaning towards the ballads. 

Spieling long for a short session. |More twisted, it would have made Through a Woman's Eye, for Pontiac, | trouble them. — Arthur Gillmore announces. A pleas- 
? Pete. for stronger listener appeal. Bert, | via WKRC. All right for what it is. Elem. ant 15 mins, in toto. Abel. 
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$6,985,790 


gain was jn the spot field, where 


Following is breakdown for the 


National network ......ceeeesee: 


Lecal .cccccccccs 





Latest National Association of Broadcasters’ 
Jay for talent hit $6,985,790 in the January-March bracket, while wax 
programs brought $3,177,080. Former rose nearly three times as much 
as the disc business, $1,705,650 versus $627,510. 


of $1,081,470. The total from records was $256,110, a rise of $72,140. 


Regional metwork ...cccccccescerscceees 
National NON-WED .ecccccseseccecs 


1937 1936 
be ewnes $18,120,340 $14,926,616 
290,495 300,318 
coccce 1,067,700 5,670,550 
5,901,500 4,611,880 


eeeseeoeeeseeeeereeereees 


for Talent 


Washington, May 11. 
estimates indicate out- 


Strongest percentage 
income touched $3,350,220, a jump 


first 12 weeks: 








General Foods Gets Reversal 


Federal Court Sets Aside Jury Verdict Won 
By Aunt Jemima 


Action of the U. S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals Monday (10) in setting 


aside the $115,986 verdict obtained 
by Aunt Jemima (Tess Gardella) 
against Log Cabin Products, General 
Foods and NBC for infringement of 
title came as no surprise to lawyers 
generally in the amusement field. 
It has been their opinion that while 
Miss Gardella had a property right 
in her vaude characterization Gen- 
eral Foods had one by virtue of 
long commercial use of the title on 
packages of pancake flour. Appellate 
Court affirmed part of this view- 
point in dismissing the Gardella suit. 

In the trial of the original action 
in Federal court, Brooklyn, testi- 
mony was given that the NBC Art- 
ists Service had approached Miss 
Gardella about taking the Aunt 
Jemima part in the syrup account’s 


|‘program. She sued on the grounds 
| of fair competition, holding that the 
title was hers through use for years 
on the stage, screen and radio. De- 
|fendants claimed that the Aunt 
Jemima label had been carried on 
food products since 1890 and was 
legally acquired when the flour com- 
pany was made part of the GF com- 
bine. 

Finding of the circuit court was 
that long use of the name commer- 
cially entitled the defendants to 
continue to exploit it as they saw fit. 





Ralph Sayres Quits 
Philadelphia, May 11. 


Ralph Sayres, KYW sales man- 
ager, has resigned, effective Satur- 
day (15). Will return to New York. 

No announcement yet of successor. 
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Radio Stations Impatient of 
Constant Demands for In- 
formation from Sources 


Producing Little or No 
Advertising Revenue 
WASTES TIME 

$y BEN BODEC | 

A practice which has begun to 


wear the patience of the more im- 


portant stations is the one involving | 
quests for wholesale information by | 
have | 
and | 
questionnaire | 
less chance | 


advertising agencies. 
found that the more 
comprehensive the 
from such sources the 
there is of anything materializing. 
As much as the average broad- 
caster dislikes passing up a possible 
bit of business, these circular 
queries are generally treated as 
gags and either wind up in the 
wastepaper basket or are relayed to 
the station’s rep for a once over 
lightly. 

More common form of quiz seeks 
to have the station supply a com- 
plete list of available spot periods, 
covering the morning, afternoon and 
night stretches. Another goes a 
step beyond this and asks the sta- 
tion also to list whatever spot busi- 
ness it had on active schedule as of 
a certain date. Still another poser 
is that which adds that it would ap- 
preciate the station’s aid in keeping 

(Continued on page 51) 


Stations 
elaborate 
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Boston Radio 


Boston, May 11. 

Bearing out the anecdotes 
told about Boston is the broad- 
casting schedule over Station 
W1XAL here. Harvard Univer- 
city broadcasts regularly on 
such high brow and esoteric 
subjects as these: 





‘Great Masters of Baroque 
and Rococo Music.’ 
‘Astronomical Tests of the 


Theory of Relativity.’ 

‘Romantic and Impressionis- 
tic Aspects of Landscape Paint- 
ing in Music.’ 


‘The Noblest Monument of 
English Prose.’ 
‘The. Labor Movement from 


1865. to 1900.’ 











Non-Union Labor Starts 


Strike, Delays CBS Bldg. 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Construction work on new Columbia 
Broadcasting studio is being stalled 
because of labor difficulties. Build- 
ing Trades Council called a walkout 
when non-union laborers were put 
|}on the job. 

Builder is in a spot because of 
contract with CBS. William Simp- 
son, contractor, must turn over com- 
pleted building by December 1 or 
take a penalty. | 





E. F. Roche to WCFL, Chicago, 
| for early a.m. participation show. 








Bros. 





Test Miller Process of Recording 


On ‘Hammerstein Music Hall 


+ 


Group which is behind the Miller 
of film recording last 
day night (4) took off for test pur- 
the ‘Hammerstein Music Hall’ 
program as it was being broadcast 
over CBS. Two different models for 
the Miller method of recording were 
used to determine which was the 
superior. Experimenters expressed 
themselves as satisfied with the re- 
sult even though it could have been 

tter if they had been able to bal- 
ance the musicians on the show. It 
intended to make another test 
soon, but with a show of the group’s 
own making. 


process Tues- 


poses 


1S 


Organization which is 
the Miller device has not as yet 
been completed. Heading the group 
is Waddill Catchings, utilities finance 
expert and a member of the Warner 
board, Interested with him in 
the development of the Miller proc- 
ess is Frank Hummert of Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert agency. Kolynos 
account is on the B-S-H list out of 
the New York office. 

Wire whence the recording was 
made ran from CBS’s Manhattan 
theatre studio to the laboratories of 
Muzak, Inc., a subsid of the North 
American Co., of which Catchings is 
an officer. Permission has been 
granted by the Securities Exchange 
Commission for a stock setup to ex- 
ploit the Miller device. Miller is 
under contract to Warner, with his 
patents controlled by the picture- 
producing company. 


to exploit 





Bud Rainey, formerly ‘Early Bird’ 
on all-night disk ride at WHN, New 
York, blowing 6:30 a.m. ‘Reveille’ 
daily at WTIC, Hartford. 











“Good for You" 


| (A | 
50,000 WATTS PHILADELPHIA 











ROBERT A. STREET. Commercial Manager 


% To Messrs. Arthur Guinness Son & Co., Lid. . 


.- A Thousand Pardons 
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N.AB. DIRECTORATE DIFFERS WITH WEBS 





ON RESEARCH; CONVENTION MAY MULL 


Advertisers Favor Popularity Studies Against Sig- 


nal Coverage—Brand 


Latter of Little Value— 


Networks String Along with Joint Committee 





What gives evidence of possibly | 
becoming a hot issue for the coming 
convention of the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters is the dif- 
ferences of viewpoint which have 
developed between the present NAB 
administration and the two major 
networks on the course of operation 
taken by the Joint Committee on 
Radio Research, Chances are that 
the matter will be brought to a 
showdown when the NAB’s com- 
mercial and radio research commit- 


tee holds its meeting at the Sherman 
House, Chicago, next Tuesday (18). 


One sideline prediction is that 
the two committees will vote to rec- 
ommend to the convention that the 
NAB withdraw from the Joint Com- 
mittee on Radio Research and set 
up its own research bureau. This 
move is expected to be followed by 
a declaration from the CBS spokes- 
man on the NAB research commit- 
tee, Ken Boice, that regardless of 
what the committee recommends his 
organization will stick along with 
the agency-advertiser supervised 
project, with Columbia looking to 
NBC to take the same position, In- 
dications are that NBC will first 
try to effect a compromise on the 
situation and, if unsuccessful, join 
CBS in the walkout, 


NAB reps on the Joint Commit- 
tee have carried their dissatisfaction 
with the way things were going in 
the bureau to the point of refusing 
to contribute anything to the lat- 
ter’s operation. Objections have been 
many but the chief point of issue 
has been the Joint Committee’s dis- 
regard of the NAB delegation’s in- 
sistence that the bureau confine its 
testing to station coverage and not 
undertake to measure a station by 
its popularity, or showmanship. 


Agency and advertisers reps on 
the committee have contended that 
information about a station cannot 
be anywhere near exact unless its 
regular listening audience forms the 
basis of all measuring devices and 
that this approach is what they want 
and that they propose to hold on 
to it. NBC and Columbia reps on 





the committee have bowed to this 
expression of principle. 

Whether the broadcasting industry 
as a whole will yield to this change 
of approach to radio research is the 
question that is expected to cause 
prime agitation at the NAB conven- 
tion in Chicago, which opens June 
21. Advertisers and agencies dele- 
gates on the Joint Committee cannot 
see what the broadcasters have to 
fear from this attempt to arrive 
at a more effective yardstick for 
station circulation. To them the idea 
of buying a station on the basis of 
radio homes within a signal’s area 
is obsolete and that the sooner the 
broadcasters realize the sooner will 
their method of sales approach be 
put on a stable foundation, 


Columbia and NBC recognize the 
fact that if the Joint Committee on 
Radio Research blows up there is the 
certainty of the Advertising Re- 
search Foundation, which is con- 
trolled by the Association of Na- 
tional Advertisers, taking over this 
function. If there is anything the 
two major webs want in the field 
of research, it is to keep their busi- 
ness outside the province of the 
Advertising Research Foundation. 
Networks do not cotton to the idea 
of having their medium measured 
by an organization which also probes 
the newspaper, magazine and out- 
door advertising fields. 


CBS proposes to go through with 
its plan of conducting a self-financed 
survey on rural listening audiences 
in the fall. It expects NBC to come 
in on the project and that the ad- 
vertiser-agency factions on the Joint 
Committee will give their blessing 
to the method and questionnaire 
which CBS proposes to use in this 
study, 


Columbia has had _  Buckley- 
Dement chart a complete and de- 
tailed compilation of the primary 
listening area market data on six of 
the CBS-owned-and-operated  sta- 
tions, WBBM, Chicago; WCCO, Min- 
neapolis; WBT, Charlotte; KMOX, 
St. Louis; WKRC, Cincinnati; and 
WJSV, Wash., D. C. 

Compilation breaks down the buy- 
ing population, listing 36 classifica- 
tions of retail outlets by counties. 





Sans Affidavit 





Agency which had hithertofore 
done almost nothing in radio 
sent out a quizz on time avail- 
ability to several outlets in the 
far west. One of the stations 
forwarded the query for check- 
ing to its station rep in the 
east and the latter called the 
agency to find out what it was 
all about. 

Rep was told that the agency 
knew of an account which spe- 
cialized in the manufacture of 
overalls for bowlegged cow- 
boys and it occurred to the 
agency that the manufacturer 
might be sold on the idea of 
taking a flier in spot broad- 
casting. 











Sponsor Identification 


Shows Up Okay Generally 
In Afternoon Tabulation 


Ross-Federal has completed a tele- 
phone research study for the ‘Grand- 
stand and Bandstand’ afternoon pro- 





is the three-hour marathon music- 
sports-news program sponsored by 
Wheaties. 

As a secondary break-down of the 
calls sponsor identification was tab- 
ulated on the various New York 
stations in quarter-hour segments 
throughout the marathon for Gen- 
eral Mills. In three. days WMCA 
found 134, or 80% of listeners tuned 


in correctly named the’ sponsor 
against 33, or 20% that ‘did not 
know,’ 


Other stations and products 
showed comparable ratios on com- 
mercial credit consciousness by 
afternoon listeners. 





WGY, Schenectady, has new an- 
nouncer—production man in Rad- 
cliffe Hall, one-time University of 
Pittsburgh footballer, 





In that the names of the retailers 
are counted, survey is such as has 
been made in the past only by the 
U. S. Dept. of Commerce and Cen- 
sus Bureau. 

Columbia is now conducting sim- 
ilar surveys for KNX, Los Angeles 
and WEEI, Boston. 
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Eight Stations in 
Michigan's Eight 


Largest Cities 


TERRITORIAL POPULATION 
OVER 4 MILLION 


Baal BY TEST 


WBCM-BAY CITY AND SAGINAW WIBM-JACKSON b 
WFDF -FLINT WELL-BATTLE CREEK 
WJIM - LANSING WKZO-KALAMAZOO 

4 WOOD-WASH-GRAND RAPIDS 


DETROIT MICHIGAN 


WXYZ- Key Station 


BASIC BLUE NETWORK OUTLET FOR GREATER DETROIT 











gram over WMCA, New York. This | 





Inside Stuf—Radio 


Tentative plans for building television studios on the sixth and seventh 
floors of the RCA building have been made by NBC. Television studios 
will differ from those now used for radio broadcasting in that they wii) 
be closer together with control rooms located near the narrow Passageway 
which will make possible quick movement between two different studios. 
The hallways will run on the outer sides instead of down the center of 
the building, as with the radio studios. 








Crosley Radio and subsidiaries wound up with a loss in the three-month 
period ending March 31 as compared with a profit of $687,877 in similar 
period last year, Interruption in operations and heavy loss sustained by 
floods early this year are blamed for the showing, Crosley turning in g 
report of $31,559 loss, after taxes and charges. Earnings in line with those 
shown in 1936 and probably are anticipated in succeeding quarterly 
periods, 





Mutual last month grossed $167,590 from time sales, which was 19.8% 
better than the figure which prevailed for April, 1936. Billings in the lat- 
ter month were $137,934. 

Web’s cumulative billings for the first four months of '37 tally $769,901, 
or 16.6% over what they were for the like period of 1936. 





George Hartrick, on WTAM,. Cleveland, announcing staff, has horse. 
shoe luck or rubber bones. Falling 18 feet down an open elevator shaft, 
he was taken to hospital unconscious. Broken 'pelvi¢ bones or concussion 
of skull feared but Hartrick limped out of hospital in less than week with 
badly sprained knee as only injury. 





At board meet last week Columbia announced a quarterly dividend of 
80c per share on A and B stock, payable June 11 to stockholders on record 
as of May 22. Gravy has grown richer; in past CBS usually declared but 
a 50c dividend. 





Kentucky Derby broadcast which went over Mutual last Saturday (8) 
was a ticker tape version. It was originated in the studios of WGN, Chi- 
cago. Mutual claims that it was only 30 seconds behind NBC’s announce- 
ment of the winner. NBC had the track rights exclusively. 


McKenna, Who Sursested? 
Amos ’n’ Andy Use Cork, 
Dies Following Operation 





Ath Indianapolis Station 
Is Asked by Sales Manager 


Indianapolis, May 11. 
Despite two operating stations 
here, and a third permit holder who 
will probably start construction this 
month, fourth applicant appeared on 
the scene last week. C. Bruce Mc- 





Benjamin McKenna, 37, died in 





Connell, who is sales manager for 
Hamilton Harris & Co., local tobacco 
wholesalers, filed petition with FCC 
for proposed fourth station here. 
He says he’s considered plans for 
some time, and this was first definite 
step. He asks for 1,500 kilocycle 
wave-length, with 250 watts daytime, 
and 100 watts at night. This fre- 
quency wouldn’t conflict directly 
with either of three permits granted 
here, but looks like there’ll be plenty 
of kickback on the economic basis. 


WPA’s Coronation Show 


Even the WPA got in on the wave 
of radio programs saluting the Cor- 
onation. U. S. radio project on 
WHN, N. Y., Monday (10) night 
aired a dramatization built up around 
England’s history and various Cor- 
onations. 

Seven writers carved out the con- 
tinuity, with Leo Fontaine editing 
and doing the final streamlining. 











Bill Seymour Weds May 16 
Cincinnati, May 11. 
Bill Seymour, news editor of 
WKRC, is to wed Patricia Garrity, 
dancer, May 16 in Chicago. 
He is a brother of Ann Seymour, 
of the Grand Hotel radio show. 





White Plains, N. Y., hospital May 7 
after an abdominal operation. From 
1925 through 1928, McKer:na, as pro- 
motion manager and goodwill getter 
for the Chicago Tribune, had a hand 
in the operation of the sheet’s WGN. 
At the time of his death he was in 
the New York office of the Crowell 
Publishing Co. 


At WGN McKenna suggested to a 
uke-harmony team named Gosden 
and Correll that they change their 
style and entertainment and become 
script serial blackface comics. Fol- 
lowing his suggestion, team did so, 
to eventually emerge as Amos ’n’ 
Andy. Another contribution at WGN 
to radio was the establishment of 
regular newscasts at regularly 
skedded periods, thus making station 
first in the midwest to adopt style 
now familiar throughout broadcast- 
ing. 

Burial in Chicago May 10. 


Visiting 


In New York 
John McCormick, WKRC, Cincin- 
nati. 
Barron Howard, WRVA, Rich- 
mond, Va. 
Frank Smith, WLW, Cincinnati. 


























AFFILIATIONS—DON LEE 











THOMAS S. LEE 


ANNOUNCES THE OPENING OF HOLLYWOOD OFFICES 
OF THE 
THOMAS LEE ARTISTS SERVICE 
SUITE 427-429, EQUITABLE BUILDING 
6253 HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD 


| 
ROBERT BRAUN, Manager 


: 





BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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Open...Wide Open... 
Every Pocket-Book and Change Purse that Milady Owns 
...Open to NBC Advertisers All Summer Long 


Summer is the spicy season of gay romance and 
high adventure. Milady spends eagerly! Spends 
for glamorous accessories to enhance the Big 
Moment... for trips ‘‘way out there’ and back 
again... for Cinderella’s glass slippers. . . spends 
even for food — different chilled exotic food or, 
perchance just juicy cold cuts and crisp, crunchy 
salads. And the Colonel’s Lady and Judy O’Grady 
are indeed sisters-under-the-skin when it comes 


to buying ... artichokes or apples... lipstick or 


liniment,..caviar or cabbage. And as the mercury 
flirts with the century mark, does she stop listen- 
ing? A thousand times'No! NBC advertisers have 
discovered this fact, and lastSummer they invested 
72 per cent more than the previous Summer in 
NBC week-day daytime programs alone! Many 
products touch new sales peaks during the tor- 
rid term. ..and manufacturers are learning that 
there is no “‘off season’? when NBC programs 


invite to buy. May we tell you how... and why? 


RCA presents the “Magic Key of RCA” every Sunday, 2 to 3 P.M., E. D.S8.T., on the NBC Blue Network 


National Broadcasting Company 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 
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Hazeltine Is 4th Television-Testing 
Technical Group Active in East 
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Trailer Co. on Air 





Indianapolis, May 11. 
Newest ‘big’ business in the 
nation, the trailer industry, has 
hit the air from WFBM here, 
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Agencies—Sponsors 





Schwarte Ginger Ale Co., through 
Frank Wright & Associates, using 


signed for special midwest Columbia 
set-up to air Prof. Fordney’s Minute 


4 Local state sales organization || time signals nightly for six months | Mysteries, for the A, J. Krank Co,, 
F : for Hayes Trailers has set half on the KJBS, San Francisco, Owl| plugging cosmetics and _ shaving 
; One of four firms actively experi-{ casting of radio or television and hour of discs and blurbs on || program, aired after midnight. creams. 


menting with television, Hazeltine 
Service Corp. of N. Y., is testing 
method for 


has no immediate plans in those di- 
rections. Business is entirely de- 
voted to research and commercial 


Sundays, from 12:30 to 1 p.m. 














Union Pacific, through Caples Co., 


Show, to originate in Chicago, wil} 
run once weekly, probably at 10:15 
p.m. on Tuesdays, although not defi- 








ews patent licensing. Los Angeles, placing quarter-hour | P. 

Other companies also working are consulting. bd transcriptions, ‘Romance of Trans- nite yet because of time clearing dif- 
RCA, Philco and Farnsworth. While! According to Hazeltine research ar me llys portation,’ between July 4 and Jan. 2. ficulties. Scheduled to start May 
all are experimenting along similar | experts, publie acceptance and com- 25. 

lines, using cathode ray tubes, Hazel- | mercial use of television is a matter Louis Needham & Brorby ad | —_—_ 

tine employs method developed by | of financial, commercial and pro- agency is to handle radio end of| Acme Breweries, through Emil 


gram adjustment and preparation. 

search, Claim television is now technically 
Principal research is done at firm’s | well enough perfected for general 

Bayside, L. L., laboratories, with con- | use 

‘sulting and commercial work car- While all firms engaged in tele- 


W. A. MacDonald, in charge of re- Chicago Wieboldt department stores. | Brisacher, San Francisco, spotting 9? 

announcements on KGO one daily 
Beautiful Lady cosmetics using | through July 31. 

three 15-min. spots weekly on} ceaiatis 

WJJID, Chicago. | 





Despite Radio's 
6-Week Clause 


Procter & Gamble, through Comp- 





ried on at laboratories in New York. 


ee ODT ie RAIA 


wire” ote re 
A AARC R GABE yo ON 


AAP taa hms 


net ee 





Hazeltine Service Corp. is not now 
engaged in manufacturing or broad- 


Journalist Runs WSGN 


Birmingham, Ala., May 11. 

Realignment in the staff setup at 
WSGN, Birmingham News Age Her- 
ald, finds staff enlarged with men 
from the newspaper field. 

Henry P. Johnson, v.p. of the 
News, has moved in as station man- 
ager in active charge, and brought in 
with him T. O. White as production 
chief, and Walter G. Allen as pro- 
gram peddler. 











ILESULES! 
COUNT MOST 
WTIC 


HARTFORD 50,000-WATTER 
Dominates all of Connec- 
ticut and most of west- 
ern Massachusetts 







e 
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WEED € COMPANY 


| revealing 





vision experiments or manufacture 
are naturally hyper-sensitive about 
any of their research 
secrets, one of Hazeltine’s develop- 
ments is a unique method of check- 
ing the scanning operation. This 
permits examination of individual 
lines from any portion of the pic- 
ture, together with the various syn- 
chronizing impulses. Firm uses what 
it calls a camera tube for scanning. 
RCA has the iconoscope and Farns- 
worth the dissector tube. All are 
cathode ray tubes, 


KRNT’S PARENT SHEET 
NOW LISTS WHO SHOWS 


Des Moines, May 11. 

Des Moines Register-Tribune now 
carries program listings of Station 
WHO here. It ends seven years of 
careful neglect to mention the local 
50,000-watter in the sheet that owns 
KSO and KRNT, Des Moines’ other 
two stations. 

Several out-of-town stations will 
also be publicized on special pro- 
grams. Mary Little, Register- 
Tribune radio editor, has the okay 
to also give WHG a tumble in art 
and prominence, 

Surprise all around at the sudden 
switch. Also reported newspaper 
was surprised by volume of compli- 
mentary mail from radio fans on 
the new service. 











W. ©. Fields’ eontraet with Chase 
& Sanborn Coffee, fs for 16 eonsecu- 
tive broadcasts, 





ee 





Communities my 
Broadcast 





Community broadcasts are clicking in the WHIO pri- 
mary area! Starting January 31, thirty-minute programs 
using local talent have been broadcast Sundays from 


towns and cities in the area. 


Most programs have been 


broadcast direct—a few, using community talent, from 
WHIO studios. In all, 21 towns and cities will have heard 
their OWN shows broadcast over WHIO. As a climax, 


talent from these communities will be combined in a 


broadcast. 


Listener response has been swell, Voluntary 


front page publicity in the community papers backed the 
broadcasts. Here is a quantity market 
where listener loyalty means- $ales 


for WHIO advertisers. 


THE TEST STATION 
OF THE NATION 


DAYTON, OHIO 











Chicago, May 11. 

Early selling season is reported. 
Already coming in are time orders 
for fall and winter periods. Due to 
the fact that practically all stations 
have regulations which refuse to ac- 
cept any contracts earlier than six 
weeks (sometimes 60 days) within 
the starting date of the program, the 
contracts are lying in the desks 
awaiting station signatures. 

Great bulk of these early deals are 
for strictly winter-time products, 
especially cold remedies with Pinex 
figuring as the top buyer of cold 
remedy time among the Chicago- 
placed contracts. However, there are 
many across-the-board strips being 
sought after for femme and food 
products. 





Press-Radio Bureau Fixes 
New Inclusive Cost for 
Service in Gotham Area 





Press-Radio, in the N. Y. area, 
has installed a new setup through 
which news service will absorb the 
cost of the teletype circuit and 
charge each subscribing station a 
flat $55 monthly. Formerly a sta- 
tion paid a monthly rental for the 
printer, paid the A.T.&T. a wire 
charge and Press Radio $12.50 a 
month for service. Under the new 





setup cost to station will be about 
$3.25 more than formerly. 

Gradually the new system will be 
put into effect on all the other cir- 
cuits maintained by Press Radio 
around the country. 

Number of stations in Greater 
N. Y. subscribing to Press Radio has 
been dwindling for some time. 
WNEW dropped service several 
weeks ago, leaving only WABC, 
WJZ, WEAF, WOR, WMCA and 
WQXR on the list. WFAB has 
messenger service. All the other 
stations in and around the Big Burg, 
including Brooklyn and North 
Jersey area, either subscribe to other 
services or do without news. 


CBS’ Shortwave Sked 


Columbia starts daily short-wave 
broadcasts to Europe, when web’s 
W2XE bows in today. Programs 
will be aired in the languages of the 
European countries at which they 
are pointed. Majority will be aimed 
at the British Isles. 

As yet no provision has been made 
for South American broadcasts, but 
one of the five frequencies of W2XE 
is being reserved for that coverage, 
with CBS planning to add S.A. pro- 
grams sometime in the summer. 

Network has set up a program de- 
partment for the short-wave wafts, 
headed by Elizabeth Tucker. Dedi- 
catory exercises will include E. K. 
Kohan, top engineer, and William 
Lewis, v.-p. in charge of programs. 


Raymer Acquires WJJD 


Chicago, May 11. 
Ralph Atlass has appointed the 
Paul Raymer office as national reps 
outside of Chicago for WJJD here. 
Weed represented Atlass’ WIND 
outlet. 








Seidel to WCAE, Pittsburgh 
Columbus, May 11. 

Frank Seidel, head 
writer at WHKC, has been made as- 
sistant program manager of WCAE, 


WHKC chief announcer, is also off 
for a new connection in Miami, Fla. 

Reorganization of WHKC an- 
nouncing staff makes John Moses 
day studio supervisor and Fred Joy- 





ner night studio supervisor. 


continuity | 


Pittsburgh. Meanwhile Jack Tritsch, | 


A. Harris & Co., department store, 
signed for daily 15-minute news pe- 
riod for 52 weeks on WFAA, Dallas. 
Tracy-Locke-Dawson agency. 





Lawrence Gumbinner agency set 
Roi-Tan cigars for three a week five- 
minute sports confabs on WFAA, 
Dallas, using Hal Thompson as com- 
mentator. 





General Mills is supporting a play- 
by-play ticker version of some of the 
National League baseball games 
over KMA, Shenandoah. Jerry Har- 
rington is doing the calling. Agency 
is Knox-Reeves. 





Madison Lean has hopped aboard 
WHN, N. Y., with a series of seven- 
a-week quarter-hour e.t.’s of dance 





music. Set for 52 weeks by Klinger 
agency. 
‘Junior G Men,’ thrice weekly 


dramatic show on WOR, New York, 
for Fischer Baking Co. has renewed. 





Hecker Products plugging its 
cereal ‘Force’ on WOR, New York, 
with spots on the ‘Uncle Don’ kiddie 
program, 





Evans Fur Co. renewed Don Pedro 
and piano, WGN, Chicago, and in- 
creased time to five 15-minute pe- 
|riods a week. 





Lord & Thomas set Commonwealth 
Edison, Chicago, for three a week 
‘Man on the Spot’ interviews on 
WMAQ. To be done by Charles 
Lyon from loop Edison shop. 





Russell C. Comer agency, of Kansas 
City, has opened N .Y. office, with 
R. V. Hanson in charge, Outfit also 
has cubicle in Chi, 





Young & Rubicam auditioned Fred 
Lightner last week with an eye to 
him subbing for Phil Baker on the 
Gulf (CBS, Sundays) program dur- 
ing the summer months, 

Corn Products (Karo and Linit) 
three-a-week quarter-hour  after- 
noon programs, labeled ‘Five Star 
Revue,’ fade off CBS with May 28 
broadcast. Periods have used Mor- 
ton Bowe, Merl Bell, Bill Johnstone 
and Ray Sinatra’s orch. 





McCord agency, Minneapolis, has 


ton agency, New York City, plug- 
ging Crisco in 50 spot announce- 
ments staggered over a one year 
period on KGO, San Francisco. 





Redlick Newman Co. (furniture) 
signed for thrice weekly quarter- 
hour programs on KYA, San Fran- 
cisco, using Sam Moore, singer- 
guitarist, and George Nyklicek, pian- 
ist. Starts May 10. Placed direct. 


——. 


Standard Beverage Co. (Nehi and 
Royal Crown Cola), through Emil 
Reinhardt, signed three months’ 
contract for four time signals daily 
on KJBS, San Francisco. Starting 
date not set. 


Al Conners in weekly poetry- 
philosophy session, ‘Cabbages and 
Kings,’ on WELI, New Haven, 

Arthur Hoyt, technical director of 
WPA theatre, Bridgeport, conducting 
mixed chorus at WELI, New Haven. 

* 
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Radio 
Directory ... 


We speak of information—the cur- 
rent facts on_ stations, programs, 
agencies, sponsors and all other 
phases of radio. 


In the form of an encyclopedia and 
reference book titled, Variety Radio 
Directory. Page after page of in- 
formative facts and figures. 


Variety Radio Directory will be 
issued annually commencing this July. 


Subscriptions are now being taken 


for the 1937-1938 edition. 


Price: $5 the copy. 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas 





Outstanding Stunts 





BLOOD DONORS CLUB 
WHEC, ROCHESTER, N. Y. 











WHEC Blood Donors Club 
Rochester, N. Y. 

Al Sigl, Times-Union newscaster, 
who spiels twice daily over WHEC, 
has organized a blood-donors club. 
Over 200 signed up and 50 already 
typed are willing to give blood for 
ill persons needing transfusions, but 
unable to pay the cost of professional 
donors. 

Sigl’s donors carry an orchid-col- 
ored membership card printed in 
blood-red ink. Times-Union promo- 
tion department handles the records 
of the organization and membership 
details. 


Calls for donors average two a 
week, and the club plan makes for 
efficiency, as it is possible to call a 
single donor already typed instead 
of a dozen volunteers of unknown 
type. 





Moving Day Covered 
St. Paul. 
Something new in the way of a 
broadcast was KSTP’s May 1 moving 
Day special, opening at 7 a. m. and 
Signalling the Bedouin trek of 5,000 
Twin Cities families. 


Sation tagged the first family to 
move on that day, rigged up its mo- 
bile transmitter in the bloke’s house, 
talked wih the man and wife about 
the job ahead of them. Many good 
humorous angles popned up, with 
the announcer saying in conclusion 
that he hoped the 5,000 families mov- 
ing today won’t find the man upstairs 
taking tap dancing lessons, the gar- 
bage can across the lot always 
kicked over, the purp in the next 
house barking into the wee small 
hours. 

Not only were the master and 
frau quizzed as they lugged their 
chattels out of the house, but the 
furniture heavers likewise came in 
for a word or two. 





KOA Program for Newlyweds 
Denver. 
A new program, sustaining, over 
KOA, is one dealing with the prob- 
lems of newlyweds. Script and idea 
is the work of Margaret Smith and 
Jack Orsen, locals, and is tagged 
‘Adam and Eve.’ 
Quarter hours three time weekly. 





Getting Out the Vote 
St. Paul. 
Paraphrasing Mark Twain’s 
Weather crack, KSTP announced that 
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everybody talks about bum govern- 
ment, but nobody does anything about 
it. Then station pitched in, put its 
mobile transmitter into service at a 
Minneapolis polling booth shortly 
after its opening at 7 a. m. Monday 
(10), urging citizens to get out the 
vote for the Mill City primary. 

On for a 10-minute shot, unit 
stressed duty of citizens to ballot, 
picked up news on the bulk of the 
early vote, some by-play of the bal- 
lot-scrachers and a word or two 
from the judges. 





Angles on Vox Pop 


Columbus, O. 

Three inquiring reporters waiting 
within a block and a half to tangle 
with the noontime crowds here. 
Although all three’ sessions are 
sticking to the stereotyped brain- 
teaser queries, competition has 
spurred a few touches of showman- 
ship in the broadcasts. 

WHKC started it by sending Rose 
Kaye along with Fred Joyner to add 
a touch of sex appeal, and, inciden- 
tally, soften up the males for the 
mike appearance. Bob Seal has 
countered with a ‘Do You Want to Be 
an Inquiring Reporter?’ stunt, frank- 
ly modeled after the Haven McQuar- 
rie broadcasts. 

Seal grabs a passerby, jams a 
script into his hand and lets the vic- 
tim be the inquiring reporter and 
quiz the various subjects. Even has 
the amateurs reading the commer- 
cials. Admits it’s full of dynamite, 
but has been making it go a couple 
of times a week to add novelty in a 
field where it’s badly needed. 

All stations are using the same 
come-on—film tickets, with occasion- 
al passes to name band dances. 
WHKC also tosses in a copy of a 
radio fan publication to every person 
questioned. 





Student Musicians Program 
Cleveland. 

Musical students in city’s public 
schools are getting an officially av- 
proved chance to strut stuff on air, 
through a new tie-up between 
WGAR and Cleveland Board of Edu- 
cation. 

Leading pupil in each school’s 
music classes is picked every week 
by teacher for participation in series 
of 3:30 Friday afternoon student 
broadcasts. 





Writers’ Rejection Club 
' Santa Barbara, Cal. 

KDB is airing a twice weekly half- 
hour program labeled ‘Writers’ Re- 
jection Club,’ on which scribblers sit 
in at a round-table conference and 
discuss best-sellers as well as their 
own rejected yarns. 

With at least five writers on each 
period, talk runs generally to what 
sort of pieces are in demand for 
mags and volumes. KDB’s idea is 
that hopeful tyro pencil-pushers may 
benefit from inside advice on the 
fiction market. 





Music Festival on WMT 

Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
WMT will broadcast portion of the 
State Music Festival, held at the U. 
of Iowa. Event attracts 6,500 high 

school studes who vie for honors. 
Station idea is that parents and 
pals of the participants will pant- 
ingly cling to their radios all over 
the area during the three-day Festi- 
val to hear how their hopefuls make 
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‘WMT Pirated’ Baseball 


St. Paul, Minneapolis OK’d 
For Dual Air Identification 


Washington, May 11. 

From now on, ‘This is station 
Whatsit in St. Paul and Minneapolis, 
by authority of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission’ will be the 
identification announcement of the 
three transmitters in the Twin Cities 
area. 

Change in rules for the benefit of 
KSTP, WCCO and WTCN was voted 
by the commish last week upon pe- 
tition for permit to capitalize on the 
distinction of the two burgs. Pre- 
viously, WCCO and WTCN were 
tagged as Minneapolis plants while 
KSTP identified itself as St. Paul | 
outlet. Henceforth, three stations | 
will use the same tag line for sta- | 
tion breaks and sign-offs. | 








BIG RADIO DAY 
IN CANADA 


Montreal, May 11. 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp. will 
present a 23-hour radio program for 
Coronation Day over the _ trans- 
Canada network, this to include the 
ceremony in Westminster Abbey and 
the King’s message to the Empire. 
Normally, CBC broadcasts six hours 
a day; tomorrow (Wednesday) CBC 
will go on the air at 4:00 a.m. E.S.T. 
and will remain continuously until 
3:00 a.m. the following morning. 

Supplementing overseas stuff will 
be the Canada-wide Coronation pro- 
gram to which will contribuie Mon- 
treal, Toronto, Ottawa, Halifax, Win- 
nipeg, Calgary and Vancouver. 











Sans Kickback—Yet 


| 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., May 11. | 

WMT has wiggled around broad, 
casting ban imposed by local West- | 
ern League ball club by spotting | 
mike on roof of a house outside the | 
park. 

Ball club would not permit broad- 
casting in any form from confines of 
its yard, so Bill Quarton, commercial 
chief at WMT devised scheme of 
renting the housetop of a home lo- 
cated just beyond the centerfield 
wall, erecting a platform and run- 
ning a wire from station. Bert 
Puckett does the play-by-play de- 
scription, 

Though evidently not pleased, the 
owners of the ball team have not as 
yet attempted to oust station from its 
peering perch. 


Frisco Bay Hook-Up 


San Francisco, May 11. 

Transbay program exchange be- 
tween KGGC, San Francisco, and 
KLS, Oakland, was inaugurated last 
Friday (7) with a special two and 
a half hour broadcast in which 
staff artists of both stations and civic 
biggies participated. Union of the 
two transmitters will be known as 
the Bay Broadcasting System. 

KGGC, a 100-watter, is the prop- 
erty of the Golden Gate Broadcast- 
ing Co., while KLS, a 250-watter, is 
owned by Warner Bros., Oakland 
radio dealers. Former’s time sched- 
ule is limited. 


WCOL Joins the Parade 


Columbus, May 11. 

WCOL joins the parade of stations 
all over U. S. A. presenting unem- 
ployed persons who will seek jobs 
over the air. 

Program is to be aired with the 
co-operation of the Ohio State Uni- 
versity Unemployment Bureau, 
which will furnish applicants for in- 
terviews from its files. 

Bob Seal will handle assignment 
for station. 

















KSO-KRNT Staffers Turn Prof. 
Des Moines, May 11. 
To bring practical radio problems 
and operation to the Drake Univer- 
sity School of Radio, seven members 
of the KSO and KRNT staff each 
took over a class for instruction. 
Included among the ‘profs’ were 
Lansing Benet, assistant program di- 
rector; Marvin Meyers, engineer, and 
Gwen McCleary, Ed. Linehan, May 
Floyd Sinex, Esther Sipling and 
Dave Nowinson of the continuity 
department. 





| ‘Let’s Pi etend,’ 


Auto-Bike Crash ’Phone 
Pole; Affects 1st Use of 
WOWO-WIRE Hook-Up 


Indianapolis, May 11. 

First broadcast of the tie-up of 
WOwWO, Ft. Wayne, and WIRE, In- 
dianapolis, in the first regularly 
scheduled commercial hook-up in 
Indiana, almost became a period of 
Indianapolis studio fill-ins for WIRE. 
set by Ralph Jones 
agency of Cincinnati, for Drackett 
| Chemical Co. (beauty preps) origi- 
nated in WOW studios and was to 
be fed over tested wire to the In- 
dianapolis NBC outlet. 





Impaired reception resulted from |- 


auto striking bike pedaler, and then 
crashing into telephone pole near Ft. 


Wayne. This broke the special tested | 


wire (resulted in death of bike 
rider). 

Program was finally switched to 
untested wire, and poor reception 


naturally occurred. 


NBC ACTOR-BOOKING 
DEPT. REORGANIZED 


Realignment of personnel of NBC 
Artists Service continues, with 
Ernest Cutting switched from audi- 
tions to talent scouting, with Jack 
Von Tilzer assuming pop auditions 
and Bob Smith classical ones. 

S. L. Ross, who has been Artists 
contact for NBC managed and oper- 
ated stations, has been shunted over 
into the ad agency sales dept. 

Fred Niblo has been named chief 
of all pic bookings, with Jack Potter 
assisting and continuing as salesman 
to J. Walter Thompson. Chester 
Stratton has been named booker for 
sustainers, and Billy Hillpot con- 
tacts program dept. on commercials. 

Changes into effect Monday (17). 


RICHARDS’ COAST OKAY 


Fr. C. C. Sanctions Detroiter’s Acqui- 
sition of KMPC 














Washington, May 11. 
George Richards’ long campaign 


for a West Coast outlet was con- | 


cluded satisfactorily last week when | 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, after weeks of head-scratching, 
consented to acquisition of KMPC, 
Beverly Hills, for $125,000. Richards 
is prez of WJR, Detroit, and WGAR, 
Cieveland. 

Deal was approved in conformity 
with recommendations two months 
ago by Examiner Ralph H. Walker, 
who pooh-poohed fact that the price 
tag was approximately ten times the 
valuation on the transmitter. Com- 
mish found no fault with the fact 
that the figure included substantial 
allowance for good-will to wipe out 
large losses during early days of sta- 
tion’s existence. 





Bob Braun’s Starter 





Hollywood, May 11. 
Bob Braun launched his Holly- 
wood quarters of Thomas 


He signed the Hollywood Sunshine | 
Girls for a quarter hour weekly | 
music turn, 

Skol products (sunburn remedy) 
bankrolling. 


Lee | 
Artists Service with the first Mutual | 
network commercial from the Coast. | 


[EXEMPT RADIO 
STATION FROM 
LIBEL 


Des Moines, May 11, 
Sponsored by Iowa Association of 
Broadcasters, House File 302, known 
as the radio libel bill, 





was passed by 
the 47th Iowa general assembly and 





becomes a law with the signature of 
Gov. Nelson G. Kraschel. In effect 
| the new bill relieves Iowa radio sta- 
tions of responsibility for defama- 
tory statements uttered during 
broadcasts by persons not directly 
connected with the radio stations. 


Members of the Iowa association 
include the following stations: KFJB, 
Marshalltown; KFNF, 
KMA, Shenandoah; 
Bluffs; KRNT, Des 
Des Moines; WHO, Des Moines; 
WMT, Cedar Rapids; WOC, Daven- 
port and WSUI, Iowa City. Officers 
are J. O. Maland, WHO, president 
and Earl N. Peak, KFJB, secretary. 

Text of the new law is as follows: 


‘An Act in relation to the civil lia- 
bility of owners, lessees, licensees 
and operators or radio broadcasting 
stations and the agents and em- 
ployees of any such owner, lessee, 
licensee or operator, for radio def- 
amation. 


‘Be it Enacted by the General As- 
sembly of the State of Iowa: Section 
1. The owner, lessee, licensee or 
operator of a radio broadcasting sta- 
tion, and the agents or employees of 
any such owner, lessee, licensee or 
operator, shall not be liable for any 
damages for any defamatory state- 
ment published or uttered in or as a 
part of a radio broadcast, by one 
other than such owner, lessee, li- 
censee or operator, or agent or em- 
| ployee thereof, if such owner, lessee, 
| licensee, overator, agent or em- 
| ployee, shall prove the exercise of 
‘due care to prevent the publication 
or ucterance of such statement in 
| Such broadcast. Section 2. This act 
|shall not be applicable to or affect 
any cause of action existing at the 
| time this act becomes effective.’ 


Shenandoah; 
KOIL, Council 
Moines; KSO, 





(New York lawyers specializing in 
libel law questicn whether the Iowa 
law will prove of practical value. 
They point out that two factors can 
easily militate against its enforce- 
ment: (1) a libeled person cannot be 
deprived of the right to bring an ac- 
tion, and (2) since broadcasting is an 
interstate matter there is nothing to 
prevent the plaintiff from bringing 
his suit in the Federal courts.) 
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NBC EVENS OFF 
IN WASHINGTON 


Washington, May 11. 

Chop-licking over the prospects of 
petter biz for NBC’s Washington 
set-up was speeded up last week by 
good news from the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. All set to 
blossom out with new studios, new 
equipment and other improvements, 
NBC was further cheered when the 
Commish reconsidered and okayed 
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Firestone, Johnson Wax 
Fight Over Choice NBC 
Spot; Web in the Middle 


NBC sales department has been 
trying for the past week to solve the 
ticklish position it got into when it 
assigned the spot now occupied by 
Firestone Tires to Johnson Floor- 
wax. Former account had wavered 
about staying on during the summer 
and as the deadline set for its re- 
newal expired Johnson was given a 
oral okay for the period. 








a juice-jump of from 500 watts 
nights, 1 kw days, to 1 kw nights 
and 5 kw days for station WRC. 


Web’s enjoyment was not spoiled | 


by fact that favors for networks are 
not being dispensed too lavishly 
during the present era of suspicion. 

Previously handicapped by CBS’ 
10 kw assignment for station WJSV, 
NBC was further perked up over 
Commish approval of a new WRC 
transmitter site located in nearby 
Maryland. Boost to 1-5 kw, coupled 
with construction of a $75,000 trans- 


mitter on a site considered vastly | 


superior to WRC’s present location, 
brought big grin from Kenneth H. 
Berkeley, station manager. 

WRC will dedicate 23 acres of 
the new transmitter site to the state 
of Maryland and Prince George 
County for a proposed park. 





Bow-wow Foods Compete 





Chicago, May 11. 

Red Heart dog food is readying to 
change its program complefely. Will 
cancel off its current NBC weekly 
shot, tagged ‘Tea Time at Morrell’s,’ 
at the conclusion of the present con- 
tract on May 27, and expect to re- 
place with an entirely new setup, 
through the locai Henri, Hurst & 
McDonald agency. 

Also in the market for a program 
is Chappell Bros. for its Ken-L- 
Ration product. Are primarily in- 
terested in a script show idea for 
femme daytime appeal. 

Also talking a radio splurge is 
Wilson Bros, 


Firestone had originally asked 
NBC to retain for it the 8:30 to 
9 p.m. spot on the red (WEAF) 
Mondays while the tire account 
|went off for the summer. NBC 

the idea. Firestone’s next 


' 
| vetoed 


think it over, averring that it might 
arrange to stay through the sum- 
mer. Roy Witmer, NBC v.-p. in 
charge of sales, set noon of the Sat- 
urday a week ago (1) as the dead- 
line for Firestone to decide either 
way. 





Shortly before the deadline was to 
become effective NBC got a call ask- 
|ing for an extension of time to the 
| following Monday morning. Witmer 
jat the moment was:in White Sul- 
| phure Springs, W. Va., attending the 

convention of the American Asso- 
| ciation of Advertising Agevcies. Be- 
|fore the request from Firestone 
|could be passed on to some higher 
| authority for action, somebody else 
in the department informed Johnson 
Floorwax, whicn had previcusly put 
in a bid for it, that they could have 
the period. Johnson recently took 
over the 9 to 9:30 Monday stretch on 


the same link but it hasn’t liked the 
competition from the Lux Radio 
Theatre (CBS). 


Pressure from the Firestone sector 
last week had got to the point where 
the account was offering a 52-week 
noncancellable, if it could’ stay 
where it is. Johnson saw no reason 


why it should give up something 
that it had obtained under good 
business circumstances. 


Firestone is one of NBC’s oldest 
and steadiest ‘accounts, 





Al Botzer has taken over the gong 
and chimes on the midnight show at 
KOL, Seattle. 





move was to ask for a little time to | ® . 
| 13-week New York 





Here and There 


Billy Jones and Ernie Hare, no 
longer with Gillette’s Community 
Sing, have a play of their own au- 
thorship, ‘Nice Weather We're Hav- 
ing,’ that they would like to produce 
this summer, 








Vincent Callahan has quit as com- 
mercial mgr. of WRC and WMAL, 
Washington, to become gen. mgr. of 
WWL, New Orleans. Move becomes 
effective May 15. On NBC's pay- 
roll over eight years. 


RCA Magic Key to be produced in | 


Chicago NBC 
next Sunday 


studios for first time 


(16). 


Milton Herth, organist, leaving 
WIND, Chicago, to do guest 
on Hal Kemp hour, and follow with 
commercial con- 
tract. 

George Neise, formerly of WISN, 
Milwaukee, joined announcing staff 
of WJJD, Chicago. 

Jimmie Thompson, WFBC, 
ville, S. C., news and 
running for alderman. 


yreen- 
sportseaster, 


Bingham and Wells, song and pi- 
ano team, and Ken Kenyon, recently 
with Singing Sam, the Barbasol Man, 
have joined studio’ staff of KANS, 
Wichita. ; 


John Thompson new assistant to 


Ken Fry, Chicago NBC news editor. | 


Fred Moegle has been upped to 
chief mikeman at WTMV, East St. 
Louis, his place being taken by War- 
ren Champlin, announcer of WEW, 
St. Louis. Other changes in station 
put Alex Buchan in charge of ‘Man- 
in-the-Street’ program, which is be- 
ing done daily in St. Louis for a fur- 
niture account. 

Three-day Silver Anni Convention 
of the Institute of Radio Engineers 
closes today (Wed.) in N. Y. 


Bob Kliment, new announcer at 
WSAZ, Huntington, W. Va. Formerly 
with WCKY, Covington, Ky. 

CBS has carded a series of talks 
on labor, starting Friday (14) night 
with John L. Lewis larynxing. Fol- 


show | 


|of the 








Wax Conlinmes as Medium for Yankee 


Advertisers Using South America 





lowing week William Green will 
have a whack, with Gov. Frank 
Murphy of Michigan winding it up. 





Russ Baker has rejoined announc- 
ing staff at WOW, Omaha. Harry 
Burke, program director, is relieved 


of announcing chores by addition of | 


Baker, and will devote entire time to 
program department. 


KOA, Denver, 
B. Long, Jr. 


staff adds L 


sales 


Helen Gleason sings May 29 as a 
Lucky Strike guest. 


Wayne Randall, NBC publicity 
chief, returns next week from va- 
cation in Florida. 

Hibbard Ayer, station rep, touring 
New England angling for accounts. 


Peggy Wood guests on the ‘Ham- 
merstein Music Hall’ (Kolynos) over 
CBS on May 18. 

Mrs. Sarah Delano Roosevelt, 
mother of the President, will make 
guest appearance on a chain com- 
mercial Monday (17), when. she is 
interviewed by Cecil B, DeMille on 
the Lux Theatre over CBS. 

William M. Brandon, secretary of 
WHO, Des Moines elected governor 
llth district of Iowa Rotary 
clubs. Prior to taking office on July 
1, he will attend the International 
Assembly in Nice, France. 


Frank A. Seitz’s station WFAS, 
White Plains, N. Y., starting in- 
stallation of new transmitting an- 
tenna, 


Pauline Frederick and _ Phillips 
Holmes set by William Morris of- 
fice for Kate Smith show May 20. 
Will do scene from ‘Amber.’ 

WELI, New Haven, play-by-playing 
Sunday ball games at Savin Rock, 
with Phil Buxbaum, Jr., at mike. 


a. 


| Cann-Erickson. 


American advertisers continue to 
spot biz direct on South American 
broadcasters and snub RCA over- 
tures to have their U. S. programs 
pumped below the equator via 
short-wave for stations down there 
to pick up and spurt out to listen- 
ers. Some 95% of the programs on 
stations for American adver 
tisers consist of recorded music with 


Spanish announcements. Rest are 
dramatic skits 

Three Yankee agencies spotting 
bulk of the S. A. biz are J. Walter 
Thompson, N. W. Ayer and Mc- 


Time Abroad, Con- 
quest Alliance and _ Broadcasting 
Abroad are the three outfits han- 
dling most of the biz placed on the 
sub-equatorial broadcasters. Sta- 
tions give commissions of between 


15 and 25% to the outfits getting 
‘em the American accounts. Bigger 
broadcasters kick. back 15%, while 


the smaller 
commiss 


ones have to make the 
larger to bait biz. 


At present American products get- 


1Ons 


ting plugged down there include 
General Motors, Tangee, Kolynos, 
Socony, Chrysler, Bayer Aspirin, 
Carter’s Liver Pills, Alka Seltzer, 
Carrier Air Conditioning, Frigid- 
aire and Packard. These products 


are spending the most money on the 


stations, having large campaigns 
underway. 

Top card rate is S. A. is asked 
by 20,000-watter in Buenos Aires, 
$280 per hour. Lowest is CB82, 


1,000-watter in Chile, $3.42 per hour, 
with scale as low as $2.74 per hour 
on a 52-week contract basis. Quar- 
ter-hours can be had for 83c each. 


WFBM Isn’t Lonely Now 
Indianapolis, May 11, 

WFBM had been sole tenants of 
former Indianapolis Power & Light 
Co. building when utility, which 
owns WFBM, moved out and re- 
named it the ‘WFBM Building.’ 
As result of air mentions radio 
station has attracted other tenants 
until building is now set for com- 





plete occupancy. 





* 


The Best Static Eliminator 
IS POWER 


WLW’s 500,000 watts will deliver your 


program into countless homes, with 


the best possible clarity and with the 


greatest satisfaction to radio listeners. 


WLW...THE NATION’S STATION 
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BEER OKAYED IN VIRGINIA 


Broadcasters Reassured— Hard 
Likker Is Verboten on Air 








Lynchburg, Va., May 11. 
Virginia alcohol beverage control 
board announced Saturday (8) that 
it had decided not to ban beer ad- 
vertising on Virginia radio stations. 
Stations had been in a sweat since 
board let it be known in April that 
it was toying with the idea of pru- 





hibiting such broadcasts from orig | 
inating in Virginia. Decision not to | 
do it came _ after’ broadcasters | 
promised not to emphasize too 
strongly the pleasant side of beer | 
guzzling. 

Ruling doesn’t affect policy | 
against advertising distilled liquors | 
on the air. Stations haven't been} 
doing it, and ABC board told ’em 
not to try it. 

















TRUMPET KING OF SWING 


* LOUIS * 
ARMSTRONG 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
FLEISCHMANN YEAST 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


9 P.M. D.S.T. Every Friday, WJZ 
Blue Network 
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Just Concluded 3 
Successful Weeks at 
Paramount, New York 


o 
DECCA RECORDS 





MGT. JOE GLASER 





F.C.C."S WASHINGTON DOCKET 





DECISIONS 


Washington, May lI. 


Alabama: R. W. Page Corp., Phenix City, application 
for new station to be operated on 1240 ke with 250 
watts dismissed at request of applicant. 

California: Merced Star Publishing Co., Inc., Ven- 
tura, denied new station to be operated on 1170 ke with 
250 watts days only, commish reversing Examiner P. 
W. Seward. Valley Broadcasting Co., Pomona, denied 
new station to be operated days on 1160 ke with 250 
watts, commish sustaining Examiner R. H. Hyde. 

Colorado: KIUP, C. Guy Shepard, Durango, granted 
voluntary assignment of license to San Juan Broad- 
casting Co., 1370 ke with 100 watts. 


District of Columbia: WRC, Washington, reconsid- 
ered action of April 2, designating for hearing appli- 
cation for power boost from 500 watts nights, 1 kw 
days, to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, and granted same. 

Florida: F. W. Borton, Coral Gables, dismissed, at 
request of applicant. 

Illinois: Mutual Broadcasting System, Inc., Chicago, 
granted extension of authority to exchange programs 
with CKLW, Windsor. 

Massachusetts: WMAS, Springfield, denied applica- 
tion for frequency change from 1420 to 560 kc, power 
boost from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, to 1 kw 
all times, installation of directional antenna, change 
location of studio and transmitter, commish sustaining 
Examiner Melvin H. Dalberg. 

Michigan: WWJ, Detroit, granted night juice jump 
from 1 to 5 kw for 30 days on a temporary basis, sub- 
ject to revocation without notice or hearing. 

Minnesota: Albert Lea Broadcasting Corp., Albert 
Lea, reconsidered action of April 27, designating for 
hearing application for new station to be operated on 
1420 ke with 250 watts days only, and granted same. 

New Jersey: Young People’s Association for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, Shark River Bay, denied 
petition asking continuance of hearing, now scheduled 
for May 12, on application for new station to be oper- 
ated daytimes on 640 ke with 5 kw. 

New York: WLWL, Missionary Society of St. Paul 
the Apostle, New York, granted voluntary assignment 
of license to Arde Bulova, 1100 ke with 5 kw, specified 
hours. 

Oklahoma: WKY, Oklahoma City, denied special tem- 
porary authority to operate with power of 5 kw night- 
time in order to overcome interference caused by 
XENT, Neuvo Laredo, Mex. 

Pennsylvania: WFIL, Philadelphia, granted authority 
to transfer control of corporation to Strawbridge & 
Clothier, 560 kc, 500 watts nights, 1 kw days; WFIL, 
Lit Brothers Broadcasting System, Inc., Philadelphia, 
granted authority to transfer control of corpoation to 
Lit Brothers, 560 kc with 500 watts nights, 1 kw days; 
WKOK, Sunbury, application for day power increase 
from 100 to 250 watts dismissed with prejudice, as 
applicait’s request for withdrawal was received less 
than 30 days prior to scheduled hearing; WSAN, Allen- 
town, denied petition asking commish to reconsider 
and grant applications of WSAN for voluntary assign- 
ment of station license of WSAN (Incorporated) a 
Delaware Corporation, to WSAN (Inc.), a Pennsylva- 
nia corporation recently formed, and for the voluntary 
assignment of license of WCBA, Allentown, to WSAN, 
Inc., the Pennsylvania corporation; WHAT, Philadel- 
phia, granted petition to reconsider commish action 
denying frequency change from 1310 to 1220 kc, in- 
crease of power from 100 watts to 1 kw, and change in 
hours of operation from sharing with WTEL, Phila- 
delphia, to unlimited; Pottsville Broadcasting Co., 
Pottsville, denied new station to be operated on 580 
ke with 250 watts days only, commish reversing Ex- 
aminer Dalberg; WBAX, John H. Stenger, Jr., Wilkes- 
Barre, application for change in hours of operation 
from specified to unlimited remanded to docket for 
further hearing on engineering features. 

Rhode Island: WPRO, Providence, granted amended 
petition asking commission to approve transaction by 
which control of license was relinquished and in con- 
nection therewith suspended operation of Rule 103.18, 
particularly paragraph (b) thereof, relating to trans- 
fer of control of licensed corporations. 

South Dakota: KELO, Sioux Falls, granted installa- 
tion of new equipment and present antenna system of 
KSOO, Sioux Falls, to be used for KELO. 

Tennessee: WTJS, Jackson, denied petition asking 
commish to reconsider action in denying frequency 
change from 1310 to 920 kc and power jump from 100 
watts nights, 250 watts days, to 250 watts nights, 500 
watts days, and to grant same; Ted R. Woodward, 
Kingsport, denied new station to be operated on 1210 
ke with 100 watts days only, Examiner R. L. Walker 
sustained. 





ROCKWELL-O’KEEFE 











Texas: Brownwood Broadcasting Co., Brownwood, 
denied new station to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 


watts days, commish reversing Examiner Hyde; Sweet- 
water Broadcasting Co., Sweetwater, denied new sta- 
tion to be operated days on 1310 ke with 100 watts, 
Examiner Hyde reversed. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Alaska: KGBU, Ketchikan, changes in equipment, 
change power from 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, to 1 kw all 
times. 

Arizona: KGAR, Tucson, change frequency from 1370 
to 1340 kc, change power from 100 watts nights, 250 
watts days, to 250 watts all times, install vertical 
antenna. 

California: Airfan Radio Corp., Ltd., San Diego, new 
station to be operated on 1420 kc with 100 watts. 

Georgia: WTOC, Savannah, install new transmitter 
and jump power from 1 kw to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days. 

Illinois: Martin R. O’Brien, Aurora, new station to 
be operated on 1500 ke with 250 watts, days only. 
WTAD, Illinois Broadcasting Corp., Quincy, change 
hours of operation from days to unlimited, using 1 kw. 


Indiana: C. Bruce McConnell, Indianapolis, new sta- 
tion to be operated on 1500 kc with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days, specified hours. 

Iowa: N. B. Egeland, Roland, new station to be oper- 
ated on 1500 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, 
specified hours. 

Michigan: WKAR, Michigan State College, E. 
sing, install new transmitter, make changes in antenna 
system, boost power from 1 to 5 kw. 

Missouri: KWOS, Jefferson City, boost power from | 


100 watts to 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, and | ‘°* 


change hours of operation from days to unlimited. 

New York: WBNX, New York, change name from | 
Standard Cahill Company, Inc., to WBNX Broadcast- | 
ing Co., and make changes in directional antenna. 

North Carolina: Broadcasters, Inc., Gastonia, new 
station to be operated on 1420 kc with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days. 

Oklahoma: Meno Schoenbach, Woodward, new sta- 
tion to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts. 

Oregon: Pacific Radio Corp., Grants Pass, new sta- | 
tion to be operated on 630 kc with 500 watts. 

Pennsylvania: WBRE, Louis G. Baltimore, Wilkes- 
Barre, jump day power from 100 watts to 250 watts. 

Texas: KRIS, Corpus Christi, increase night power 
from 250 watts to 500 watts. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


California: Boost in power and change of frequency 
for KDON, Del Monte, was recommended to the com- 
mish by Examiner P. W. Seward, who at the same 
time turned down an application for a new daytime 
station ing he nearby town of Salinas. 


Lan- 


DOUBLE DOUBLING 


Baseball Alternates Daily Between 
Sponsors, Also Stations 








Atlanta, May 11. 
WATL and WGST have an un- 
usual deal whereby stations both 
carry play-by-play descriptions of 
games of the Crackers, local South. 
ern Assn. ball club, on alternate 
days. 











Two sponsors bankroll, General 
Mills (Wheaties) and Goodrich 
(tires) also alternating on the sta- 
| tions, 

Joseph M. Barnett has merged 
with Ben Rocke’s producing outfit. 
* 7 


Fred Allen 
Portland Hoffa 


ine “Town Hall Tonight’) 
SAL HEPATICA-IPANA 

WEAF—Wednesdays 9-10 P.M. EST 
Dir.: WALTER BATCHELOR 








Applicants in each case were newspapers—KDON 
belonging to the owner of the Monterey Peninsula 
Herald and the Salinas request coming from Salinas 
Newspapers, Inc., a new outfit controlled by a group 
of Iowa publishers. 

Plans to extend service of KDON, now operating 
on 1210 ke with 100 watts, were approved by the ex- 
aminer who praised transmitter’s method of advertis- 
ing and declared a change to 1400 ke and a power 
increase to 250 watts nights, 1 kw, would have a bene- 
ficial effect on the entire community. Salinas News- 
papers, however, would create interference to KDON, 
if its application for a station on 1390 kc with 250 watts 
days were granted, Seward contended. Backers of the 
Salinas outfit 1@ ve never resided in California, with 
the exception of a 10% stockholder who has lived in 
Salinas a year and who proposes to dictate the policies 
of the new station, the examiner pointed out. 

Legal representative of KDON was H. H. Shinnick 
with Clarence C, Dill and James W. Gum appearing 
for Salinas Newspapers, Inc. 

Rhode Island: Go-ahead signel for WJAR, Provi- 
dence, on a day juice jump from 1 kw to 5 kw was 
approved by Examiner Ralph L. Walker. Veteran 
NBC outlet, which has been operated since 1922, would 
not provide interference to WELI, New Haven; WORL, 
Boston, or other New England stations, Walker de- 
clared, but would be enabled to increase its daytime 
service to serve a larger population through the 
change. 

Providence transmitter was represented at the hear- 
ing by Horace L. Lohnes and Fred W. Albertson. 


SET FOR HEARING 


Louisiana: WDSU, New Orleans, new station to be 
operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days. 

Minnesota: WMIN, Edward Hoffman, St. Paul, change 
frequency from 1370 to 1400 ke and increased night 
power from 100 to 250 watts. 
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POLISH A SPECIALTY 


Sat WHET Dee Pasting he Reet tee Gee 


Detroit, May 11. 
With an eye to building up Eng- 
clientele of 
WMBEC here has organized a board | for an ‘adequate’ weather forecasting 
of dramatics to be headed by Mary | system. 
women’s 
Others on 
Repaid, Don Morris and Jack Mc-|a 50% service to the agricultural | 








FARM STATION RAPS 





Des Moines, May 11. 
H. R. Gross, news editor of WHO. 
station, | Des Moines, has opened a campaign 





Claims that two weather | 
household | maps a day, now supplied by the 
board are Billy| U. S. weather bureau, is practically 


industry; says all major nations of 


* + 
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Orchestra 
RE-ENGAGED 
2ND YEAR 

OPENING MAY 12 


HOTEL ST. REGIS 


NEW YORK M.C.A, 
























“BARON MUNCHAUSEN” 


JACK 
PEARL 


RALEIGH and 
KOOL CIGARETTES 


WJZ—10 P.M., D.S.T.—Fridays 
NBC Network 


Dir.: A, & S. LYONS, Ine. 
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GREAT 
AMERICAN 
EDITOR 
@ GULF REFiNniNG 
COMPANY 
SUNDAYS 
7:30-8 P.M., DST 
WABO 
CBS 
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BROADCASTING 








6th YEAR FOR 
BLACKETT - SAMPLE 
HUMMERT, INC. 


ANACIN 








JACQUES 


|AUGHTER EARS ano [{EART-THROBS, 


Lt) 


Presented by Ivory Soap - 99 “*/100 °/o pure 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


| 
NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. DST | 
IN ‘ NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri.3:45 p.m. DST § 

+ 


COAST TO COAST 
Dir., COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 





Station, known for its Polish and 
other foreign-tongue programs, fig- 
ures it can’t neglect its English lis- 
teners and therefore has set out on 
program-building spree. Object is to 
build up dramatics as station's forte. 

New board will not affect present 
setup working on Polish programs, 
which includes 20 full-time actors, 
three announcers, six-piece ork and 
about $2.200 monthly for talent out- 
lay. 








Europe prepare at least four weather 


maps each day as a basis for weather | 


forecasting. 
Listeners are invited to express 


their opinions in writing to WHO for | 


transmittal to the Congress of the 
United States. 





Ed Davies, NBC Chicago baritone, 
booked with Paul Whiteman’s or- 
chestza for Loew’s Capitol, Wash- 
ington, D. C., week May 21. 


FRAY 


BRAGGIOTITI 








“Brought down the house’ 
—Boston Evening Transerti'| 


NBC NETWORK 


TWICE WEEKLY 
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36 Exceptions to Examiner's Report’ 


Washington, May i! 





| ope 
Sharp attack on ‘Tecommendation | Pacific Coast Notes 


of Examiner John P. Bramhall that | 
50-fold | 


WMEX, Boston, receive 
power boost came last week on the 
heels of Federal Communications 
refusal to grant pleas for rehearing 
to clear various unsettled issues. 
Although further ventilation 
been believed probable, Broadcast 
Divisionites were hard - hearted 
toward request of WHDH, Boston, 
for recommitment of the contro- 
versial Bramhall report but did ex- 
tend time for filing objections to ex- 
aminer’s findings. Losing no time, 
counsel for competing transmitters 


had | 





Fern McChesney McNeil is return- 
ing to NBC staff in San Francisco as 


assistant to David McKay, in charge 
of sales promotion. Mrs. McNeil, 
formerly in the sales traffic office, 
succeeds Adele Hoover, who has re- 
signed to go in for freelance adver- 
tising, 

Harold Moore new head of San 
Francisco office of Thomas Lee 
Artist Bureau. Succeeds Wilt Gun- 
| zendorfer, who has been shifted to 


fired barrage of bleats, accusing 
Bramhall of disregarding pertinent 
points and of overemphasizing | 


WMEX contentions. 


Principal blast came from WLAC, | 


Nashville, and WAAB ahd WNAC,|in a Los Angeles hospital following 


Boston, which, via Paul D. P. Spear- 
man, took 36 specific exceptions to 
the examiner’s analysis of March 
hearings. Requests for oral argu- 
ments accompanied appeals for 
added hearings and attack on Bram- 
hall recommendation. 
Spearman’s Points 

Going into multiple phases of the 
dispute, Spearman laid stress on four 
objections. Namely, financial re- 
sponsibility of The Northern Corp., 
WMEX license-holder; type of ser- 
vice previously rendered and con- 
templated; economic effect of boost 
to 5 kw on competing outlets; 
engineering problems. 

In challenging the evidence of 
financial ability, Spearman pointedly 
raised the question whether North- 
ern Co. stockholders have made 
secret agreement to transfer 
ests to undisclosed parties. Hinted | 
he suspects construction fund of 

(Continued on Ps ige 46) 


Press ee on Oath 


Philadelphia, May 11. 
J. W. Stanistreet, who presents 
‘Your Neighbor’ program on WDAS, 
used to be an upholsterer. He wrote 


Los. Angeles headquarters. 


on NBC's 
trilling again 
’tween the sheets 


Zarova, Russian canary 
San Francisco staff, 
after several days 


an auto accident during a brief va- 
cash. Jeane Cowan, another network 
warbler, also back after several day 


in Los Angeles. 


J. Savington Crampton of William 


| Esty agency ended his Coast stay. 


and | 


| Syracuse, 
| Russ Parker 


inter- | 


| 
| 
| 


| trailer 
| Has everything in it, 


poetry on the side. With the depres- | 


sion the upholstery biz slipped out | 


from under him and he turned to | 


full-time musing, reading his poems 
on the air. 

Last week listener recognized his 
voice and name and wrote him a 
complaint about an upholstery job 
he did for her four years ago. 





Bob Burns off on a fishing trip to 
nowhere, 

















INTERNATIONAL 
‘NEWS SERVI 




















Irving Parker passing a couple of 


weeks in N. Y. with his boss, Earl 
Ferris. 

Kin Platt now writing for Ken 
Murray and Oswald. 

William Lasdioin, radioite from 


been re-christened 
pictures. 


has 
for 
Duke McLeod is with the Victoria, 
C., Broadcasting. Association 
doubling from sportscasting to 
tion promotion. 





sta- 


Bette Davis and John Beal will do 
‘Another Language’ for Lux May 17. 





Grace Moore and her mate, Valen- 
tin Perera, seeing the west in a 
between broadcasts for Nash. 
including a 
miniature piano. 

Lloyd Pantages will do a Holly- 
wood coverage for a shaving lotion 
outfit. 


WCPO Derby Specials 


Cincinnati, May 11. 
Kentucky Derby eve feature, 
sent Harry Hartman, sports- 
caster, and Bob Bentley, general 
miker, to Louisville for piping of 
six quarter-hour programs Friday 
(7). Stanzas, all sponsored, were 
for Truly Warner, Jimmy Brink’s 
Town Club, Fuller Ford and Lincoln 
dealer, Beau Brummell ties, Kool 
and Raleigh cigarettes, and Cincin- 
nati Post. 





Asa 
WCPO 





New Spielers at WHK 
Cleveland, May 11. 
Carl Mark from WHN, New York, 
and Guy C. Wallace from WCAU, 


| 


Lawyer Raps WMEX, Boston, Tactics; ¥# Authentic Gureles 


Of Hills for KMOX, St. L 


St. Louis, May 11. 
Several members of KMOX staff 
flew to Lake of Ozarks, Wednesday 


(5) to make special sound effects to | 
forthcoming episode of | 


be used in 
Union Electric Light & Power, Sun- 
day p. m. show ‘The Land We Live 
In,’ a dramatized presentation of the 


ory of St. Louis. Tri-motor plane, 
owned by company, was used and 
those making trip were C. G. ‘Tiny’ 
Renie program director; Graham 
Tevis, chief engineer; Don Phillips, 
sound effects man; Gordon Sherman, 
engineer and Bradford Simpson, 
author of ‘The Land We Live In.’ 


New portable recording equipment 
was used to make records of native 
sounds of the mountains and the 
modern sounds of the great Bagnell 
Dam, one of company’s power units. 
Recordings will be used in program 
entitled ‘The Ozark Mountains, Old 
and New’ to be presented in a fort- 
night. 


Philco Strike End Near 


Philadelphia, May 11. 
Negotiators, who confabbed all 
day yesterday, said a settlement is 


near in the strike which has kept 


; 8,500 Philco employees out of work 


since April 30 and tied up Philly’s 
largest payroll. 


Strike was called by United Elec- 
trical and Radio Workers, C.I.O. 
union, after three months of fruitless 


conferences. Employees demand a 
10 cents an hour increase 


cents differential for night work. 


Pote : an Oratery Doc 


Boston, May 11. 
director of WMEX, 
of the Art of Oratory 


Alfred J. Pote. 
given Doctor 


| degree by Staley College. 


| Univ., 





Philly, being taken on by Cleveland's | 
twin stations of WHK-WJAY as an- | 


nouncers. 
Bud Sweeney, shifted to WHKC’s 
staff in Columbus, O. 


Replace Charles Lutz and | 


Duke Lidyard also made Beverly | 


Dean’s assistant in handling 


publicity. 





Lynn Willis toe KYW 
Philadelphia, May 11. 

Lynn Willis, who resigned from 
gabbing staff of WIP last week, after 
six years’ service, has taken similar 
post at KYW. 

Crew at latter outlet being aug- 
mented for installation of universal 
five-day week. 





Helen Gray on WHN, New York 


Helen Gray new femme commen- | 


tator on WHN, N. Y., with a brace 
of afternoon sustainers weekly. , 
Bounded into the big burg with 


backgrounds at KYW and WFIL, | 


Philly. 


radio 





Also dubbed at 
were Gov. 
Gleason L. 
and 
ciate ed 


same ceremony 
Charles Hurley, of Mass.; 
Archer, dean of Suffolk 
Myron Weiss, an asso- 
of ‘Time.’ 


with 5} 





Rapid Okay for WLWL, New York Sale 


| 
| 





Washington Pun 


Washington, 
Arde Bu 


May 11. 


lova, the correct time 


sponsor and prospective net- 
work creator, has a new tag, 
resulting from his recent ex- 
pansion of radio interests 

In industry circles locally, 
he’s described as ‘the watt—ch 


maker.’ 


Jockey Club on KYA 


May 11. 











San Francisco, 

California Jockey Club is signing 
|}checks for daily broadcasts of the 
| top race at Bay Meadows over KYA, 
San Francisco, with Joe Hernandez 
| announcing Races are run every 
|afternoon except Sunday and Mon- 
| day, with the season folding May 29 
Quarter-hour sponsored broad- 
casts are in addition to a haif-hour 


| 

| 

|night program during which Her- 
|mandez’ descriptions of the day's 
| races, made over the p. a. system 
|}at the track, are heard via elec- 
trical 


transcription. 


| WPA Talent on WOR 


WPA hooks 
WOR for participating on 
the daily 


radio project 
first time, 
afternoon 


|hour program m. c.’d by Norman 
| Brokenshire. 

| Uncle Sam's nieces and nephews 
| will put on a news dramatization 
| labeled ‘Radio Almanac,’ which bas 
| been airing on WHN, commencing 
|next week. WPA part of the pro- 


gram will be handled by 
and WPA actors will 
station on their 


Ira Ashley, 
cuffo for the 
part of the period. 
Margaret Brayton appearing 
five different Hollywood shows. 


on 


| than 


Bespeaks Politicians’ Satisfaction 


. RRR 


Washington, May 11 
Yisregarding Congressicnai ag 
tion over profit-making in stat 
swaps, Federal Communications 
Commission last week hastily rati- 
fied purchase of WLWL, New York, 
by Arde 3ulova, watch magnate 
and promoter of a prospective At- 
lantic seaboard web. 
While the deal was 
ately one of the costliest 
proved, the Commish unanimously 
granted permission for the 
maker to acquire the franchise 
the Paulist Fathers without 
the matter down for hearing En- 
thusiastic consent was due to uni- 
versal desire to end the years of 
feuding with the Catholic order. 
Broadcast divisionites heaved visible 
Sigh of relief when the 
out of the way. 
Desire to write 
record of scrapping 
cilities for WLWL stronger 
Commish concern about what 
Congressional critics may say about 
a transaction at the rate of $55,000 


lla- 
on 


proportion- 


ever apbe- 


from 
setting 


case was 


final 
over 


chapter in 
better fa- 
was 





| ures ever rubber-stamped. 


per kilowatt, one of the highest fig- 
Because 


|} the Paulists have plagued the F. C., 


1C. ever 
| cast 
| permission under 


onto | 


| 


sustaining half | 


Broad- 
eager to five 
any circumstances. 
Completion of the deal advances 
Bulova a step nearer his plan for 
a seaboard chain of local outlets. 
Watchman previously had interest 
in four stations, WNEW and WOV, 
New York; WELI, New Haven, and 
WCOP, Boston, and is in on WNBC, 
New Britain. Prospects are WLWL 
will be scrapped, with Bulova try- 
ing to put over a series of frequency 
shifts which will inerease the value 
of his other properties and brighten 
outlook for the coastal string. 


since its formation, 
Divisionites were 





Tommy Harris now warbling with 


| Fibber McGee and Molly in Hollye 


| wood. 
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ALSO APPEARING 





HELD OVER 
2nd WEEK 


PARAMOUNT 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


WALDORF ASTORIA 


NEW YORK 


VICTOR RECORDING ARTIST 





AT THE 







MANAGEMENT M.C.A. 














(ORIGINATED 


HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF 
THE ORIGINAL 


Direction CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS 


DIXIELAND JAZZ BAND 


1908) CREATORS OF JAZZ AND SWING MUSIC 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK; THIS WEEK (MAY 6) 


ticker- — 








ees ea 











46 VARIETY MUSIC Wednesday, May 12, 1937 





















































i en = = 
i > —-— ————— Tn — a pe — a ——= 
b | George Hessberger will play at} ; 
; ac ‘orest, Ft. Worth, Tex., this | 
On the Upbeat Black Forest, Ft | 
i lepaer: | S 
4 Se es ; ia | 
. . 
i - ' ea , . c ita Rio set for 
i Bob Crosby closing at Congress {May 26. After that he goes south to ote agg oho 1 Patt al tai | 
| hotel, Chicago, May 14, plays two) Dallas territory and then to the a nico sa py a wo | 
: weeks of one-niters before return- | Coast. -OGR., See, ta te hah vend +Little gn eat & ‘ et Cee eesececcccecesoocesteesees aay . 
ing to Chi's Aragon ballroom May | isc q_|| Love Bug Will Get You ..sssecseceeceeceeceeeeees-Santly-Joy 
Ss i 7 se ass o ¢ “ACO = ~ 1, a 
: 29. Ambassador hotel, Atlantic City, Paul Whiteman at Virginia Beach _ eye. Bisse aeeuae? pees — et a ts a EYEE eee EOE OTe ty ; 
F , . . . oS O e ; . ars | * >) “~~ e ; 
; N. J., follows June 18 for indef stay. | for single nightcr May 30 at Cava-| /"'5° rs -- pia “y ve > 0 |] *Will You Remember? ..... tee teeeeeeereceeesesceess Schirmer An 
Sibeaamoks lier Beach Club. Emerson Gill band | friends on the Coast. || “September in the Rain +... peedbecedeabetie-s sono ds Sls Remick ha 
om Taw Fng.| into Cavalier for regular summer . in ee ; ; SRLS -BeBOR | cca die siinses ec cececcccccces bie die cae ce MOUS 
Al Donahue one nieee ts New Eng- pdamenadins. | Freddie Berrens set for City Col- *Too Marvelous for Words .c.ccccccccece pita ey eas Harms be! 
land for Charlie Shr + <gein before lege Prom, Mecca Temple, N. Y., *Moonlight and Shadows ........... Prctwed cameweie ca Popular ee 
pening at Rainbow Room, N. : . ' me May 14, by Abner Greschler. PRUOVEY Bi BEUITIOO) BOOTS 0.5c.60ccctcéesdsesaace neatee ee Robbins gal 
June 2. Woody Herman's crew does| Marvin Frederic, recently signed EE IRONY ch kde cdchakcdasaacsoes tabavese. Feist loc 
same for Shribman after closing at OY pe Spero “leaee at Lees moon George Hall plays for Columbia Carelessly SE ne ee a Oe ae Berlin ste 
Normandie ballroom, Boston. et “hile sone e a oe seer a U. prom., N. Y., May 31. What Will I Tell My Heart?.........cccceccccsscess Crawford - 
; = . oe “ag ——a i — re ae eee eer eee the 
Hal Kemp plays Steel Pier, A. C., otel, Toledo, O., May <6. Lou Blake opens at Plaza hotel, *It's Swell of You TRET CCT Cer eT Cr Ce ee Tee Robbins lag 
July 3 for three days. Returns Aug ‘ 7 : P St. Louis May 14 for CRA. l405. Cae Veee Te Sek bs ene ca ceseedeb asa «we Chappell sc 
21 for another duo with Isham Jones,| Bb Grayson’s orchestra opens and - * Indicates filmusica! song. t Indicates stage production song. The sul 
Will Osborne, Tommy Dorsey and | 5'4YS5 40r summer! = ioe sae Joe Cappi’s crew now playing at others are pops. ; me 
*™= Guy Lombardo, filling July 9, 25, 30 a eg Pesce hinge , ed ~ the Murray Hill hotel, N. Y. CI 
and Aug. 26, respectively, in the es at througn Silly subusn 0 sonia me 
inter alas OIice. | Harry Horton at Le Mirage, N. Y. | C L H d W 
later. ai Led | Harry Horton at Le Mira , Tacté asa Loma Heads West w 
cee Lew Platt’s dance pavilion at} ° oston actics a AI 
Washington Park race track, Chi- a #8: ews George de Horth Jailed 
: Summit Beach, Akron, O., has set _ 4 — . . en 
cago, will open May 24, with Henry Dick Fidl BI B ye a te 1 Casa Loma band has been booked a 
ts ; , ic idler, ue Barron and Aus- | F ay E . ; . ag & ; ] 
Busse selected to blow the bugle. oye che ee albert yp gaa : Philadelphia, May 11 | (Continued from page 45) for an eight-week stay at the Palo- f 
ae Soaks af the Chez Pare tin Wylie bands for summer dates. George de Horth, 48, song write Hs 0 
ar ent “ray - ee oe en and former New York batoneer ~ . . mar ballroom, Los Angeles, starting lin 
next day (25) to go on tour. : ' : — ‘ '| $87,000 to build a new station was on joe ‘ol 
| ee ee rage at na agri was held in $600 bail for ytewee epi advanced by outsiders in return for | May 26, by Rockwell-O’Keefe jo 
theatre, Milwaukee, plays Karie the last week on charges of defrauding | mortgage on the pr arty . | Enroute to the locat b. ban un 
ry » ide fi; - , : ; S gag property or option |} sNnroute ( 1€ ocation job, band 
one ‘ Maced PaO gee Pray atre, Philly, May 28, and Earie the-; Broadwood, Robert Morris and) to grab the transmitter. | one nites it at Coronation Ball, N. Y va 
yor caavabens Detroit starting atre, Washington, June 4 for R-O'K.| Spruce Hotels out of $153 in board Money issue, which was the prin-| May 12; Lakeside Park, Barnesville, _ 
stone allr S, > , Ste ) : ; ; . - 
pert icc ages bills. : ; cipal point of controversy during the} Pa., 13; Penn State U., 14; Valley loc 
: - | Carl ‘Deacon’ Moore follows Clyde Magistrate Costello, in reply to a) hearings, became of major impor- | Dale ballroom, Columbus, O., 15; lak 


Lucas at Beverly C. C.,° Newport,| plea for leniency by de Horth’s at-| tance after the three losers formally | Showboat, St. Louis, 16; Forum, 


moviETONE TOp | Ky., May 25. Barney Rapp succeeds | torney, said: ‘He is a dangerous man| reminded the Commish that WMEX! Wichita, Kan., 17: Adolphus hotel 












latter on June 15. to be permitted to roam at large.’| attorneys refused to furnish re-!} Dallas. 18 to 23. Last three days 
io Cs i eo | de Horth was paroled last year after | quested data about the source of the! before L. A. preem to be spent on 
, | Bunny Berigan bows at Cocoanut | conviction in a $100,000 stolen securi- company’s bank deposits. the hoof. 
gg Hits |Grove, Ambassador hotel, N. Y.,| ties conspiracy. | Spearman charged Bramhall with — 
treme ee ee ee June 1. Tommy Dorsey replaced | ee baer failing ~ pum out the Ned Bradley current at Blossom ca 
eee ee Berigan at Pennsylvania hotel. cash was hurriedly banked before | yo.th, Oklahoma City. ar 





es : Newsreel Biz | the hearing; the corporation auditor, | Le 











Sing and Be Happy Ken Moyer is MCA’s first into only witness vie a a M 
‘bee Beac % ay 2¢ ‘mere | ee : finances, was poorly informed; no of- 

‘What A | ca Hae tela co dane 06 and Boo CuRtinGes fron pegs 3 | ficer or stockholder appeared; and Co) _ 
. . 7 ‘ | Norve July 10. ev |}ample business data was not sup-| th 
Beautiful Beginning Nh Se eee | of expediting the shipments. Dick | plied. Attorney for Nashville and| [= FLASHES | ali 
‘T li 9 Li ht’ Ted Fio Rito opens at the Beverly | Merrill, who had sought to interest Boston stations recalled heperts Bram- to 
ravein ig | Wilshire hotel in Beverly Hills after newsreel companies unsuccessfully hall at the windup of hearings said And Now: The New St 
: ’ |» tour of first nighters winding up in | “°F weeks, was besieged with bids. he was dissatisfied with evidence of Novelty Song Sensation a 

Ready Soon. x : ea teat Flyer was said to have swung} financial responsibility, declaring That Is Stopping All Shows! 


August. $60,000 financing in Wall Street for | statements in the formal report did | 


lp MOVIETONE nS Sa the deal. with the N. Y. Mirror also | not constitute the examiner's ‘true ‘ a 
Sleepy Hall and Joe Haymes play |;ymored chipping in. Understood | judgment.’ TH E 0 RGAN, . 




































































ie ' 
MUSIC CORPORATION | Rocky Glen Park, Scranton, Pa.,| nothing was set when Merrill left eR ereemneinaedmemaaaTl - 
, | May 26 and 31, respectively, for! New York for eastward flight across | 
SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO , Sdle Agents | ay | New Yor or eastwal ight across Cl E () h THE MONKEY | 
1250 SIXTH AVENUE | ROC. | the ocean, idea being that deal would | eve xpo rc estras ok 
RCA BUILDING (RADIO CITY] same be fixed at London. Expected he will sieeitiaiiaas ” 
NEW YORK | Leo Mosley, slide saxophonist, ; fly reels back for all five companies. Cleveland, May 11. AND ME’ m: 
formerly with Louis Armstrong’s | If not, any company may get his Orchs have seen set for series of tos 
. Pandies ws crew, is organizing his own outfit | services, Hearst-Metrotone figured to | fortnight-each summer runs at the 
: * man: have the edge. In any case, what- ! ite “fea Nisacails A SMASH HIT | 
WARREN AND DUBIN for ROC management. lave edge. in any case, at- | Aquacade, feature of the Cleveland ) 
TOP THE LIST WITH —_—— |ever companies _ set hago with | Great Lakes Exposition, beginning ON EVERY PROGRAM! AY 
Maurie Sherman and Grand ball- | Merrill, prints will also be placed on! on May 29 and extending until or 
SEPTEMBER if! room, Chatworth, Ill, meet June 9j| first boat sailing, as precaution in| Sept. 6. SAM | =r o>. 4 fir 
for CRA. | case flyer is forced down or meets | Wayne King opens, followed in ro- PUBLISHING COMPANY do 
iN THE RAIN ees with disaster. |tation by crews of Joe Venuti, | 1250 SIXTH AVENUE fre 
| Phil D‘Arcy replaces Ray O'Hara's | . Xavier Cugat, Dick Stabile, Ted | ACA es wn city 
— band at Governor Clinton hotel, N. | The Coronation | Weems, Shep Fields, Isham Jones 
4 MELODY FOR TWO Y., May 15. London, April 30. and Little Jack Little. | se 7 mt 
ks ae | Earl Marshal and the Westminster | —_—_—_———— ba 
i SUMMER NIGHT | Paul Tremaine plays weeks of one- | Abbey authorities seem to have the Name Bands for Auburn | be 
oy — niters June 12 to 20 for Jerry Cook, | newsreels just where they want them ; an 
a an aids - - ‘ ‘ ee | as regards filming the Coronation in- | Enna Jettick Park, at Auburn, | The New Cotton Club Bit bo 
\ A TERRIFIC HIT! | ROC’s New England promoter. § é . a eee ‘ 4 . 
ri | | ¥ ? | side the Abbey. This week all units | mote = latest - a Ganceries to} WHERE 
4 HOW COULD YOU? | Hy Clark and Edgar Hayes will | Were summoned to a rehearsal, at | eee ie ane an out of evens | } 
¥ . | , “od 'which each of the five companies | ° US¢ Mamers one night out of every | Me 
! | battle musically at Mummie’s Club, | ' panies | two weeks as a big come-on. Here- | is T 9 
° || Newark, N. J.. May 21 was allocated one camera _ position | cacy: Wisi 16 , # Ne 
COMING! fl dh hes) 4 : and detailed to go through the | — wy str ay bands. Tu 
’ * Kea r ae He rices wi e upped for the name | OLD PLANTATION 
WARREN ont DUS [| Enoch Light's band doubles from agen ired ‘oak to aatuae te ct the | attractions. Tommy Dorsey and Oz- od 
THE “SINGING MARINE” | the McAlpin hotel, eo ¥, inte crews would be unobtrusive and | Zi¢ Nelson are already set by MCA, Seveltent af Rave Seam 
| Loew's State week May 20. : with date still open. 
. 1a would not deflect interest from the | Serenade In the Ni ht ‘ 
. REMICK MUSIC CORP. | tems Geav ead the Casa Lome ork royal centerpiece by moving around BO te ae ee a AB 3 g mz 
» &. " aray — inna’ “ .; a : ~— 
y (HARIIE WARREN. Pref. Mer |[|opens at the Palomar ballroom in | Cy"!NE the ceremony. Cameras must | Westlake Terrace Opens "lave veo Ch 
| Los Angeles May 26. | Abbey’s _ interior ” gechibaabure or | tists ee May oo The Comedy Sensation of 1937 ‘ 
St - {under banks of floral decoration. yee ee See —_ 
ial me : : ; and dancery, takes J s - ; 
TOPS IN THE MUSIC BUSINESS [ne crew ™ihe’Par unitShas to be; and dancery, takes down the shut- ff Today | Am a Man . 
satisfied with a tiny cockpit 60 ft. | Collins band oot ter the oumenas | we 
6a . . ” from the ground, concealed in a! = . F 
Another “Foolish Things chamber only 3 ft. 6 ins. high. In| Eleanor Hanson will pipe the vocals. | 7 
this miniature black hole of Calcutta _Management dickering for Indi- | 
ile YOU AND vila THAT Nal T0 BF the crew will need to squat on their | 2%4Polis radio wire nightly except Cx 
knees — maintaining this position | Monday. M 
from 5:30 a.m. till 3 in the afternoon. ee Ec 
The No. 1 Song Plans for ensuring rapid release of as: 
} sequences showing the crowning THE EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC CORPORATION 
have gone all haywire following i 
official pronouncement that nobody Announces the Appointment of ex 
will be permitted to quit the Abbey 





we 
|}until the Coronation is through. pu 
New | Reels of exposed film will, there- 














‘ | fore, need to go into cold storage for : 

j } several hours, and prints are not As General wiretessiqnal Manager . to 
WOULD lexpected to be available till com- A cordial invitation to visit or write to him is extended to his ‘Sa 
| paratively late the same night. many friends Fa 


| Color shots of the Abbey sequences, . ee "*> 
; incidentally, are definitely out. 


* : 
. . { 
| Movietone strove a long time to get | Me 
|a visible picture in Technicolor, but | Ke 


New 


A STAR IS BORN 











| there won't be enough light in the m 
| Abbey. Continues as Professional Manager and, with the rest of the staff, c 
Coming | ——- offers you these fine songs , 
| Navy intelligence officers attached FROM TWO NEW MUSICAL SHOW SUCCESSES ott 
|| T T LF G F N IS |} to the New York City office looked eh) 0, ae me Oh “ORCHIDS PREFERRED” rs 
at some newsreel clips of the Hin- By Swanstrom and Cleary By Herendeen and Stamper mo 
denburg disaster last Friday (7). ‘“‘A Million Dollars” 
» ° sé ’ Lai 
Cc - Subsequently, all newsreels turned Ten O'Clock Town ‘a : Ad I 
oming on ks “shaliaihe Boy, Girl, Moon 
over duplicate prints of their com- “Wake Me Up A Star” - : To 
plete coverage of the accident to the | axe me Up ar What Are You Going To No 
5 ) N F WI TH TH iq W] h f) naval intelligence division working “The Opposite Sex"’ Do About Love’’ 
. ini the investigation. These and un- | Also many swell popular tunes including “You're Precious To Me,” 1 
—- ves still pee a “A-Hunting | Will Go,” and several others aft 
expected to prove invaluable in the . . mo 
IRVING BERLIN, Inc. probe by establishing where the first Room 605 RCA Bidg., Radio City, New York it « 
799 SEVENTH AVE., NEW YORK HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Manager | flames appeared and other details. Qe eae ————— 
tb 
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Weber Warns Locals Riaiiis 
Detroit s Dual Union Card Situation 
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Joseph N. Weber, president of the | 


American Federation of Musicians, 
has taken recognition of an attempt 
peing made to set up a rival union 
with Committee on Industrial Or- 
ganization affiliations. Every AFM 
local has been warned by Weber to 
steer clear of any approach from this 
source. Any local which treats with 
the CIO element in any way but an- 
tagonistically would be regarded as 
‘seabbing’ on the AFM. It has been 
suggested by AFM headquarters that 
most of those active in behalf of a 
CIO musicians’ union are expelled 
members of the federation. 

Several locals have followed up 
Weber’s order with a query that the 
AFM seeks to sidestep for the pres- 
ent. What they want to know is 
what procedure to follow in the case 
of members who make music a side- 
line and whose regular industrial 
jobs have allied them with a CIO 
union. This dual cardholding is com- 
mon, for example, in Detroit. Many 
members of the Detroit musicians’ 


local work in the auto plants, where | 
labor organization is CIO dominated. | 





Music Notes 


Jack Mills has obtained the Ameri- 
can rights to ‘Old Sailor,’ ‘Cowboy’ 
and ‘Why Did You Fall for the 
Leader of the Band?’ from Peter 
Maurice, London pub. Chappell, 
which holds an exclusive contract 
on this side with Maurice, okayed 
the release of these numbers, Mills 
also took over the American rights 
to 10 symphonic numbers from Beal 
Stuttard & Co., London publishers 
of concert music. 








Jimmy Campbell is due back in 
New York within the next 10 days. 
Indications are that he will take 
John Klenner and Maurice Sigler as 
a writing team for British-Gaumont 
picture. They will replace Sammy 
Lerner, Al Goodhart and Al Hoff- 


man, the team which Campbell put | 


together and imported last fall. 





Hollywood Songs, Inc., has the 
American rights to ‘Cuban Pete,’ 
originally published by the J. Norris 
firm of London. Rudy Vallee is 
doing the number on his broadcast 
from Britain tomorrow (Thursday). 





Billy Hill is writing the lyrics and 
musie for a musical with a western 
background, ‘Yippee,’ which the Shu- 
berts will produce. Otto Harbach 
wen Davis, Jr., are doing the 





George Sutherland, of Allen & Co., 
Melbourne publishers, sailed from 
New York for the Coronation last 
Tuesday (4). He will be back June 
15 to close for several American 
catalogs. 





J. Fred Coots and Charles New- 
man have placed ‘Southland Sere- 
nade’ and ‘Chinky Chinee Charley 
Chan’ with Mills Music, Inc. 





Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adam- 
son are tuning up Buddy DeSylva’s 
‘Four Black Sheep’ and ‘Young 
Man's Fancy’ at Universal. 





Sid Lorraine, formerly of Chappell 
Co., has joined the E. B. Marks 
Music Co. as professional manager. 
Eddie Lambert remains as Lorraine's 
assistant. 





Dr. Albert Sirmay, Chappell & Co. 
exec., is spending a month in Holly- 
wood lining up new filmusicals for 
publication. 





Metro has assigned Edward Ward 
to work up the musical treatment for 
Saratoga.’ Ward scored ‘Night Must 
Fall’ for the same studio. 





Martha Raye will warble ‘Public 
Melody Number One,’ cleffed by Ted 
Koehler and Harold Arlen, in Para- 
mount’s ‘Artists and Models.’ 





Sam Coslow is working on music 
and lyrics for ‘On with the Dance,’ 


Miss Fanchon production for Para- 
mount, 





Bill Fleck collabed with Lysle 
Tomerlin and O. M. Watson on ‘Let's 
Not Lose a Moment.’ 





Vincent Lopez caught cold day 
after he landed in Hollywood, and 


motored out to Death Valley to bake 
it out 


> 


Kelton to London 





Frank Kelton has closed with Reg 
Connelly to go to London and work 
on the exploitation staff of Camp- | 
| bell-Connelly Music Co, Kelton’s | 

negotiations with Jack Mills fell 
through, due to their inability to 
| agree on cash. 

Kelton won't leave until the end 
of July, since Connolly will require 
that interim to obtain an entry per- 
mit for the former from the British 
Home Office. Kelton was formerly 
gen. mgr. of Shapiro, Bernstein 
& Co. 


DOCTOR ORDERS 
SPITZER T0 
EASE UP 














Harry Spitzer, gen. mgr. of the 


Chappell Co., has quit as chairman 
of the availability committee of the 
publisher faction in the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers because of poor health. 
Spitzer resigned altogether from the 
committee but John G. Paine, 
ASCAP gen. mgr., induced him to 
remain and then appointed Lester 
Santly to the chairmanship. 

Under doctor’s orders, Spitzer has 
been working on a three-hour day. 
This arrangement has made it nec- 
essary for him to give up all out- 
side tasks. 

Availability committee, which also 
includes Gustav Fischer, was ap- 
pointed late last year to work out 
a formula for determining the cata- 
log ratings of the publisher members 
of the society. 








| 


Musicians Union 
Upholds Job Tax 
At Philly Meeting 


Philadelphia, May 11. 
Factional fight within Musicians’ 
Union here on 2% job tax ended 
with victory for administration and 
continuance of fee at general mem- 

bership meeting on Monday (10). 
The 2% levy on every job played 
by a union musician has been in ef- 


fect for some years. Proceeds go 
into an organization and defense 
fund. Although admittedly neces- 
sary, the rake-off has always been 
poison to the rank and file. 

Operating on this known anti- 
pathy, Romeo Cella, former prez of 
the local and twice defeated by A. A. 
Tomei, present chieftain, organized 
the dissenters and brought the fight 
into the open. It came to a head 
with yesterday's meeting. 

Although about 500 members were 
present, only 391 votes were cast. 
The others were opposed to the levy, 
but refused to cast a ballot against 
the administration of Tomei. Re- 
sults ‘were 229 votes against the tax 
to 162 for it, but as two-thirds vote 
was required to beat it (260), the 
tax was continued. 

Tomei’s promised organization of 
musicians in city’s niteries, which 
has been lagging pending outcome 
of yesterday's balloting, will get un- 
| der full steam this week-end he said. 
| Broadwood hotel has already been 
|visited and given three weeks to 
|ecease using non-union bands _ at 
'functions. Stephen Girard and Rit- 
| tenhouse hotels also notified, but no 
time limit set. 


Tompkins Sails June 11 


| seeing 


| M. E. Tompkins, head of Associated 
| Music Publishers, Inc., is sailing for 
Europe June 11. He figures on stay- 
ing there until the middle of Au- 
| gust. 

| While on the other side Tompkins 
| will cover the music publishing field 
| for agency affiliations and study the 
latest developments in sound on film 














recording. 





Most Played on Air 





Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are computed 
for the week from Sunday 

through Saturday (May 2-8). 

Carelessly 
*September in the Rain 
*Never in a Million Years 
*Where Are You? 

*There’s a Lull in My Life 
tLittle Old Lady 
*Too Marvelous for Words 

Boo Hoo 
*That Foolish Feeling 

It Looks Like Rain 
*Let’s Call Whole Thing Off 
*Sweet is the Word for You 

Dream Ranch 

Love Bug Will Get You 
*How Could You? 

*Blue Hawaii 

*They All Laughed 

*You Can’t Take That Away 
*Swing High, Swing Low 
*Sweet Leilani 

Dream of San Marino 
*My Little Buckaroe 
*Jamboree 

You Showed Me the Way 

When Two Love Each Other 
* Indicates filmusical song. 

t Production number. 


JOE MORRIS CO. CLAIM 
FOR BACK ROYALTIES 


Joe Morris Music Co. has put in 
a claim with the American Society of 


Composers, Authors & Publishers for 
the performance royalty shares allo- 
cated on ‘Memphis Blues’ since 1934. 
Society has credited Handy Bros. 
with the copyright ownership of the 
tune and paid the latter firm what- 
ever royalties were set aside for it 
on the basis of performance points. 

Morris has controlled the copy- 
right on ‘Memphis Blues’ since 1922, 
but was unaware until recently of 
the Society’s crediting the ownership 
to another concern. Composition was 
bought outright from W. C. Handy, 
its creator, by Theron C. Bennett for 
$50 in September, 1912. Bennett 
transferred the copyright to the 
Frank K. Lawson Printing Co. in 
1918 and four years later the copy- 
right became Morris’ property by 
purchase. Handy originally titled 
the melody ‘Mister Crump.’ George 
A. Norton in 1913 contributed both 
the present lyric and the title. 
‘Memphis Blues’ has earned its copy- 
right owners hundreds of thousands 
of dollars, with the major source of 
this income being phonograph rec- 
ords and performances. 

Another one of these outright buys 
which has brought big returns is 
owned by the Morris firm. It’s ‘Mel- 
ancholy Baby,’ which its author, 
Ernie Burnett, sold originally to 
Bennett for $100. 














Coast Bands to Jam 
In Crosby Benefit 


Hollywood, May 11. 

Half a dozen bands are skeded 
to ring the welkin May 23 at a 
swing concert being promoted by 
Bing Crosby as a benefit for Joe 
Sullivan, ailing pianist. 

Event is scheduled to start at 3 
p. m. and continue until tootlers 
are too tired to blow. Pan-Pa- 
cific Auditorium has been engaged 
and bands lined up are those of 
Jimmy Dorsey, Victor Young, 
Georgie Stoll, Harry Owens, Ted 
Fio-Rito, and probably Glenn Gray. 





Abner Silver and Al Sherman sail 
for London next Wednesday (19) to 
do the score for a picture. 








Ren 





Can.paign to 
departments on a strictly union basis 
has been launched by Local 802. It 
is reported that the Pennsylvania 
Hotel and the Essex House have al- 
ready acquiesced to this proposal. A 
clause stipulating the use of none but 
union musicians for banquet dates 
will be incorporated in the next con- 
tracts the New York Musicians Union 
makes with the local hotels. 

Previously the hotel managements 
have resisted efforts to make all 
music in their places 100% 
holding that the local had no right 
to extend its demands beyond the 
main dining room. 


induce New York | 
hotels to put their banquet booking | 


union, | 





Hoagy’s 3 New Ones 





Hollywood, May 11. 
Hoagy Carmichael has disposed 


Stanley Adams. 


DREYFUS BUY 
OF DASH CO. 
COLD 





London, April 30. 

Attempt of the owners of the 
Chappell Co. to acquire a controlling 
interest in the Irwin Dash Music Co, 
has failed. Chappell partnership, 
which consists of Louis and Max 
Dreyfus and Louis Sterling, sought 
to buy Reg Connelly’s stock in the 
Dash outfit, offering to pay him far 
more than the issued price, but Con- 
nelly refused to sell. Connelly was 
also offered a substantial bonus for 
the goodwill of the business. 

Connelly controls 59% of the Dash 
firm. Dash himself holds 40%, with 
the balance in Jimmy Campbell's 
name. Dash has the title of manag- 
ing director and as a condition of the 
sale Chappell had offered to retain 
him in his present position. 


Nick Lucas Wins Law Tilt 
Based on Alleged Failure 
To Plug Small Town Song 


Pittsburgh, May 11. 

Nick Lucas won a Federal Court 
battle here last week over a song 
written by two Canonsburg, Pa., 
men without having to put in a de- 
fense. Jury didn’t even get a chance 
to decide on the complaint, as Judge 
Nelson McVicar granted the motion 
of the defendant’s counsel for a com- 
pulsory non-suit in the action 
brought by Frank Stasio, music 
teacher and orchestra leader, and 
Ralph Anthony, coal company clerk. 

Plaintiffs charged that Lucas had 
failed to live up to an agreement 
to lend his efforts to having their 
tune, ‘When Your Road Leads My 
Way,’ published. Lucas, on the stand, 
claimed that he had plugged the 
number on several broadcasts be- 
tween 1931, when it was given him, 
and 1933, when the suit was filed, but 
that it didn’t awaken sufficient in- 
terest for any publisher to chance it. 

Lucas said he tried to interest a 
flock of publishers in the tune, but 
without avail. His agreement with 
Stasio and Anthony called for 50% 
of the publication royalties, with the 
remainder being split between the 
writers. Oral testimony tending to 
show other agreements between the 
parties was ruled out by Judge Mc- 
Vicar, who placed the costs on the 
plaintiffs. 








Local $02 Moves Against Big Hotels 
ing to Non-Union Social Fetes 





To Knight Sterling 


| London, May 11. 





{the Coronation honors list for 
| knighthood. He is former head of 
| defunct Sterling Pictures and now 
| connected with Chappelll’s, 
publishers. 

| Sterling qualifies through political 
| and public service. 


Whitney Blake, music pub, cut in 


on the coronation furor with a new! system 


music | 





: 





| Liebman 


Tumulty, Woodrow Wilson's Sec'y, : 
May Join ASCAP in Washington 





Joseph P. Tumulty, secretary of 
the late President Woodrow Wil- 
son and an active figure in national 
Democratic circles, may be retained 
by the 


three new numbers to Paramount American Society of Com- 
for future productions. posers, Authors and Publishers in a 

Songs are ‘April in My Heart legal and contact capacity. Move 
Again,’ lyrics by Helen Meinardi; | nah he i es ; ; e 
‘The Hum of My Heart’ and ‘The | Woulc ’ in line with the general 
Two of You,’ both with lyrics by | change in approach to political and 


public relations matters which 


ASCAP has been undergoing recent- 
ly. 
cussed at a meeting of the Society's 
newly created administrative com- 
mittee Monday (10). 

Tumulty has been practicing law 
in Washington for the past 16 years. 
His connections have been and are 
particularly strong in the midwest 
and west, and it is figured that the 
ASCAP assignment would place him 
in charge not only of Washington 
legislative matters, but of the drastic 
Situation for ASCAP deriving from 


the epidemic of anti-Society state 
legislation which is sweeping the 
country. Tumulty would also con- 


tribute his services to the campaign 
for better public relations and un- 
derstanding of the functions of 
ASCAP which that organization in- 
tends to put into full force in the 
near future. 


With Tumulty allied with it, the 
administrative committee believes 
that it will have a well-rounded set- 
up for dealing with political and 
public relations subjects. Job that 
E. C. Mills is now doing for the so- 
ciety is strictly in that direction, 
while John G, Paine, the Society's 
new gen. mgr., is expected to make 
valuable use of Washington contacts 
he made as. chairman of the board 
of the Music Publishers Protective 
Association. Selection of Tumulty 
for the post has, it is understood, re- 
ceived the full endorsement of Froh- 
lich & Schwartz, general counsel for 
ASCAP. 


CONSOLIDATED SETS 
BESTOR AT CONGRESS 


Chicago, May 11. 

Congress Hotel’s Casino has been 
snapped up by Consolidated Radio 
Artists’ office. Highly competitive 
situation arose over the Casino band 
booking, with three of the major or- 
ganizations of the country bidding 
for the spot. CRA came in breezing 
with Don Bestor orchestra which 
will open there on Friday (14). 


With the take-over of the Casino 
by CRA it gives this organization a 
quartet of the prime rooms in Chi- 
cago; the others being the Drake 
Hotel’s Gold Coast Room, the La- 
Salle Hotel’s Blue Fountain Room 
and the Casino Parisien in the More 
rison hotel. 

CRA also well repped in St. Louis 
with its Lou Blake at the Plaza 
hotel, opening May 14, and Barney 
Rapp current at the Chase hotel. 











Gumble by Acclaim 





Mose Gumble, incumbent prez of 
the Professional Music Men, song 
pluggers’ organization, was unani- 
mously nominated for repeat term at 
meeting of the group last Friday (7) 
night in the Hotel Astor, N. Y. 

Other nominations included Rocco 
Vocco for first vice-prez, Joe Sant- 
ley for second vice-prez; Mack Stark, 
Harry Liebman, Bob Miller and 
Johnny White for third vice-prez; 
Irving Tanz for treasurer; Harry 
and Michael Schloss for 
financial secretary; Louis E. Schwartz 


|for recording secretary and various 


| candidates 





for sergeant-at-arms, 


board of governors and board of 
trustees. 
Financial report was also read. 


Louis Sterling is among those on | Second nominations and the election 


will take place at the next meeting 
Friday night (14), also at the Astor. 





Indiana Summer Policy 


Indianapolis, May 11. 
Indiana Roof goes to summer pol- 
icy this week, remaining open only 


,;on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
nights. Johnny Courtney orches‘ra 
playing currently. Lack of e>-oling 

inspired dropping of othe 


| 


one, ‘Londen On a Foggy Afternoon.’ | two nights from weekly schedule. 


Tumulty’s appointment was dis-*™s 
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‘Ladies Free’ Lure for Factory 


Girls: 


- Only Big Town Sans Hotel Dancing 


Has Lots of Ballroom Showmanship 





By JOHN C. SPEARS 
May 11. 


months 


Indianapolis, 


Oncoming summer finds 


the local ballroom managers formu- | 


lating new policies and 
ship stunts, in endeavoring to bring 


out the patrons to spots in town, | 
and compete against the outdoor pa- 
vilions around Indianapolis, and at 


the host of lake resorts in Northern 
Andiana, which are within motoring 
distance. 

Tom Devine, who operates Indiana 
Roof Ballroom, largest spot in In- 
dianapolis, has closed down to Fri- 
day, Saturday and Sunday nights, 
and as has been his practice in pre- 
vious years, will undoubtedly shut 
up entirely for at least three months 


Harms Presents 


A New 


THE LITTLE 
OLD FASHIONED 
MUSIC BOX 


VIENNA DREAMS 


BRAND NEW 


I'M HATIN’ THIS 
WAITIN’ AROUND 








Smash 


From 
“READY, WILLING AND 


T00 
MARVELOUS 
FOR WORDS 


THE MOON IS IN 
TEARS TONIGHT 


From WB Prod., “Kid Galahad” 


A B L E”’ 


HARMS, INC., RCA Bldg., N. Y. 
MACK GOLDMAN, Prof. Mgr. 














MOONL 


WORDS AND mutic BY 


CEcLe BURKE 


EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS Inc 
1619 BROADWAY NEW YORK 


showman- |} 





— 





| previous night 


of summer seasen,. Although for-! 
;merly going to the West Coast for 
| the hot months he may remain over 
| 


for theatre management 
theatre, where has some combo 
| stage-screen bookings lined up. 


hg 
ne 


Devine’s femme assistant, Aline 
McMahon, will travel up to Lake 
| Manitou, where she’ll manage the 
Fairview Hotel outdoor pavilion, 


and handle publicity for the entire 
| resort. She’s set Johnny Burkhardt 
| band for three nights opener of the 
pavilion, band coming in from Casa 
Madrid at Louisville, Ky. Jimmie 
| Catheart (brother Jack toots trum- 
pet for Sanders), from campus 
| of Indiana University at Blooming- 
ton, will follow Burkhardt in for ir- 
definite 


Joe 


tour 
stay. 


Free Before 8:45 
Crystal Dance Palace, upstairs 
| hang-out for the Real Silk Hosiery 


| Mills femmes, will 1ty find Kemp, the 
ladies coming all SUmmer*ih* Spite 
of the heat, by admitting them free 
if they get to the gate befowe: 8:45 


of Indiana | 





Asbury Park Grosses 


Asbury Park, N. J., May 11, 

Benny Goodman’s one-night stand 
drew 2,538 paid admissions at $1.10 
a ticket in Walter Readeg’s beach- 
front Casino here Sunday (9). The 
b.o. was a bit disappointing in view 
of Horace Heidt’s turn before 3,997 
here three weeks ago. 

Paul Tremaine, who played an en- 
tire season at the same spot about 








seven years ago, lured about 1,100 
cash customers to the Casino the 
(8). 

Charles Boulanger slated for Sat- 
urday (15), and Ina Ray Hutton for 


Sunday (16). 


freakiest nitery in exis 


HOME UNLIKE 
NEWPORT SPOT 


New Beverly Club, Newport, Ky., 
giant, wide-open casino, is about the 
tence and cer- 


tainly one of the most considerate 
of its -+hired talent and musicians. 
Spot has installed shower conveni- 
ences, rest room, locker rooms, 
etc., for comfort of performing help. 


Differs greatly from ususal dress-in- 
the-kitchen ‘ivins. 

Payoff is\of club’s food source, 
which is part of the site. Grows its 


| own vegetables, has cows and chick- 


| nightly. Charleye Bronstroup’s Swing 
| Band, small combo “of locals “gives 
| out the tunes. 

| Casino, east-end dancery, is only | 


where 
members of band own ithe 


| town 
| Hal Bailey, band leader, and Reiff 
} 


| place in 


Stuart, another of the musicians, are 
| in partnership on the venture, and 
} are now approaching 200 weeks of 
continuous operation. 
| most every 
|} manship _ stunt, 
have semi-outdoor 
| use the ‘Ladies’ Free’ 


| 

show- 
| 

| 

Pea nights only. 


known ballroom 
and for 
floor. 


comeon, 


They also 
but 


Chez Paree is only 


try to last out the summer. 
Burrows’ band from Dayton suc- 
| ceeded by local combo under com- 
bined guadance of Denny 
and Earl Newport. 
Indianapolis continues to be the 
largest city of any throughout the 
nation, which doesn’t have a single 


dine and dance policy. 
a band to be found in any 
Indianapolis hostelry at present. Sad 
plight of local situation is partly ex- 
plained through most of coin flow- 
ing into city’s three clubs, although 
the three operate strict member, or 
member and guests, policy. Colum- 
bia Club and Indianapolis Athletic 
Club are considered the top two, 
with Hoosier Athletic Club tagging 
on as the third. Columbia Club used 
three-piece femme trio, the Harmo- 
dears, in its Cascade Taproom; and 
Amos Otstot band, in club dining 
room and ballroom. Indianapolis 
Athletic Club used Louie Lowe band 
in dining room and ballroom. Both 
clubs do without music for summer 
months. 

Hoosier Athletic Club has roof- 
garden for summer months on split- 
week policy, while winter months 
find indoor ballroom used on same 
basis. Bands are set in on _ spot 
bookings, and this club uses non- 
union outfits. Other two clubs stick 
with the union aggregations. 








Hallett at Hershey, Pa. 


Lancaster, Pa., May 11. 


Mal Hallett and his orchestra was 
the second attraction of the season 
| in the Hershey Ballroom, Hershey. 

Until the season gets farther ad- 
i} vanced, the ballroom will operate 
| only on Saturday nights. Wednes- 
| day dances are expected to be added 
later. Shep Fields, Tommy Dorsey 
and Bob Brown are some of the or- 
| chestra leaders booked to appear in 











part of the} 


business. | 


| ground, 
They use al-| 


summer, | 


floor-show | 
nitery in operation in city, and will | 
Dick | 


Dutton | 


ens, etc., for meats and milk drinks. 
Consideration for boys with store 
molars has inaugurated freak 
chicken raising which, with the aid 
of a spring netting, does not permit 
a chick’s feet to ever touch the} 
It keeps the muscles soft, | 
unlike tough drumsticks on yard- | 
free hens. 


ROCKWELL-0’KEEFE 
PLANS LOOP BRANCH 





Rockwell-O’Keefe is planning 
opening of a Chicago branch office 


| to better compete with its two major | 


; competitors, 


ho'g' with hotel dining rooms using | 
There’s not} 
major | Cleveland. 

. | 
|N. Y. and Hollywood. 








Music Corp. of Amer- | 
ica and Consolidated Radio Artists. | 
Latter two have Chi offices as well | 
as arms in Hollywood, Dallas and | 


R-O’K is repped only in 


All Rockwell biz is handled by the 
two offices it now maintains with 
N. Y. group working west to Kansas 
City and Hollywood outfit picking 
up from there. With no field sales- 
men as others have, Rockwell office 
has tougher time peddling its wares. 
Expense of long distance telephoning 
and wires is calculated to defray 
cost of establishing midwest loca- 
tion, 





Switch Policy in Boston 


Ritz Carlton hotel, Boston, having 
signed with MCA for bands, has 
switched its policy of long run en- 





| 4,000 and followed 
| Reade Casino, Asbury Park, N. J., | 





gagements to a policy of new bands/| 


| every three weeks over the summer 
| for its roof garden. 


Jerry Johnson opened the aerial 
nitery yesterday (Tuesday), 





Sissle Opens Detroit Spot 
Detroit, May 11. 
With Noble Sissle’s band as open- | 
ing attraction, Jefferson Beach ‘play- | 


ground’ opens doors Friday (14), | 
Booked to follow Sissle are Ray | 
Pearl and Sammy Kaye. Set by 
| M.C.A. 

Stephen Focht, who planned light- 
ing installation for Great Lakes 
exposition at Cleveland last sum- 


| Hershey within the next few weeks. | 











| GORDON and R 


nd REVEL Click Again! 





in 20th Century-Fox’s 
Featuring Walter Winchell, 








Robbins Music Corporation 


NEVER IN A MILLION YEARS 
THERE’S ALULL IN MYLIFE WAKE UP AND LIVE 
I'M BUBBLING OVER 





“WAKE UP AND LIVE” 
Ben Bernie and Alice Faye 


IT’S SWELL OF YOU 


© 799 7th Ave., New York 





| 
| 


| 














| brought 


mer, has been added to Beach’s per- | 


sonnel to supervise new equipment 
and lighting effects for playground. 


Jules Duke In and Out 


Philadelphia, May 11. 
Seven-piece Jules Duke combo! 
from Hollenden’ Hotel, | 
Cleveland, to Arcadia-International | 
here to succeed Happy Felton last | 


week, is out. 
Place taken over by Milt Kellem 


Wildwood Signs Denny 
Philadelphia, May 11. 
Earl Denny Orch, out of Benny 
the Bum’s last week, goes into Sport- 
land, Wildwood, Pa., on Memorial | 
Day for summer stay. 


| 
' 
| with nine-man crew. | 
| 
| 








Don Mario musics for Greensboro, 
N. C., Chamber of Commerce May 29. | 


| $1.75 per person charge. 


| attending, 
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PITTSBURGH CAFE MAN 
IRKED AT KAYE DATE 


Pittsburgh, May 11. 
Musicians circles here buzz with 
the alleged peeve of cafe owner Bill 
Green against the Music Corp. of 
America. Cause is the booking of 








Sammy Kaye’s orchestra into the 
William Penn hotel. 
Road house proprietor is said to! 


| feel that M.C.A. in booking Kaye's | 
| Pittsburgh 
| has not given Green the benefit of 
| having taken a 
| when he was an unknown factor. 


return at the big hotel | 


gamble with Kaye 

Manager feels that the exploitation 
and radio build-up, etc., ar- 
ranged for Kaye by himself is re- 
sponsible for the orchestra’s popu- 
larity in Pittsburgh. He had been 
under impression that when next! 
available for a Pittsburgh date he 
would get the nod, Instead M.C.A, 
took the Penn date at more money. 


| 


Whiteman’s Drake | 
Repeat in November 


oo 





Paul Whiteman has already been 
booked for a return at the Drake 
hotel, Chicago, for Nov. 5, follow- 


ing his departure there last week. | 
Whiteman broke attendance record | 
held by Jack Hylton’s band when | 
$14,000 was taken at the inn on his 
first week. | 

Drake engagement was White-| 
man’s first in that territory in sev- | 
eral years and proved an instanta- | 
neous hit. Hotel arranged future | 
booking on strength of recent four 
weeks. 





Goodman on the Go 








Benny Goodman played to 10,000 | 
dancers within a closely knit trio of | 
hoof spots in the east over the past | 
weekend, 

On May 7 band played George F. 
Pavilion, Johnson City, N. Y., to 
with 2,500 at! 


and 3,000 at Valencia ballroom, York, 
Pa. All on the $1.10 ticket, 


oo 


Lucas’ Detroit Duo 


Whether or not close theatre and 
ballroom date in same location can 
effect biz at either will be seen in} 
Detroit when Clyde Lucas band} 
opens at the Michigan theatre, May | 
28. 

Band has also been set for the | 
Edgewater Beach ballroom for June 
4 to 6. Theatre will not permit park | 
to advertise band’s coming until the 
theatre date is already four days 
under way. CRA set experiment, 








Name Bands in Ky. 


Louisville, May 11. 

Name bands strongly represented 
hereabouts, and grabbed some nice 
grosses from Derby visitors. 

Tom Gentry orch, playing Casa 
Madrid Derby Festival Ball, took 
$1,600. Admish was $2.36, including 
taxes. Ted Lewis band, with a cast 
of 30, playing the Jefferson County 
Armory Saturday (8), and sponsored | 
by Quadrant Club, pulled $2,500, at | 


Brown Hotel did fine biz with two 
bands, Benny Strong in the Blue- 
grass Room, and Bobby Meeker in | 
Crystal Ballroom. Carl ‘Deacon’ 
Moore combo attracted crowds to 
Iroquois Gardens. Johnny Burkarth 
band closed Sunday (9) at Casa 
Madrid, with gala farewell party. 








Kyser’s Iowa Clicko 
Clear Lake, Ia., May 11. 
Kay Kyser packed the Surf ball- 
room here May 5, drawing biggest 
crowd of the season. Carl Fox, | 
dance den mgr., even put reserve | 
tables on floor to handle over 1,000 


A.C. Steel Pier Books, 
Three Name Bands 
* For Holiday Weekend 


Atlantic City, May 11. 

The Memorial Day weekend pro. 
gram at the Steel Pier will include 
Guy Lombardo and his Royal Cana- 
dians, Benny Goodman and his or- 
chestra, and Tommy Dorsey and his 
orchestra. These dance bands will 
play successively through the Sat), 


=== 





day, Sunday and Monday holiday 
period each alternating with Alex 
Bartha and his band. 

Sally Rand, fan dancer, will head 


her own revue as another feature for 


| that weekend. 








é 
Presents 


“CHEROKEE STRIP” 


Starring DICK FORAN 
THE GREATEST WESTERN BALLAD 
IN YEARS 


MY 


’ 
| 
| From 
| 














| 
M. WITMARK & SONS | 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. ¥. 
CHARLIE WARKEN, Prof. Mgr. 
——= 
















Just Purchased ! 


The English Smash Swing 
Rhumba Hit 


‘CUBAN 
PETE’ 


Watch This Number Sweep 
The Country! 
Dediateemeniendinteddaimemammenell 


Still the Nation’s Waltz 
Faverite 


‘SEVENTH HEAVEN’ 


rOLLYWOOD SONGS, 


RCA BUILDING -RADIO CITY-NEW YORK.NY. 
PHIL KORNHELSER, Gen. Mar. 
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GORDON and REVEL’S 


[Huma Waltz 


From 20th Century-Fox’s “This Is 
My Affair” 


WithoutYour 
Love 


Kitchy- 
Mi-Koko Isle 


ingland’s Novelty Success 


From Hal Roach’s 


Miccer Music, inc. 


i619 BROADWAY * NEW YORK 





Bob Crosby is due May 25. 




















2 Hits From New Universal's “Top of the Town” 


WHERE ARE YOU ? 
THAT FOOLISH FEELING 


By JIMMY McHUGH and HAROLD ADAMSON 


SIGMUND ROMBERG AND GUS KAHN’S NEW WALTZ 


A LOVE SONG OF LONG AGO 


FROM MGM's “THEY GAVE HIM A GUN” 


LEO FEIST, Inc. * 1629 BROADWAY * NEW YORK 
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Vaude Licenses for Bway Houses 


Delayed, So New Policies Mark Time 


bg 








Vaude plans of some of the New 
York burlesque houses, shut down 
because of lack of licenses, have ap- 
parently been stymied temporarily 
in the License Department. One 
house. Minsky’s Oriental, applied ‘ 
for a license to show colored stage Philadelphia, May 11. 
shows last week for an opening Agents here are squawking against 
Friday (14), but as yet the permit | many nitery . operators who they 
hasn't come through. : pace are chiseling them out of their 

Called area on eee | commish. Agents maintain spots are 

‘lay i in l ses ae Seer 
— willing 4 switch from bur-| hiring acts through them, keeping 
ode to vaude and unit policies, | them one week and laying them off. 
alae Commissioner Paul Moss de- | During the time act is playing, nitery 
clared to Variety that he had ‘noth- | owner gets name and address, 
ing to say.’ Then he amended this by | Beginning of following week. 
saying the licensing was a ‘routine | (WN! calls. act on phone and asks 
matter, but that he did not know | if it wants return engagement. Acts 
” any applications for variety en- | take job without telling agent, com- 
tertainment licenses that had been mish saved going to employer, 


oor sie es eee "| ABA Meeting 
Elects Officers: 
Supports SAG 


week, but still waiting, is the Gaiety, 
also on Broadway. This theatre, 

At its annual meeting Monday 
(10) in New York, 


PHILLY NITERY OPS 
USING NEW CHISEL 











operated by Abe Minsky and Izzy 
Herk, intends putting in white vaude 
and unit shows. 

Plans of the other burlesque the- 
atres are still indefinite in most 
cases so far as switching their 
policies. Most of them are sitting 
back awaiting a possible court re- 
versal of Moss’ refusal to issue new 
burlesque licenses on the grounds 
that the burley theatres had over- 
stepped the bounds of decency and | 
were a menace to the morals of the 
city. 


CHI AGAIN SEES 








the American 


| lution. supporting the Screen Actors 
Guild in its negotiations with the 


| film companies. AFA offered the 
| Guild 10,000 of its members to picket 





| theatres nationally in the event of | 


strike. 
Another 


a 
| resolution passed at the | 
AFA meeting supports «*.e candidacy | 


of Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia for 





| clean administration, as well as his 
| frequent aid to labor in general and 
| the AFA in particular. 

Election of officers for the coming 


Chicago, May 11. 


Another wave of the periodic talk 
os : pee  sgencg Png Pan year piaced Rudy Vallee in the post 
vg ergy dll mag | ‘ary president, With Sophie 
this time, with the North Center and | of honorary presiden P 


, . | Tucker as president. Joe Laurie, Jr., 
Sheridan already playing regular | Ren Bernie, Chic York and Harry 


shows, Great States supposed to start | Richman as first, second, third and 
soon, and an assurance that Warners fourth vice-presidents, respectively. | 


will open its houses in the fall, start- 
ing —  tgronee pies oe a ecutive secretary, and Charles Mos- 
on the far south side, the firs 
September. Council, elected for a term of four 
Lot more acts — rg now, | years, includes Laurie, Richman, El 
since Stratford, WB house, has ar-| Brendel, Eddie Garr, Matt Shelvey, 
ranged for. weekly showing nights, | Louis J. Pope, Guy Magley and Dan 
and claim made by William Morris | Healy. 
office, which books it, that approxi- 
mately 65% cf turns showing there | 


age Pee paraghate l seizing upon 2 UNITS SAIL FOR S.A. 
NITERY DATES; 8 WKS. 


| coni, treasurer. 





elimination of bank nights as an op- 
portunity, have been plugging hard 
with house operators for return of 
vaude, and seem to be making some 
progress, both with circuits and | 
indies. } 





Hal Sands. sailed Saturday (8) for 
Rio de Janeiro. Both are set for 
eight weeks, with options, opening 








. jend of May. First is headed by 

Composers Going Into |Gloria Gilbert and wili play the 
4 a) | Urea Casino. Other outfit con- 
Jumbo S Ft. Worth Spot sists of the Vernons, Whitey and 


| Ed Ford, Bernards and Duvals, Illis 

Deon and 10 girls. and will play the 
Fort Worth, May 11. | Atlantico. 

“Melody Lane,’ a tableau featuring | With the winier season starting in 





pop composers, will be spotted in the | South America, Sands will have two | 


Jarge red building at the Frontier | shows running till September. Line 
Fiesta which housed ‘Jumbo’ last | girls will stay, with the specialty 
year. | acts spotted for eight-week stands 

Among the eight will be Paul | unless held over by the _ niteries. 


Armstrong, who wrote ‘Sweet Ade- | Sands has also set the Milt Britton | 


line’; Joe Howard, composer of ‘I| band for a summer run at the Copa- 
Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now,’ cabana, Rio, opening in July. 

and Jim Thornton of ‘When You | —— 

Were Sweet Sixteen.’ 








Hershey Sports Stunts 
Clips Lancaster Theatres 


Peeple Leaves Sun 
Chicago, May 11. 
Resigning as manager of the local 
Gus Sun office, T. Dwight Peeple has | 
gone to the Polack Bros. Fraternal 
Circus as general agent. 
Will remain with the show, which 


Lancaster, Pa., May 11. 
Hershey sports arena continues to 
divert Lancaster 
and adjacent territory. 


theatre-goers in 


5 yming stars m the Olym- 
has been on the road for four con- | Swimming tal from elgg 
secutive years, until fall, when he | P's and currently a rodeo have | 
will beco ‘on e f ffice which |drawn hundreds from this section. 

eee ee ~~ | During the winter Hershey Hockey 


Polack Bros. plans to open here. team proved a strong drawing card. 
-? = 2, , 
Washburn’s P.A.’s 
Hollywood, May 11. 
Bryant Washburn trained 
Omaha to open a vaude tour. 
Silent pic actor will star in a con- 
densed version of ‘The Man from 
Nowhere.’ 





Kaley’s New Spot | 

Kaley, formerly at the | 
Somerset in Hollywood, moves over 
to the new Club Marti as featured 
warbler. 

Club Marti also has taken on 
Charles Bourne, pianist, who trans- 
ferred from the Cinegrill. 


Charles 


| Federation of Actors adopted a reso- | 


| re-election. He was extolled for his | 


Ralph Whitehead was re-elected ex- | 


| 
| Two nitery units, assembled by | 


for | 


DANCER’S BODY FOUND 
IN ROCHESTER CANAL 


Rochester, May 11. 
Mystery surrounds death of Helen 
Doyle Smith, cabaret dancer, whose 
almost nude and mutilated body was 











found floating in the barge canal 
| here. 
Possibility of suicide ws poouted 


| 
' 
| by authorities, as no signs 


we been | 
found of her clothing. 


WBS PITT. SPOT 
~ OUT ON LIMB 
FOR NAMES 


en | 





Pittsburgh, May 11. 
of Ethel Shutta and 
jreturn to Coast by Henry Armetta 


,for pic assignment practically left 


| 


Cancellation 


| Stanley without stage show for week 
| beginning Friday (14). 


Some quick 
| bookings, however, produced Benny 
| Meroff’s band and Phil Regan as 
| headliner. 

| 


Regan’s date will give rival Fulton | 
|a living trailer on Stanley stage for | 
| five days, since his latest picture, 
| ‘Hit Parade,’ opens at former house 
| May 19, concurrent with his p.a. at 
deluxer. 


Flesh problem becoming serious at 
| Stanley, with management experi- 
encing more and more difficulty cor- | 
ralling names for summer. Shep | 
Fields’ band comes in May 21, with | 
nothing set so far for following week, | 
and local Wilkens Jewelry amateur ' 
show (WJAS every Sunday), headed | 
by Brian McDonald, Jerry Mayhall | 
and Jack Logan, is pencilled in for | 
June 4. After that, there’s nothing 
in sight. House holds contracts with 
both Hal Kemp and Benny Goodman 
but they're ‘when available’ and at 
| the moment they aren't. 


Honky Tonks | 


(Continued from page 1) 











restricted to strippers and bumpers, 
but every now and then along 
comes a gal with a figure, a young- 
ster with a rhythmic pair of feet, or 
tuneful pipes. 

Chicago and New York alone each 
have some 75 to 100 of these store- 
show niteries, using table singers up- 
wards to floor shows of five or six 
| specialties. Average price is $35 per 
| performer, though some of the m.c.’s 
with a rep for having a following 
| may ride up as high as $125. But 
| to get the latter means to be abso- 
|lute tops in the honky line; and 
| when acts get up that high they start 
| edging into the better class cafes and 








} 


|} and 
| International here was reached 


| sistent refusal to take the band from 


| also owns but which hadn't been in- 





| vaude. 

Most of the strippers are from 
vaude and burlesque chorus lines; 
gals who found they could hike their 
| salary from $22.50, $25 and $30 to| 
$45, $50 and maybe $60 by shelling | 
their duds as an individual instead 
of in a unit. 


The hideaways and the new tal- | 
ent gu hand-in-hand, because in| 
these joints anything goes and the! 
talent therefore has all the free rein | 
any trouper would want to put him- | 
self across, 


Typical 
This situation is typical of the | 
,country at large since repeal, and | 


particularly in the past year or so, 
,with improved conditions upping 
general amusement standards. Re- 
| sult has been that where the pubs 
/and taverns at the crossroads could 
get away with an automatic coin- 
operating phonograph, now they spot 


in some live talent. 
That. perforce, said talent non- 
descript in the main, and of very 


slim budget, is an economic exigency 
in that the dime-a-beer and quarter- 
a-highball joints can’t very well add 
on anything to absorb the 
the added entertainment. 
Howeve! 
m.c., 


cost of 


the band, coon-shouting, 
bumpers and other floor show 
trimmings have worked out 
factorily as a means to keep ’em on 
the premises. The taverns’ attitude 
is that the longer they stick around, | 
the more they must spend. 


satis- 


Whether from that anything of 
significance to contribute to new 
faces for vaude, pix or legit, can 





has yet to be proved. 


| Room, 


| in the colored show. 


eventuate, in appreciable numbers, | 31 for four weeks. 


Cleanup Drives on 


—— | 


Det. and Chicago 


Niteries; Strippers Must Dress Up 





MRS. CHAS. MORRISON 
IN CHI FOR DIVORCE: 


| 


Detroit, May 11. 
Nitery biz hereabouts is in & 
dither. Looks like police’ cleanup 
drive is the McCoy and ops are hav- 
ing a tough time replacing kayoed 


| acts. 


|} 
Mrs. Charles Morrison, wife of the | 
for 


vorce in Reno, and flew to her home | 


Chicago, May 


agent, abandoned her suit di- | 


in Chicago, filing another through 


Illinois courts Friday (7). Since 
charge is desertion, no other grounds 
are needed and divorce 
cured within 10 days. 

Benjamin H. Ehrlich, acting as her | 
attorney, also obtained her first di- 
vorce from Billy Kent. 


can be se- 


Phila. Strike Ends 


When Musicians 


Decide to Walk 


Philadelphia, May 11. | 
With the orchestra pulled out by 
Musicians’ 


local, speedy settlement | 


of six-week strike of waiters, cooks | 
bartenders at swanky Arcadia- | 
last | 

Wednesday (5). Agreement 
made in the Mayor's office. 
Break came at noon Wednesday, 
when A. A. Tomei, prez of musicians, 


was 


, called operator Art Padula and told | 


him the Jules Duke band was being 
pulled out at once. Tomei, who was 
backed by his membership in con- 


the Arcadia, said the board of direc- 
tors of the union felt Padula was 
being obstinate in his refusal to at- 
tempt a settlement. 

Padula immediately hired two 
non-uion bands, one for the Arcadia 
and one for the Anchorage, which he 


volved in the strike up to this time. 
The bands were paid for the day but 
never went on the stands, as the 
strike agreement was reached at 
6.30 p. m. 


Putting White and Negro 
Niteries Under 1 Roof 


Policy of separate white and 
Negro niteries under one roof will 
be tried by 1523 Locust, in Philadel- 
phia. Intimate walkup spot has 
been operated there for several sea- 
sons by Ike Beifel. Opening tonight 
(Wednesday), Ben Rasch will run 
colored shows in intimate Piccadilly 
upstairs front. Understood 
management and operation will be 
separate, 

Bubbles Shelby has topped 1523 
Locust show for a_ full season. 
Gladys Bentley will be the headliner 





Surfside Debuts May 27 


Surfside Beach Club at Long 
Beach, N. Y., will be among the first 
of the Long Island road houses open- 
ing this season. Scheduled to debut 
May 27. 

Opening show will include Benny 
Fields, Paul Sydell and Spotty, and 
Rosita and Fontana. William Morris 
office agented the trio. 





Nitery Placements 


Louise Richardson, Mori's, N. ¥ 
Ray and Grace MacDonald, Savoy- 
Plaza hotel, N. Y. 


Lee Wiley, Versailles, N. Y 
Frances Maddux, Pancho and Do- 
lores, Stevens hotel, Chi 


Harriett Hoctor, Four Californians, | 
Drake hotel, Chi. 

Four Vespers, Versailles 
ginning June 10. 


N. _ @ be- | 


Breoks to Lendon 


Howard Brooks, magician, goes 
into the Mayfair hotel, London, May 





Sailing from New York May 19. 


| withdraw 


| be Denver 


Princess Chang Lee, Chinese strip- 
per at Corktown Tavern, first to feel 


law's pinch, was found guilty Fri- 
day (8) of indecent exposure dur- 
|ing a dance earlier in the week, 
Arrested twice on different nights, 
stripper will receive sentence some 
time this week 

At a general conference of eight 
nitery owners with Police Supt. 


Fred Frahm Wednesday (6), Frahm 
ordered all femme imp choruses out 
of nite clubs here. Male choruses, 
playing in about 20 local spots, were 
either dressed in masculine garb or 
replaced by other acts. Strip-teas- 
ers hereafter must wear trunks and 


brassieres, or go to jail, decreed 
Frahm 

Operators present at parley, 
pleading they sinned under duress 


of speakeasy competish, declared 
they'd gladly drop all floor shows if 
every spot was forced to do _ so. 
Clubs represented included Blue 
Lantern, Corktown Tavern, Black 
‘at, French Casino, Cafe Frontenac, 
Club Villa D, Gamble’s Inn. 
Frahm, who ordered all spots to 
clean up or close, has received back- 
ing of state liquor commish, which 
said it would revoke licenses of 
clubs violating Frahm’'s orders. 


Chicago, May 11, 

Local reform wave has developed 
into a general campaign of clothes- 
dressing and material-cleaning 
among the amusement spots in Chi- 
cago, which takes in vaude and 
niteries and as well as burlesque. 

Chicago Daily Times started the 
campaign, with the Daily News and 


other papers following. There has 
been considerable hullabaloo about 
the situation. So much so, that a 


couple of the city heads have called 
a halt by stating that conditions in 
Chicago aren't as bad as they are 
painted in the papers. The censor« 
ship branch of the police depart- 
ment, headed by Lieut. Harry Cos- 
tello, has been keeping a close watch 
on all amusement spots. 

However, with the initial squawk 
in the dailies, brassieres went cn the 
girls who had been stripping in 
niteries, vaude houses and burlesque. 
Oriental, vaudfilmer which has been 
going for strippers almost weekly 
for the past couple of months, even 
booking one girl who had been are 
rested in a raid, is discontinuing this 
policy, 


2 PHILLY SPOTS 
DROPPING VAUD 


Philadelphia, May 1}. 

With biz suffering badly from the 
heat, two combo houses here have 
announced curtains for vaude season, 
Fox leaves flesh behind for straight 
pic policy starting this Friday (14), 
Jeno Donath house band will be 
held at present strength of 35 men 
until June, when paring will reduce 
it to 15. 

Sid Stanley, manager of Fay’s, said 
this week that he will probably call 
it quits when ‘Parlez-Vous Paree’ 
unit closes Thursday (20). If sud- 
den frigid wave strikes, however, 
and it is possible to book another 
unit, Stanley said he might continue 
an additional week. The house shuts 
down altogether, dropping pix, too, 





Paradise Switch 


Shea and Raymond replaced Bario 
and Mann in the Paradise Res 
rant, N. Y¥ last week, 

Switch was made when an injury 
to George Mann’s knee forced act to 
from the 


lau- 


how 


floor show. 


MacQuarrie’s Opener 


Hollywood, May 11. 
for Haven MacQuarrie 
16-week personals tour will 
with Chicago t#sllow. 

Max Schall travels ahead and Bill 
O'Donnell funchions with the ‘Do 
You Want to be an Actor?’ troupe as 
assistant director. 
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Nitery Reviews 


NIXON CAFE 


(PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, May 6. 
For the hot-cha tastes of Tony 


Conforti’s thriving spot, his current 


show is too placid. What's more, 
it’s topheavy on terp and 
steady display of footwork grows 
monotonous. Acts are all class and} 


spotted properly would be extremely | 


don’t fit as a whole here. 

Nixon’s a peculiarly patronized 
nitery and smart turns invariably 
fare only moderately well. When 
three of that type, however, are 
delivered in a row, the result is 
bound to be tough on the performers. 
Even the chorus of eight Daugherty 
gals specializes in the casua! parade 
ensembles and that doesn’t help the 
general effect any. 

Topping line-up is swank ballroom 
team of Loper and Hayes, with cou- 
ple of numbers that spots them up 
front among the  whirl-and-glide 
fraternity. Gal’s a striking blonde in 
slick contrast to swarthy Csstilian 
appearance of her partner and they 
catch the eye and keep it with their 
smooth routines, climaxing with a 
stunning version of the ‘Merry 
Widow’ waltz. Two femmes, 


| 


head. 





Kol- | 


lette and Dean, are semi-adagioists, | 


mixing effective hoofing with some 
slight acrobatics, but failing to de- 
liver the flash that their looks prom- 
ise. Backed up by a chorus in 
a stage production flash, gals’ stuff 
would fit perfectly, but it’s a little 
too pat for the cafe trade. 

Even the m.c., Rudy Horn, special- 
izes in hoofing. A gangling gent, his 
chief contribution is an eccentric 
drunk that could be iabeled a cross 
between contortion and_ soft-shoe. 
For a strictly sober crowd it would 
be in the bag, but the alcoholics are 
likely to grow restless over Horn’s 
slow preliminaries. 

Line does four numbers, including 
middle ‘Easter 
Parade’ thing could be dropped. A 
production flash without a topper is 
a floor misfit, and there’s no reason 
for its being here. 

Still a fixture at Nixon is Angelo 
Di Palma, operatic tenor, rounding 


out 15th consecutive month here. 
Herman Middleman’s band has 
added an electric piano, which 


maestro himself plays, and it’s added 
a tonal sweetness to the outfit. 
Cohen. 











Now Appearing 


CLEO BROWN 
ROY ELDRIDGE 


And Band 
AT THE 
“‘Home of Swing”’ 
In Chicago 


FAMOUS 
THREE DEUCES 


222 North State St. 

















° : | =< le ic ager 
effective ringside fodder, but they | His son, Glenn, 20, is manager. 





BEVERLY HILLS 


(CINCINNATI) 
Cincinnati, May 10. 


The last word in casino-nitery de- 
luxers in these parts, the Beverly 


the | Hills is located two miles back of 


Newport, Ky., opposite Cincy. Opened 
Wednesday (5). 
port sportsman, is chief bankroller. 
Lay- 
out, including 45-acre tract, land- 
scaped, and a new structure of the 
clubhouse type, is reported to repre- 
sent a $200,000 investment. 

For swank, it’s easily tops in this 
neck of the woods. 

Tariff the first night was $7.50 a 
Regular scale is $2.50 mini- 
mum for Saturdays and $1.50 other 
nights. 

Initial talent layout includes Clyde 
Lucas and his orchestra, Belle Baker, 
Countess Emily Von Losen, dancer; 
Jackie Green, m.c.; DeAngelo and 
Porter, classical terps team; Five 
Jansleys, risley; Billy Severin, acro- 
batic dancer, and a line of 16 girls 
directed by Sammy Rose. It’s the 
highest-priced floor show ever for 
Cincy and puts the Beverly Hills far 
afront of Arrowhead Inn and Look- 
out House, local competitive spots. 

Bands will stay three weeks or 
longer. Line is.stock, with costume 
and routine changes fortnightly. 
Floors acts change every two weeks. 


Place is unto itself on a high hill, 
with private drive from highway. 
Check room, circular bar, rest rooms, 
lounge and night club are on main 
floor. Main room, terraced for tables, 
seats 500. Comfortable space for 
dancing and floor show. Class deco- 
rations and furnishings; nifty light- 
ing scheme and air conditioning. 
Upstairs, sound insulated, is entirely 
for the casino. 


Spot is catering strictly to the 
money trade. Eve of formal opening 
was devoted to cuffo spread for 
Northern Kentucky officials and 
press lads. Jack Dempsey, special 
guest, did a mike rave on the setup. 

Orchestra broadcasts on WSAI and 
the WLW line. Koll. 


VILLAGE BARN 


(NEW YORK) 


Like most of the remaining Green- 
wich Village niteries, this is almost 
strictly a high school kids’ spot. 
Doesn’t even make a pretense of 
angling for the yokels with the old 
Village phoney Bohemianism; rather 
it’s as clean in show and atmosphere 
as the old nabe vaude houses. 


Speaking of vaude, that’s now a 
Village Barn boast. Instead of a 
production floorshow, it’s sticking to 
variety acts and specialties, without 
any noticeable cohesion except for 
m.c. Larry McMahon’s introductions. 
He’s matter-of-fact, but personable 
in his floor job and does okay later 
on, along with the other male enter- 
tainers, in traipsing with the femme 
customers in an old-fashioned square 
dance. 

A couple of the acts in the show 
stand out in this particular spot. 
One is Willie Solar, eccentric com- 
edy-singer long standard on the 
variety stages of the country; second, 
Texas Jim Lewis and His Lone Star 
Cowboys, a quintet of barnyard 
vocalizers and_ instrumentalists. 
Other turns, and only adequate in 
their spots, are the Whirling Twirlos, 


two femmes—one boy skating combo; 


The McArthurs, novelty dance team; 








y the THEATRE of the STARS 


BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46" ST. NEW YORK 


Bayant 9-7800 





J. H. 





LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 


Pete Schmidt, New- 





Jean Withee, hoofer, and Lulu Bates, 
singer. 

Spot has made some very inane 
efforts to conform its interior decora- 
tions with its title. Those little say- 
ings on its walls mentioning show biz 
and newspaper names, as an in- 
stance, are prime examples of what 
humor ain't. 

Tariff is nominal, which explains 
the heavy kid and otherwise small- 
spending trade. For $3, a couple 
can split six drinks between ’em, see 
the show, watch turtle races and 
dance the night away to fair enough 
music. Scho. 


CASINO PARISIEN 


(MORRISON, CHICAGO) 
Chicago, May 5. 

Third show for this spot is a de- 
parture from the original policy. 
Spectacle has given way in great 
part to standard vaudeville turns. 
This does not mean that spectacle 
is out entirely, nor are girls, but the 
production has been comparatively 
minimized, and the original girls, 
who did little more than parade, 
have been replaced by a line which 
is equal to any when it comes to 
dancing. 

Used throughout the show, in 
every instance gorgeously costumed 
and doing principally toe work, line 
forms sturdy and attractive base 
upon which the rest of the show is 
built. Two routines are in the out- 
standing élass; one, the Indian num- 
ber which is in the shooting gallery 
scene and brings the girls on by 
dropping them to the floor as targets 
are hit by marks men; the second is a 
fan routine, and very attractive. To 
these two numbers might be added 
the opener, a circus routine. 

In the ‘Charm Parade’ number, 
working behind Piroska, Russian 
dancer, and the finale, are the only 
two cases where the show reverts 
to the former style. 

Whole presentation works in the 
manner of a musical revue of the 
theatre, using no m.c., with acts 
coming on to do their turns with- 
out any announcement whatsoever. 
Acts are pretty well known for the 
most part, and this may be the rea- 
son for the lack of billing. 

Show is well balanced for novelty, 
singing and comedy. Bob Ripa, with 
his fast, smooth showmanly routine 
of juggling scores; the Hudson Won- 
ders, two girl acrobats, are a sock 
with their slick contortions and dar- 
ing tricks; four Craddocks begin by 
shooting the clothes off a girl-target 
and wind up with a crack assort- 
ment of comedy knockabout tricks 
and straight balancing work; and 
Charlotte Arren and Johnny 
Broderick bang out some comedy 
and singing that takes the starch 
right out of any stuffed shirts that 
might happen in—it’s roughhouse 
and hokey, but it bangs big. These, 
with Harriet Carr, violin-voiced 
prima donna, and Piroska, who does 
a fast Russian routine, make up a 
good hour’s entertainment. 

Lou Breese band does a good job 
with the show music, and alternates 
for dancing with Lou Diamond's out 
fit. Business here is holding up well 

Loop. 


COCOANUT GROVE 


(BOSTON) 


Boston, May 6. 

New summer line policy is okay. 
Biggest laugh in the current floor 
show is the doubling-in-brass of the 
bus boys. When these lads doff their 
white coats to don Bowery outfits 
and tangle with the line girls wear- 
ing bustles in a Mauve Decade num- 
ber, the results are the show’s high- 
light. 

For spectacle and flesh flash, Ruth- 
ina Warner, bubble and veil dancer, 
has the edge. A _ straight bubble 
dance is her opening piece and it’s 
clean-cut. A partner in realistic ape 
outfit breaks out of a bamboo cage 
and totes her off at the finish of her 
vei] number. 

Tommy Rafferty, featured in ec- 
centric taps and soft shoe, has some 
worthwhile innings on the floor. In 
appearance he is cross between Will 
Mahcney and Harry Langdon, Lor- 
etia Keller has a sparkling person- 
ality more fully developed than her 
taps. Dorothy Farley is the current 


(Continued on page 53) 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Margaret Newell, who saw 10 
years of this thing, now in Scarsdale, 
N. Y., for a vacash  bed-siding 
Frisco DeVere. 

On May 2, skiers found skiing 
good on Mt. Marcy, something they 
couldn’t do during December, Janu- 
ary and February. 

Milt Mann, ex-minstrel and vaude- 
artist, here as head-man of the enter- 
taining committee for the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars big show for the 
convention jn June. 

Claude Lawson back here for the 
ozone. 

Sonny’s Tavern, a new nite-spot, 
opened with the Gay 90's atmos- 
phere. 

Write to these you know in Sar- 
anac and elsewhere who are sick. 


Great Singers of Great Songs! 


By O. M. 


SAMUEL 





LOUISE DRESSER eeeeere eee eee eeeeeereeee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeee 


.‘He’s My Pal’ 


HARRY LAUDER PEPE PCC Oe POC OO ET OORT TE ETT OTE ET ee My Daisy’ 


EE «| WED. 6.6 6 66.6. 606.00454:0 68 66646660000 8605080 c0 060600 ‘Nobody’ 
BUDDY WALKER. ..........ccccccsccccccccccccssceesss BON Bon Buddy’ 
pe sf Bo! ree re cecccccceseess Waiting at the Church’ 
GHAUNCET GEMOET. cccccseccsscess ee cicada teu ‘My Wild Irish Rose’ 
ros it 6 os GR ere nen “Can Broadway Do Without Me’ 
ee | 64 boss beac 6kbn00 08600 SeSs .. Break the News to Mother’ 
5 PTT ere Tr rrrcrir rt eT eee ee eee ee ‘Mammy’ 
SE I 6. 6's so oo 64006 80k e 05 FOC CR “Who ‘Are You Getting at, Eh”’ 
TE PUNMEEEES go 60 60000 cd pecendneesbeie ‘Hot Time in the Old Town’ 
ES ion 6s om Gaile s.cwdbadaews ‘Love Me and the World Is Mine’ 
ID gs a nid wk ee bid 6 PARE AO OW SOROA KONREEE ANOS SS OER OOS ‘Ida’ 
SE, oc cee ceneéeveeeseee sree pc ereceebeosccesons ‘After the Ball’ 
EEE Sis caabsstaceder es teanene ‘Throw Him Down, McClosky’ 
I EL, oss. b 6deeebweéee tessa senan ‘She’s a Bird in a Gilded Cage’ 


REESE V. PROSSER ........... 
BELLE BAKER 


. Shade of the Old Apple Tree 


CiGs ¢iadaekas aes ‘Cohen Owes Me Ninety-Seventy Dollars’ 


nr ee ‘In His Own Home Town’ 
GEORGE M. COHAN ........ .“Give My Regards to Broadway’ 
SOPHIE TUCKER ............: ‘Fifty Million Frenchmen Can’t Be Wrong’ 
PT EE «gS co'cceccde ou neuwedios sbqmasen ‘Little Bit of Heaven’ 
LIZZIE B. RAYMOND ...........ceeee ‘Just Tell Them That You Saw Me’ 
a EE <s Ooh eb beans 006 send eseliene oauae Keka s ‘So Long Mary’ 
SOON E UP EE 6'5.6.40064440064866000 066000 “My Gal’s a High Born Lady’ 
i ee ree re er ree ‘Just Can’t Make My Eyes Behave’ 
BEUUETTER WPOMIMEUEREIEN -6 64000 ceevesscvcece TTT TTT o00e6eenneueeed< ‘Red Head’ 
Te a Serr ree eee eer re | ee re err ‘Love Is All in All’ 


GEORGE HONEY BOY EVANS 
BLANCHE RING 
4g Mel  ! h aenne-eoarere 
ALBERT CHEVALIER ............. 
FRITZI SCHEFF 
HARRY TALLEY .,....... ‘When the 
fe ,  e rrer 
LOTTIE GILSON ..... 
CLARICE VANCE 


eeeee 


eee eee ee ee eeeeeses 


eee eee eee eerene 


— ‘In the Good Old Summer Time’ 
.<0ekeus pa tseteenesdanrteiscs< SOROS 
ear acd ase p4ueunstidesea ee Dest Cae. 
Serer ey rer. eceeses My Old Dutch’ 
.. My Hero’ 
Harvest Days Are Over, Jessie Dear’ 
Cceve a eeaae ‘Sleep, Baby, Sleep’ 
cadet nerewes ‘Ta Ra Ra Boom De Ay’ 


See ere ee ‘Guess I'll Have to Telegraph My Baby’ 


Gere MIPOIESEIOL ... 0 000d basse desbasnedeneen bake .«». Mother Machree’ 
SRP GPPREWUEMNED 4 vcd ciccedbncecensevecoun e+eee. Baby Just Cares for Me’ 
HHARBRY RICHMAN .....ccccccccccccsccs covscectesscs ere OF thé Blew’ 
WAM MMO ccc cccccccces 64e80e0d<eR OT TUTT TTI TiN TT ere .» My Man’ 
GPURONEEIEE MEMBERED oc.ccdccccecevceceseevcece beadeeacaseas ‘Broadway Melody’ 
ee er ee .. Shine on Silvery Moon’ 
Eo 6 0.64 Gu beaws $0 00 040CE0é vou eeeeeeee ‘Georgia Camp Meetin’ 


JOE HOWARD .......... 
GREET EINE cn ccccccccescccese 
EDITH HELENA ..... eee 
ROSE PONSELLE 
es MPN, oe cscisacscsectoose 
BLOSSOM SEELEY . 
TOMMY LYMAN ...... 
ENRICO CARUSO ........ . 


.I Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now’ 
ere ‘When Irish Eyes Are Smiling’ 


cehinsassdseaeuraearws ‘Last Rose of Summer’ 


, 


. «ee... ROSe Marie 
poate e60escennceeavccstan Men Ruiver 
seeeeeees Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ 


peeetid <saded 6364eebbebeubwaneedense ..- Dearie’ 


($404 60 6008dadRESs4e06 ee Beri Bi’ 











© 15 YEARS AGO @ 
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| (From Vartery and Clipper) | 








Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America in session in Washington. 
Sidney S. Cohen reelected prez, but 
his own state (N.Y.) bolted him in 
favor of James J. Walker. Precipi- 
tated an elegant row. Started Thea- 
tre Owners Chamber of Commerce. 





Bray Studios, shorts product, an- 
nounced intention of filming Wells’ 
‘Outline of History.’ But not as a 
short. Never got around to it. 





Papers were full of the possible 
combination of Goldwyn and First 
Nat. Latter needed funds and Gold- 
wyn had duPont coin back of it. 





Griffiths’ ‘Orphans of the Storm’ 


press theatre there, had a hypnotist 
on the theatre program. Used him 
to put a woman to sleep, using their 
radio station in the Post. One of the 
first air stunts. 





There were 31 B’way shows in the 
cut rates, 





Irving Place theatre to get its first 
burley show as a summer venture 
by Max Wilner. Idea took hold. 





Kitty Gordon offered as a nitery 
hostess. Promised she would wear 
a fresh gown every hour. 





Columbia burley wheel lifted its 
ban on bare legs, but still down on 
cooch and dirt. 


ALWAYS 




















on first pix house release brought | 
the N. Y. Strand $36,500 for the first | 
week, 





Ted Lewis through with his 
Greenwich Follies date and into the 
Palace, N. Y., with his band. Went 
on at eleven for the nite show, but 
held ’em. His first vaude band date. 
Had done the niteries. 








Blossom Seeley ‘with’ Bennie | 
Fields, one of the toppers at the | 
N. Y. Palace. One of five big name | 


acts on the bill. 








Alice Brady at the Brooklyn Or-| 
pheum in an oriental skit staged by | 
Joe Hart. Shared tops with Gal-| 
lagher and Shean. Comment that | 
she had slenderized—and_ profited 
thereby. 





Theatre in Wilkes-Barre, Pa.. con- 
sidering a radio theatre. Dime ad- | 
mission and open from 11 a. m. un-| 
til midnite. Stay as long as you | 
want. Ed. Rosenbaum, Jr., promot- | 
ing. Joe Mann, cabaret agent, had 
another plan. To give a show in 
N. Y. and wire to out of town points, | 
using the then new public address | 
system. Both just dreams. 





Bonfils & Tammen, who owned | 


Al. (Whitey) Roberts 


WORKING 








AGENTS 


Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 
In Boxed Assortments 
Very Liberal Commissions 
Write for particulars 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St. New York, N. ¥. 





Birthday, 











Show People All the World Over Wil) 
Be Interested to Know That 


SIDNEY FISHER :aicor 


(Formerly at 29, Wardour Street) 
ts Now Located at More Commodious 
Premises at 
75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 











THE SHOW PEOPLE'S 
EATEPY IN LONDON 


LINDY’S 


LEICESTER SQUARE 











the Kansas City Post and the Em-' 








MAE 


CASINO CONGRESS 
Mgt. HARRY KILBY - 





HALLIDAY »«CLARK 


DANCERS DELIGHTFULLY DIFFERENT 


HERBERT 


HOTEL, CHICAGO 
- . BADIO CITY, NEW YORK 
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LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


A combination of circumstances 
practically insures Loew’s State a 
big week currently—if the warm 
weather doesn’t interfere too much. 
For one, there’s the burlesque ban, 
which makes the booking of an 
N.T.G. unit especially propitious; 
secondly, there’s the girls and the 
promise, even though unfulfilled, of 


plenty of bare cuticle; third, the 
Bing Crosby-Martha Raye-Bob 


Burns combe in ‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
(Par) holds plenty b.o. draught in 
itself. 

Per usual, Granlund is getting by 
with a minimum of entertainment 
and a maximum of hip-hip-hooray. 
Give the ex-p.a.nitery impresario a 
couple of dozen lookers and a com- 
edy .ct and he'll hold the customers, 
as well as bring ’em in. It may not] 
be classy, but it’s noisy; and N.T.G. 
appears to have built up a special 
clientele which was incubated on} 
July Fourth. 


Holding the show together cur- 
rently is the comedy knockabout 
trio of Mells, Kirk and Howard. On 
early in their own spot, they con- 
tinue as a running gag through the 
presentation and okay all the way. 
Three boys have been moving up 
for the past couple of years and 
now they constitute one of the better 
acts of their type. The mayhem has 
been discarded to a great extent and 
replaced with special material, a 
sure sign of progress, as well as im- 
provement. They’re doing a lot for 
this N.T.G. show, as well as for 
themselves. 


Two dancing teams, Agnes and 
Tommy Nip, Jr., and Wilkins and 
Walters, stand out in the melange 
of good, bad and indifferent talent. 
The Nips are buck ’n’ wingers, 
young, good-looking and fit for the 
niteries (they’re currently at the 
Hollywood Rest, N. Y., also with 
N.T.G.) as well as theatres. The W. 
& W. pair are ballroomers, graceful 
in their opening waltz and nice 
enough in the second and rather in- 
tricate trot. Third turn of conse- 
quence is the Earl, Jack and Betty 
skating trio, which gives the show 
a terrific laugh windup via _ the 
whirling of a heavyweight femme 
stooge who comes up out of the 
audience. Skaters haven’t much 
room to work in front of Ruby 
Zwerling’s crew, currently out of 
the pit and on the stage, # make 
the best of the cramped space. An 
injury to one of the trio had kept 
them out for some time. 

Heloise Martin, chorine who had 
been attending Drake University 
until some candid camera enthusiast 
snapped her under a shower, with 
the photos later given publication in 
a national mag, is also from the 
Hollywood ftoorshow and an exploi- 
tation item for the State. She gets 
by nicely with a toe-tap routine, 
but her important role is being on 
the receiving end of a kiss from a 
collegiate, hired for the week at $30. 
Engaging of a couple of collegiates 
opening day of the show brought a 
mob to 46th street, spreads in a 
couple of the dailies and later a riot 
squad to disperse the unemployed 
sheepskin-holders, whose yen for 
the $30 was probably greater than 
the desire for Miss Martin’s lips. 


Of the remaining specialists, only 
Vera Fern stands out. She’s a ver- 
satile blonde whose first routine is 
speedy acrobatics and second a 
rhythmic military buck. Gladys 
Crane is a looker, but mediocre in 
vocalizing and dancing, while Chris- 
tine Maple’s sopranoing is more or 
less of a gag for Mells, Kirk and 
Howard, with Jules Howard later 
on going into one of the upper boxes 
to also heckle a femme, introed as 
a Russian princess-torcher. 

Included in the show is a parade 
of bathing beauts, the majority of 
whom, however, don’t flatter the 
suits they’re wearing. Scho. 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, May 7. 

Fox stage bill this week shutters 
vaude season at the house. Goes into 
straight pix next Friday, and will cut 
symph from 35 to 13 instru- 
ments. Original intention of dismiss- 
ing orch altogether during heat was 
nixed by musicians’ local. 


Show this week all quality stuff 
and fair entertainment, but biz off 
when caught at opener Friday aft- 
ernoon, Pic is ‘Mountain Justice’ 
(WB). House continues use of two 
reels of news instead of one news 
and one short. 

Louise Massey and the Westerners 
(Log Cabin Dude Raneh and Max- 
well House Showboat) are spotted 
next to last and are the real fea- 
ture. Outfit made up of gal and 
four guys she calls her brothers. 
Provide some fine interludes with 
chirping of western songs. Miss 
Massey carries weight of warbling 
load with men accompanying on ac- 
cordion violin, mandolin and bass. 
They come in with vocal backing. 

Act makes very nice appearance 
on stage, grouped around mike with 
gal in center, all dressed in white 
with big white sombreros. Femme 
has a large, ingratiating smile which 
is pleasantly ready and male mem- 
bers also willing smilers, which 
makes the act one which an au- 
dience enjoys because the actors 
seem to be enjoying themselves. 

Final spot on the bill is allotted 
to Patricia Bowman, ballerina. She is 


blonde and satisfactory, and certain- 
ly knows her terpsichorean ins and 
outs. But not a hot variety house 
number, especially as a cioser. Does 
two short sessions. 

Opener is Helen Reynolds and her 
Skating Champions. Consists. of 
eight femmes working on _ roller 
skates. Most of gals not bad lookers 
—and appear in silvery costumes, 
which makes attractive line. Stuff 
they do on the wheels is much bet- 
ter than average act of this type, 
especially inasmuch as this is all 
femme. Pull a couple of hair-raisers 
that draw large chunks of applause. 
Chilton and Thomas is a boy-gal 
rhythm tapping duo. Distaff side 
also does some ivory thumping and 
piping while lad terps. Some good 
rhythmic plate-pattering over three 
small hurdles and then on tabarets 
of various heights. Toe imitations 
of horse, rain and typewriter okay, 


be. Chatter could be perked up with 
some better gags than now being 
used. Act well received. Herb. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Immediate box-office response to 
imagination-gripping tragedy is al- 
ways felt by the newsreel houses. 
Not long ago it was the stunning 
horror of the New London, Texas, 
school. Now there comes the Hin- 
denberg fire, which occurred right 
before the lenses of all the leading 
reels. Hindenberg newsreel angles 
are told in some detail in news 
stories in this issue. End ‘of the Zep 
footage on the Embassy § screen 
brought big spill and clearly indi- 
cated what the customers wanted to 
see. Scores cared nothing for the 
rest of the program. 


Notable, too, that the Dionne 
Quintuplet release, after exhibition 
at the Radio City Music Hall, Roxy 
and elsewhere, acts as a chaser—a 
welcome reverse twist this week, 
while the Zeppelin curiosity crowds 
the tiny house. 


Comparable to the actual scenes 
of the assassination of King Alexan- 
der of Jugoslavia the newsreels got 
an amazing pictorial record of the 
Lakehurst disaster. No camera, 
however, caught the actual moment 
of explosion. Lensmen presumably 
were trained on the ground crew 
and the big dirigible was in full 
flame when first photographed. 
Thereafter, however, every ghastly 
second of the all-too-quick descent 
was pictured. Paramount perhaps 
had the best angle in being behind 
the narrow end as it tumbled toward 
the camera in final collapse. Movie- 
tone was alone in crediting its 
cameraman—Al Gold. 

Black figures of human beings 
jumping or trapped in the flame- 
eaten steel skeleton will long stand 
out in the memories of people seeing 
these newsreel pictures of hydro- 
gen’s incredible inflammability. A 
staggering thing, truly. 

Embassy runs all the reels un- 
edited and regardless of any repeti- 
tion. Latter was slight and the 
whole thing is so swiftly dramatic 
that it doesn’t matter. It is the 
sensible way to handle the subject. 

Outside of the Hindenberg nothing 
matters. Perfunctory stuff on pre- 
Coronation royalty, a stock flash of 
Windsor, a long shot of a feminine 
figure through a garden that the 
newsreel says is Mrs. Simpson. Pub- 
licity plants for the bicycle industry 
and for Leon and Eddie’s. Cafe gets 
two in one week, first, fighting cats, 
second, a beef trust chorus. Land. 


CENTER, DENVER 


Denver, May 8. 

With the Center brightened up 
by liberal application of paint, the 
old boxes removed, and other im- 
provements, acts loom up to better 
advantage. Not so many months ago 
the old house had many eyesores, 
but these are being removed without 
interrupting operation. Show cur- 
rently is bright, runs along fast and 
is good entertainment. 

Openers are Lester and Irmajean, 
who go through their act with pre- 
cision and in an easy-flowing man- 
ner. Clever balancing, feats of 
strength and a sort of slow adagio. 
Vincent Yerro, Filipino, does imper- 
sonations of film stars in a way that 
forces applause repeatedly. Finishes 
with a hula dance original. White 
and Stanley furnish the nut stuff with 
chatter and songs, mixing in some 
plain and fancy tap dancing. Their 
act clicks. 

Headlining is Joe Morrison, from 
Hollywood, who sings in a baritone 
voice of wide range and plenty of 
volume. Does ‘When Did You Leave 
Heaven?’ ‘Little Mother of Mine’ and 
several bits of cowboy pops. Back 
for an encore. 

Stalac Bros. and Pearl! has the men 
doing several bits of tossing and 
the gal furnishing some fast danc- 
ing. Boys also do some fast and 
difficult acrobatic dancing. 

Art Reynolds with a five-piece 
band (including Art) take care of 
the musical honors. Music was held 
down and the acts were given a 
break in not having to drown out too 
loud an accompaniment, which has 
hurt plenty of stage shows in Den- 
ver. 

With a double feature on 
screen, 


the 
it takes about 342 hours to 
see the show, which ought to be 
money's worth at a _ two-bit top. 
House was about three-fourths full 





at the first show Saturday. Rose. 


although do not sound particularly | 
like the things they are supposed to | 


| with a preposessing throaty tone is | 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, May 6. 

They’re packing ’em in at the Chi- 
cago this week, with the Armstrong 
name on the marquee doing it; and 
rightly, for the aggregation gives a 
top-notch 60-minute performance. 
Eight specialty acts, and a 15-piece 
band led by Louis Armstrong, are 
all tuned to the fast screaming of 
his trumpet, consequently, there’s no 
let down. 

First part of the bill sets a nice 
clip; then, about the middle of the 
show, things pick up and build to 
a bang-bang finish. Opener is done 
by the band with a selection typical 
of its style; Mayes and Morrison, 
girl tapsters, click off a fair routine, 
and Billy Adams, a shorty in white | 
full-dress, follows to give the first 
comedy of the session. Tap routine 
called for a beg-off, as did the sing- 
ging of Bobbie Caston, good looking 
gal. Her ‘Boo Hoo’ is one of the high 
spots of the bill. 

Two Zephyrs are the only regular 
vaudeville act on the bill. Two-man, 
hot washboard band gets ‘em off to 
a good start, and they proceed wita 
a slick pantomime of a dice game, 
argument, and cutting. Registers 
solidly, and finish is strong with a 
good dance routine. 

Sonny Woodis is ahead of every- 
thing else on the bill when it comes 
to singing; smooth, pleasant v«.ce 
and three numbers raised to five at 
this show. Alma Turner, doing a 
hot tap, and Gordon and Rogers. | 
comedy team follow. Latter, duo of 
boys, gets away with some natural 
comedy, a little singing, and go off 
with some flying splits that spell 
sock. : 

George McClennon, boob comic, 
winds up the show. Using Arm- 
strong as straight, boy does a couple 
minutes gagging, then into a wham- 
mo clarinet specialty. Between the 
specialties, Armstrong band provides 
the hot music for which the cus- 
tomers came. 

Also on the bill for the first three 
days is Eleanore Whitney. Balaban & 
Katz have given her an okay set- 
ting in which to work; rippling 
water and moon backdrop, quite ap- 
propriate, inasmuch as_ whole 10- 
minute turn was a plug for Whitney 
nicture, due in two weeks. Wisely, 
B & K is having Jackie Heller 
double from Oriental. to conduct 
Miss Whitney through her paces. 
He shows himself up as a showman. 
as he leads the girl, cutting her off 
in time when she goes picture-star 
gushy, easing the affectedness when 
it creeps in, and makes a nice, 
charming affair of something which 
could have been awkward. Girl can 
still dance as well as ever, and does 
a couple smooth routines here, but 
is hampered by a showy dress, not 
too suitable for dancing. Working 
along with Heller, she clicks nicely. 

Third show on Saturday saw ’em 
fighting to get seats. with a line out- 
side. Picture is ‘Cafe Metropole’ 
(20th). Loop. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Lots of variety has been poured 
into the making of the stage show 
which is linked to ‘Internes Can't 
Take Money’ (Par). For musical 
contrast there’s the Xavier Cugat 
orchestra giving out tangoes and 
rhumbas in the sweeter vein and the 
Original Dixieland Jazz Band in a 
sizzling exhibit of pre-war rhythms. 
The singing department mixes Tin 
Pan Alley torch with stiff-bosom 
crooning and Spanish  yodeling 
through Mary Small, Del Casino and 
Gilda Roldan. Rosita Orgeta ac- 
counts for Spanish dancing and 
Larry Blake for some polished mim- 
icry of screen stars. 


Last time that the Paramount put 
one band in front of another on the 
same bill was when Casa Loma and 
Ed Riley and Mike Farley of ‘Music 
Goes ’Round’ note played the house. 
Cugat’s repertoire on this date is 
anything but exclusively sugarlike. 
With his soothing interpretations he 
dishes up a couple of hot ones. He 
swings a rhumba to a fare-thee-well, 
with the result that his aggregation 
not only shows up in a most versa- 
tile light, but actually make this the 
highspot in their repertoire. 


Of the six compounders of un- 
adulterated jazz in the Dixieland 
menage four are of the original 
combination. Their inning comes as 
the bill’s last item and they lay it 
out with all refinement off. The 
stuff has substance and sock, fash- 
ioned in showmanly style, to the end 
that it brings pleasant reminiscences 
to the oldsters and a sensation of 
zip to the ears and feet of the 
younger generation. A comely lass, 
Boots Cullens, joins them for a live- 
ly vocal. 

Mary Small’s vibrant style of in- | 
terpreting a pop melody gets her big 
acclaim. Hers has been an excep- | 
tionally strong development in an/| 
upward direction. She’s come out 
of the chrysalis and what once gave | 
the impression of being a youngster | 








| 


now a crack bit of salesmanship, re- 
gardless of the type of lyric. For | 
her encore she gets into the spirit | 
of the Dixieland Band’s comeback 
and smacks out a telling version of | 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band.’ Del) 
Casino’s crooning range registers big | 
with the femme payees, while | 
Gilda Roldan puts a lot of vocal | 
vigor into a rhumba. Casino makes 
an ingratiating choice of romantic | 





ditties, with his tendency to swing | 
from tenor to baritone at the least | 


provocation, proving no handicap at 
all in winning over the femme con- 
tingent. : 

As an entertainer in his line Blake 
leaves little wanting. It’s a suavely 
molded routine and the fellow him- 
self packs plenty personality and 
personableness. When he isn’t mim- 
icking the top run of Hollywood’s 
character actors Blake is regaling 
with racial impersonations and 


stories. Both the pan and the voice 
get around each characterization 
with smart highlighting. His act 


proves one of the top applause-get- 
ters of the show. Odec. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, May 7. 

Guy Lombardo’s smartening up a 
bit on showmanship this season. On 
three previous visits here he’s been 
content to let the Royal Canadians 
ride alone, dishing out a little more 
than a half hour of music and call- 
ing it a show. House never cared 
to book in extra acts because of stiff 
payroll for the band, but Lombardo 
has seen the error of his ways him- 
helf and he’s moving in right direc- 
tion now. 

Carries two vaude turns with him, 
Rufe Davis and Gower and Jeanne 
(New Acts), and that makes the dif- 
ference between just a pleasant in- 
terlude of music and a sock presen- 
tation. Davis, of course, delivers 
the mightiest. Just back from coast 
where he finished a Par chore in 
‘Mountain Music,’ Davis is forced to 
go through his entire repertoire of 
vocal tricks and registers as few acts 
have done here. 

Gower and Jeanne precede him, a 
couple of cute kids with a balli- 
roomology expertness. Youngsters 
do two numbers and with a flashier 
finish for their second would easily 
find an encore inevitable. 


Royal Canadians are definitely 
stylists and have found it unneces- 
sary to jog up the offering with nov- 
elty or trick stuff. Lombardo’s 
trickery is strictly musical and he 
sticks closely to the pop hits of the 
day, spotlights his two brothers, Car- 
men and Lieber, and the trio in 
vocal specialties and gives the two 
pianists an inning, but that’s all. 


That sweet rhythm and singing 
styre are too well identified with 
the Lombardo organization to bear 
altering, and fact that he’s remained 
close to the top of the heap for more 
than a decade justifies his style con- 
sistency. There’s still the feeling, 
however, that a femme _ vocalist 
wouldn't hurt Lombardo, just to re- 
lieve the steady procession of male 
voices. 

Tune that gets the most attention 
—and, incidentally, the neatest ar- 
rangement—is ‘Boo Hoo,’ but that’s 
only natural, since it’s Carmen Lom- 
bardo’s current best seller. Trumpet 
obligato on this one is a cracker- 
jack interpolation, heightening the 
ballad’s projection ten-fold. 


Picture with Lombardo is ‘Moun- 
tain Justice’ (WB), curious fodder 
for the dance-mad crowd that flocks 
to a name band, and remainder of 
bill includes Joe Palooka short, Mer- 
rie Melodie cartoon, and Par news- 
reel, with Dave Broudy and the 
house crew swinging only briefly at 
beginning and_end of presentation. 
Biz at first show fair enough, with 
practically full downstairs and half 
a balcony. Cohen. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI. 


Chicago, May 7. 

Bill this week has the rare qual- 
ity of being overrun with comedy. 
Gets a little crude at times, when 
Garner, Wolfe, and Hakins, in their 
none-too-high-class act, do a bit that 
is revolting enough to be tossed out 
of a dime burlesque house. Head- 
lining as Ted Healy’s Three Stooges, 
boys get as many laughs as the aver- 
age rough house act, and could get a 
flock more with new material, and a 
general clean-up in costumes, Spotted 
last here, and finished off working 
with the house line. 

Opening turn is a pip, Six De Car- 
dos, three men and three women. 
doing a teeter board and barrel 
jumping act, that is fast. unusual and 
daring. Gets the bill off to a bang- 
up start. 


Following the opener are a couple 
of acts that are really vaudeville. 
Both too similar in style to be spotted 
together, but even so, crash through 
here in fine style. One is Heller and 
Riley, man and woman chatter team, 
whose stuff is of the robust school. 
Other act is Anthony and Rogers, 
Italian dialect act, who come on, 
whip out their gags, and get off with 
a simple dance routine. Over big. 

Stage band presentation is made 
up of Sybil Roth, Monroe and Adams 
Sisters, and Garner Wolfe, and Ha- 
kins. State-Lake Sweethearts bring 
on Sybil Roth, who does an acro- 
batic turn on top of a piano. Nice 
for a production number with the 
line, but nothing sensational. 

Monroe and Adams Sisters, ball 
bouncing and juggling turn, complete 
the picture. Good novelty act, and 
Ruth Adams hits high spot with a 
combo juggle and dance routine. 








Third show on opening day saw | 


house practically capacity. 


Picture, 
‘“Racketeers in Exile’ (Col), 


Loop. 


a 


Alhambra, Capetown 


Capetown, April 26. 

From her opening number at the 
Alhambra, Molly Picon puts over a 
solid hit with her clever show, re- 
peating her click in Johannesburg. 
Songs appeal to all classes and she 
smacks them across the footlights as 
only she can. Abe Elistein at the 
piano helps Miss Picon’s act. 


Presented previous week at the 
City Hall here by African Consol- 
idated Theatres as a one-woman 
show, Miss Picon scores over a good 
house with character and national 
songs and sketches, assisted by her 
husband, Jacob Kalich, and Ellstein. 
African Theatres is holding her over 
for recitals in other towns. 

Blue patter by the femme in the 
act spoils the tuyn of Ada and Eddie 
Daros. Comedy is fair but blue stuff 
in dialog and gestures by the woman 
doesn’t sit well with the audience. 
Balance of the show includes Alda 
Campbell and Vic Wise with okay 
chatter; Dai Jones, tenor click; 
Laurie, Joy and Graham, satisfactory 
dancers; Rose Perfect, pleasing 
singer; Tex McLeod, neat comedy 
and rope tossing; Medredeff’s Bala- 
laika band, with Georges Wolkowsky 
and Esme Grande, dancers, clicks, 
and Ted Ray. Hanson. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, May 9. 

Four straight acts again, but bill is 
dressed up fore and aft and makes 
nice proof that a little thought on 
novelty is worth the effort. Newest 
idea is Producer Gene Ford's aim to 
utilize the lull usually filled by a 
routine exit march. Although still 
to be worked out, stunt is launched 
this week with Pit Maestro Phil 
Lampkin announcing start of regu- 
larly weekly Swing Sessions at close 
of stage show. ®his week it’s a sock 
arrangement of Ford’s own tune, 
‘Sugarfoot.’ Plans are to work idea 
into a hit parade, perhaps using no- 
name vocalists to warble week's top 
ditties. 


Mother’s Day overture, using liv- 
ing tableau of mother and child for 
finish, gets things under way. Opener 
of regular bill is Dave Jones and 
Co., clever dance revue with features 
being acrobatic tap trio and ballroom 
tap duo. Jones’ emceeing is a bit 
sugary, but it gets away from the 
usual deadpan or fixed-smile style 
and high-hat number, if only an ex- 
cuse to get everybody on for fin- 
ish, does that very satisfactorily. 


Next on is Jack Laivier, whose 
Gay Nineties costume and manner 
makes act distinct novelty among 
trapeze bits in these parts. Building 
up difficulty of each trick, particu- 
larly balancing self on rocking chair 
on swinging bar, and then doing it 
while still apparently trying to sum- 
mon courage, he had house in palm 
of his hand at show caught. 


Anna May Wong, who shares top 
billing with Mitchell and Durant, is 
a pleasant surprise through actually 
having an act instead of a walk-on. 
Chinese number, done in_ trick 
headgear, gives turn such a good 
start it tends to run downhill, since 
as an American pop singer she’s far 
from a riot, although doing ‘Tell Me 
You Love Me,’ in both French and 
English, gets versatility across. ‘An 
American Girl,’ recitative ditty, suf- 
fers somewhat because audience 
probably would rather have had 
Miss Wong's impression of American 
men. Curtain speech concerning her 
‘little offering’ is short, sweet and 
worth copyrighting. 

Mitchell and Durant, as_ usual, 
provide sock finale with rapid-fire 
imitations, slapstick and patter, wind- 
ing up with off-stage Harlem vocalist 
accompanying pantomime for high- 
light. Pair make it obvious vocaliz- 
ing is faked, but don’t give the war- 
bler a bow, which the audience ex- 
pects. Boys overdo the effeminate 
stuff, which Cap customers, except 
for handful of guffawers, are pretty 
tired of, but they move so fast most 
of house accepts it as a necessary 
evil. Pic is ‘Woman Chases Man’ 
(UA). Craig. 


MET, BOSTON 


Boston, May 6. 

Apparently designed for family 
trade because of the accompany'!ng 
film ‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB), this 
week’s stage show fills the niche €x- 
actly. Tito Guizar is featured. , 

Guizar sells his stuff smartly in 
summery costume and guitar plunk- 
ings. Grabbed good attention from 
the femmes out front. 

Sock of the show are Condos 
Bros., seen here recently in ‘Wake 
up and Live’ (20th). In a sweet ses- 
sion of precision taps and _ heart- 
quickening challenges these boys 
wham all the way. For several m1t- 
utes they work without music and 
the customers get a treat of some 
of the best taps on the hoof heard in 
these woods since way back. 

There's more good hoofing from 


Barr and Estes in the deucer. Ec- 
centric soft shoe stuff by the male 
half of the duo earns plenty 
chuckles; and taps by the femme 
please the trade. ; 
Owen McGiveney, the quick- 
changer, is perfect for this set-up 
and in the mid-spot holds undivided 
interest with his act that baffle 


even though the changes are don 
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jn full view. Wildly received at the 
finish of his ace turn. ; ; 

Johnny Perkins follows with his 
bag of chatter and swift gags. After 
ynloading a big chunk of chortles 
he brings on Rose Veronica Coyle 
(Miss America, 1936), who feeds 
him a few lines, then finales with a 
song and dance. Recently signed by 
Warners for film training, it may 
be assumed that her song and dance 
talents will be polished up consider- 
ably from their present rating. Miss 
Coyle has an okay personality that 
projects quite well, and looks like 
a picture possibility with the right 

ining. 
weareus atmosphere is introduced 
in the opening line number by the 
Sons of the Desert, tumbling, pyra- 
mid troupe. This line routine is 
only a background job for the tum- 








blers; but the finale May Pole num- 
per is a stander-outer. One of the 
pest of the season. Girls 
dressed in neutral costumes that 
take many light effects, carry on | 
around a pole with long colored 
ribbons and prance around with 
lighted hoops. Sounds conventional 
and it would be except for an excep- 
tionally pleasing, intricate and sus- 
taining routine. Fox. 


CENTURY, BALT. 
Baltimore, May 7. 

Presenting one of-the best stage 
shows seen here in moons, Horace 
Heidt and his band brings to Loew’s 
Century this week a 63 minute ses- 
sion chock full of variety, entertain- 
ment and good music. This theatre, 
playing an in and out policy of flesh, 
winds up its final week of its pres- 
ent two-week interlude with a stage 
show that should bring business and 
invite a return to its former con- 
tinuous policy. Customers, at first 
show caught, ate up the doings in 
grand style and yelled for more. 

Heidt is carrying a company of 33 
people made up of a band of 19, a 
glee club of eight, the four King sis- 
ters, Larry Cotton, singer and Burton 
Pierce, hoofer, 

Band gets right off with ‘Old 
Cherry Orchard’ followed by the 
King gals swinging out in ‘Men- 
delssohn, Beethoven and Liszt,’ sold 
plenty well and earning an encore, 
‘Marie,’ started off with some hoofing 
by Yvonne King, smallest of sisters 
and an okey clown, and finished in 
great style by entire band. Novelty 
follows next with ensemble using 
miniature instruments for some legit 
playing and very cute. 

‘Carnival in Venice’ triple-tongued 
by trio of trumpeters and sock ar- 
rangement of ‘Liebestraum’ by band 
followed by Bob McCoy of glee club 
going to town in basso ‘Asleep in 
Deep’ and ‘Little Old Lady’ next in 
order, and okay. 

Two comedy numbers by glee club 
well spotted here building spot for 
Burton Pierce, hoofer a la Fred 
Astaire, 

Larry Cotton takes hold next, 
obliging with vocals of requests from 
audience and has to do three before 
Alvino Ray, announced as originator 
of electrically amplified steel guitar, 
can do his stuff. Some legit singing 
with self accompaniment on harp 
by Lisbeth Hughes followed by a 
duet with Bob McCoy, next and also 
up to standard. 

Comedy impression of Helen Mor- 
gan by Dick Morgan here, after 
which Jerry Bowne, comedian and 
trumpeter goes to town in ‘I Love a 

arade’ assisted by glee club and 
Heidt with some okay manipulation 
of a drum major’s baton. 

Heidt has a real aggregation and 
has improved considerably since last 
caught here about five years ago. 
Paces doings in expert style and uses 
Plenty of showmanship in selling his 
wares, 

Film is ‘Good Old Soak’ (Metro). 

Burm. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, May 6. 

4 Hoping to cash in on the London 
oings, Fanchon & Marco is staging 
1 Coronation unit at the Paramount. 
Side from a spectacular opening 
and closing of the show, which has 
Yeen pretentiously done, the offer- 
ing has little merit. 
‘ Sans names with box office appeal, 
- ow must depend on the several 
aes by the Fanchonettes, 
rected by Carlos Romera. Femmes 
oo presented in two picturesque 
perticniste aes, Coronation motif 
spectacle y effective in the closing 
thecent on the bill includes An- 
oo Allyn and Hodge, adagio trio, 
Freon pouble of well-executed turns; 
— Conville and Sunny Dale, with 
comedy Singing and dancing offer- 
ng that clicks for fair returns; Roy 
Say comedy juggler, who displays 
in wderable proficiency; Sid Chatton, 
me impressions of radio and screen 
; mes that are oke but a bit too 
‘aucuous, by reason of being overly- 
amplified on the p.a. system, and 
— Halligan and Frances Pepper, 
Songsters, 


Introduction to show has an over- 


(24) 








ture batoned by Rube Wolf with the 
pind boys in the pit that is a direct | 
One for the Paramount film, “Turn | 
wee Moon,’ produced by Fanchon, | 
durnenother plug given the picture | 
uring the finale. Warbling of Miss | 
€pper in the opening doesn’t im- | 
Prove the plug any. 


Opening routine by the Fanchon- 


= 


ettes is a semi-military effect, with 
the girls scantitly garbed in white 
and purple outfits. Their closing is a 
pretentious flash, with half a dozen 
femmes brought out in regal garb 
to represent Great Britain and the 
various colonies, 

Screen feature is “Internes Can't 
Take Money,’ (Par) with Paramount 
News, Sportlight and Pop-Eye car- 
toon for fillers, Trade at opener just 
fair, Edwa, 


LOEW’S MONTREAL 


Montreal, May 9. 

Charlie Kemper, well liked locally, 
carries the show currently at this 
house, applauded before he opens 
his mouth and continuously there- 
after until the close. It is the near- 
est to old-time vaude that this city 
has seen in many months. 

Eddie Sanborn starts with a coro- 
nation arangement featuring pic of 
King and Queen, which gets only a 
languid reception. Musical tour of 
the British Dominions gets applause 
on Scotland and Ireland, rather less 
~ England, and a big hand on Can- 
ada. 

Kemper acting as m. c. through- 
out and using the same gags as be- 
fore, warms up the crowd and 
brings in the 15-gal line in Spanish 
setting and costumes in back of 
Ernie Maida and Perez, acrobats, in 
the deuce. They do a balancing act 
with pole supported on man’s shoul- 
ders, building up to man swinging 
girl at end of pole with girl line 
circling them. Turn earns a brace 
of calls. 

Kemper back with George Hag- 
gerty for a clowning and patter act, 
bringing on Goss and Barrows, first 
with accordion, which is just an ex- 
cause for the gal who is the whole 
turn. She uses a man as foil and 
her material is fast and funny. 

Kemper returns for more anec- 
dotage and, with Haggerty, stages a 
play on the old theme of imagining 
something and someone who isn’t 
there. This always goes with a Mon- 
treal audience. 

Show closes with gal line snappily 
caparisoned in groups of four as 
support for Francis and Carroll, 
adagio dancers, standard routine act. 

‘Internes Can’t Take Money’ (Par) 
and ‘The Girl from Scotland Yard’ 
(Col) on screen. Lane. 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, May 8. 

Sybil Jason, kid actress from films, 
has an_ ingratiating personality 
which she wastes no time putting 
across as the headliner of current 
six-act bill here. Unlike a lot of 
juve performers, she’s not affected 
and her mannerisms are _ interest- 
getters, 

Minus her appearance, her songs 
and recitations would be just aver- 
age. But in the flesh, stuff holds 
interest for almost any audience, es- 
pecially one composed mostly of 
femmes as at late show here Friday 
evening (8). On for about 10 min- 
utes, with male accompanist at 
piano, kid gets through her turn 
without so much as a payee’s cough 
to break tranquility. 

With a full-fledged songster on 
the same bill, Everett Marshall, kid 
is wisely spotted early on card to 
give her a better break. Works out 
nicely all around, especially for Miss 
Jason. 

Marshall, who’s appeared here be- 
fore to good advantage, suffers no 
let-up this time around. Baritone’s 
pipes are at best, more than making 
up for his usual nervous appearance. 
Renders two ballads, topped off by 
‘Ol’ Man River.’ : 

Although house added a sixth act 
to give the bill needed fullness, turns 
are pruned down to get show into 
50. fast minutes. Production runs 
without hitch. ' 

Carlton Emmy and his ‘Mad Wags 
accorded opening shot and fill credit- 
ably. Pups put on a nice round of 
feats, abetted by Emmy’s constant 
chatter. 

Lydia and Joresco, whose appear- 
ance here has been postponed sey- 
eral times recently due to iliness, do 
nicely under their tag, ‘Poets of the 
Dance.’ Ballroom and tango num- 
bers are graceful and get over eas- 
ily. Blue spot on ballroom turn isn't 
exactly flattering. 

Walter Wahl offers plenty of acro 
comedy. Pantomime stuff clicks 
without any trouble, and heard his 
stooge are forced to come back for 
some real acro stuff. Three Olympics, 
two males and femme in white, know 
their roller skating. Perform on 
raised rink and have a sock finale 
with gal hanging from neck halter 
while partner whirls her around. 

Tagged ‘Musical Welcome to 
Spring.’ overture is under Sam Jack 
Kaufman, who also does nice job 
with m. c. duties. Frank Connors, 
soloist with pit band, contributes 
two pop tunes. 

Downstairs almost filled at late 
show Friday evening (8): balcony 
closed. Pic is ‘Cafe Metropole’ 
(20th). Pete. 








Mistaken Identity 

Henrietta Brown, whose marriage 
to Cliff Whitner on May 6 was 
recorded in the last issue of VARIETY 
is not the Henriette Browne now 
appearing in Lula Vollmer’s play 
‘Sun Up’ for the WPA. 

The similarity of names is causing 
confusion among the actress’ friends. 





Unit Reviews 
MILLS BROS. UNIT | 


(PALACE, AKRON, O.) 
Akron, May 8. 
The Four Mills Bros., radio sing- 
ers, with a program of new numbers 
in the unique style that carried 








them to overnight broadcast popu- 
larity, have little difficulty in pleas- 
ing audiences at the Palace here this 
week—despite the fact that they are 
going it alone. | 

he four boys are aided by a 
guitarist who knows the repertoire | 
as well as the boys themselves, but | 


| it is the orchestral imitations that | 


are most entertaining. 


‘Sweet Lucy Brown’ turns out to | 
be the favorite number of their pro- | 
gram, but there are others no less| 
well done. Among them are ‘Shoe 
Shine Boy,’ ‘Swing for Sale’ and 
‘The Organ Grinder’s Swing.’ 

Boys received a rousing hand at 
the opening show and in spite of the 
small attendance at the first matinee 
they could have taken more encores 
than they did. Mack. 


Red, Hot and Beautiful | 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 
Atlanta, May 9. 

This one whips along fast in 44 
minutes, under the guidance of Myles 
Bell, owner and _ producer, who 
knows how to emcee a show in an 
entertaining manner. There are 16 in 
the company, six of them bandsmen, 
but what unit lacks in numbers it 
makes up in the quality of perform- 
ances. 

Bell opens with a comedy bit and 
song, making way for Johnny 
Sanna, who does an acrobatic turn 
nimbly. 

Three Owen Sisters, (Sophie, 
Honey and Emmie), are brought on 
next by Bell and warble ‘Sing, Sing, 
Sing,’ in front of the mike, a la Bos- 
well femmes, and applause brings 
them back to offer ‘This Year's 
Kisses’—and good, too. 

Girls are followed by Johnny Spe- 
cial and his harmonica offering. Fin- 
ishes up with imitations of a fife and 
drum corps and hurdygurdy. Nan 
Bedini, niece of Jean Bedinj and 
wife of Bell, then joins latter in a 
comedy song in front of mike and a 
bit of chatter and hokum. 

Toby Rando follows with a semi- 
strip dance to ‘Sophisticated Lady.’ 
Sanna reappears and does a 
‘monkey act,’ leaping hither and yon 
on stage, climbing curtains, jumping 
into aisles and mingling with 
patrons. While band plays ‘Chloe’ he 
goes through a number of gyrations 
and acrobatic stunts, some in slow 
motion. He is followed by Roy 
Becker, guitarist, who does a comedy 
imitation of John Barrymore imitat- 
ing Bing Crosby singing ‘Love in 
Bloom,’ Bell and Bedini step out for 
more comedy and girl, who has 
charm and a cute French accent, 
sings ‘I Want to Be Bad,’ encoring 
with ‘A Thousand Good Nights,’ dur- 
ing which Bell peels off garments to 
reveal himself in long white night- 
gown, which is good for a laugh. 

Closing the show is Chic Thomas, 
monologist, dressed in doughboy out- 
fit, who does a nine-minute turn 
with plenty of laugh material. He 
closes with a song and whole com- 
pany comes on for finale, with 
Johnny Sanna doing skids and flip- 
flops across front of stage as curtains 
come together. Luch. 





Nitery Reviews 
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singer, from the floor and with Lew 
Conrad's band. 

Conrad, who serves capably as m.c., 
was booked in for two weeks last 
September and retained for the en- 
tire season. 

In addition to a large open bar 
adjacent to the main room, the 
Grove has a downstairs hideaway 
Melody Lounge that’s clicking. Pa- 
trons, after getting their fill of food, 
floorshow and dancing, can saunter 
down to the lounge, peek at the girl 
in the fish bowl, perch at a circular 
bar and hear the naughty ditties of 
suave, husky-voiced Ruth Manners. 
The three rooms offer a complement 
of attractions not found in other 
local niteries. The tap is still $1.50 | 
minimum (no cover). Fox. 


GROSVENOR HOUSE 


(LONDON) 
London, April 30. 


Grosvenor House Coronation floor- 
show can be set down as a certain 
success. There are only three acts, 








two of which will remain throughout 
the crowning festivities, and the 
third, Gali-Gali, Egyptian magician, | 
held over from the last show, will 
probably be replaced shortly by an- 
other American turn, as yet un- 
selected. The two newcomers are 
the De Marcos and Paul Gerrits. 
The De Marcos only do one show, 


| 


but it is a lengthy one, running an 
hour. Dancers occupy considerably 
more than half that time, respond- 
ing to several encores, and even 
staging some impromptu stuff with 
the other two acts. Having scored so 
strongly on their previous appear- 
ance last year, they were accorded a 
hearty reception on entrance, and 
even more tumult when they fin- 
ished. 

Interest centered around the debut 
of Paul Gerrits and he seemed to 
sense it and was palpably ill at ease. 
He appeared uncertain as to his 
gagging, not knowing how far to go, 
but will undoubtedly open up as time 
goes on, 


‘ 


It was not a typical topnotch West | 


End midnight audience. Place was 
packed early with American visitors, 
practically all of whom tried to 
dance on the limited floor space. 
Jolo. 


British Film | 


(Continued from page 15) 











Exhibs Ass’n and Kine Renters 
Society are understood to be in a 
fair way of agreement, but F. B. I. 


| Group has shown some stubbornness 


in demanding its point of view be 
recognized. 

Suggestions the new Quota Act 
should incorporate provision for en- 
suring U. S. release for British prod- 
uct are hardly acceptable to U. S. 
distribs operating here, for such a 
condition would naturally make 
their job harder and less certain. 
Variance between producers and the 
K. R. S. is thus delaying the outcome 
of the conversations, while C. E. A. 
in its turn is irked by demands it 
considers away from the main issue 
and which are jeopardizing the joint 
effort. 

General trade opinion sees produ- 
cers as temporary villains of the 
piece, for at the outset of the talks 
it was conspicuously clear their pur- 
pose was to organize the industry 
from within and so stall off Govern- 
ment control, not at all to press 
broad problems of _ international 
trading. 

Unless the producers come down 
on their demands, it is feared the 
sincere efforts put into the conver- 
sations by exhibs and distribs may 
have been wasted. 








Aussie Quota 
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Assoc., in connection with the quota, 
but the boys are keeping all biz 
chatter strictly to themselves. M. P. 
D. A. is a powerful organization, 
handling all biz dealings covering 
the American distributors operating 
in Australia and is headed by Sir 
Victor Wilson, with Percy Hunter 
second-in-charge. Sir Victor Wilson 
is at present in England, and Hunter 
is keeping quiet. 

Although much inside pressure is 
still being brought to bear upon the 
government regarding the Ameri- 
cans and quota, nothing definite has 
been settled yet as regards produc- 
tion enforcement. Inside has it that 
the government will not force pro- 
duction on the Americans this year, 
at any rate. Even probable that this 
angle may never come about, es- 
pecially if an Imperial Quota should 
eventuate within the next few 
months. However, it really all de- 
pends on how strong the pressure 
becomes from _ outside sources 
whether the government takes forc- 
ing action against the Americans, 


U.S. Share 


Squawks have gone out from time 
to time about Americans taking 
huge fortunes out of Australia on 
film hire, and that the government 
should put a stop to such a state 
of affairs. On very good authority, 
it’s learned that out of every $5 
earned by the American distribs 
in Australia, actually only 40c. re- 
turns to America, after allowing for 
overhead, taxation and so forth. 

Because of the huge tax grabs 
yearly by the government from the 
pic industry, it is considered un- 


likely that the government would} 


force the Americans out of N. S. 
Wales simply because of quota pro- 
duction enforcement. 


Melbourne, April 20. 
Victoria has a 
that operating in 


Although 


similar to N. S. 


Wales, the government is taking no} 


steps to enforce production by 
Americans, despite the fact that not 
one studio is open here right now. 

Officials here take the view that 
the distribs should not be forced 
to create something which does not 
exist. 


quota | 





rene nner | 





| “Con tempt’ Rule 
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F. C. C. subcommittee were reported 
today (Tuesday) to be planning to 
ask the full commish for subpoena 
powers with which to crack down 
on balkers. Only obstacle to come 
pulsion is described as legal, which 
may make it necessary for the en- 
tire body to initial a mandate for 
desired witnesses to tell all. 





While the committee was created 
for the express purpose of delving 
into a single isolated incident which 
involved tampering with records, 
the reinforcements are wanted, ac- 
| cording to gossip in industry circles, 
| because the inquiry has takep a new 
|'turn and is headed for other dis- 
closures. Probers are described as 
feeling it is imperative to have 
ae to demand appearances be- 


cause the tips about previously un- 
suspected irregularities are so 
serious. 

Exactly what has taken place at 
prem closed-door hearings has not 
come out, yet indus.iry circles are 
| buzzing with whispers that the in- 
vestigators—Commissioners George 
| Henry Payne, Thad H. Brown and 
Paul Walker—are on the trail of 
something much hotter than the 
paper-switching incident which was 
the reason for the probe. Alleged 
offenses are said to have occurred 
repeatedly and the nature is un- 
derstood to be far more important 
than mere substitution of affidavits 
in a single file. 

On the heels of these reports, 
which coincided with disclosure that 
Paul M. Segal, one of the leading 
radio lawyers, had defied the Payne 
committee, were the tips that force 
will be employed. Whether anyone 
besides Segal has ritzed the probers 
is another unanswered question, 
but it is indicated the committee 
has encountered resistance in other 
quarters, 

Request for subpoena powers is 
recarded as foreshadowing a quizz 
for previous applicants for commish 
favors, besides hinting that the 
probing trio feels it is on the trail 
of something hot. If the committee 
is granted the right to summon wit- 
nesses, and any defiance occurs, the 
commish then would have an ex- 
cuse to administer punishment for 
contempt via the courts. 


Segal incident occasioned conside 
erable tut-tutting among the broad- 
cast group here. While most attore 
neys felt the F. C. C. probe is goe 
ing afield, there was a general agree- 
ment that Segal, instead of saying 
he would not appear while Payne 
was running the inquiry, should 
have shown up and then refused to 
answer individual questions on legal 
grounds. Segal is sticking to his 
original position, however, and ex- 
pects to be vindicated on the con- 
tention that, since Payne is un- 
friendly toward him, he could not 
expect an unbiased quizz. 


New Anzac Unit | 


(Continued from page 15) 




















lease. Idea is to make pix for both 
quota and overseas market. 


Learned that Commonwealth Pro- 
ductions may make another pic in 
the near future following ‘Mystery 
Island.’ Unit is an offshoot of Com- 
monwealth Laboratories under Jack 
Bruce. ‘Island’ is being handled here 
by Par. 

Cinesound, after washing up ‘Tall 
Timber,’ will swing into production 
with ‘Lovers and Luggers,’ after 
which a start will be made on ‘Gone 
to the Dogs,’ featuring George Wal- 
lace. Under Stuart F. Doyle, Cine- 
sound is going ahead on continuous 
production irrespective of the quota. 
Cine’s pix are released through 
Doyle’s own company, British Em- 
pire Films, mostly over the Greater 
Union chain. 

If the Film Advisory Committee 
passes ‘Phantom Gold,’ a pic made 
by an indie unit headed by Rupert 
Kathner and Stan Tolhurst, RKO 
will handle distribution. Pic has 
| been laying around for quite a spell 
awaiting sanction and outlet. 

National Studio, and National Pro- 
ductions, Ltd., still have no pix lined 
| up for flooring, and the same applies 
| to Mastercraft. As a matter of fact, 
| there is only one studio open in all 
| Australia—Cinesound, 

Capital is still hard to find for pro- 
| duction owing to the attitude of the 
|N. S. Wales’ government covering 
'the Quota Act. Financial interests 
will not play ball with the producers 
j} until the whole quota affair is 
cleaned up to everybody's satisface 
tion, 
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B’WAY SHOWMEN ALARMED AT ONE-MAN 








CENSOR POWER UNDER DUNNIGAN BILL 


Managers Seek to Persuade Gov. Lehman Not to Sign| §f, [, Muny Opera 
Measure Passed by State Legislature—Claim Bill 
Was ‘Railroaded’ Through 





Meeting held in the Theatre 
League’s offices Tuesday morn- 
ing was attended by representa- 
tives of every group (20) in 
show business, all agreed as be- 
ing opposed to one-man censor- 
ship. A mass meeting will be 
held Sunday (16) night in a 
theatre to be selected and will 
be addressed by theatrical lead- 
ers. Long telegram with all sig- 
natories present was sent to 
Governor Lehman, asking for a 
hearing. ‘| 

Another form of protest will 
seek public support. Slips will 
be passed among audiences in 
all theatres, with the request 
that patrons signify their oppo- 
sition to the Dunnigan bill. 
Starting Tuesday night (11) 
leading players in all legit 
houses stepped before the cur- 
tain and appealed for support. 


Passage by both houses in Albany 
last week of the Dunnigan bill, em- 
powering the license commissioner 
of N. Y. to revoke a theatre’s license, 
if he regarded the performance im- 
moral, aroused consternation among 
legit showmen. General opinion was 
that the measure would create a 
one-man censorship, if signed by 
Governor Lehman. 


The law would give Paul Moss, 
license commissioner, a measure of 
power to which showmen strenuous- 
ly object. Friday (7), when it be- 
came known that the bill passed 
both houses, there were hasty tele- 
phone calls to the executive man- 
sion protesting the manner in which 
the measure was ‘railroaded.’ Mana- 
gers pointed out there had been no 
public hearings on the Dunnigan bill 
and they want the governor to 
receive their views before he makes 
a decision on the signaturing. It 
appears that the church element 
‘pulled a fast one’ in lobbying for 
the bill. 


League of New York Theatres, the 
managers’ own organization, is 
apparently at fault, because of 
failure to notify members of the 
pending legislation. Other groups 
and the unions, including Equity, 
were equally unaware of the Dun- 
nigan bill, although it was intro- 
duced more than a month previous 
to passage. League’s executive 
secretary is supposed to check on 


(Continued on page 61) 





ATC’s Convention 
Delegates Represent 
All Theatre Groups 


First convention of the American 
Theatre Council, which starts a four- 
day session one week from next 
Monday (24) has announced dele- 
gates spread-eagling the field. Any- 
one interested in the stage may be a 
delegate by so signifying to the ATC, 
234 West 44th street, N. Y. Mid- 
night supper on the final night (27) 
of the sessions will be the only p.m. 
gathering. There will be four lunch- 
eons and seven discussion meetings. 

Delegates are identified with near- 
ly every group within the theatre, 
inclusive of the various associates 
and unions except the musicians. 
Also to be represented are theatre 
publications, ticket agencies, costume 
designers, organizations of theatre- 
goers, besides which there will be 
individual delegates such as leading 
players and managers. 








‘Naughty Naught’ for Frisco? 


The John Krimsky office is con- 
sidering a summer folding of its 
‘Naughty Naught’ at the American 
Music Hall to open in San Francisco 
under the same music hall setup. 
Deals are also on for second com- 
panies in a couple of other key cities. 

Producer is talking with locals in 
Atlantic City and Boston, officials 
of the Cleveland expo, and Albert 
de Courville of London. 


Busy Trio 





Ernest Truex, cracking about 
his kids, says all three are play- 
ing—two on Broadway and one 
in Central Park. 

Smallest Truex is three years 
of age, the older lads being the 
progeny of his first marriage. 











OMAHA MAYOR 
NIXES “ROAD 


——_—_—_—__ 


Omaha, May 11. 

Opening of | ‘Tobacco. ~ Road,’ 
skedded for a two-night stand at the 
Paramount theatre, here, was pre- 
vented last Friday (7) by order of 
Omaha’s mayor, Dan B. Butler. Al- 
though warned earlier in the week 
that the play would not be allowed 
to open, unless certain lines were 
deleted, Irving Becker, company 
manager announced that the open- 
ing would take place, despite atti- 
tude of city officials. 


Squads of 117 police and plain- 
clothes men were on hand to pre- 
vent patrons from entering the thea- 
tre and to hold back throngs of by- 
standers gathered to watch the fire- 
works. Only biz allowed to go on 
was the refunding of ticket money. 
Police made no arrests, but some of 
those who had bought ducats in ad- 
vance voiced their ire and others 
complained about driving in from 
hundreds of miles around to see the 
play, one of the few road shows 
offered in Omaha this season. The 
cast, headed by Taylor Holmes, re- 
(Continued on page 59) 


OENSLAGER JOINS 
CENTRAL CITY SETUP 


Denver, May 11. 

Donald Oenslager, N. Y. set de- 
signer, is the latest to be signed for 
the annual Central City play fes- 
tival. Richard Aldrich will direct 
Ibsen’s ‘Doll House’ with Ruth Gor- 
don starring and the male lead yet 
to be tagged. Jed Harris will stage 
the show, to run from July 17- 
Aug. 7. 

Localites added to the staff in- 
clude Caroline Bancroft, writer and 
socialite, who is handling publicity, 
and Justin W. Brierly, school teach- 
er, who cops the business manager’s 
job, succeeding Frank White, biz 
manager since the inception of the 
annual event. 


If Meredith Stays 
‘High Tor’ Continues 


Strike of the Federated Motion 
Picture Crafts in Hollywood may al- 
low Guthrie McClintic to keep ‘High 
Tor’ running a_ while longer. 
Continuance of the Maxwell Ander- 
son play, now doing profitable busi- 
ness in its 18th week at the Martin 
Beck, N. Y., depends on presence of 
Burgess Meredith in the leading part. 

Actor is under contract to RKO 
and has commitment for one picture 
this summer. Before ‘High Tor’ won 
the Critics’ Award, Meredith and 
McClintie notified RKO that the ac- 
tor could be on the Coast by May 15. 
With business up, however, ‘High 
Tor’ could run indefinitely. 

In any case, RKO is not expected 
to call for Meredith’s services with- 
out giving at least two weeks’ no- 
tice. McClintic now expects actor to 
remain on Broadway until late June. 
Peggy Ashcroft, other featured 
player in the cast, leaves for Lon- 
don after May 29. She will be re- 
placed. Meredith expects to do the 
young playwright part in ‘Stage 
Door’ when RKO finally gets around 
to filming the Ferber-Kaufman play 
with Katharine Hepburn and Ginger 














Signs 39 Players 


For Summer Shows 





St. Louis, May 11. 

39 singers, dancers and comedians, 
most of them new to natives here, 
have been signatured for appear- 
ances here during 19th season of 
Municipal Opera, which gets away 
in open air theatre in Forest Park, 
June 4. Casting of season’s repertory 
of 12 shows has not been completed 
and the special operatic group for 
‘The Bartered Bride’ has not yet 
been assembled. Four Met opera 
stars are under consideration. 

Those signatured are Bernice 
Claire, Guy Robertson, Gladys Bax- 
ter, Al Trahan, Margaret Daum, 
Eddie Foy, Jr., Olive Olsen, Wilbur 
Evans, George Meader, Mary Hopple, 
Jack Arthur, Renne De Jarnett, Eric 
Mattson, Harry Metsayer, Helen 
Raymond, Violet Carlson, Gus How- 
ard, Blanche Ring, Ralph Riggs, 
Fritzi Scheff, Phil Porterfield, Ruth 
Urban, Lew Parker, Erika Zaranova, 
Annamary Dickey, Bert Prival, Pa- 
tricia Bowman, Ross Wyse, Jr. and 
Harris, Claire and Shannon, dance 
trio. These are all new comers. Old 
faves returning are Helen Denizon, 
Rosemary Deering, Detmar Poppen, 
Joseph Macaulay, Leonard Ceeley, 
John Sheehan, John Ehrle and Rob- 
ert Pitkin. 


ROCKEFELLERS 
ON THEIR OWN 
IN LEGIT 


The Center Theatre Corp. a 
Rockefeller subsidiary, is now defi- 
nitely established as a production 
entity and formally announced the 
presentation next season of ‘Vir- 
ginia,’ a musical which had been re- 
ported in the offing for some time. 
This marks the entry into legit show 
business on its own of the Rocke- 
feller group. Attention is called to 
the fact that there will be no out- 
side managerial nor financial asso- 
ciation, such as with ‘The Great 
Waltz,’ and the recently-closed ‘White 
Horse Inn,’ both of which played the 
Center, N. Y., smaller of the two 
Radio City theatres. 

Reports that the Center might 
again show films have been set aside 
by the decision to produce ‘Vir- 
ginia. New show, unlike its two 
predecessors, will have an Ameri- 
can background. It is being written 
by Laurence Stallings and Arthur 
Schwartz with its locale in Wil- 
liamsburg, Va., during the Colonial 
period. That town has been recon- 
structed by the Rockefellers. 

Leon Leonidoff, producer of the 
Radio City Music Hall stage shows, 
will be in charge of production for 
the new Rockefeller show activity. 
Kenneth Hyatt will be managing di- 
rector of the Center, with Louis 
Lotito, assistant. Hyatt had that spot 
when the Centre was in pictures. 


ARBITRATION DUE SOON 
IN ‘HANNIBAL’ CLAIMS 


An arbitration will be held to 
settle the claims of players in ‘Re- 
turn of Hannibal’ presented in San 
Francisco by Adrienne Morrison, last 
winter. Play was given for one week 


and the management deducted re- 
hearsal pay, which ordinarily is al- 
lowable under the rules. Deduction 
may be made if not more than eight 
performances are given. In the case 
of ‘Hannibal,’ however, players were 
called to appear on a second Mon- 
day, at which time it was decided to 
close, 

Most of the players are in the east, 
for which reason the arbitration will 




















Rogers. 


be conducted in New York. 





Bad Luck Token 


George Curzon, who closed IN 
‘Hitch Your Wagon’ at the 48th 
St., N. Y., recently, was pre- 
sented with a gold-handled 
cane by the cast. It was ine 
scribed: “To the Unluckliest 
English Actor.’ 

He first appeared over here 
in ‘Parnell.’ Earlier this season 
he was in ‘Black Limelight’ and 
was made an exception of the 
six months rule by Equity to 
go into ‘Wagon,’ provided he 
laid off legit for one year. 
Both latter plays flopped. 

















HENRY DAZIAN 


IS DEAD AT 83) 





Henry Dazian, whose theatrical 
activities spanned the gap from the 
Jarrett & Palmer ‘Black Crook’ of 
the ’70’s to the Ziegfeld ‘Follies’ of 
only a few years back, died in Miami 
Beach, Fla., the day following his 
83rd birthday. Both the ‘Crook’ and 
the ‘Follies’ were ‘Costumes by 
Dazian.’ The credit line is still to 
be found on theatre programs, but 
he retired from the firm some years 
ago. One of the last productions to 
which he gave his personal attention 
was ‘DuBarry’ done by Mrs. Leslie 
Carter in 1901. 

The house of Dazian was estab- 
lished about a century ago by his 
father, Wolf Dazian, who had a small 
place at 4% Marion street, now La- 
fayette. Soon after the Civil war 
the establishment was moved to the 
Bowery (then the theatrical center), 
near Spring street. The removal of 
the Rialto to Union Square brought 
the firm, then known as Dazian & 
Sons, to the east side of the Square, 
near 15th street, in 1878, and the final 
removal was in 1906 to 142 West 46th 
street, where it is still to be found. 

Henry Dazian, eldest of the sons 
of Wolf, was largely responsible for 
the position achieved by the firm. 
Until he joined his father the es- 
tablishment had been little more 
than a theatrical dressmaking shop. 


Young Dazian made a study of pe- 
riod costumes; important in a day 
when costume plays were more pop- 
ular than they are now and the 
Shakespearean repertoire was sup- 
plemented by more modern plays in 
similar vein; ‘Spartacus,’ ‘Ingomar’ 
and that ilk. The Dazian costuming 
was not only effective, but authentic. 
He costumed practically all of the 
important productions, including 
those by Edwin Booth, Lawrence 
Barrett, Richard Mansfield, Helena 
Modjeska, and at the same time his 
credit line was appended to the cur- 
rent circus programs, to which he 
supplied costumes for the then im- 
portant street parades and grand 
entree, forerunner of the current 
spectacle, 

He did not confine his activities to 
his business alone. He was an im- 
portant personage in the theatre and 
for 30 years had been a trustee of 
the Actors’ Fund. He was also one 
of the earliest members of the Lambs 
Club and, during the regime of 
Maurice Grau at the Metropolitan 
Opera, he was one of the directors 
and as such he engineered the con- 
tract which brought Enrico Caruso 
to this country. Following the death 
of the impresario, he was one of the 
two trustees of the Grau estate. He 
was a director of the Excelsior Sav- 
ings Bank, and of the old Commer- 
cial Trust Co., and associated with 
Al Hayman and William H. Rose in 
real estate transactions, largely the- 
atrical. 

His first wife was Emma Berg, 
opera singer, whom he met through 
his connection with the Metropol- 
itan. 

His only survivor is a niece, Mrs, 
W. W. Cohen. 





Lenore Ulric Injured 


Lenore Ulric, legit actress, is in 
the .Doctors’ hospital, N. Y., suf- 
fering from a foot injury that may 
possibly cripple her for life. 

Actress recently arrived from the 
Coast and had been staying at her 
home in Westchester. 


TICKET AGENCY 
GROUP TO TEST 
TAX LAW 


Believing that the admissions tax 
regulations covering tickets resoiq 
by agencies is not constitutional, a 
group of brokers has gotten togethe; 
to test the law. They contend that 
a ‘tax upon a tax’ is illegal, ang 
have retained Bruce Cramer, tax 
attorney of Washington, to start pro- 
ceedings. Most of those in the group 
are slated to appear tomorrow (13) 
for hearing on the charge of failure 
to stamp tickets sold at a premium. 
Government men who treated the 
ticket lads roughly, however, are 
claiming that they withheld this part 
of the tax at least, as specified un- 
der the regulations. 


While the present move may not 
have an effect on the Federal in- 
vestigation, the case, if decided in 
favor of the ticket men, would prevent 
future embarrassment to them. Con- 
tention is applicable mostly to tick- 
ets interchanged by the various 
agencies. Tickets may pass through 
two or three brokers before reach- 
ing the purchaser. Each agency 
tilts the price a dollar. 


Regardless of the fact that 30c. is 
paid by the box office on a $3.30 
ticket, the broker is supposed to pay 
the collector additional coin over 
10% of the actual total received. 
That is what the ticket men say the 
Federal people claim and explains 
why the government figures a lot of 
money coming from the brokers. 

One of the curiosities of the law is 
that when a ticket printed with a 
$3.30 price is sold under the price, 
the full 10% on the established rate 
is payable. Brokers say if that is 
the intent of the law, not more than 
10% secured over the price should 
be collectable. 


Tax law has never been to the 
highest court. When-former U. S. 
District Attorney Charles Tuttle in- 
vestigated the ticket situation some 
years ago, there was a partial com- 
promise in which the ticket men 
agreed not to test the law. How- 
ever, it cost the brokers plenty. 








Maurice Evans Wins 
N. Y. Drama League’s 
Third Annual Award 


Third annual award of the Drama 
League of New York for the most 
distinguished performance of the 
season, announced at a luncheon at 
the Hotel Pierre, N. Y., yesterday 
(Tuesday), went to Maurice Evans, 
English actor, for his performance in 
‘King Richard II,’ at the St. James. 
N. Y. Actor’s plurality was revealed 
as 485 points. Others receiving 
votes were John Gielgud, for ‘Ham- 
let’; Marta Abba, for ‘Tovarich’; 
Burgess Meredith, for ‘High Tor’; 
Ruth Gordon, for ‘The Country 
Wife’ and Henry Travers, for ‘You 
Can’t Take It with You.’ 

Katharine Cornell did not receive 
any votes, although she won the 
award two years ago and was run- 
ner-up last year. Helen Hayes won 
it last year. Evans is the first male 
actor and the first foreign-born ac- 
tor to win. Daniel Frohman pre- 
sented the award and John Golden 
was master of ceremonies at the 
luncheon. 


DILLINGHAM PLAYS 
ARE SOLD AT AUCTION 


The rights in 111 plays, operettas 
and musicals owned by the late 
Charles B. Dillingham were disposed 
of at auction yesterday (Tuesday ) to 
a group of theatrical personages in- 
cluding Irving Berlin, Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 2d, and Jerome Kern. At- 
torneys represented the buyers. The 
sale was held before Federal Bank- 
ruptcy Referee John E. Joyce in the 
N. Y. Federal building, The pw'- 
chasing bid was $10,500. 

Sale of the Dillingham property 
was done at the request of the Irv- 
ing Trust Co. as trustee of the late 
produceyr’s estate for liquidation pur- 
poses. Other bidders were attor- 
neys for the Hollywood Plays, Inc 
which started the auction with 4 
bid of $1,100, and the Shuberts, who 
went as high as $4,000 and then 
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Lambs Club Group Supports Blunkall 
As Equity's Third Party Candidate 


The Lambs Club is back in Equity 
politics, supporting Jack (E. J.) 
Blunkall, the only candidate oppos- 
ing Frank Gillmore for the presi- 
dency of the association. Club was 
intensely interested in Equity during 
the actors strike of 1919, but for the 
past 10 years has concentrated on 
holding its own organization to- 
gether, its ranks having been de- 
pleted by the depression and Holly- 
wood. 

Lambs group has taken offices at 
55 west 42nd street on the grounds 
that the election is not a club affair. 
There is a committee for the third 
party slate which also has nine can- 
didates for the council and there is a 
platform. For the council the third 
party has named Jack Norworth, Hal 
Forde, Jack Byrne, Earl Mitchell, 
Mae Buckley, James Spottswood, 
Victor Morley, Mabel Taliaferro and 
John Ravold. It endorses three can- 
didates on the regular ticket: Wil- 
liam Gaxton, Franklyn Fox and Wal- 
ter Greaza. 

Progressive Party 


Calling itself the Equity Progres- 
sive Ticket has a slate which em- 
phasizes reforms in Equity’s general 
policy. It seeks youth in the asso- 
ciation but wants ‘selective youth’ 
which is expected to give something 
to the theatre, not merely any tyro 
having the money for the initiation 
fee. 

Conditions in the Works Progress 
Administration’s Theatre Project 
will be cleaned up, if the third party 
has its way. Progressives want pro- 
fessionals in the Federal theatre’s 
key positions so that ‘actors will be 
given parts to play instead of being 
supers, while amateurs play the 
paris,’ it being charged that WPA is 

(Continued on page 59) 


THUMBS WEST 
DUE IN JUNE 


It is expected that the court action 
started on the Coast restraining the 
presentation of ‘Thumbs West,’ an 
intimate revue, will be settled this 
week and the show will be readied 
for June debut on Broadway. 
Finances originally delayed the 
show, announced by Herbert Bar- 
num Seeley, but the coin end has 
been straightened dut. W. k. con- 
tractor was to have been Seeley’s 
Partner, but backed out when the 
young manager refused to engage a 
femme lead of questionable talent. 


Seeley inherited a bankroll, but it 
is mostly tied up in a trust fund ad- 
mistered by an uncle who resides in 
a Mansion spotted in the middle of 
the principal park of Bridgeport, 
Conn. Unevle is opposed to See- 
ley’s theatrical aspirations and has 
refused to release any money for the | 
‘West’ production. Seeley is the 
great grandson of P. T. Barnum. 
father drew wide attention by toss- 
ing a fabulous dinner in New York. 
Seeley has been interested in other 
shows and last season was in on 
Strip Girl” which played briefly. 


St. L. Calls It a Season 











St. Louis, May 11. 
American theatre, town’s only | 
legit house, has closed for season, 
which was best since 1929. Opening | 


in October, American entertained 14 
road shows, a gain of four over pre- 
vious season. 

Standouts, from b.o. point of view. 
Were ‘Follies, ‘Idiot's Delight’ 
‘Jane Eyre,’ with ‘End of Summer’ 
‘nd ‘Pride and Pie, udice’ doing bet- 

‘ than average biz. 


S 





His | mailed out. 


and | 


| 


| 
| 


Joe Cook came into Indianapolis 
| for a two-day stay as headliner at | 
Indiana Bankers’ Assn banquet. | 
Sneaked in for quiet hotel session 
in preparing his material for local | 
appearance. Said too much confu- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





‘Who’s Blunkall?’ 


Minnie Dupree was listed 
among the third party candi- 
dates for Equity’s council but 
declared she had not consented 
to run. Actress called at the 
association’s office, asking: ‘Who 
is Blunkall?’, who heads the 
ticket and opposes Frank Gill- 
more for the presidency. 


Miss Dupree’s name _ was 
taken from the list and Earle 
Mitchell substituted. 











LEAGUE OKAYS 


AGREEMENT 
WITH P.A.S 


A meeting between League of New | 


York Theatre and the new press 
agents group, held to consider a 
working agreement, resulted in the 
matter being put over until attor- 
neys straightened out the phrase- 
ology of the instrument. Managers 
are said to have expressed no objec- 
tion to the minimum salary provi- 
sion of $100 weekly, since the better 
known p.a.’s are paid more. 


There are other provisions calling | 


for pay for preliminary work, al- 
though most p.a.’s claim they have 
received salary for such work. There 
is also a minimum of two weeks pay. 
Understood that the TMAT also pro- 
poses to have company managers 
paid for work done prior to open- 
ings. Number of producers have not 
put their company managers on the 
payroll unless the show is operating 
and have not paid for work after 
closings. 

New NYTPA group does not be- 
lieve its membership to be important 
to the managers, agents and treas- 
urers union because they are in the 
minority. There are around 40 mem- 
bers in p.a. association, but only 
12 or 15 are consecutively engaged. 
Others fill in with jobs on maga- 
zines and other publications, 


EQUITY CANDIDATE 
DEADLINE REACHED 


Deadline for filing petitions plac- 
ing candidates in the field for Equity 
office or council was last night 
(11). It had been stated that Fri- 
day (14) was the last day for filing, 
it being 20 days prior to election 
(June 4) under the rules. Council, 
however, wanted more time so that 
the ballots could be prepared. 

Third party filed Monday, 








naming | 


WITHOUT PIX COIN 
Pua OHELVED 





ie Leading Authors Have | 
| Prospered Under 5-Year | 
Agreement 
Film Co. Backing 
B’way Is Claim — Lesser | 
Playwrights May Force | 
Dramatist Guild Action 





SEEK WAY OUT 





Undercurrent within the Drama- 
tists Guild calls for changing the 
five-year agreement entered into last 
spring with the managers. The idea 
is to beckon back Hollywood to the 
| legit theatre because it is claimed 
the new set-up is not working out 
to the benefit of a majority of au- 
thors. 

The average playwright contends 
that the new contract is okay for the 
standout authors, but that many 
plays which might have been pre- 
sented this season were left on the 
shelf by producers who did not care 
to invest coin without Hollywood 
participation, 

The complaint hes not been heard 
at the Guild meetings, but the so- 
called lesser playwrights insist that 
they have been shuffled out by the 
methods of those top-notchers. Prob- 
ably unknown to the latter, a group 
of protestants have been talking 
things over and planning a way to 
woo back picture coin to Broadway. 

The Guild is reputedly controlled 
by certain dramatists who are active 
in the Guild’s executive board. The 
rules by which it operates do not 
permit a goodly percentage of the 
membership to express their opin- 
ions. That is explained by the fact 
that there are two classes of mem- 
bers and associate members are not 
permitted to vote. 

Last Season 

When the Guild and the managers 
fought it out last season it was 
claimed by showmen that if the pic- 
ture people were alienated from 
stage production, the reaction would 
directly affect the average dram- 
atists. That seems to have proven 
true in some instances. Hollywood 
has backed a number of shows this 
season, but the deals had been made 
prior to the old contract’s expira- 
tion. 

Leading authors never believed 
that picture people would lay 
off Broadway, insisting that ‘they 
wouldn't stick’ to the agreement of 
the leading film producers who ob- 
jected to certain regulations and re- 
strictions imposed. One angle which 
irked Hollywood, at first, was the 
raising of the authors’ percentage of 
picture rights from 50% to 60%, 
after it had been declared by Guild 
leaders that the even split would not 
be changed. Legit managers seemed 
less disturbed over the lift, although 
they have been more direcily af- 








one candidate for office (Blunkall fected in receiving a lesser share. 


and a council slate. Independents 
have no names other than council 
candidates. All three tickets will be | 
printed on ballot with blank spaces 
should the ticket be split. Under- 
stood that should any further can- 
didates spring up before the official 
deadline, a separate ballot would be 


‘Joe Cook Plots Legit 


Appearance on Bway 


tadianapolis May 11. 


sion around his much publicized es- 
tate. 

Confided he has hopes of making 
necessary arrangements for straight 
legit appearance in fall in New York 
in play recently completed by Clar- 
ence Budington Kelland. 


There is some indication that picture 
rights sales have tapered off, but for 
the plays wanted exceptionally high 
| prices have been paid this season, 
with the authors getting the breaks. 





the agreement they should be made 
before summer, showmen say, so 
| that production plans for next sea- 
son could be more concrete. 
IS provision 
supplementary which 


rules soured 


thors and 


managers has the power 
to make revisions, but the commit- 
tee has rarely gone into session. 


Bees Kenyon Mites 


Elmer Kenyon, & press agent for the 
American Theatre Council, is 
cove! in a Pittsburgh hospital 
| from operation for gallstones 
Was suddenly ill and -rushed 
to his town for the operation 

Agent has headed number of road 
the Guild, last being 
earlier this season. 
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If there are to be any changes in | 


re- | 











Preventing | 
on | 





There | 
n the agreement and its | 


Hollywood. A joint committee of au- | 











|Equity’s Indies Oppose Third Party 
In Council Representation Campaign 


+ midaniaaaa 
Still Guessing With Equity’s election more than 
three weeks away it is indicated that 
Though the picture rights of the independent or opposition group 
‘Excursion’ brought $125,000 (formerly Actors’ Forum), while 
from Metro, the play at the having no candidates for officers, 
Vanderbilt, N. Fa BBO BEt Dees will increase its representation on 
a po Bligen ace Fars Econ hy the council. Conceded that if the 
its sixth week. has drawn group elects some of its candidates 
moderate grosses, its takings to that body, the younger element 
last week being around $10,000, would be aS PON oe 
Management is still ponder- plenty of interesting council sessions 
ing over the reason for the re- and maybe force change: even 
views. When reading the no- though the regular ticket should 
tices one of the staff described place’ its officers in for another 
his emotions as _ ‘slightly three-year term. 
startled,’ with others more so. Nominating committee in retain- 
ing the same officers on the regular 
eas ticket, did the expected, but the 
selection of council candidates was 
a surprise, since there were included 
names of players selected by the 


WITH TURNER 
AT EQUITY 


Morris Ernst, one of the attorneys 
from whom Paul N, Turner, Equity’s 
counsel, secured an opinion as to the 
meaning of the proposed amendment 
on secret balloting, is reported up- 
set over Turner’s alleged distortion 
of his comments. Ernst is said to 
have asked the Equity official to 
send to the members by mail his ac- 
tual ideas. He also wants it pub- 
lished in the Equity house organ that 
the amendment might mean _ that 
even motions to adjourn be secretly 
voted on, which appears to have 
been the burn-up reaction. 

Amendment, now in process of 
referendum, has been quibbled over, 
say its proponents. Pointed out that 
the constitution provides for parlia- 
mentary rules at meetings, also the 
procedure as set forth in Cushing’s 
Manual. Proposed amendment would 
not upset either provision and it is 
further claimed that the frequent 
mention of referendum and election 
in the draft indicates that for such 
issues only would secret voting ap- 
ply. Changes first made by Turner 
and then the committee representing 
the petitioners resulted. in the 
amendment’s phrasing being less 
clear than when originally written. 


BURGESS MEREDITH 
PAINFULLY INJURED 


Burgess Meredith, featured in 
‘High Tor’ at the Martin Beck, N. Y., 
fractured a rib and was severely 
bruised last Thursday (6) night. He 
has not missed any performances of 
the Maxwell Anderson play. 

Actor’s mishap occurred when he 
tripped on loose board and fell down 
a flight of stairs at the Manhattan 
O. H., N. Y., where he was attending 
a benefit dance given by ‘The Eter- 
nal Road’ cast for = Loyalists. 


Cheryl Crawford Gets 
Hardie Albright Play 


Cheryl Crawford will start off her 
legit production schedule on her own 
next season via a play by Hardie Al- 
bright, picture and legit actor. It’s 
untitled and being fixed 
cast now. 

Miss Crawford and Strasburg were 
on the executive board of the Group 








is 


| Theatre for the past few vears, but 
both pulled out recently to go on 
| their own. 
| 90 Sails’ for B’ way 
Hollyy wood, May 11. 
W. P. Lipscomb will arrange for 
i} Broadway presentation of his play, 
‘Ninety Sails,” before returning to 
England. 
Writer now is toiling on the script 


‘Call | 


jof ‘Beau Geste’ at Paramount. 


-opposition last season. For that rea- 
son the opposition endorsed five on 
the regular ticket and even should 
it not elect any of its own ticket, 
will be sure to have a stronger coun- 
cil representation. Administration 
said the regular ticket was satisfac- 
tory. Opposition figures the nomi- 
natirg committee made some selec- 
tions as a sop to its side. Despite 
that the group was dissatisfied with 
the cemmittee because the adminis- 
tration electioneered for its selec- 
tions, while it did not, further than 
to present a petition with over 500 
names asking for a ‘democratic’ com- 
mittee. 
Third Party 

Chances of the third party's ticket 
which has one officer, E. J. Blunkall, 
and a council slate are not indicated, 

(Continued on page 59) 


TMAT PUSHING 
MEMBERS DRIVE 


New applicants since the recent 
drive to unionize treasurers, press 
agents and company managers, now 
total 160 in the office of the TMAT, 
which expects the number to ap- 
proximate 200 by the end of the 
week. Most of those who filed have 
already received membership cards. 

Report that a deadline to join up 
had been set for last Saturday (8) 
proved to be erroneous. Union ex- 
plained it had offered a slight reduc- 
tion in dues for those who filed by 
May 15. Applicants must pay $10, 
half of which is for initiation and 
the other half pays the first three 
months’ dues, a saving of one dollar 
(dues are $2 monthly). Majority of 
those who have joined are box office 
people. 

Meeting was held with a com- 
mittee from the New York Theatri- 
cal Press Agents, referred to as 
‘high hats,’ after which a TMAT 
officer said they would have to join 
‘or else.’ New p.a. association 
stated that there had been no ulti- 
matum and a decision would not 
be reached until the union made 
clear its aims, opened its member- 
ship lists and answered certain 








| 
| 
| 


up and | 
Lee Strasburg will direct. | 


| 


queries. So far as the NYPA is con- 
|cerned the TMAT is very vague in 
what it proposes doing. 


Deal whereby TMAT would fuse 
with the IATSE still hangs fire and 
may not be definite one way or an- 
other for several weeks. Those who 
contacted James J. Brennan, presi- 
dent of the stage hands local. were 
referred to George Browne, head of 
the IATSE. Latter was out of the 

| city, reported either in Chicago or 
on the west coast because of the 
studio strike. 

Company managers and some 
treasurers have questioned the pro- 
priety of joining the union, on the 
grounds that they are confidential 
employees or executives. Union head 
are said to have agreed that com- 
pany managers should be so re 
garded, but the TMAT cla iat 


'jdea is out-moded. 
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Plays Out of Town 





SEA LEGS 


Boston, May 11. 


Musical comedy in two acts, based on a 





Play by Lawrence Johnson and Beulah 
Kine Featuring Derothy Stone, Charles 
Collins, Roscoe Ates, Book and lyrics by 
Arthur Swanstrom; music, Michael H. 
Cleary: staged by Bertram Harrison; 
dances by Johnny Mattison; settings, Mabel 
A. Buell; musical director, Frank (Cork 
Presented by Albert Bannister and J. Kd- 
mund Byrne at the Colonial, Boston, May 
LO, 37 

Captain Nordstrom....c.ceee Charles Kin 
Mrs \ > Wrytcherly... Mary Sargent | 
(ee W. Tutt! Walter N. Greaza 
Ju Valentine Tutt Jr...Derek Fairmatr 
PO Rids cahé vi. ck eoetaadbene Re Morar 
James Met Rs cecedoeess R > At 
as PUMANOORS 5000 000eseee% Char Collins 
ON a ae ae Kathryn Mayfield 
Barbara Deeds. .cccccceces Dorothy Stone 
TOON... sins wcdketweve wees j Dee | 
Pa ; Patricia Knight | 
Ben Yost’s Catalina Eight Themselves | 


A two-act gabby musical with a 
small company, one set and a child- 
ish book is here for a week’s tryout 
before a promised opening on Broad- 
way. 

‘Sea Legs’ has a company of smil- 
ing actors who couldn’t possibly get 
to first base with the many drab 
lines they have about a cat named | 
Henry the Eighth and a lot of hack- 
neyed stuff about love. None of the 
tunes are naturals, but ‘Opposite 
Sex,’ ‘Catalina’ and ‘Wake Me 
With a Star’ have a chance. There 
isn't a bright line in the show, al- 
thouth the costumes are fresh and 
the yacht set is excellent. 

Dorothy Stone was given a cordial 
welcome back to the musical stage 
here, and her husband, Charles Col- 


lins, pleases as her leading man. 
Roscoe Ates’ stuttering amuses for 


awhile, but he has nothing to wofk 
with. Charles King, as the captain, 
maiz:es the most of his role, as do 
the others in the company. 

Kathryn Mayfield clicks nicely 
with her vocal of ‘Wake Me With 
a Star’ and Rosie Moran has several 
dance specialties, her acro-eccentric 
bit in the first act being the best. 

Fox. 


ROOM SERVICE 


Baltimore, May 11. 





Comedy in three acts by John Murray 
ant Allen Boretz; presented and directed 
by George Abbott; settings, Cirker & Rob 
bins; at the Maryland theatre, Baltimore, 
May 10, "37 $2.20 top 

Sasho Smirnofl .......ec0 .-Alexander Asro 
Gordon Miller ..... ecesesesses- Sam Levene 
Joseph Gribble ...cccee eeccces Cliff Dunstan 
SEMSey DMO... «\ «hobheetesaeeee Philip Loeb 
thane We BP ee ere Teddy Hart 
(oristine Marlowe .......Margaret Mullen 
Teo Davis ....-cee eocvcesers .Eddie Albert 
Hilda Manney see es .Betty Field 
Gregory Wagner ,.. «»-Donald MacBride 
Simon Jenkins ..cccccecccecess Philip Wood 
Timothy Hogarth eeccecesss+s.-Jack Byrne 
Dr. Glass ... Cee eeesde ee ee Hans Robert 


Bank Messenger ..ee.+e+. William Mendrek 
Senator Blake ....es.ee..Ralph Morehouse 


George Abbott has turned to the 
story about the shoestring producer 
who finally produces a great hit, to 
turn in another hit for himself. It's 
a familiar theme of course, but given 
the sure fire Abbott touch for laughs 
‘Room Service’ is bound to click on 
Broadway because it’s strictly Broad- 


way in plot, characterization and 
idiom. 
Choosing his cast from former 


members of ‘Three Men on a Horse,’ 
*‘Boy Meets Girl’ and ‘Brother Rat’ 
Abbott has selected his characters 
as if the parts were written with 
these principals in mind and the re- 
sult is a fast-moving, skillfully paced 
comedy. With a sharpening of 
the second act finale and the elim- 
ination of a blackout-to indicate pas- 
sage of time in the third act, both 
tending to slow things up, play will 
easily bear comparison to the three 
above mentioned hits. 

Story doesn’t count much. It’s the 
treatment and incidental situations 
which carry the pace along at a 
merry clip. 

Gordon Miller is a shoe string 
producer, all set with a script, di- 
rector, cast, a six-week period of 


| arrived qd 
‘| for a session of big <ime living as a 


rehearsals, but no bank roll. Ens- 
consed jn a hotel managed by his 
brother-in-law, Gordon is on the 
cuff not only for his own room anc 
room service, but he has moved in 
his entire cast of 22 actors as well, 
so that they hang together waiting 
for the angel to appear. P 

The brother-in-law is having his 
own troubles squaring matters with 
an efficiency man just arrived and 
Miller adds insult to injury by 


nt | checking in his author as well, just 


from Oswego and all set 


| successful playwright. 





Miller’s girl friend finally meets 
a backer and everything seems 


set. the angel handing over his check 
for $15,006 only to get suspicious 
when the efficiency guy breaks in on 
the scene and throws a most un- 
timely  monkey-wrench. They 
straighten him out, however, and he 
deposits the check with the hotel 
management, meanwhile permitting 
withdrawals against it for scenery, 
costumes, properties, ete. Theatre is 
no problem, as hotel conveniently 
owns an adjoining house as well. 
Promoters set out to get their opus 
on the boards in the five days neces- 
sary for the check to clear. 








Of | 


course it bounces just as the curtain } 


is about to go up. But, by the grace 
of Messrs Murray. Boretz and Ab- 
bott, the show goes on and not only 
goes on, but over, with .all the 
wrinkles straightened out and every- 
body happy at the last curtain. 


Not a very. original theme, 
but given the framework, it’s a 
perfect setup through which Ab- 


bott can perform his familiar tricks 
of comedy and skillful timing. There 
are wisecracks a plenty and lines 
for the Broadway mob. Cast is uni- 


formly good with especially good 
jobs turned in by Sam Levene, 
Philip Loeb, Eddie Albert, Teddy 


Hart, Donald MacBride and an ex- 
cellent bit by Alexander Asro as a 
Russian waiter, formerly of the 
Moscow Art Theatre and still yearn- 
ine for the footlights. 

Needs some sharpening in spots, 
but the makings are there, and in- 
dications are that another hit has 
been born. Burm. 


TRAILER. HO 


Pittsburgh, May 7. 
University of Pittsburgh Cap and Gown 
Club presents musical comedy in three acts. 
Book by G. Norman Reis, lyrics and music 
by Gus A. Schnabel, Dr. Benjamin Levant, 


John. St. Peter, G. Adrian Robson, Herbert 
Cohen, Donald Joy, Vernon Krahl, Sidney 
Rotstein, John Stephens, Charles Raugh, 
G. Norman Reis, Louis M. Fushan, Leo 
Cafferty, Nick Spanos, Robert Saffron and 
William Colker. Directed by Gene Kelly 
and Carl B. Cass At Nixon, Pittsburgh, 
for one week at $2 top 


Cast: Leo Cafferty, Francis Devlin, Jack 
Hoeveler, Thomas Smith, Charles Custer, 
John Werry, Robert Marantz, Albert Barr, 


Floyd Nicklas, Robert Graf, William Mur- 
ray, Hoffman, Alex Slobodian, Hyman 
Lederstein, Albert Beacon, Milton Leder- 
stein, John Danton, Sam Rothman, Wil- 
liam Kunkel, Robert Saffron, Nicholas 
Spanos, Robert Crawford, Karl Stark, Jim 
Reagen, Ben Siegel, Sidney Shore and 


Oscar Coodetein. 

Pitt’s annual Spring musical is the 
usual broad treatment of the inter- 
collegiate scene, with a bit of satire 

(Continued on page 63) 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Lowell Gilmore, Kate Warriner, 
Kathryn Collier, George Spaulding, 
Stanley G. Wodd, Francis Swann, 
Gordon Mills, Deer Tree theatre, 
Harrison, Me. (Permanent Co.), 

Tonio Selwart, Philip Tonge, Dor- 
othy Sands, Doris Dalton, Franklin 
Gray, Elizabeth Dean Farrar, Perry 
Wilson, Casino theatre, Newport, 
R. I. (Permanent Co.). 

Johnny Culbertson, Erie Mathe- 
son, Red Bank Summer theatre, Red 
Bank, N. J. (Permanent Co.), 

Florence Barry, Joan Bancroft, 








Thomas E. Tracey, Stapleton Kent, 
‘Damaged Goods.’ 





— — ——— 









|. Miller Beautiful 
and Deluxe shoes, 
formerly 
12.75 to 15.75 


shoes, 





MILLE 


1. Miller Beautiful 


4.75 to 13.75 










ingenve shoes, 
made expressly 
for 1. Miller, for- 
merly 8.75 to 9.78 


formerly 









MADEMOISELLE SHOES 
made expressly for 1. MILLER 





formerly 


570 
6.95 ond 7.95 














$62 FIFTH AVE. 





(Mademoiselle Shoes not in 562 Fifth Avenue Store) 
50 FIFTH AVE. 











PLAYS ABROAD 
AND ON WE GO 


London, May 1. 

Revue in two parts of 10 scenes each; 
presented by Paul Murray; production de- 
vised and staged by Robert Nesbitt; book 
by Douglas Furber; lyrics, Desmond Car- 
ter; music, Jimmie Rogers, Kenneth Leslie- 
Smith, Dennis Van Thal, Arthur Schwartz; 
dances arranged by Freddie Carpenter, Max 











Rivers; decor, Clifford Pember. Features 
June Knight, Marie Lohr, David Hutche- 
son, William Cavanagh, Charles Heslop. 
Robert Lindon, Alan Lawrance, James 
Hayter At the Savoy theatre, London, 
April 22, ’37. 





If the first night’s reception is any 
criterion, this revue is in for an ex- 
tended run. While there are spots 
in it that are very weak, there’s a 
good deal that is worthy of favorable 
mention, including the artistic pro- 
duction and costuming. Individual 
analysis of the numerous 
would only sum up to the afore- 
mentioned statement that a good 
deal of it is good and some of it not 
quite up to standard. 

Somewhat of a sensation was cre- 
ated by casting Marie Lohr, one of 
London’s legitimate actresses, in the 
role of a French can-can dancer. 
Plump, dignified and somewhat ma- 
tronly in appearance, this revolu- 
tionary bit of casting set the first 
night audience aghast. 

The leading lady is 
American, one of the 
comedy soubrets who sings with a 
strict adherence to the key. She 
also dances delightfully. 

David Hutcheson, a tall, manly 
‘clown,’ who sings, dances and does 
comedy and farce, should be okay 
for the U. S. 

Music is tuneful in spots. 


JOSEPH Il 


Vienna, April 23. 


few 


Jolo. 


Drama 


in eight scenes by Rudolf Heinz, 
produced by Burgetheatre, Vienna; sets 
Franz Herterich. 
MN. DEe 6 ieseneed da Hae -.--- Raoul Aslan 
_ = errr Valerie von Hatvany 
Pee Wee. Whi ots 6 0b6de weed os Otto Tressler 


Piay depicts part of the life of the 
happy-unhappy Emperor Joseph II, 
who was misunderstood by his peo- 
ple, carrying ‘emancipztion’ too far. 


Religious and tacial minorities in 
the former dual monarchy hailed 


him as their savior. 

Raoul Aslan here adds his sixth 
Habsburg role to his parts. Aslan 
claims he likes this role best of all, 
because he need not change his 
facial expressions, he looks like 
Joseph II. Valerie von Hatvany 
takes the leading female part of 
Elizabeth of Wurtemberg. Though 
historically somewhat blurred, Eliza- 
beth is shown as the emperor's 
greatest help. She dies two days be- 
fore the Emperor, an incident which 
the author describes as ‘true love.’ 

Otto Tressler plays the part of the 
Pope, who opposed Joseph's ideas. 
State-owned Burgtheatre is the only 
legit where the person of the Pope 
may be named on the program. 

Maass. 


UVEGHINTO 


(‘Glass Coach’) 
Budapest, April 22. 


Comedy in three acts by 
National Theatre, Budapest. 
Cast: Erzsi, Somogyi, Juliska 
Joseph Kurthy, Arpad Lehotay, 
Petheo, Zoltan Hosszu. 


Lajos Bibo at 


Ligeti, 
Attila 


National excels in the staging of 
peasant comedies, of purely local in- 
terest. This one has to do with an 
upstart nouveau riche _ peasant 
woman who wants a gentleman for 
a son-in-law, a glass coach, and a 
position in society. Shrewd husband 
cures her by pretending to risk 
money in pursuits of these aims, 
whereupon the wife comes to her 
senses and is content to stay in her 
peasant surroundings and keep her 
money. 

Devoid of interest for foreigners, 
but it’s the sort of thing that the Na- 
tional turns out to perfection. Good 
clean fun. Jacobi. 


LONTANAZA 


(‘Distance’) 
Rome, April 30. 


Play in six scenes by Francesco Pasi 
netti; produced at University theatre, | 
Rome; directed by Nino Meloni; featuring 
Mario Pisu, Nini Trucchi, Rosetta Cala- 
vetta, Celia Bernacchi, Zoe Incrocci, Maria 
Teresa Guerra, 


This play was chosen for aistine-| St . 


tion by the permanent committee on 
literature of the Italian Society of 
Authors and Editors. It presents an 
original situation in an original way. 

There. are six characters in the 


scenes | 


June Knight, | 
musical } 


———_= 


Inside Stuff—Legit 





to Metro for $15,000. 


thor. 





| other shows or pictures. 
| Abbott production. 


It was announced that Metro bought the picture rights to ‘Lost Horizons: 
drama presented by Rowland: Stebbins (Laurence Rivers, Inc.) for $15,000 
but it cost the film firm double that sum. 
play originally submitted by Harry Segall, but did not accept it for pres- 
entation until other authors revised the script. 
to Hollywood and advised the manager that he had sold the play outright 


Stebbins was interested in the 


In the interim Segall went 


Deal with Metro to produce the play was then made by Stebbins and a 
regular author’s contract was entered into, with Metro named as the au- 
When the matter of film rights arose Metro claimed it had not re- 
linquished that perquisite but the contract failed to indicate that point 
and it looked as though someone jin the film office out-smarted himself. 
Matter was settled last week when Stebbins was paid $15,000. 
| duction was costly, ending with the show in the red for $70,000. 
the St. James, N. Y., in the fall of 1934. 


Stage pro- 
It played 


Charles Washburn, who is press agent for the George Abbott attrac- 
tions, has entered into an agreement with the manager not to publicize 
The p.a.’s salary 
Manager is figuring on running three shows on Broad- 
way during the summer, he currently presenting ‘Boy Meets Girl’ and 


is tilted for each additional 


‘Brother Rat,’ with ‘Room Service’ due into the Cort next week. 


| by the National Library Press. 


Washburn’s latest literary effort, ‘Press Agentry,’ 


has been published 


Volume is described as ‘a practical hand- 


| book on publicity,’ author having designed it as a guide for those planning 


to enter that profession. 


He says there are 25,000 press agents in New 
| York, most of whom started in newspaper offices. 


Opinions of a number 


of editors on p.a. methods are included in the book. 


| 


Philadelphia. 


Imperial, N. Y., Tuesday (11). 





Sudden departure of Alexander Leftwich from ‘Orchids Preferred,’ for 
which he staged the book, is reported to have resulted from an altercation 
with Charles H. Abramson, show’s presenter. 
lie was passed and then some punches, with Leftwich said to have been 
knocked from the stage to the orchestra pit. Episode happened in Newark, 
| where the show played last week after being mysteriously banned in 


Jose Ruben was called in for the directing job. 


According to the story the 


Musical opened at the 


Supplementary proceedings which had been started on behalf of Laura 
Pierpont, widow of Taylor Granville, who was awarded $5,600 on a 20- 
year-old judgment against Sam Grisman have been discontinued. Manager 
has appealed the decision but has signed two notes for $3,500 which will 
‘| be accepted in settlement in the event he loses the appeal. 


Judgment was for $2,500, but when Grisman remarked he did not think 


amounted to more than the claim. 
the widow. 


sailed. 


trousers pocket. 





to save the pater from worrying. 


| he owed the money, court awarded the full amount plus interest, which 


Frederick Er Goldsmith represented 


Father of Barney Klawans, who manages the legit department for War- 
ners, went abroad last week and was clipped for $350 just before the boat 
He had a concealed pocket on the inside of his coat containing 
passport and letter of credit but his wallet with the coin was in a back 


Klawans radioed pop that he had found the wallet in his motor car, just 


Jack Norworth is the only Lamb who has been given permission to wear 


will have to put him on as guest star 
benefit performance. 


benefit he played. 


at special matinees. 


group calling itself the Show Shop. 





his hat when in the club. Says his wife has been trying to get him to doff 
the lid around the house for 14 years but no dice. 
veterate cud chewer, and so is Fred Allen. 
| New York sells Allen’s brand and plans buying up all the stock so Allen 


Norworth is an in- 
Former says only one store’in 


William Gaxton was presented with a cigarette humidor by the directors 
of Suydenham hospital in appreciation of his work in arranging a recent 
Show grossed $20,000. 

Actor received an accompanying letter from Simon Bergman, chairman 
of the committee and said it was the finest token he ever got from any 


Unusual similarity in play titles is showing itself on Broadway this 
month. Federal Theatre Project's experimental unit is presenting Paul 
Green’s one-acter, ‘Hymn to the Rising Sun’ at the Ritz theatre, N. Y., 
‘Kneel to the Rising Sun,’ adapted by Peter Martin 
from Erskine Caldwell’s story, is to be produced shortly by an amateur 








WPA 


Hymn to the Rising Sun 








! 








| Unto Such Glory 


| Brother Simpkins ..... Will Geer 
SEMUNG TAO iver teierédeedess Mary Bell 
WRN ME 1.sbsccneveeovess hdward Segal 

Pe beb eee eceesecs Curtis Parker 

Sut Mey RasS cocccecssvse David Woodward 





Two shor plays by Paul Green are 
|offered by the Experimental Group 
| of the WPA Federal Theatre for four 


Play in one act, by Paul Green. Presented 
by WPA Federal Theatre Project's Fxperi- 
mental unit. Staged by Arun Foxman; set- 
tings, Robert Chertov and Theodore Fuchs, 
On the same bill with ‘Unte Such Glory,’ 
in one act, also by Paul Green: staged by 
Manny Manisoff, at four special matinees, 
starting May 6, ‘S7, at the Ritz theatre, 
N. Y. Admission by invitation only. 
a ot, ee eee Walter O' Keeffe 
PUNTIY GORGE cciccasvesseave Albert Patrick 
Tees SUE. SavséNeostces Charles Thompson 
wares Geet. vesacksess »..Sidney Vereker 
0.40006 5.0.00603 64800000 David Woodward 
ROOHEM 3 6.60.00 56 6gbeneeediedeas Louis Polan 
nc, ST re TE eee Ivan Lewis 
CRPSISS LOVE. 6066 ecsees sss Jack Curry 
Second Guard -e..--Arthur Shackett 
EO Te OT ae Stanley Williams 
Convicts: Herb Eberhart, George Whitting- 
ton, Philip Hilton, Henry Roberts, John 
Berry, Anthony Heath, George Yessner. 
Berry Anthony Heath, George Yessner. 


play, a man and five women—and| special invitation matinees, with the | 
the story traces his relationship with! possibility that, if liked, they will be- | 


each of the women in turn. One by 
one the four girls, who live together 
in the little valley surrounded by 
high mountains, fall in love with 
Ludovici, each in her different way 
Chiara, who is paralyzed, under- 
stands him best perhaps, and would 
be able to give him most. Two of 
them are conventional and bound up 
with the little things of everyday 
life. And Silvia, the youngest. 
doesn’t have the courage to go with 
him. 

He 
finds 


goes away, and in a far 
another woman who is 
(Continued on page 62) 


port 
not 


|come a regular double bill, presented 
nightly by the FTP. This pair of one- 
acters by the southern playwright, 
who already has a Pulitzer Prize to 
his credit, is contrasting in moods 
|and formulae. ‘Hymn to the Rising 


| of chain gang oppression, illuminated 
by some of Green’s best writing to 
date. Its companiorf piece is a some- 
what mawkish trifle, in a comedy 
vein, concerning a revival meeting 
preacher who almost seduces a trust- 
ing member of his flock. 

Both plays are excellently acted 

(Continued on page 62) 





Sun’ is an unadulterated little drama | 


1 | 





FTP DIRECTORS MAY 
NOW PICK OWN CASTS 


WPA Federal Theatre has worked 
out a new system through which di- 
rectors personally cast their 
rather than take the 
actors assigned to ’em in bulk by the 
brass hats in the organization. 

Into effect this week is what the 
FTP terms a ‘pool.’ All the troupers 
awaiting spotting are lined up each 
day and stagers setting up shows 
0.0. "em with an eye to type-casting. 


may 
productions, 
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CHICAGO 








THEATRICAL MAID 


Picture and stage. with excellent 1 
experience Very neat, quick an 
punctual Excellent references 


Write R. M. COLES 
1800 Tth Avenue, New York 
Apt. 9A 
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ams at $22,000, 


Cant Take It Grabs 13446 in Loop 





. 4 


Chicago, May 11. 

Loop slides to a single show cur- 
rently, with only “You Can’t Take It 
with You’ surviving. Two shows de- 
camped on Saturday (8), those going 
out being ‘Close. Quarters’ after two 
brutal weeks and ‘Idiot’s Delight’ 
after four walloping b.o. sessions, 

However, on next Monday (17) 
the loop list will make it a couple 
when Katharine Cornell comes into 
the Grand with a two-play reper- 
toire, ‘Wingless Victory’ and the 
Bernard Shaw ‘Candida’ revival. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Close Quarters,’ Selwyn (1,000; 
$2.75). Scrammed on Saturday (8) 
after two sad sessions, finishing to 
under $3,000. Couldn’t get started 
on bad notices and comments. To 
Toronto for a week and then folding 
for the summer, with Philip Meri- 
vale and Gladys Cooper, co-starred, 
reported going to Europe for a 
couple of months. Nothing set for 
the house to follow. 


‘Idiot’s Delight,’ Erlanger (1,400: 
$3.30). Out after four capacity 
weeks. Got top coin here in years 


on admission; getting $3.30 at night 
and $2.75 during the matinees as op- 
posed to regular admission tariff for 
dramatic shows of $2.75 and $2.20. 
Bang-up finish at $22,000. House 
goes to films with the arrival of 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG). 

‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ Har- 
ris (1,000; $2.75) (14th week). Im- 
proved nicely, with Pulitzer Prize 


award aiding somewhat. Around 
$13,500, all right. 
WPA 
‘Lonely Man,’ Blackstone. Sched- 


uled to get going tomorrow (Wednes- 
day). 
‘Mississippi Rainbow,’ 


Princess, 
Advertising last weeks. 


‘O Say Can You Sing?’ Great 
Northern, Still rehearsing revised 
version, 





‘Dead End’ Indpls. $4,200 


Indianapolis, May 11. 
‘Dead End,’ here at the English 


theatre for three evening perform- |. 


ances and a matinee (3-4-5) did only 
moderately well at the box office to 
gross approximately $4,200 at $2.75 
top. 

Lack of public patronage could 
not be blamed on paper cricks, who 
made it a trio to sing the praises of 
the play. 


ONE SHOW OUT 


‘The Eternal Road,’ which is esti- 
mated having cost $500,000, will close 
at the Manhattan O. H. Sunday (16) 
after playing 19 weeks. Biblical 
spectacle finally reached presenta- 
tion after being delayed over a year, 
because the original financing was 
consumed. 

Show piled up considerable oper- 
ating red before salaries and other 
expense items were reduced. Lately 











‘ETERNAL ROAD’ 


Opened Jan. 7, ’37. N. Y.’s 
first stringers were both unani- 
mous and vociferous in their 
praise of Max Reinhardt’s spec- 
tacle, frequently reaching ecsta- 
cies in their criticisms. No di- 
vergence of opinion in what all 
crix teek te be the last word 
in production. Brooks Atkin- 
son (Times) saw fit to ‘under- 
stand and forgive the 10 post- 
Ponements.’ Gilbert Gabriel 
(American) called it ‘an ex- 
perience as big and beautiful 
and deeply thrilling as the the- 
atre has managed to devise.’ 

VarIETY (Ibee) thought prices 
high and possibility of an in- 
definite run just a possibility. 











it picked up and the management 
has hopes that the road will return 
some of the enormous outlay. It is 
Possible that after laying off ‘Road’ 
may resume in New York for a short 
period, 

Show is the sole exception made 
by Equity in its rule against Sunday 
Performances, because of its relig- 
ious nature and on that day ‘Road’ 
has drawn its best grosses. Sabbath 
matinees were particularly good, 
with nights weak and then discon- 


New Vollmer Play 


Cincinnati, May 11. 

Lula Vollmer’s latest play, ‘The 
Hill Between,’ will have its premiere 
at the Cox, June 4 and 5. Announced 
as an Actors’ Guild production, un- 
der direction of Owen Phillips, it is 
being offered by Ralph Zimmerman, 
10cal impresario. 

Cast to include Earle Larimore, 
Therese Wittler and Ann Dunnigan 
and rehearsals to start here May 17. 








Ruth Draper’s Cap 
Week Brings $7,500 


Washington, May 11. 

Ruth Draper wound up first full 
week in Cap with approximately 
7,500. Figure is only slightly over 
half last mid-season week rolled up 
by Cornelia Otis Skinner, but town 
is regular Skinner stop and she has 
nursed it carefully in Miss Draper’s 
absence, 

National playing ‘Follies’ this week 
to wind up Cap’s legit season. House 
goes pix next week with three 


stanzas of ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) as the 
finale. 


Okay $12,000 for 
Tovarich’ Third 





—_— --- 


Los Angeles, May 11. 

Biltmore theatre continues to pile 
up substantial grosses, and third 
week of ‘Tovarich’ held strong, with 
opus now in fourth and probably 
final stanza. ‘Boy Meets Girl’ folded 
at El Capitan (8) after nine weeks 
to excellent returns. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Tovarich,’ Biltmore, Los Angeles. 
(D-1,656; $2.75) (3d week). Hit 
nifty $12,000 and should garner satis- 
factory 10G on final stanza. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ El Capitan, Hol- 
lywood. (C-1,570; $1.65) (9th—final 
week). Held comparatively strong on 
final stanza for oke $4,000. House 
dark until new piece can be readied. 


‘Tomorrow’s a Holiday,’ Mayan. 
Set to run until May 23. 
‘Blind Alley, Hollywood Play- 


house. Gangster drama starting to 
build and may run beyend original 
closing date, June 6. 

‘Help Yourself,’ Mason. Repeat 
engagement after road show tour, 
with closing date set for May 23, 


‘Orchids’ $2,000 NSG 
At Shubert, Newark 


Newark, May 11. 

‘Orchids Preferred,’ new musical 
with Eddie Foy, Jr., and Benay 
Venuta, which Charles H. Abramson 
rushed into the Shubert after police 
interference in Philadelphia, got off 
to a bad start with but one day’s 
advertising and the play still in the 
throes of rehearsals. Crix let it 
down gently, but b. o. never came 
to life. Very poor at approximately 
$2,000. 

Current attraction: Jane Cowl in 
‘First Lady.’ 











Week on Coast 





Bankhead Tour Finale 
Grabs $5,500, Atlanta 


~— Atlanta, May 11. 

Winding up her tour of the hinter- 
lands, Tallulah Bankhead gave three 
performances here last week in 
George Kelly’s ‘Reflected Glory’ and 
grossed a neat approximate $5,500 in 
three performances at the Erlanger 
theatre. 

Following final show Wednesday 
(5) the company entrained for N. Y. 





PITT BOWS OUT 


CAP & GOWN 76' 


Pittsburgh, May 11. 

Nixon shuttered Saturday night 
(8) for the season, following a week’s 
engagement of the annual University 
of Pittsburgh Cap and Gown show, 
‘Trailer, Ho,’ winding up the most 
successful year the town’s sole legit 
site has had in almost a decade. 

Nixon looks for a late legit start 
next fall, with three or four road- 
show pix practically set to get under 
way late in August and will extend 
through most of September. ATS 
subscriptions for 1937-’38 are slow 
coming in since prospectus for the 








series hasn’t yet been outlined, with 
‘Masque of Kings’ only play thus 
far set for subscribesr. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Trailer, Ho’ (Nixon: 2,100: $2). | 
Annual Pitt Cap and Gown show 
topped figures for last five years. 


Around $1,200 window sale,, which 
gave musical gross of ‘approximately 
$7,000. Most of seats to these pro- 
ductions are sold on campus at cut- 
rates and through regularly-issued 
student books. 





FIRST LADY’ $11,000 


OKAY IN BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, May 11. 

Waning season of legit here found 
‘First Lady’ getting a fair play at 
Ford’s last week ringing fairly good 
$11,000. Maryland, other legit house, 
tenanted the Columbia Opera Co. in 
a repertoire of ten operas in seven 
days at pop prices, and turned in 
$9,300 for its efforts, which was okay. 





George Abbott-s latest attempt, 
‘Room Service,’ is the bill at the 
Maryland this week, with Ford’s 


opening its sale for the ‘Follies,’ due 
in for week of May 17, probably the 
finale of season, which has been ex- 
cellent since inception. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘First Lady,’ Ford’s (1,988; $2.20). 
Got fairly okay $11,000. Good recep- 
tion from crix, and Jane Cowl rat- 
ing good local following, but season 
about through. In earlier might have 
accounted for more. 

Columbia Opera Co., Maryland 
(1,570; $1.65). Repertoire of ten 
operas in seven days at pop prices 
built nicely from opening with re- 
views favorable to capable if un- 
known singers, garnered at a satis- 
factory $9,309. 





‘Barchester Towers,’ a dramatiza- 
tion by Charles P. Anthony, of An- 
thony Trollop’s book by the same 
title skedded for next fall by Fred- 
erick W. Ayer and Bruce DeLette. 





B’way Legiters Readying Hit Road Cos. 
Plus New Productions for '37-38 Biz 





Lending credence to optimism re- 
garding next legit season on Broad- 
way, preparation of fall shows is get- 
ting underway much earlier this 
year than customary. Several com- 
panies are already being cast. 

Although troupes won’t go out until 
fall, two additional road companies 
of ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ 
are being tentatively cast by Sam 
Harris office. with original company 
firmly entrenched in 22d week at 
the Booth, N. Y., and certain to stick 
well into fall, at least, and second 
company in 14th week in Chicago, 
third company will go to Boston and 
fourth will hit the southern trail. 

Original ‘Brother Rat’ is solidly 
set in 22nd week at the Biltmore, 
N. Y., with second company in 13th 
stanza in Boston and readying to 
hop to the Coast. Abbott office is 
taking time out from rehearsing 
‘Room Service’ to cast third edition 
of ‘Rat’ for the south. 

Gordon office is setting summer 


men,’ another top grosser at 








| 


formed into second company to hit 
Chicago in the fall. 

Gilbert Miller headquarters ten- 
tatively is readying one and possibly 
two road troupes of ‘Tovarich,’ origi- 
nal production of which is drawing 
heavily in 3lst week at the Ply- 
mouth, N. Y., with second troupe 
clicking in Los Angeles. 

Understood Mare Connelly is al- 
ready working pencil and paper to 
line up cast for a road edition of 
‘Having Wonderful Time’ for fall. 
Alfred de Liagre, Jr., is expected 
to begin active casting for one and 
probably two ‘Yes, My Darling 


Daughter’ troupes when he gets back | 
to N. Y. in July. Rowland Stebbins, | 


in about a month, will begin casting 
‘The Astonished Ostrich’ and ‘Merely 
Murder’ for fall debuts on Broadway. 

The Shuberts are already casting 
several productions for fall. The 
Rockefellers are understood virtually 
ready to jump into production of 
‘Virginia,’ the new Arthur Schwartz- 


replacement players for ‘The Wo-j| Laurence Stallings musical for the 
the; Center Theatre. And a number of 
Ethel Barrymore, N. Y. Actresses | others are already getting under way | 
thus seasoned in the show will be; for next fall. 
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B ways 


Legit Season Nearing Finale: 


VARIETY 


= 


re weet 


Grosses Taper; Road Exiting at 246 


The waning legit season on Broad- 
way found most grosses slipping 
again last week, although attendance 
did perk up during the last half. 
That was attributed to an influx of 
early vacationists, principally from 
the south. Was evidenced by ‘crack- 
er’ dialects over the telephone and 
at the box offices. 





Summer set-up has been somewhat 
disarranged and Hollywood the 
principal cause. “The Show Is On,’ 
regarded a cinch stayer, is an- 
nounced for its final weeks, with one 
of its leads due on the Coast early 
in June. Some possibility of the | 
revue holding on through next 
month, however. There is some in- 
decision over ‘High Tor,’ also, and, 
though that plav has slipped, it was 
rated with the summer possibilities. 
Indications are the hot weather 


IS 


D‘Oyly Bow Out 
$73,700 in Hub: 
Rat’ Grabs 8 G 





Boston, May 11. 

This week finds ‘Sea Legs,’ a new 
musical, starring Dorothy Stone, 
Charles Collins and Roscoe Ates try- 
ing out here; and ‘Brother Rat,’ a 
long-termer (13 weeks) nearing the 
end of a successful marathon. 

The D’Oyly Carte company wham- 
med with a four-week run of G&S 
repertoire, and swept up a total 
gross of about $94,000 during the 
month’s stay at the Colonial. 

Estimates for Last Week 

D’Oyly Carte, Colonial ($3.30; 4th 
week). Finished four-frame_ date 
here in high gear, $23,700. Prac- 
tically solid all the way. Always a 
sock attraction for this town. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth 
13th week)—Still doing 
around $8,000. 


BOY’ PHILLY EXIT 
WEEK UNDER $6,000 


($2.75; 
nicely, 


Philadelphia, May 11. 

‘Boy Meets Girl’ folded rather sud- 
denly Saturday night, giving it four 
weeks at the Chestnut. That's all the 
ads had announced originally but 
house management hoped for some- 
thing & little better. Biz was only 
fairish after first week. 

Big trade is seen this week for 
Katharine Cornell on her two pro- 
ductions to be given for four per- 
formances each at the Forrest. Ad- 
vance sale was big, although down- 
stairs was not capacity for the open- 


ing. 

Not a thing is in sight for either 
Chestnut, Forrest or Erlanger for the 
rest of the season. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Chestnut (1,500; 
$2). Fourth and final week, with 
management deciding rather sud- 
denly to close engagement Saturday 
night. Couldn't make $6,000 at pop 
scale. 





(Week of May 10) 


‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Chestnut, 
Philadelphia. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ E) Capitan, 
Hollywood. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth, Bos- 
ton. 


‘Close Quarters,’ Royal Alex- 
andria, Toronto. 

‘Dead End,’ Arcadia, Wichita, 
Kans., 10; Audi, Denver, Colo., 
12-13; Paramount, Salt Lake 
City, U., 15. 

‘First Lady’ (Jane Cowl), Shu- 
bert, Newark. 

‘Follies,’ National, Washington. 

Katharine Cornell Repertory, 
Forrest, Philadelphia. 


‘Idiot’s Delight’ ‘Lunt § and 
Fontanne), Pabst, Milwaukee, 
10-12; Parkway, Madison, Wis., 


13; St. Paul Audi, St. Paul, 14-15. 
‘Sea Legs,’ Colonial, Boston. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ Shrine Tem- 

ple, Cedar Rapids Ia., 10; Cecil, 


Mason City, Ia, 11; Grand, 

Davenport, Ia. 12-13; Shrine, 

Fort Wayne, Ind., 14-15 
‘Tovarich,’ Biltmore, Los An- 


geles. 


‘You Can’t Takc It With You,’ 





Harris, Chicago. 


starters will not be definite for seve 
eral weeks. 

‘The Eternal Road’ with the 
heaviest red on record will end after 
Sunday (16) matinee at the Manhat- 
tan Opera House. Biblical spec has 


operated out of the red since final 
performances were announced and 
last week again went close to the 
$24,000 mark. 

The event of this week is the re- 
vival of ‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ opening 
at the Little tonight (12). Plans 
of Anne Nichols call for sending out 
two or more ‘Abie’s,’ despite the 


oncoming summer—record run com- 
edy originally opened at this time 15 


| years ago (1922). One other open- 
ing on the card is ‘Orchids Pre- 


ferred,’ a musical which opened at 


the Imperial Tuesday after a last- 
minute booking. 

Next week three entrants are 
carded: ‘Room Service,’ Cort (Boy 
Meets Girl’ moves to Ambassador 
and cuts prices); ‘Sea Legs,’ Mans- 
field, and a revival of ‘Damaged 


Goods,’ 48th St. 
Estimates for Last Week 


‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert (5th 
week ) (M - 1,382 - $3.85). Business 
picked up with visitor influx and 
takings approximated $20,000; Con- 
fident of summer stay, 


‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (77th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Still holds to profita- 


ble margin, with takings slightly 
over $7,000; moves to Ambassador 
next week to make way for ‘Room 


Service.’ 

‘Behind Re@ Lights,’ 46th St. (1&th 
week) (D-1,375-$2.20). Will enter 
summer period; melodrama has been 


moderate draw, with takings esti- 

mated around $6,000 last week. 
‘Brother’ Rat,’ Biltmore (22nd 

week) (C-991-$1.65). Making run of 


it and nominated as good thing for 
summer; geared to operate at mode- 
rate coin; $10,000. 

‘Dead End,’ Belasco (8lst week) 
(CD-1,000-$1.65 ). Holdover drama 
doing fairly with prices halved; tak- 
ings approximated $5,500 last week. 

‘Excursion,’ Vanderbilt (6th week) 
(CD-804-$3.30). Not as strong as first 
indicated, but making money with 
gross last week slightly over $10,000. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 


(12th week) (CD-1,006-$3.30), Eased 
off then climbed late last week, 
which sent gross over $12,000; an- 


other summer stayer. 
‘High Tor,’ Beck (18th week) (D- 
1,124-$3.30). May not stay after this 


month, although business warrants 
summer try; featured player (Bur- 
gess Meredith) due .in Hollywood; 


off about $2,000; $13,000. 

Orchids Preferred,’ Imperial (1st 
week) (M-1,385-$3.30). Presented by 
Charles H. Abramson; book by Fred- 
erick Herendeen; score by Dave 
Stamper; opened Tuesday. 

‘Penny Wise,’ Morosco (4th week) 
(C-961-$3.30). Doubtful after this 
month; late spring entrant has 
dropped instead of improving; $4,000 
or less. 

‘Show Is On,’ Winter Garden (21st 
week) (R-1,671-$3.30). List leader 
continues to draw excellent money, 
and figured through summer; $27,000; 
last weeks announced; leads due in 
Hollywood. 

‘The Eternal Road,’ Manhattan O,. 
H. (19th week) (M-2,780-$3.30). 
Final week; another improved gross; 
close to $24,000. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (20th 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Eased off, but 
easily the best grosser among 
straight shows; close to $20,000. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (179th 
week) (D-1,017-$1.65). Topped $5,000 
again last week and that is profitable 
for long run drama, 


‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (31st week) 


(CD-1,036-$3.50). Slipped further, 
with takings bit under $13,000; 
turned goodly profit at pace; still 
a summer candidate. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst (re- 
sumed eng.) (63d week) (D-1,110- 
$3.30). In final stages of fine run; 


business bettered $15,000 last weck. 

‘Without Warning,’ National (2nd 
week) (D-1,164-$3.30). Mostly cut 
rates; first full week estimated 
around $3,500 after weak press. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
house (14th week) (C-878-$3.30). 
Little affected if at all; laugh show 
generally plays to standee trade, 
with takings over $15,500. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Booth (22nd week) (C-704-$3.30), 
Pulitzer winner couldn't draw more 
coin with standees in all performe- 
ances; tops $15,000 regularly. 

Revivals, Etc. 

‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ Little (ist 
week) (C-530-$2.75). Anne Nichols 
revives run record holder; opens to- 
night. 

‘King Richard Il,’ St. James: 
final weeks; still big at $16,000 

‘Naughty Naught,’ American Mu- 
sic Hall; meller in night place, 

WPA 

‘The Sun and I,’ Adelphi, 

‘Power,’ Ritz. 

‘Dr. Faustus,’ Elliott. 

‘Prof. Mamlock,’ Daly’s. 

‘Candide’ and ‘How Long Brethe 
ren.’ Baves: ‘dance dramas.’ 
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Conse of Ethiopia, Musically Told, 
Is Part of Florentine May Festival 


7 

Rome, May 1. 

Preparations for the Florentine 
May Festival, Italy’s idea of a 
springtime Salzburg, practically 


completed. Festivities start with 
Verdi’s neglected opera ‘Luisa 
Miller... Carl Ebert directing with 


Vittorio Gui conducting orchestra. 
Maria Caniglia and Giacomo Lauri 
Volpi have leads. Sironi designed 
sets and costumes and Donatello 
Bianchini executed. Another Verdi 
opera, ‘Othello,’ will be given with 
entirely new scenic equipment by 
Primo Conti. Opera Comique of 
Paris is arriving on the scene with 
all its people and equipment for the} 
performance of ‘Pelleas and Meli- 
sande’ of Debussy. 

Series of performances at the Per- 
gola and Comunale theatres will be 
completed by a number of modern 
works, among which is ‘Il Deserto 
Tentato’ (‘The Desert Attempted’) 
by Alfredo Casella, with libretto by 
Corrado Pavolini. This is to be a 
sort of recital of Italy’s exploits in 
Abyssinia, starting with squalid des- 
ert conditions and ending up with 
the fruits of civilization sprouting 
all over. Director Lothat Waller- 
stein and Stage Designer Gianni 
Bagnetti collabed on piece, which 
presented especially thorny prob- 
lems. 

Outdoor performances during May 
festivities include ‘Coronation of 
Poppea’ by Monteverdi, and Luigi 
Pirandello’s last work, ‘The Giants 
of the Mountain,’ both of which will 
be produced in the Giardino di 
Boboli. 

Finally there will be dances done 
by Jia Ruskaia’s ballet in the court- 
yard of the Pitti Palace, as well as 
dances done by a Russian ballet un- 
der the direction of Colonel De Ba- 
sil and by the Italian Sartorio group. 


CINCY SYMPH'S 
RESIGNATIONS 


Cincinnati, May 11. 

Resignations of a number of lead- 
ing players in the Cincinnati Sym- 
phony orchestra were disclosed last 
week, among them Vladimir Baka- 
leinikoff, assistant conductor and 
first violinist. Others leaving are 
Karl Kirksmith, head of the ‘cello 
section; Max Hess, head of the horn 
section; William Bell, tuba player; 
Joseph Quintile, harpist, and Samuel 
Rabinowitz, second stand player in 
the first violins. Carl Kohlman, 
trombonist and a member of the or- 
hcestra since it was formed 43 years 
azo, will retire at the conclusion of 
the May Festival. 

Bakaleinikoff, who has been draw- 
ing $4,400 a year, said the manage- 
ment’s refusal to grant him an in- 
crease is the cause of his departure. 
He plans to give up viola playing 
for conducting. His position will be 
filled by Erik Kahlson, for the past 
nine years first desk violinist of the 
Cleveland orchestra, and a member 
of the Walberg String Quartet, on a 
radio network for the last three 
years. 

Some of the players, it is reported, 
will join the orchestra being organ- 
ized by NBC, to be directed by 
Arturo Toscanini. 

Quintile will move to Hollywood, 
it is understood. 


CARL ROSA OPERA IN 
SOUTH AFRICA CYCLE 


Capetown, April 26. 
Carl Rosa Opera Co., due May 3 
at Johannesburg. Schedule calls for 
performances of ‘Carmen,’ ‘Pag- 
liacci,’” ‘Cavalleria-Rusticana, ‘Il 
Trovatore,’ ‘La Traviata,’ ‘Rigoletto,’ 
‘La Boheme,’ ‘Madam _ Butterfly,’ 

















*Tannhauser,’ ‘Samson and Delilah,’ 
‘Faust,’ ‘Barber of Seville,’ ‘Don:| 
Giovanni,’ ‘Die Fledermaus,’ ‘Tales 
of Hoffman,’ ‘Maritana,’ ‘Bohemian 
Girl’ and ‘Lily of Killarney.’ 
African Consolidated Theatres 





Louisville Promotes 


37-38 Concert Sked 


Louisville, May 11. 

Community Concert Association 
will be in the field for the 1937-1938 
season. Officers were elected recent- 
ly, and arrangements closed with 
CBS concert management for five 
artists and artistic groups to appear 
at Memorial Auditorium. 


Membership campaign will be con- 
ducted May 24 to 31. Tickets will be 
sold by membership only and for en- 
tire season. Artists and attractions 
set are Kirsten Flagstad, Jose Iturbi, 
Jooss European’ Ballet, Gordon 
String Quartet, and John Charles 
Thomas, baritone. 

Louisville Civie Arts Ass’n de- 
cided not to present any more con- 
certs during present season, but the 
organization expects to resume in 
the fall, with the civic orch and 
chorus as nucleus for series. 


PARIS EXPO T0 
HAVE LOTS OF 
CONCERTS 


Paris, May 5. 

Paris will present musical festivals 
of all types on an unprecedented 
scale during the expo. Modern com- 
posers will dominate the musical 
program of the fair according to 
Jacques Ibert and Albert Roussel, 
composers themselves, who have 
drawn up the plans. 

Each of the leading orchestras of 
Paris will give a concert at the 
Theatre des Champs-Elysees. These 
concerts will be composed entirely 
of French works and will be under 
the direction of Albert Wolff, Eugene 
Bigot, Igor Stravinsky and Paul 
Paray. 


Comedie des Champs-Elysees will 
house two series of concerts, one 
modern operas bouffes written by 
Jean Rivier, Maurice Thiriet, Ger- 
maine Tailleferre, Marcel Delannoy, 
Manuel Rosenthal, Louis Beydts. 
Other will be nine concerts of pres- 
ent day chamber music. 


Foreign countries are also ex- 
pected to participate in the festivals. 
It is expected that the Bayreuth The- 
atre will come to Paris under the 
direction of Furtwaengler, as well as 
the ballets of Monte Carlo and Phil- 
adelphia and the Vienna Philhar- 
monic Orchestra directed by Bruno 
Walter. Arturo Toscanini has been 
invited to conduct three perform- 
ances of Claude Debussy’s ‘Pelleas 
and Melisande’ at the Theatre des 
Champs-Elysees. 














Cairo Orchestra Starts 


Cairo, April 25. 

Initial performance of the newly 
organized Egyptian State Broadcast- 
ing Orchestra under the founder- 
conductor Joseph Huttel was given 
here this week before a packed house 
in the Ewart Memorial Hall of the 
American University. 

Outfit has 60 instruments. Opener 
was broadcast on a short-wave. 

Huttel announced that orchestra 
will make an attempt to ‘adapt 
Arabic music to the western idiom.’ 


INDPLS SYMPH 
GETS REULEAUX 


Indianapolis, May 11. 


Walter Reuleaux, musical director 
of WFBM, was last week appointed 
to post of personnel director of Indi- 
anapolis Symphony Orchestra, by 
Fabien Sevitsky, newly appointed 
director of the classical exponents. 
Reuleaux will continue his duties at 
WFBM, where he’s been located 
since 1930, and handle the symphony 
duties on the side. Main WFBM duty 
is direction of Bohemians, staff string 
ensemble, a three-piecer which has 
been airing since 1932. 

Sevitsky has already arrived in In- 
dianapolis to make his home here. 
Ferdinand Schaffer, retired director, 
has been well received in past few 
years. 

Sevitsky plans symphonic choir to 
supplement the orch, and is audition- 
ing talent to form same. Concert 
plans for the 1937-'38 season call for 
around 40 appearances, with guest 
soloists for drawing power. 


JOHN McCORMACK AT 
EASE IN HOLLYWOOD 


Hollywood, May 11. 
John McCormack, who got 400 G's 
for one pic, isn’t even answering 
agents on his present visit. His pres- 
ent visit is to enjoy it, the way the 
original settlers did. That way and 

















He isn’t answering telephones even 
for interviews. Besides he has to 
write his memoirs. 


Indianapolis Dates Set 


Indianapolis, May 11. 


Mrs. Nancy Martens, director of 
Martens Concerts, Inc., which occupy 
the English theatre Sunday after- 
noons each season, has completed ar- 
rangements for the 1937-38 season. 
Scheduled to appear are Helen Jep- 
son, Richard Crooks, Jascha Heifetz, 
the Jooss Ballet, V. Bronsky and V. 
Babin, piano team, and the St. Louis 
Symphony orchestra. 

Tickets for the series of six scale 
from $5.50 to $13.20. Miss Jepson 
and the piano team will be making 
initial local appearances. 











Feuding in Pittsburgh Concert Set-Up 


Has Mrs. Thaw on May Beegle’s Side 





Choos’ Memphis Job 


George Choos, New York pro- 
ducer, chiefly concerned with vaude, 
has been -et as producer for the 
Memphis Opera Co., which will op- 


erate through the summer on the 
same lines as the St. Louis grou. 

Choos’ first show opens July 5 and 
will be either ‘Student Prince’ or 
‘Three Musketeers.’ 








Peabody’s Music Week for NBC 
Baltimore, May 4. 
feed the Peabody 

of Music Chorus to 

Network, Thursday, in 

with National Music 


WBAL will 
Conservatory 
NBC Blue 
connection 
Week. 

Group of 140 voices is under direc- 
tion of Louis Robert of Conservatory 





handling tour. 


teaching staff. 





Pittsburgh, May 11. 

Tempest was stirred up in swank 
Pittsburgh Orchestra  Ass’n last 
week when seven socially prominent 
directors resigned, at least one of 
them laying his withdrawal to high- 
handed methods of May Beegle, man- 
ager of group. 

Orchestra Ass’n, not to be con- 
fused with Pittsburgh Symphony, 
presents series of concerts by out-of- 
town symphonies annually and set- 
up is guided by Miss Beegle, who 
also presents annual series of her 
own and has a virtual stranglehold 
on music situation locally. 

Miss Beegle minimized importance 
of resignations, claiming them ‘usual’ 
at this time of year, but it’s under- 
stood that efforts will be made to 
oust her from post next season. In 
her corner, however, she has socially 
and financially powerful Mrs. Wil- 
liam Thaw, Jr., president of the as- 
sociation, who denied the charges 
and termed impresario an ‘excellent 
and efficient manager.’ 





———_2 


Literati 





W. R. H.’s Birthday Stymies Guild 

Birthday of William Randolph 
Hearst used as a sentimental stymie 
to signing of an American Newspa- 
per Guild contract between L. A. 
chapter and Evening Herald Ex- 
press, best money maker in the 
Hearst string. \ 

Dr. Frank F. Barham, H. E. pub- 
lisher, met a committee of the Guild 
after being turned down on a yel- 
low dog contract which would give 
H.-E. staff everything asked for, 
provided they turned over to Hearst 
any income from any sources out- 
side the paper boys might make by 
their writings and would be amen- 
able to transfer anywhere in the 
Hearst org. To scribblers. that 
meant. even his ranches in Mexico, 
so they tossed it back. 

Barham then asked to see list of 
Hearld-Express men in union. Dis- 
covered his staff was 100% in ANG 
camp. That shocked him so much 
he asked for a postponement till 
after the Chief’s birthday. L. A. is 
strongest open shop town in the 
U. S. With Hearst bowing to the 
union and Boddy and Palmer al- 
ready in, Chandler of Times will be 
the last holdout. 





Getting the News Pronto 

Foreign correspondents of Amer- 
ican newspapers have adopted use of 
the short-wave radio receiving set 
to keep in contact with U. S. news 
developments, thereby dispelling the 
old handicap of not knowing events 
at home until papers arrive by mail. 

Correspondents in the world’s cap- 
itals use the wireless, as do the wire 
services, clearing their copy through 
London and Paris. 

Newspaper reps keep a file of sta- 
tions in U. S. airing daily bulletins, 
and keep the ears tuned at those 
periods. 

Incidentally, the N. Y. Times reg- 
ularly sends out twice-daily news re- 
ports via paper’s sending-receiving 
wireless station on Long Island. Re- 
ports are chiefly for benefit of ocean- 
riding steamships the world ‘round. 
Correspondents lean toward the 
radio for news rather than the wire- 
less. 





Busy Fingers ° 

Nat Ferber, busy on two items, 
‘Exclusive Story,’ his autobiography 
from childhood in Williamsburg in 
Brooklyn till he quit the Hearst 
chain, and ‘A New America,’ has 


plunged into a third one called 
‘Relatives Incorporated,’ a novel 
about Hollywood. 

Ferber is one of those two- 


fingered scribblers who knock out 
8,000 words a day for two weeks, 
and then takes a 1,000-mile auto- 
mobile ride to get a breath of fresh 
air. He’s in Hollywood at present 
doing pieces for Liberty. 





‘Free Presentation Plan’ 

American Writers Union has ini- 
tiated a campaign to allow authors 
to offer manuscripts to more than 
one publisher at a time. Union calls 
this the ‘Free Presentation Plan’ and 
asserts that it will speed up pur- 
chases, raise prices and prevent 
stalling among book and magazine 
editors. 

A committee from the Union met 
with several New York literary 
agents to work out details for put- 
ting the plan into effect. 





Form Business Dept. Guild 

Business department employees of 
the Cleveland Press have formed 
their own guild and signed a con- 
tract with the management. Cleve- 
land Press is now the first news- 
paper in the country to have its 
complete staff organized, on both the 
editorial and business sides. 

Organizing was carried out with 
the assistance of the paper’s News- 
paper Guild unit officials. 





Literati Deaths This Week 

Ernest R. Willard, 83, editor of the 
Rochester Democrat & Chronicle for 
20 years before his retirement in 
1910, died at his home in Rochester, 
May 6. He is survived by his wife, 
Marie Atkinson Perkins Willard. 
Funeral services were private. 

Eugene McGuckin, Philly ad 
agency exec and business manager 
of old North American, died Satur- 
day (8) at his home in Jenkintown, 
Pa. Born in Philly, McGuckin un- 
til 1931 was president of an ad 
agency bearing his name. He then 
joined the firm of Jerome Gray. Be- 
fore organizing his own establish- 
ment he directed business end of 
North American. Survived by 
widow, Cecelia; three sons, David, 
Daniel and Eugene, and two daugh- 
ters, Elizabeth and Sheila. 


Duped By a Diary 

Every paper in Chicago fell, ang 
fell hard, for the story of a girl who 
went into a police station and weep. 
ing copiously, begged the police to 
search for her diary, which she 
claimed to have lost somewhere near 
the Loop. All the papers carried 
pictures of the girl, and all gave her 
plenty of space, the lost diary hinted 
to contain names of various married 
men associates of the girl, of her 
loves, and intimate experiences, 

Quite suddenly reporters from the 
Hearst Evening American were re. 
ported to have found the diary, and 
even more suddenly, an, annoynce- 
ment comes forth that beginning 
Monday (10) will publish this ‘in. 
timate diary’ of the beautiful young 
lady of Evansville, Ind. Margaret 
Chalmers. 

Reported that the whole stunt is 
the work of Harry Rieutlinger, City 
Editor of the American, who has the 
girl installed at a Loop hotel. 





L. I. Strike Again Settled 

The one-month’s strike at the Long 
Island (Jamaica, N. Y.) Press was 
settled for the second time last week 
(13) and the 62 strikers immediately 
reinstated. Settlement followed a 
conference at City Hall in Mayor 
LaGuardia’s office, upshot of which 
was an agreement amending the 
one signed earlier, by which the 
management may not discharge any 
of the strikers re-employed for 60 
days, and then only at the rate of 
five percent, or three persons per 
month. Renewal of the strike was 
caused by the management's attempt 
to discharge 27 strikers before they 
came back to work. 

The strike at the North Shore 
(Flushing, N. Y.) Journal continued 
with no new developments last 
week. Decision by the arbiter in the 
cases of two discharged men from 
the Amsterdam (Harlem, N. Y.) 
News was expected last week, but 
is now overdue. 





Prize for Drama in Verse 

Stanford University is again giving 
the Maxwell Anderson award for an 
original drama in verse. Award 
carries cash prize of $300. Contest 
is open to all dramatists, and sub- 
ject matter, verse form, length and 
type are optional. Contest closes 
July 1. 

Scripts are being received by Dr. 
Margery Bailey at Stanford Uni- 
versity. 





Bread Loafers te Convene 

Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference 
will hold its 12th annual session at 
Middlebury, Vt., from Aug. 18 to 
Sept. 1. Paul Green will be in charge 
of playwriting. 

Others on the staff include Ber- 
nard De Voto, Edith Mirrielees, 
Helen Everitt, George Stevens, and 
Gorham B. Munson. Theodore Mor- 
rison will be in charge of the con- 
ference. 





Jones Spreading on ‘Wheeze’ 

Grover Jones, Hollywood author, 
who prints a pamphlet entitled 
‘Wheeze,’ as a hobby, is going to 
put the periodical on the market 
soon. It will go to distribs and 
exhibs and wili feature humorous 
comment on the picture colony. Pre- 
viously Jones issued the booklet 
whenever the spirit moved him and 
the copy was available. 





World-Telly Drops Supplement 

New York World-Telegram, which 
initiated a week-end mag _ supple- 
ment last fall, has abandoned it 
and will return to its usual daily 
form this week for its Saturday 
edition. 

Price for the paper, which was 4 
nickel, will be dropped to three 
cents. 





Encouraging New Authors 

Dodd, Mead, in conjunction with 
Red Book magazine, is sponsoring 4 
first novel competition closing Dec. 
1, 1937, for American and Canadian 
authors, who have never published 
a novel in book form. 

Length must be at least 50,000 
words, and prize of $7,500 for serial 
rights and $2,500 advance against 
royalties will be awarded. 





Post-Gazette Reinstates Four 
Fight of Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
chapter of Newspaper Guild for the 


reinstatement of four employees dis- - 


missed following the signing of re- 
cent contract, was dropped last week 
on the heels of some under-cover 
work by the unit. It was an out- 
growth of mysterious hi-jacking of 
a Guild ballot-box at headquarters. 

Detectives were called in bu 





(Continued on page 63) 
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r The Killer 


of Burlesque—In 1931 








On Feb. i8, 1931, VARIETY carried a review of bur- 
lesque headed by a five-column streamer reading ‘The 
Killer of Burlesque.’ Sub-heads read ‘Minsky’s Mess 
at Republic Contains Everything That Ruined Bur- 
lesque in U. S.—Cheapest Dirt, Dirtiest Coochers and 
No Talent—Just Rotten.” The review itself, since it is 


“s0 appropriate at the moment, is reprinted herewith. 





In the new stock burlesque show propelled by the 
Minsky’s at the Republic on 42nd street, a former 
legit, opening on the day Lincoln was born to free the 
slaves, are the new slaves to stock burlesque. 

F Stock burlesque is the killer of all burlesque in the 

i 
a new slaves are the chorus girls. Pity them. 

While the Minsky mess at the Republic, too inele- 
gant; . too dumb and too dirty to be even called a 
troupe, is everything that has been pushed forward 
in past years to ruin the name of burlesque to the ex- 
tent that no burlesque show, stock or wheel, can now 
live for any length of time. 

On the same 42nd street block is a dime museum, 
also a flea circus. Either calls for more skill than the 
projection of this thing called stock burlesque. Either 
at 10c is worth more than this appeal to the epileptics 
at $1.50 top. 

For this stock burlesque of Minsky’s at the Repub- 
lic is just rotten, with parts of it lousy, comprising as 
it does the cheapest dirt, the dirtiest coochers ever 
forced upon a stage or platform and with no talent. 

=f any individual in this group is receiving more 
than $60 weekly, the management is cheated. What 
the chorus girls may receive is but a guess, but ac- 
cording to a dirty ballyhoo for them, they may be pre- 
sumed to earn more in the alley than in the theatre. 

An Invitation 

A key attached to a card is being distributed around 
Times Square. It reads: 

‘This key is to the stage door at the Republic thea- 
tre. Our girls don’t like to walk.’ 

The dirt scenes, of course, are blackouts. Coarse, 
blatant, mongrel and usually with a bedstead. Were 
they less crudely written and built, they would still 
be crudely played by this nondescript bunch. 

With two runways for the 32 girls and for the 
epileptics on 42nd street, the Republic will draw in 
the curious for awhile, with the eps up above as al- 
ways. They go-to see the teasers, weavers and tossers. 
All there and how—in silhouette, on their feet and on 
their backs. 

Cooching has been extended a bit in this company. 
It’s the filthiest exhibition ever seen anywhere, not 
excepting a stag, the original home of the coocher. 
And where she still belongs, although graduated to 
Broadway musicals and wide open carbaret floors. 

These pity ’em chorus girls who perhaps believe 
they have to earn their living this way, are said to 
have been advertised for by the Republic, as stenogra- 
phers out of jobs. Most of them look like ex-piano 
movers. That they are inexperienced mostly is re- 
vealed through their flatfootedness. They stomp, al- 
ways the sign of the incompetent chorister or stager. 
They can do nothing else, besides cooching, and it 
doesn’t call for young, inexperienced girls to cooch— 
tramps can do it, too. 

A Smirking Coocher 
The teasing was tried by what looked like one of 








_Billy Watson’s former chief beeftrusters. 


She smirked 
as she unloosened her clothing, with half the house 
probably frightened that she might strip all the way. 
The more she smirked, the sadder it became. And 
she didn’t strip down. Later another girl who thought 
she was dancing, came on wearing less than the 
stripper did at any time. This second girl added a 
little realism that must have highly pleased a couple 
of grey haired women in the audience, unless they 
had grown old in the service. 

Comedians a perfect blank. No one expects any in 
stock burlesque. Prima donnas or soubrets? Stop 
kidding. This is stock burlesque, strippers and tossers, 
hip weavers and breast bouncers This is stock bur- 
lesque. And a seven-piece orchestra for the rest of 
the noise. ‘One and one make three’ and the ‘farmer’s 
daughter’ as a couple of the gags that came out in the 
50 minutes the thing was endured. While one number 
on the two runways was plenty. 

How It Commenced 

Shortly before 1910 the Western Burlesque Wheel 
gave dirty shows. Not as dirty as stock burlesque of 
the present, but dirty enough for those times, with the 
chief dirt the cooch as always. Only then one coocher 
was featured per show. Now the entire chorus cooch, 
to show how simple it is after all, even for the stage 
inexperienced. 

Western Wheel like all dirty shows saw their audi- 
ences fade to stags and from that to zero. Up came 
the Columbia Burlesque Wheel with its fairly success- 
ful try for years with cleaner burlesque. The West- 
ern’s dirty shows made the Columbia’s possible; the 
Columbia’s cleaner burlesque made the stock burlesque 
possible years later; the stock burlesque will eventu- 
ally make a cleaner burlesque again possible, but 
never in the future under the name of burlesque. 
Burlesque as a title for an entertainment is washed up 
forever. It’s the name of dirt. 

The Mutual Wheel 

While all this was going on there arose the Mutual 
Burlesque Wheel, still doing business but in pretty 
bad shape. It believed it had to go dirty to compete 
with the stocks; it was dirty when it finally absorbed 
the Columbia Wheel and the Columbia passed out. 
With the Mutual retaining the title of burlesque. The 
only burlesque wheel remaining. And with the Mu- 
tual now trying to rival the dirty stocks. 





Court Refuses N. Y. Burleys’ Plea 
For Jury; Nixes Mandamus Order 





$10,000 in three performances. Com- 
pany figures loss in vicinity of $8,000. 

Mayor Butler says one outcome of 
controversy would be a revival of 


the City Welfare Dept. Censorship | 


committee and intends to inaugurate 


| policy of inspecting plays previous to | 


showing here henceforth. 


Playing a split week in the mid- 


west “Tobacco Road’ grossed ap- 
proximately $11,300, despite the 
|missed Friday night. The com- 
pany will remain on tour until late 
i June, at which time it goes into 
the Garden Pier, Atlantic City for 
an expected run 

Another ‘Road’ show will be 
spotted on a show-boat which will 


be tied up in Chicago as the first 


| stand. 


|records and holding the stage 


AL REEVES 
PRESENTS 
HIS IDEAS 


Reeves, who used to lead a 
around the country breaking house 
with 
his single specialty for a solid half 
hour, dropped in on Variety last 


' week to ask whyinhell and whatfor. 


It’s anybody’s guess what will be the next burlesque | 


circuit or entertainment, under whatever name it re- 
ceives. The present show, wheel or stock, can’t sur- 
vive. The Orpheum on State street in Chicago that 
made $4,000 weekly for two years with 
lesque, finally quit. 

Dirt shows narrow the audience. 
business. 


stock bur- 


There is no new 
An epileptic is not born every minute. 


The Minskys have given stock burlesque to Harlem | 


and the East side in New York. In Harlem it attracted 
the cops but that rough spot was taken care of, al- 
though now the magistrates’ courts are tougher. On 
the East side the Minsky shows attracted the Broad- 
wayites, who thought it odd down there amidst the 
smell of the fish. If they think it is funny on 42nd 
street, they can have jt. 

The Minskys will let ’er go while the customers buy 
standing room only, and in the balcony, too. / 

But the killer of burlesque has accomplished its 
mission. Sime. 











Lambs’ Candidate 











(Continued from page 55) 





‘making amateurs 
sionals.’ 

Last fall Blunkall severely criti- 
cised Hallie Flanagan, director of 


out of profes- 


the FTP, and contends that he might | 


have straightened out the relief 
theatre’s situation. He wrote to 
Washington and asked for Mrs. 


Flanagan’s removal. It appears, how- 
ever, that Gillmore then wrote to 
WPA headquarters and repudiated 
Blunkall’s communications. Blunkall 
was formerly one of the leaders of 
the militant group in Equity known 
as the Actors Forum at the time. 
Latter also has a ticket in the field, 
aiming to place seven members on 
the council. 


Against Mass Reading 


Progressives also seek to eliminate 
the practice of mass readings: of 
plays, a practice of calling 100 or 
more players who ‘have to go 
through the embarrassment and 
humiliation of competitive reading.’ 
Equity has been seeking a solution 
of that problem for some months. 
Third party people also aim to ad- 
just rehearsal pay, readjust the alien 
actor rules and the minimum salary 
matter. 

‘We propose to make Equity a 
leader in the theatre world, instead 
of lagging behind, particularly at 
this time when everything is moving 
ahead,’ is expressec by third party 
backers. The committee working for 
the ticket: Ralph Theadore, chair- 
man, Robert Ober, Herman Lieb, 
John Lorenz, James Calican, Joseph 
Vitale, Tom Cowen, Joseph Radcliff 
and Reynolds Denniston. The slate 
iS quite similar to that adopted by 
the second party candidates. 

While the opposed groups went 
into action a committee of 29 sup- 
porters of the administration issued 
a statement rebuking ‘insurgent 
forces’ in Equity for ‘criticizing the 
efforts of our officers and em- 
ployees’. Katharine Cornell, Helen 





Hayes, Selena Royle, Arthur Byron 
and Walter Huston are leaders of 
that committee. In giving each group 
the privilege of using Equity’s ad- 
dressograph system, it was stipu- 
lated that literature from each could 
be so distributed but once. 





Equity’s Indies 











(Continued from page 55) 





but the group is solidly opposed to 
his candidacy. Indies charge that 
Blunkall blundered in his WPA 
activities, saying that if he continued 
his tirade against the Theatre Proj- 
ect’s executives, instead of aiding re- 
lief actors, the appropriation might 
have been slashed. It is claimed 
that for similar reasons, the third 
party ticket is doubtful of getting 
support of those in WPA. There- 
fore, it looks as though there would 
be as much a struggle between the 
two opposition groups a. between 
each and the regular party. 


Independent party denies that any 
of its candidates have ever expressed 
opposition to the American Theatre 
Council. In a circular sent out by 
a committee identified as supporters 
of the administration, the ‘insur- 
gents’ are criticized for believing the 
ATC ‘creates some kind of a tie-up 
or toe-hold on Equity which can be 
used to the managers’ advantage.’ 
Committee avers that in the ATC 
set-up no group has any power or 
leverage over any other. 

Opposition contends that it favors 
the forthcoming ATC convention 
and, in fact, suggested such a gen- 
eral get-together two years ago. 

Opposition’s platform, in addition 
to the secret ballot, no return of re- 
hearsal pay and one minimum sal- 
ary, includes shortening of the pro- 
bationary period, Equity shop for 
radio, closer cooperation with other 
stage unions, representation on the 
council by WPA, cutting of expense, 
with the idea of decreasing dues, 
issuance of bi-monthly reports of 
the council's work and new method 
of naming the executive committee. 


‘Road’ Ban 














(Continued from page J4) 
mained at its hotel during all the 
excitement. 

An injunction plea against the 
mayor and police was filed by 
Becker late Friday afternoon in 
Judge Donohoe’s court. 


On Saturday (8) morning, District 
Judge Dineen granted play manage- 
ment an order restraining the mayor 
and other city officials from inter- 
fering further in the presentation of 
the show. Performances were given 
in the afternoon and evening, but 
the previously announced midnight 
show was cancelled. Matinee biz 
was disappointing but evening trade 
held its own. 

Management claims that the legal 
mixup dented the b.o. heavily, but 
rumored suit against city officials 
failed to materialize. 

Judge gave his decision after pe- 
rusing a copy of the script offered by 
company as the purified version it 
would present in Omaha. After the 
performances, patrons were quoted 
in the dailies as saying that the play 
evidenced purging. Cast was in 
something of a dither over revised 
passages as expurgated lines messed 
up some of the cues. Shorthand re- 
porters were present for both sides, 
just in case of further action, but 
the whole matter was evidently 
dropped after Saturday night’s per 
formance. 








Jack Kirkland and Sam Grisman, 
New York producers of ‘Tobacco 
Road,’ have wired to Omaha: ‘We in- 
tend to take appropriate action 
against Mayor and all concerned for 
damages occasioned by their illegal 
actions.’ Attorney Jack Marer, rep- 
resenting producers, said wire means 
suit would be filed against city offi- 
cials for damages resulting from 
Friday’s cancelled performance. 


Law firm is awaiting statement of | 


damages, before entering suit, with 


‘Here I am,’ he argued, ‘one of 
the last of the old-timers and not a 
single mention of me. Talk about 
Jean Bedini' and what he 


| not a mention of Al Reeves who was 


there long before Bedini came along. 
I can still go on at a private enter- 
tainment and hold them for half an 


Al (Give Me Credit, Boys’) | 


show | 


| 


| 
} 
| 
j 


Burlesque’s hope of surviving the 
current uproar against strip tease 
acts and other alleged indecent per- 
formances was given its body blow 
Friday (7) when N. Y. Supreme 
Court Justice Samuel I, Rosenman, 
denied the right of the 14 closed 
houses to present their sides to a 
jury Court also refused to issue a 
mandamus order compelling License 
Moss to their 


Commissioner renew 


| licenses. 


| 
| 





did, but | 


; COmmss 


Defendants were notifed of the 


hearings on the matter to be held 
before Commissioner Mos Judge 
Rosenman pointed out in his deci- 


sion, and they failed to appear to 
dispute the charges against them. No 
attempt was made at that time to 
show that the performances were 
not lewd, lascivious and obscene, he 
held. 


Judge Rosenman’s decision fol- 
Ows: 
‘The petitioner claims that the 


commissioner has no power to re- 
fuse a renewal of a license to a the- 
atre because of the obscene and 
lewd nature of its performance. It 
asks for a peremptory order of 


mandamus directing the commis- 
sioner to issue a renewal. 
‘The commissioner has discretion 


to deny a license or a _ renewal 
thereof, although he has not the 
power to revoke a license for the 
same reason as might cause him to 
refuse to renew a license 

‘Not Unlimited’ 
discretion of the 
ioner is not unlimited. He 
may not act in a capricious, arbi- 
trary or unreasonable manner in 
passing on applications for licenses. 
Ordinarily, if any facts were pre- 
sented to the court showing such 


‘However, the 


| conduct on the part of the commis- 


hour, and do it without the aid of a} 


strip tease or bare legs. If you want 
to see burlesque come back, give 
some of us old-timers a chance.’ 

Reeves is 73 now, but 
says. He still has a thick thatch of 
iron grey hair that might well be 
the envy of a younger man. He still 
| has his banjo, which he says he still 
| can plunk, but he can’t seem to con- 
| nect. 

With burlesque in_ its 
front-page throes he argues 
there should be some opening for 
the old-timers who used to pack the 
London, Miner’s and the Dewey 
without the aid of a single bare leg 
or exposed torso. He argues that it 
should be a novelty to see what the 
old-timers used to do and how they 
did it. 

Time was when the announce- 
ment of Al Reeves Own Show could 
pack them in from the Howard, in 
Boston, to the Standard, St. Louis, 
and all points in between. Then 
things happened, both to burlesque 
and in the world outside. The 1929 
crash took much of what Reeves 
had accumulated, there were no 
more wheel dates, no more demand 
for the old-fashioned shows in 
which the girls backgrounded the 
comedians and not vice versa, and 
it has been a long time since the 
show world has even heard of the 
man who was once among the 10 
best money-makers of the burlesque 
dates. He was not even included 
in the mention of Harry Morris, 
Sam Scribner, L. Lawrence Weber 
and the rest. And he thinks that 
something should be done about it. 

Preferably in the way of dates. 
Which might be an idea at that. 


NEW YORK FROLICS 


(PRINCESS, YOUNGSTOWN, 0.) 
(STOCK) 
Youngstown, O., May 8. 
Babe Davis, known in the bur- 





chorus routines. 
Miss Davis has an inimitable style 








ite here since her initial 
appearance. She has 
most elaborate and extensive ward- 
robes of the general run 
Jesque artists. 


Others in the new show are Lucile | 


| 
no a.k., he 


present | 
that | 


lesque world as Princess Vanya, 
has been retained at the Princess 
theatre in a new bill titled New 
York Frolics. It’s good entertain- 
ment, replete with new songs and 
gags, with better than the usual | 


of tease that has made her a favor- | 
Princess | 
one of the| 


of bur- | 


sioner, an alternative order would 
be granted. 

‘Since the argument of the motion 
| there has been submitted to me the 
complete record of the proceedings 
before the commissioner. This pe- 
titioner was represented at these 
hearings and was given an opportu- 
nity to be heard. All of the bure- 
lesque houses under the jurisdiction 
of the commissioner were notified 
of the hearings and were invited to 
be present. No denial or explana- 
tion was made of the reports of the 
theatrical performances which had 
been submitted to the commissioner. 
No attempt was made to show that 
the performances were not lewd, 
lascivious and obscene and calcu- 
lated to excite lustful and lecherous 
desires. 

‘Nor is such prcof presented on 
this application to the court. There- 
fore, there is no real issue presented 
by the papers to be tried by an al- 
ternative order. 

‘In the Rudhlan Amusement Cor- 
poration case, an alternative order 
was issued to try out the issue of 
fact as to indecency, which had been 
contested before the commissioner, 
In these applications no discrimina- 
tion is alleged and no facts are set 
forth disputing the nature of the 
performances as found by the com- 
missioner. The petitioner seems to 
rely entirely on the legal proposi- 
tion of lack of power in the com- 
missioner. 

‘The motion 
a peremptory 
order.” 

Attorneys representing the Eltinge, 
Irving Place and People’s Bowery 
theatres made the request for the 
mandamus. If granted an alterna- 
| tive order, the matter would have 
| been left to a jury. This decision, 
of course, affects all the burlesque 
houses in the city, if not in the en- 
tire State. 





is denied both as to 
and an alternative 


Independent Burlesque 


Week of May 16 





‘Nothing But Dames'—Casino, Pitts 
| burgh 
| ‘Ladies in Lingerie’—Gayety, Cincine 
hati 

‘Pepper Pot Revue’—Troc, Philadel- 
phia 

Crazy Quilt'—Howard, Boston 

ozo Snyder's Own Show'—Gayety, 
Raltimore 

Top Hat Revue’—Capitol, Toledo. 


‘Pardon the Glamour’—Gayety, Detroit, 





| Rutter, Revelle Blair, Mickey Jones, | 


Aileen Randolph and Marie Deetz. | 


Buddy Kane, the farm-boy comic, 
| and Virgil Downard satirize the 


| for a lot of laughs. 


| Bob Evans is the straight, while 


actual receipts around $1,500, where- | pert Wrennick handles the vocals of 


as theatre management estimated 


shov. might reasonably have grossed | character scenes. 


the production numbers 


Mack. 


N. Y. burley situation, which is good | 


and the, 


Another Jonesey Away 


Hollywood, May 11. 
‘Too Much Limelight,’ sixth of the 
| Jones Family series, got under way 
at 20th-Fox yesterday (Monday), 
with Frank Strayer directing. 
{ Max Golden produces. 
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Broadway 





Lep Solomon in from the Coast 
for a visit. 

Joe Roberts 
bronchitis. 

Sid Harris going to Hollywood to 
look around. 

Sam Arno now talent scouting for 
Republic pix. 

Ollie Alger returning from the 
Arizona desert. 


Dorothy Wolf of Leblang’s lost her 
mother last week. 


Harry Goldberg out of Central | 
Artists and on his own. 

Dave Blum has started commuting 
to his New Jersey farm. 

Sam Harris due back from the 
Coast at the end of the week. 

Ralph Rolan back from Minneap- 
olis after a brief lecture tour. 

Frank Burke of CRA moved to 
Beldwin, L. I., for the summer. 

Winnie Sheehan in from the Coast 


recuperating from 


-for a short business visit to N. Y. 


Martin W. (Mike) Spector, ex p.a., 
has gone into the management biz. 

Charles Ford, Universal newsreel 
chief, on business jaunt to Washing- 
ton. 

Weldon and Honey, dancers, set for 
a Warner shorts series by Central 
Artists. 

Pat West’s kids are growing taller 
than he is, out there in that Cali- 
fornia sunshine. 

Bill Brennan, former treasurer, 
now manager of Jack Delaney’s 
place in the Village. 

Mrs. Al Sherman, wife of Colum- 
bia Pictures’ shorts publicist, into 
Post Graduate hospital. 

Word from the Coast is that Hor- 
ace McMahon has gained 20 pounds 
in Hollywood. Also wears a beret. 

Mrs. William Melniker, whose hus- 
band heads foreign theatre opera- 
tions for Metro, being tested for pic- 
tures. 

Bill Norton will take over the 
company management of the Chi- 
cago company of ‘You Can’t Take It 
With You.’ 

Helen Deutsch now handling p.a. 
work for the American Theatre 
Council convention, due to injury to 
Elmer Kenyon. 

Mark Hellinger has a piece of 
Nathan Mann, the New Haven 
fighter, matched with Eddie Blunt 
at the Hippodrome. 

‘Around the Clock With the Fin- 
est’ will be the police department 
exhibition at Madison Square Gar- 
den for three days starting June 2. 

Joe Weil, Universal exploitation 
chief, planed to the Coast Sunday 
(9) to arrange details for company’s 
convention in L.A., which opens 
May 17. 

Vince Hart back at desk in Code 
Administration division of Hays 
office, and his co-worker, Dr, James 
Wingate, happy. Hart was absent 
one week on his honeymoon, 

William A. London and Alex 
Schreiber have returned to Detroit 
after annual visit to home offices 
relative to new season picture deals. 
Both exhibs in Michigan metropolis. 


Sam Burger, special Metro foreign |: 


department exec, pulled a sneak 
wedding with Hazel Davin last 
month. Hollywood for a honeymoon 
this week, now that the lads found 
him out. 

Robert Garland, picture critic of 
N. Y. American, suffered a severely 
sprained shoulder when he fell off 


‘the horse he was riding near the Len 


Gaynor home in New Jersey, Satur- 
day (8) afternoon. 

Annual play of Professional Chil- 
dren’s School being staged by Frank 
Losee, Jr., former assistant director 
and actor at Paramount. Ira Ash- 
ley, formerly technical adviser of 
Moscow Art Theatre, is lighting the 
show. Nate Beers, of the Shurr of- 
fice, casting it. 

Picture people, from whose ranks 
each year’s General of the Kentucky 
Colonels has been selected for the 
past four years, are relinquishing the 
coming semester to a railroad mag- 
nate, John J. Pelley. New General 
of the Kuhnels is president of the 
American Railway Assn. He suc- 
ceeds C. C. Pettijohn, of the Hays’ 


London 


Jack Powell expecting the Mrs. 
over. 

David Bliss off to the South of 
France. 

Cookie Bowers 
Theatres circuit. 

Geraldine and Joe playing an in- 
definite run at Copenhagen. 

Romney Brent is wanted for the 
new Beverly Nichols revue. 

Paramount wants Teddy 
for Hollywood for a musical. 

Final licenses granted to Winter 
Garden for reconstruction as eatery. 

J. L. Pinker to do new show for 
the West-End, which will star Edna 
Best. 

Harry Richman refuses to double 
in vaudeville from the Cafe de Paris 
nitery. 

Gaumont-British 
seating 2,000, at 
May 24. 

Charles Cochran’s minimum fee 
for broadcasting is $525, take it or 
leave it. 

Frank Libuse goes into the Cafe 
de Paris, May 31, following Harry 
Richman. 2 

Sir Neville Pearson’s divorce de- 








on the General 


Brown 


latest deluxer, 
Oldham, opens 


cree against Gladys Cooper made 
final April 26. 

Maurice Goodman, vice prez. and 
foreign sales manager of Republic 
Pictures, here. 


Cliff Fischer and his lawyer, Alan 
Deutch, off tc Berlin and Budapest 
to scout for talent. 

Harry Foster off to Paris to close 
deal with the Paris Exposition for 
the Cotton Club Revue. 

Blum’s Monte Carlo Russian Bal- 
let looking for a West-End theatre; 
may rent the Piccadilly. 


Sam Smith, head of British Lion 
Films, dickering with Helen Morgan 
to make a musical here. 

Empire and most of the West-End 
picture theatres staying open all 
night on Coronation eve. 

Cinephonic and Gaumont-British 
jointly throwing cocktail party at 
the Savoy for Rudy Vallee. 

Theron Bamberger here looking 
for leading man to take to New York 
for Gladys Huribut’s new play. 
Ruth Chatterton, after provincial 
tour, at Globe theatre in Somerset 
Maugham’s ‘The Constant Wife.’ 

Twickenham reopening with Jack 
London’s ‘Meeting of Elsinore,’ 
which Argyle Films is doing in May. 

Special showing of Metro’s ‘Good 
Earth’ was given at Windsor Castle 
at the request of the King and 
Queen. 

Charles Heslop leaves ‘And On We 
Go,’ Paul Murray revue, at the 
Savoy, to go into Charles Cochran’s 
‘Paganini.’ 

Ann Todd replacing Elizabeth Al- 





lan in the femme lead of film ver- 
sion of Edgar Wallace’s ete 
Squeaker.’ 


James A.. Fitzpatrick just beck | 
from Ireland having lined up some 
Irish singers for ‘Tom Moore,’ next 
picture for Metro. 

South African Theatres’ report to 
the IVTA, its London office, is that 
Molly Picon scored the biggest hit 
there of any importation. 

Guy Bolton writing show, with Ed- 

die Horan, doing the music, which 
Jack Waller is interested in as a new 
vehicle for Bobby Howes. 
John Masefield, Poet Laureate, 
makes his initial television appear- 
ance on Coronation Day, and will 
render his Coronation Ode. 


Charles Raymond and Caroline Le 
Jeune, latter film scribe of Sunday 
Observer, selected to write articles 
on film industry for St. Martin’s Re- 
view. 

Marianne Davies, playing a part 
in a Gaumont-British film starring 
Will Mahony, was offered a three 
year contract with GB, but turned it 
down. 

Gerald Savory, author of ‘George 
and Margaret,’ the season’s hit cur- 
rently at Wyndham’s theatre, had 
walkon part in ‘Boy David’ at $15 
per week. 

Kurt Robitschek refused permis- 
sion for Helen Morgan to go on the 
air for British Broadcasting Corp. at 
the last minute, with Sylvia Froos 
taking her place. 

William K., Howard and Skeets 
Gallagher are seeing the Coronation 
as guests of the Government, 


through the _ instrumentality of 
Fanny Holtzman. 
Greta Gynt, of the Albertina 


Rasch girls, currently appearing in 
the Dorchester hotel cabaret, being 
Elizabeth Lambert, same group, get- 
ting Paramount test. 

Glasgow framing an_ exhibition 
for next year, with the Government 
having granted the Glasgow Corp. 
$3,750,000 towards construction. Will 
be at Belle Houston Park. 

‘Night Alone,’ at the Duke of 
York’s, was to have folded after a 
fortnight’ run, but cast decided to 
adopt a Commonwealth plan, and 
the show is now likely to continue. 

After recording for Rex (Crystal- 
ate Gramophone Records) for one 
year, Larry Adler returned to Co- 
lumbia. Contract calls for 18 rec- 
ords yearly, with American release. 

Albert de Courville has the Eng- 
lish rights of Harry Goetz and Max 
Gordon’s current Broadway hit, 
‘The Women,’ which has just come 
back with drastic censorial dele- 
tions. 

Globe Theatre of Varieties, Stock- 
ton-on-Teas, has been sold to the 
ABC, John Maxwell outfit. House is 
modern and has been operating 
vaudeville for 15 months, since it 
opened. 

Brian Desmond Hurst off to Italy 
for a fortnight’s vacation, then starts 
work for Alexander Korda on an 
English film from French script, not 
‘Lawrence of Arabia,’ as originally 
intended. 

Stanley Wathon and Emile Littler 
off to the continent to line up nov- 
elties for the latter’s pantomimes. 
Littler also interested in a French 
musical, of which he wants the Eng- 
lish rights. 

Free passes being issued by Oscar 
Deutsch for his 200 Odeon picture 
houses to overseas troops taking 
part in the Coronation procession. 
London Casino also. entertaining 
gratis—about 200 a week. 

‘The Romantic Rogue,’ by H. S. 
Kraft, now set to music by Edward 
Horan, may be done here in the fall 
and will star Harry Welchman. This 
is a reconstructed show originally 
written by Sidney Howard and pro- 
duced on Broadway by Gilbert 





Miller at the Empire some 12 years 


Paris 





Bea Ergervary to Lille. 

Rene Clair back to London, 

Irvin Marks Chez Florence. 
Jean Tranchant at the Bagdad, 
Arnold Meckel off to London. 
Gretl Vernon at the Grand Jeu. 
Jascha Heifetz back to America. 
Andre Randall in from America, 
Pierre Brasseur off for Brussels. 
M. Bouwer here from the Hague. 


Mother of Lily Pons to America. 

Mildred Berman back to America. 

Liam O’Flaherty in from London. 

King Reep at the Cirque Medrano. 

Jacqueline Meyer due from Lon- 
don. 

Gaspar Cassando on a European 
tour. 

Ernst Glaeser in from Berlin for a 
visit. 

Paul Derval catching the Empire 
show. 

‘La Belle Traversee’ opening at the 
Alhambra. 

Jacques Dufier planning a New 
York visit. 

Marianne Davis opening 
Sheheraze. 

Lillian Ellis signed for television 
broadcasts. 

Joan Warner topping 
Bobino bill. 

King of Sweden viewing ‘Yana’ at 
the Chatelet. 

Premier Blum attending an Opera- 
Comique gala. 

Georges Thill to give his first Ber- 
lin recital May 7. 

June Cole out of the hospital after 
more than a year. 

Parisiana to be changed 
music-hall Aug. 15. 

Lily and Emy Schwartz broadcast- 
ing over Radio-Cite. 

‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) at the Cinema 
des Champs-Elysees. 

Minister of National 
Zay in from Athens. 

Gabrielle Dorziat resigning from 
the Union of Artists. 


at the 


the next 


into a 


Education 


‘Stowaway’ (20th-Century Fox) 
opening at the Balzac. 
Revamped Marseillaise revue 


opening at the Alcazar. 
‘Le Club de Gangsters’ revived at 
Theatre Deux-Masques. 
Marcelle Chantal writing her im- 
pressions of New York. 
Zoiga and Rachel scheduled for 
the next A. B. C. show. 

Marga Waldran giving a dance re- 
cital at the Salle Pleyel. 

‘Julius Caesar’ past the 100th per- 
formance at the Atelier. 

Doris Niles and Serge scheduled 
to dance at the Marigny. 

Cabaret de Monseigneur, new 
Montmartre nightie, open. 

‘That Girl From Paris’ (RKO) 
opening at the Edouard VII. 

New 40-hour laws compelling 
nighties to close Monday nights. 

Police chief prohibiting distribu- 
tion of leaflets at the expo entrances. 
Radio Luxembourg broadcasting 
‘Paris en Joie,’ Casino revue starring 
Chevalier. 

Willie Lewis to open the Restau- 
rant des Ambassadeurs with his band 
on May 19. 
‘Fric-Frac’ passing the 200 per- 
formance mark at the Theatre 
Michodiere. 

Andre Hugon in from Algeria, 
where exteriors of ‘Serati-le-Ter- 
rible’ were shot. 

Denise Bosc, daughter of Henri 
Bose, making her screen debut in 
‘Le Fauteuil 47.’ 

Maurice de Canonge preparing a 
film in which all actors and actresses 
will be under 10. 

Lisa Duncan giving a matinee of 
dances with her students at the The- 
atre de Athenee. 

Sheherazade giving cocktailer to 
celebrate its 10th anniversary and 
new decorations. 

Wilhelm Furtwaengler in with the 
Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra for a 
concert at the Opera. 

Suzet Mais engaged for the femme 
lead in ‘Les Hommes Sans Nom’ 
(‘Men Without Names’). 

President Lebrun officially inau- 
gurating the restored Theatre de la 
Montansier at Versailles. 

G. W. Pabst will direct ‘Katia,’ 
film which Danielle Darrieux is mak- 
ing before going to Hollywood. 

Robert Trebor engaging Cecil 
Sorel for a revised version of ‘Un 
Coupe de Rouge’ at Theatre Michel 

‘Three Waltzes’ with Yvonne Prin- 
temps and Pierre Fresnay at the 
Bouffles Parisiens the hit of the sea- 
son. 

Madeleine Lambert engaged by 
Charles Dullin for the femme lead in 
‘Atlas Hotel,’ coming up soon at the 
Atelier. 

Vivianne Romance and Christian 
Jacque off for Vienna to shoot ex- 
teriors of ‘Une Soir a Vienna’ (‘A 
Night in Vienna’). 


Boston 


By Maxwell Fox 








Arthur Tuohy back from Bermuda 
wedding trip. E 

Freddie Rush new 
Keith publicity staff. 

Charlie Koerner packing for a 
summer jaunt to the Coast. 

George French's boat will be 
launched soon. Cyl-Champlin’s al- 
ready afloat. 

Ann Marsters local feature writer, 
signed by Par for role of femme re- 
porter in ‘Exclusive.’ 


member of 





ago. 


Gertrude Niesen order to rest sev- 





eral weeks by Hub doc. Versailles 
and Ed Wynn radio dates out. 

Margaret Hewes, known here for 
her promotion of Wharf Players in 
Provincetown, now wife of Major 
Sir Ambrose Gcsling, M. P. in Paget, 
East, Bermuda. Contemplating thea- 
tre movement there. 

George Holland tapering off an ex- 
tended run with a broken leg at St. 
Elizabeth’s hospital. His room is 
known unofficially as ‘Grand Hotel,’ 
and well named. Experience of in- 
troducing visiting acts during the 
game-leg siege should rate Holland 
high as an m.c. on his release, 





Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Leo Adler, UA home office audi- 
tor, in town. 

Harry Hirsch 
French Lick. 

Phil Dunas, Columbia district man- 
ager, a visitor. 

National Screen employees’ club 
held first outing. 

W. A. Steffes back from a Chi- 
cago business trip. 

J. L. Stern, of Majestic, back from 
N. Y. business trip. 

Warner sales’ staff off for New 
York sales’ convention. 

Ralph Cramblett, UA branch man- 
ager, back from a_ vacation. 

Fred Ableson, GB exchange man- 
ager, to Chicago on business. 

Variety club wound up _ season 
activities with dinner meeting. 

Bill Woods at Paramount pro- 
moted from advertising assistant to 
assistant booker. 

Jack Thoma here ahead of 
Horizon,’ scheduled for 
week of May 14. 

Louie Blumberg, Warner sales- 
man, stalled for two days by snow- 
storm in northern Minnesota. 

Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district man- 
ager, off to Des Moines to confer 
with W. C. Gehring, division man- 
ager. 

Tommy Charek, Warner salesman, 
skidded off road in North Dakota 


vacationing at 


‘Lost 
Lyceum, 


and smashed car, but escaped in- 
jury. 
Al Stern, RKO office manager, 


promoted to city salesman and L. P. 
Kline, assistant booker, moved up 
to office manager. 





Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 





Sir Ben Fuller still in town. 

Harry Hunter arrives to take over 
the Par office here. 

Wirth’s Circus will soon be going 
out on the road again. 

Everybody’s on their toes for the 
Marcus opening, N. Z. 

Roy Rene will head a new revue 
unit for Frank Neil in Sydney. 

New Zealanders are taking kindly 
to the Monte Carlo Russian Ballet 
under Williamson-Tait management. 

Newspapers have quit Quota tales 
for the time being and pressure is 
easing somewhat on the Americans. 

Dave Martin is one of the proud- 
est exhibs in Sydney now that ‘Show 
Boat’ (U) has topped all. other rec- 
ords on long run, 

Following revival of ‘Lilac Time’ 
in Melbourne, Wiliiamson-Tait will 
revive ‘Merrie England.’ Firm is re- 
viving ‘White Horse Inn’ also. Soon 
there won’t be many shows left t 
revive, . 





Palm Springs 


Mr. and Mrs. Leo Robin looking 
around. 

Henry Busse buzzing around in 
new gas chariot. 

The John Blystones siestaing at 
the Town House. 

The Leo McCareys and daughter 
on_a sunning spree, 

Shirley Temple sunning 
swimming at El Mirador. 

Charlie Butterworth jogged out of 
town with Townsend Netcher. 

Bill Gargan here to charge dyna- 
mo for new fling at Hollywood. 

The Bill Hays given a surprise 
party by their neighbors just before 
trekking out. 

Sam_ Harris, George Bancroft, 
Mack Gordon, Harry Revel chinning 
in the Colonial house lobby, 


Chicago 


Morris Silver back after a week in 





and 








Jackie Cooper press-partied at the 
Blackstone. 

Arthur Willi, RKO scout, in town 
for a couple days. 

Joe Sherman caught his 15th Ken- 
tucky Derby on Saturday. 

_ Major Lenox R. Lohr, NBC prexy, 
in town last week, and busy. 

Phil Friedlander given testimonial 
dinner by what are termed Civic 
Leaders. 

Frank Dare of Equity off to Michi- 
gan to look over a couple of legit 
projects there. 

_ Considerable huzzah at the Mor- 
rison Casino when Sam Ward dis- 
covered a drink named after him on 
menu. 

Patricia Garrity. daughter of John 
Garrity of the Shuberts here, en- 
gaged to William Seymour, ether 


——— 
——? 


Hollywood 


Jack Y. Berman on the desert. 
Pinky Tomlin battling ptomaine, 
Harrison Carroll back from N, Y. 


_ Henry Wilcoxon and wife planed 
in. 


Joe Cunningham recovered 
a from 


_Dolores Del Rio a ptomaine vies 
tim. 


Buck Jones back from fishing voy. 
age. 


npubne Swanson flew 





in from 


Clarence Wilson played 300th film 
role. 
ae Anthony now Metro scrip. 
er. 
Henry Lehrman better after oper. 
ation. 
George Raft planed to Kentucky 
derby. : 
William Powell siestaed at San 
Simeon. 


Porter Hall planed in from Sst 
Louis p.a. : 


Harold Young and Danny Dare in 
from N. Y. 

Madeleine 
New York. 


Irving Cummings flew to Stanford 
to visit son. 

Edwin Knopf 
Copenhagen. 

The Al Santells back from Broad- 
way gander. 

George Givot cavorts 
Henie’s next. 

John Boles went for library of 
first editions. 

Madge Evans snaring finny tribe 
off Ensenada. 

Marian Marsh taking upland ozone 
at Arrowhead, 

Scott R. Dunlap to Chicago for 
Monogram meet. 

Hans von Twardowski 
greasepaint again. 

Mary Livingstone spotted in Par’s 
‘This Way, Please.’ 

Gale Sondergaard took flight for 
Broadway saunters. 

Wallace Beery home from pisca- 
torial perambulations. 

Dolly Tree offed Honolulu sailing 
twice, but finally made it. 

Natalie Bucknell again research- 
ing for Metro after illness. 

Eddie Alperson installed in Tom 
Mix’s Beverly Hills palazzo. 

Metro sales crowd guested at 
Woody Van Dyke's hacienda. 

Nanette Bordeaux, French actress, 
taking studio tests and a house. 

Al Parmenter moves from 20th- 
Fox to National Screen Service. 

Paul Perez checked out of Cedars 
of Lebanon hosp. after a once over. 

Louis Cohen, theatrical real estate 
exec, is now in business for himself. 

Mrs. Leslie Howard and sons, Ron- 
ald and Leslie, visiting on the Coast. 

Howard Herrick here first time in 
many moons, ahead of ‘Idiot's De- 


Carroll heading for 


reported in at 


in Sonja 


donning 


light.’ 
Nathaniel West resting _ three 
months from Republic scribbling 
chores. 


Florabel Muir eyeing strike for 
N. Y. News, London Telegraph and 
Paris Soir. 

Wesley Ruggles planed to Lake 
Louise to finish vacash started at 
Del Monte. ; 

Robert Seidel picking up_ pic 
flashes in Hollywood for the Indi- 
anapolis Times. 

Coy Poe, Jack Wakesmith and Jo- 
sef Macke conferencing on musical 
at Palm Springs. at 

Marge Decker Lewis is Columbia’s 
new fanmag contact vice Fanya 
Graham who goes globe-circling. 

Harry Brand now ‘caballero de la 
Fiesta’ for Golden Gate bridge cele- 
bration. Mayor Angelo Rossi of 
Frisco conferred the title. , 

Stuart Erwin'’s dog best Scottie at 
Ventura. VarIETY mugg Ross Mur- 
phy’s ‘Mormuir Midnight Reveller 
blue-ribboned as best American 


Berlin 


Maria Roland back to Berlin. 

Aribert Mog signed for Ufa’s ‘Ka- 
roussel.’ , 

Setsuka Hara, star of ‘New Earth, 
in Leipzig. 

Manuela del Rio dated for Berlin 
for three days. 

‘Born to Dance’ in second month 
at the Marmorhaus. 

‘3,000 Jahre Kabarett’ has passed 
its 100th performance. 

Herbert Selpin has finished shoot- 
iug ‘Alarm in Peking.’ 

Allessandro Blasetti here for the 
premiere of his ‘Mario.’ 

Lilo Hartmann back after a legit 
engagement in Hamburg. ; 

Ludwig Hess writing music for 
Konig’s ‘The Haunted House.’ : 

Gigli to the Deutsches Opernhaus 
in June with the Milan Scala. 

Hitler and Goebbels at the pre- 
miere of the Italian pic ‘Mario. 

Harald Beehmelt writing the musi¢ 
for two forthcoming Eichberg p!*. 

Heinz Wemper signed for ne“ 
Hans Albers pic, ‘Sherlock Holmes. 

‘Kaiserin Katherina’ reaching !' 








100th performance at the Admirals- 
palast. 

Ivor Murillo in ‘The Barretts of 
Wimpole Street’ playing at the Ens- 
lish theatre. 

Jack Trevor to be 


vis-a-vis 10 





actor, brother of Ann Seymour. 


(Continued on page 62) 
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Circus Union Next 


Efforts Reported Made to Organize Ring-. 
ling-B&B Performers | 


, in St. Paul’s Highland Park Stadium, | 


* 

Circuses are the next division in 
the amusement field slated for 
unionization, idea said to have been 
given the nod by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. Performers will 
be the first to be approached and 
proselyting was reported started on 
the lot in Brooklyn early this week 
among the. Ringling, Barnum & 
Bailey people. 

George Smith, formerly of the big 
top’s staff, is named as the organizer. 
He was to have rejoined the outfit 
had the plan of John Ringling to buy 
back the show been consummated 
shortly before his death. No pre- 
vious attempt was made to bring 
circus people into the union, al- 
though some performers were mem- 
bers of the White Rats. 

Understood that the circus people 
will come under the jurisdiction of 
the American Federation of Actors, 
which holds the charter for vaude- 
ville and outdoor. If circuses are 
organized the movement will prob- 
ably extend to the canvasmen and 
razor backs, but classed differently. 


Philly Police Nixing 











| Showmen Alarmed 





| 
| 
' 





(Continued from page 54) | 
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all bills introduced which may 
affect the theatre, but the League has 
had no one actively on the juo s 


the death of Dr. Henry Moskowitz. 
Managers decided not to appoint a 
successor this season as an economy 
move. While all the showmen were 
asleep, the Civil Liberties League | 
protested to the Assembly without} 
effect. 


Marcus Heiman, head of  the| 
League, called an emergency meeting 
Monday (10) after stating the bill 
would give too much power to one 
man. Moss recently closed all bur- | 
lesque theatres in New York by re- 
fusing to issue new licenses. 
Gillmore was more indignant over 
the passage of the bill than the man- 


vicious bill.” He said: ‘They never 
approached us . . . it was rail- 
roaded through and it’s contrary to 


tion. I'm simply amazed that the As- 
sembly should have passed a piece 
of legislation without asking the 
views of the citizens whom it af- 
fects.’ 





Unsponsored Carnies 


Philadelphia, May 11 

Police department again has bars 
up against licensing carnivals not 
under auspices of fraternal org or 
church. Shackles were removed for 
a while last year, but no chance of 
the same this season, according to 
Major Edward Hubbs, superintend- 
ent. 

Expect about same number of | 
‘sponsored’ shows as last year. 








Beating Barnes In 


Reno, May 11. 

Heading the amusement schedule 
for Reno this month is the Al G. 
Barnes-Sells Floto circus, which 
plays May 13, but two large carnival 
companies, including Siebrand Bros. 
Piccadilly Circus and Howe Bros. 
carnival and circus, have moved in 
ahead of the Barnes-Floto outfit and 
skimmed the cream off the available 
gate. 

Siebrand pitched its tents and 
parked its trailers on a vacant lot 
Sunday (2) for @ one-week’s sojourn 
while Howe Bros. skirted around 
Reno, but is hitting nearby small 
towns. 





Tyson to A. C. Again 
Pittsburgh, May 11. 

George Tyson, managing director 
of Harris-Alvin theatre here, has ob- 
tained a three-month leave of 
absence to direct exploitation again 
for the annual Atlantic City Show- 
men’s Jubilee, which culminates in 
a beauty pageant to pick ‘Miss 
America.’ 

He leaves for the shore spot June 1 
and will return to his Pittsburgh 
post Sept. 15. 

During his absence, Alvin will be 
under guidance of Bill Zeilor, 
Tyson’s assistant. 





Kick Came Too Late 
St. Louis, May 11. 

Hennie Bros. carny, sponsored by 
Elk’s lodge, operated for week in 
East St. Louis despite objections of 
108 residents in nabe. Original site 
sought by show was not obtainable 
and one was found in residential 
Nabe. 

Objectors’ petition was sent to 
City Council but next meeting of 


that body was after carny concluded 
Stay, 





Nothing for Creditors 


St. Louis, May 11. 

Assets of bankrupt Winter Garden 
Amusement Co. operators of ice 
skating ring in West End, were not 
Sufficient to pay a dividend on ap- 
Proved claims of 22 creditors 
amounting to more than $46,000, ac- 
cording to final report filed by Ori- 
ville Livingston, trustee, in bank- 
ruptcy court last week. 

Company filed proceedings last 
July. Total liabilities listed amounted 
to $133,828, of which more than $80,- 
000 represented claims for injury 
against company. These were all dis- 
missed by Referee in Bankruptcy 
Hope. 


| Albany, May 11. 
| Only the signature of Governor 
| Lehman is needed to make the 
| license commissioner of New York 
| City the sole judge of what con- 
stitutes immorality in the theatre. 





One of the final acts of the Assem- | 


| bly before adjournment last Satur- 


| day (8) was the passage of the bill 


introduced by Senator John J. Dun- 
nigan, amending the penal law so 
as to extend the powers of licensing 
authorities. The measure had been 
held up in Senate committee since 
its introduction April 13 until last 
Wednesday (6), when it was reported 
out and passed without debate. The | 


| Assembly acted on the bill favorably 


a few hours before adjournment. 

In substance the amendment pro- 
vides that the licensing authority | 
may revoke a theatre license upon 
satisfactory proof that a theatre is 
violating the law against immorality 
after a hearing before him. Hereto- 
fore it was necessary that the theatre | 
owner or performers had been ar- | 
rested, tried and convicted. The law 
becomes effective next Sept. 1, pro- | 
viding the governor approved it. | 


A 30-Day Measure 

Bill is what is known as a ‘30-day | 
measure,’ meaning that Governor 
Lehman has that length of time to 
sign or veto it. Should he fail to do | 
either, the measure automatically | 
becomes law at the expiration of 30 | 
days. 

Hearing on the measure may be | 
demanded, but the governor may or 
may not grant the request. At the 
close of the 22-hour final session of | 
the legislature, Governor Lehman 
left for Williamsburg, Va., and ex- 
pects to take a weeh of rest before 
returning to Albany. 

The Assembly paid no heed to a 
telegraphed protest against the bill 
from the American Civil Liberties | 
Union of N. Y. The message ad- | 
dressed to Speaker Oswald Heck 
and the Assembly Rules Committee 
was signed by Prof. Hatcher Hughes 
of Columbia Univ., chairman Morris } 
L. Ernst and Alexander Lindsey, | 
counsel, and Hazel L. Hughes, sec- | 
retary. 


What It Means 

The amendment provides that 
‘upon proof satisfactory to the 
licensing authority of a violation of | 
this section occurring on premises | 
licensed for any such exhibition, | 
drama, play, show or entertainment, 
though there shall have been no} 
conviction therefor, the licensing 
authority, after a hearing heid on 
reasonable notice to the licensee, and 
an opportunity given the latter to be 
heard in person or by counsel, or 
both, and to adduce proof in rebuttal, 
may revoke such license unless the 





Frank | 


agers, regarding the measure as ‘a | 


the spirit of the American constitu- | 


/ money back, their seats being under 


| here by the Cole brigade than the 


| car hasn’t even been here yet to bill 


| there being at least 15 head of ailing 
| horses 
played here, none of them being able 


| charged, the name or names of the 


Midges in St. Paul 


St. Paul, May 11. 
Midget auto racing will be intro- 
duced to Twin City sports fans June | 
9, when the first of a summer-long | 
series of weekly races will be staged 








local summer play-spot. 


Jesse Stone and Fred Schuele, both | 
vet drivers of standard and midget | 
cars will co-manage the events. | 


Hagenbeck Outfit 
Needs Bracing Up; 
Bad Showmanship 





Canton, O., May 11. 

New Hagenbeck-Wallace' circus 
continues to struggle along, taking 
the bad breaks and hoping for 
| smoother sailing ahead as it swings 
through eastern Ohio and western | 
Pennsylvania adhering to a route | 
| that includes many of the smaller | 
industrial towns which have not had | 
a rail circus in more than a decade. | 


On its trek through Ohio the | 
show has left a bad impression with 
| the public and administration offi- 

cials. Stressing in their billing and 

newspaper advertising that the 
show has restored the old time pa- 
| rade, this announcement is elimi- 
‘nated in the last two days’ advance 
exploitation and finally if there is a 
radio station in the town a no-pa- 
rade announcement is_ broadcast, | 
and if not air facilities the newspa- | 
per story of the play date says there 
will_ be no parade and goes on to 
say that the show this year is so 











| usual stand in North Philly. 


= 


Dallas-Ft. Worth Agitated Over 
Advance Sale of Coupon Books 


Ringling Show Will Split Dallas and Fort Worth expositions 
Philly Stand on ? Lots should have a pretty good case his- 


| tory within the next few weeks for 
| b P 

| guidance of other fair executives on 
advance sale of tickets. 





Philadelphia, May 11. 
Ringling-B. B. show will play here 
nine days in two spots. Big tent} Last year Harry Harrison engi- 
will go up for opener May 24 at/ neered the sale of 2,300,000 tickets 


} 
Will | for the Dallas Centennial and local 


| groups in Fort Worth helped Billy 
| Rose sell 200,000 tickets. This year 
Then will move to a new spot at) Harrison has transferred his en- 


remain there six days until follow- 
ing Saturday. 





69th and Market streets, on western | ergies to Fort Worth and plans to 
outskirts of town, where it will re-| sell 1,000,000 tickets. This year it is 
home-town groups to dispose of 

250,000 combination books which 

HUNGRY LION LUNCHES Dalias campaign, headed by Phil 
ON HIS GIRL TRAINER | £2" last year’s publicity director, 
|has sold 200,000 books. Attractions 

rhe "sig ' | Cavalcade, Road to Rio, Black For- 

Atlanta, Ga., May 11. ‘est, the Bowery, and on 50,000 tick- 

a pote ey __, | ets Show Boat has a stub. Each book 
riding around the walls of Royal | win have two gate admissions and 


main for three days. »| the Dallas exposition which is using 
represent 500,000 gate admissions. 
| listed on the Dallas book include 
Marjorie Kemp, who takes lions | 
American Shows’ motordrome, was 





severely clawed by one of her eam — rad gar ong - Legge 
charges Friday (7) while being in- 2 he Progen = a eee |S 
terviewed over WSB by Lambdin| $3.60 for their books which are re- 


| death as fs weg : 
Kay, general manager of station, on | ‘ailing at $2.20 and being sold in 


carny’s midway. 

Photogs were shooting pix of re-| 
mote broadcast and lions, being! Harrison begins work in Fort 
hungry, were fractious. Kemp girl, Worth this week on his advance 
trying to pacify animals so lensmen ticket campaign. Rose claims a face 
could get a shot, stuck her arm in| Value of $5.50 for his books which 
cage and animal let her have it, lay- | will retail at $3. Values represented 
ing flesh of her right arm open to| on the Fort Worth book include gate 


wholesale blocks of 
each. 


1000 at $1.75 


bone. jadmissions and tickets to Casa 
Nervy woman turned and said:| Manana, Melody Lane (housed in 
‘Well, he did it,’ then walked to ear | ‘Jumbo’ building), Pioneer Palace 


and was brought to city, where sev- | and an outdoor garden with Salici 


large that it was found necessary | eral stitches were taken in injured | puppets, to be called Firefly Gar- 


to dispense with this feature. 
story does not appear usually until | 
late in the afternoon after thou-| 
sands have waited downtown since | 
early morning in anticipation of | 
seeing the pageant. Disappointed | 
by no parade, many hundreds don’t | 
even go out to the lot. 


Business has been pathetic 
week, Cincinnati on Sunday being 
the only big day the show has had 
in its two weeks on tour. Three 
shows were given here. Columbus 
the following day was fair. Mans- 
field on Tuesday was less than half 
a house afternoon and aight and 
business here, which with a parade 
would have been capacity, was 
light, due also to a heavy downpour 
which started about the time the 
doors were opened for the night 
show. Hundreds asked for their 


water or beneath a leaky streak. Al- 
liance on Thursday, the last Ohio 
stop for the show, was also light, as 
was expected. 

Opposition, mostly from the Cole 
Bros. show, is pounding it from all 
sides. There was more paper up 


H-W had for the date and the Cole 


for May 24. 

The show needs draft stock badly, 
with the show when it 
to work. Local truckmen are pick- 
ing up the wagons after they are 
dragged off the lot by horses. On 
a wet lot the bulls are being kept 
on the lot late to help get show off. 





Circus Routes 


Week of May 17 
Al G. Barnes-Sells Floto 

Ashland, Ore., 17; Medford, 18; Eugene, 
19; Marshfield, 260; Corvallis, 21; Salem, 
22; Portland, 23. 

Cole Bros and Beatty 

Cincinnati, O., 16-17; Springfield. 18; 
Columbus, 19; Steubenville, 20; Pitts- 
burgh, 21-22. 

Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 

Washington, D. €., 17-19; Baltimore, 
Md., 20-21; Lancaster, Pa., 22. 





the collection o1 admission fees, at 
least five days before the hearing, a 
written notice stating the violations 


person or persons allegedly respon- 
sible therefor and the place of hear- 
ing. Such revocation and the pro- 





person named as chargeable with 
the violation shall have been prose- 
cuted, tried and acquitted thereof. 


ceedings therefor shall be review- 


| 
this 





blood poisoning. 


65 Car Carney | 


— | 
Atlanta, May 11. | 
Royal American Shows (Carl| 
Sedimayr), pulled up stakes Satur- | 
day (8) night after completing its 
only 1937 still date—and successful, | 
too. Show was sponsored by Ameri- 
can Legion, which took 10-cent gate 
admission to grounds as its cut. Date 
here was profitable despite half-and- 
half weather and fact that carny 
played on new grounds not served 
by public utilities conveyances. 
Legionnaires have already signed to 
bring carny back in 1938. 


Outfit’s 3,300-foot midway, with 
24 shows and 21 rides, makes a 


showy layout, half a dozen flood- 
light towers, outlined in neon, 
centering whole shebang. 

Show wintered in Tampa, and 


travels on 65 railroad cars, personnel 
numbering 1,200. They’ve been out 
five weeks and will cover 18,000 
miles before winter. Booked solid 
on fairs, they go from here to 
Memphis, Tenn., for Cotton Carnival, 
jump to Peoria and Cedar Rapias, 





Iowa, and then travel 1,400 miles to 
Manitoba, Canada, to be followed | 
by Calgary Stampede and Winnipeg | 
Jubilee dates. 

Jack Dadswell, show’s advance | 
man, is traveling by motorized | 
equipment this year. He has two | 
trailers, one an office the other his | 
living quarters. While on the road 
he edits The Showman’s Journal, 
published in Tampa, Fla., by remote 
control. 

Carny’s 1937 season will last 43 
weeks, four weeks longer than cus- 
tomary. 





Human Net 


London, Canada, May 11. 

Leo Lalande, sword swallower and 
fire eater with the Wallace Bros. 
Canadian Shows, when playing at 
Welland, saved the life of 22-year- 
old Patricia Lamar, diving girl, when 
she misjudged the 35-foot leap from 
a tank ladder. 


Lalande darted under the falling 
form of the girl and succeeded in 
| breaking her fall. He suffered a 
| wrenched shoulder. Dive was the 
| girl’s first attempt and the mishap 


occurred during a rehearsal. 








| able by certiorari, on relation of the 
llicensee but without stay. Upon 


Within the meaning hereof ‘reason- | such revocation or, if certiorari be 
able notice’ shall consist of serving | granted, if an when the revocation 
on the licensee in the manner pre- | is sustained, the licensing authority 
scribed by law for personal service | shall have power to refuse to issue 
of a summons or of delivering to a|a new license for a period of not 
person on the licensed premises in | exceeding one year from the date of 
charge of the office, booth or box | such revocation, or of the order sus- 
for the sale of admission tickets or | taining it.’ 





OVERCOAT WEATHEK 
Charlotte, N. C., May 11. 

| The Cetlin-Wilson shows remained 
|} at Winston-Salem for a second week 
under the auspices of the Clyde 
Bolling Post. 

Because of the cold and wet 
weather the show had cancelled a 
Staunton, Va., date to play the 





North Carolina city a second week. 


The | arm and treatment given to prevent | dens. 


While Harrison is in current ar- 
gument with Dallas authorities over 
disposition of his Globe theatre 
which housed a Shakespearean rep- 
ertoire last year, this controversy 
was not responsible for his transfer 
to Fort Worth all hands insist. Har- 
rison wanted to dismantle and move 
theatre either to Houston or Fort 
Worth and Dallasites insisted it re- 
main here. Fine legal point was 


| raised by city that structures on city 


property could not be moved with- 
out municipal permission. City is 
understood to have offered him 
$10.000 for theatre. He probably 
will accept. 


Point to inter-city situation is that 
high-pressure advance ticket cam- 
paigns are excellent way to raise 
cash but Dallas officials insist plan 
develops unhappy aftermath. They 
cite their experience last year when 
books which got in hands of specu- 
lators turned up to cut-rate front 
gate admissions. 


Speculators who bought books in 
huge quantities found them staling 
on hands when anticipated attend- 
ance failed to develop. They set up 
booths opposite main gates of expo- 
sitions and unloaded books at de- 
pression prices. The fair reports 
idea of competing with itself for 
those front-gate half dollars wasn't 
appealing. 

Dallas fair executives make it 
plain they intend no criticism of 
Harrison's work last year. They con- 
fess they counted too many chickens 
before the setting hatched. 

For his part, Rose claims he tried 
to get Harrison to handle his sale 
last year. 


Barnes Leaves Cal. 





Los Angeles, May 1}. ° 

Al G. Barnes & Sells-Floto circus 
will move out of California next 
Thursday (13) after traveling more 
than 3,000 miles within the state and 
taking in grosses running far ahead 
of former years. 

After a one-day stand at Reno the 
circus moves to Alturas, Calif., for 
a night stand (14), next day into 
Oregon and (16) back again to 
Montague, Calif. Outfit next will 
proceed through the northwest 
reaching Portland May 23. 


HODGES TAKES THE BATH 


Macon, May 11. 
James Steel Hodges, tent show 
operator and actor, last week filed 
a voluntary petition in bankruptcy 
in United States District court here. 


Hodges listed liabilities at $7,215.04, 
including $864 in wages and $6,051.04 
in unsecured claims. Assets of $900, 
all claimed exempt, were listed. 
Hodges’ show had just completed a 
week’s run here. 





—— 


EE PERN ea Soe a ae ae id dees hae | 


: 


I 
Bi 
fi 


tee 5 nite 


eer soe 


ad 








¢ 





63 
ETY 
Wednesday. - 
» May 12 






















































































































































































i] 
i 
4 
i| N 
ai 
f {| CW = 
i Thi S F nee 
i lish 13 dep ro ——— 
| ll “— 
i} San durin ent co Hac in 
thes Franci g the w ntains wan ial 
if Dyprway rai et ee e ie: 
i) ; — sak te ae Leak Bee ostigecy alll . 
} has Lond apers news i e Whe con 
1 : be on Oo $i n ¢ nve 
Ea en rewri eth New tems a denly Saas 3 to hi 
) st ritten from tak York a eae 2 rtinwit hen 

Will of + = from a dai no Nesey i Wil Sa messag A em 5 
Be 2 BB ee i it for aR har cee te Gadi nd. sud- 
an ; BR... tats meres y paper for oe”, ag tate B wave sud- 

Shtitheri rig tg Pg ang | that a er go , actag 4 PB Beso of = Mery 
surrou of w — avg oy at yporoni swank viol: s mar is als neighb : Thes ed in all the ence ns wit 
about nded.’ re he i o has yf som Te nabe ating a cos o cha or | Gre se tw the ate and h | 
; 7 . ; Ss nes : > J Cz 4 > ak st : rged | > en oO pla an b his 
; row the cc Part nor neg co e bal an Car estricti less y wer shor y- e - 
y gaui ont icular Siam wns tar ie ae ions than | 4 aeshere act tw rec. | 
é Joh auge ral inuanc arly < what from star, en, © s of dom Ri ers ed i orks 
L master Corigliano > A sgn charge Waiter 1 a Pe ae Ww the | the io Pardons in January Paul | A ——s 
i P Symphony the ss = S NMar- "Sam Mi Los Lohman a Wampas. ° ent on = ‘Let 3936, | Harry HARRY R I 
| eumbent cA Philharmonic throat while Aneel. tiverce| TOpias ei rndy a writer, died in yiagao E 
o the of th e er the S nonic- will F reat in Gl writ y| Co a ow a he i , 44 
: el Plastr Stadi eal ed end: er Comedy nd 7 4 art a Mow prod 
Mar Orient e chair ro, reg adium Mrs cover for si ale sa) cut t Bridie y in tt th | He attac ew Y ucer aoe: 
and ned Nola ’ fe apg nal titio s. Stan inus tr HE snare a Pre ‘Presents act e An | his * will k, ork and ath attri = 
: ake : ~ : i¢ < ram ject’ e s(s i 3 Sh be ? Ma mor trib 
: of Fe sca to n arre g a tri set - _to h Laur ouble m | kent is Ke 5 a D3 ae 8 gel | i uffl bes y 6 ha ut 
\ , ‘llev s p as av el wi >. nberg uni tur Fede nes jin Ww ullle st ’ ge. ed , 
i pe Base & ... vita fo Bee nL her withdr ” Mars * netth ~ nomi The: ral (WPA Ja | Sta which Along’ remem He wo toac ( 
ed ele: ‘ ch r ar I d e ry _ Mer ings i atr E me I M a b D rk e 
' the : he ease opathi de He jan 40S ivor wa N rrill; gs, S: oe IIE PA)" a | red ill Neg ered | alla ed reb 
al er aw thi ebt yllvw Hoa A ore hot elle We oF Samue E (Cor rhe , ca ar er es f sb f ra 
evauthorities tor in 9g poy ate te dagger rt en e decree ot he Fisher, io ave pnmunity of te Bay: the 1 and Ly! saianiesh: = — a Irvin _—— “os 
j a ae weleae ward | mi page eB nese ¢ ot ae a wher. At Pro eve: cost nity | of the cn Benin yles cal | 2S Xp agen > ae . iner 
g U N releas pers nis | linistr meth surve exhi Keene mim... .. Ag »stur I- | ‘J co-% ogniti Flo w orbe oO Arti late ills : 
plane nited Air L ase he suaded | visit ry of thods f y of nib, is i Tobias... wolten 28 yvincet steno Just a auth itior renc wel = d Mi rtists ef S at t howe 
: ‘ ’ t { “8 hair ie on. . *S7 eto peng Mi ors cae e Mi j is : ills’ sw or Cc the Vv 
week at the = christen tour New “industries ag aa ne yas 2, : i. Adt pla j | other r inute,’ s of ‘L fe w ills | widow boo he onsoli- own a 
: . Ss . ™ = . ™ nn la . a steer Admil “aye | *: i . is as : ki n th 1sol na 
pagne Bu ne Newarh 14- ed th M ‘ ork ies. H Chi oO Ra ee nzel Tale, enee Imissix | ber NUSICEé Jim isten as on sur : ing 2 at ‘ t- p 
\ 5 > { AS > k a pass e rs : and © wi nese K nait coos Raph: tee - Harr in of ” als h 1 Ja Les e | ‘ vives Se fir ort, 
Re on its 1 a t air senger filed . Eliz Eur ill ‘ (MGitseeeeeeeres rael. ft ended Br age plays , had : m J ester,’ | CH: Ss. m w 
ib USN, ; BB bottle _, est euttiow nee Wii ope rity sora saanatbiel eet Te ee nd — produced a ae | _ Charles (Gus HOR — 
ee 8 é ; she in Kiewici ivor gM $s; T aD eee eeeeeees ema iy Ch Lan a P: s, b and or n or vail us N 
iB uel BAe innn ~ Yates Iame- Los cz, M vorce anki BF ongagy yeeros eae ve Davi hesn as | Par: oth . ard merl ents | a aude is) H NBR han 
it play writi wine gy oat wit! Stirl w Mrs. Angeles. rE wine —- to tats ced vid Gnessin | Last sinount = New momen man- | py oases M perfor ornbro OOK one 
i Joe C ng, to esigt "ith Mat ing ife «¢ aith we iter- oseph | Sa guel. 2 ieee CS ween ..Maya W aia | the seaso scenari York e a pneu ay 8 mer ok, 623 ild 
F ! newspaper nie ener ag A. ee ‘Douglass M producer pee jn itch ‘ieee fia Riviere peer Dole.’ ca “ ak Gee 4 He — | am aot ge followi died th for- _ ] 
sf “ong er b win y tr M officer ro gias M oodv ’ — rt dagmereaners ites Ck Zalsam | ‘ ne ne e anag wo y s rille so . ng z ms aul 
a g plac oys ga y er m Cz ac y, aloo enue tT odman th he ha ged * years act ‘ ne ti =a f = 
ai o + As soe at his party Poe ; Los Po a apt. cLean, former | Bays eee Maude = ot oon late plays. “2 recent Love ra, | Deen — Che time ow attack 
' neatr Vied Sund ake } r the| »pened ngeles nes, i oody as di | Mi ee eae seseseeens oawia pmo > | weatre Joh ew ly fini on | 128 orki yenn ner 
4 locki e at y; ; ay. top: i} mur th S$ co n Los / , reti =| usicia W ee le Gatier. win imm oe He i ty n Cor as nish Rw past ng e Dz of va 
: a up 1441 cea ru oi ~ parler rs Witltewn ¥ ane re Curtis i % arner, Nan MoKenna id eis pone abe pith son — few a. Met ays,’ | aude _ A 
s ay ‘6 th ird ins ary _inv lam D and j es - Se dae , Nannie~ Lit ma | augt S survi e rth 7 of ; years "OS ye ‘2 , 
i by >) mo e ho ave a pi | Mar: Mile estigati es jur ; | ing Bry ie B nself ghters ived wes s. Hi stud had term 
| : “nj s » ; argar 2S a t mo 7 F Wi , Ma yron surde Ss,as by ° stern 13 : LOS ; s 
handi Ss aa tects 2 one at eas s Mint ion od ‘Tevlor | a ith al Max Les R n, son an his 3 wid dur New 
a ; - wh rly Was rs. : Fil er, ’ ques Taylo = mini 11 th se 2388 alph | 1 al s wid ow ir- 
ai ep ag ite e banal iS Soe dod mers | Studio. the ne fantasti tains, | 8 ae esa tes ida See HENRY D sur — 
7 a 1 "00 cash - dns shed | 1e ae irk h er ’ ~~ | eatr reatr abia stie tre an AM F Tr. | a azia AZ repa 
: le cold w m ha Vv stead Dever Henge KWO elby rm rs. | 4 tre tre n Ni appi Mz n Fre FR atri cer n, 8 ALA 
Le et hi wher ndle iedy hi of actor with od w y. N oth nd Proj unit ights pings May 6 rank ANK rical atur 3. f N last 
i Ri m. 1 the 2 it hi | fri and Mrs as b ame er, | of moder ject h it of s arly of in y 6 H o, 80 . oO Bea pro y cost , for n ‘ 
A Ps eh cops c was S mM | j endly Miss . Fillm rought i of | Bi James ately as m: the Fed the | i a fall e had , died i ch, Fl fessio stumer 10re recor 
; _ atermi Neel ame t still n a pi whil ss Mi ore into | siblic s Bri amu nade : eder in tk dow frac in N Mor a., M n, di to thi tha ciati 
A sessio minat ey, dz o col | befe pictur e he inter asserti o | tive al leg ridie’s 1S1ng a colo al | ha 1e Ho nas ctured ew Y giti ~~ ext ay 4 ied i the t “ “ 
; can a sage sen ancer, gi of yy Bevy di had ing | hou stage ai Chien prod rful | d go tel d short fli his ork | imat xtended r in N a Col 
gaw rru ntenc , giv | Su he slayi ant irecti been | use i of the U telli uction | ne t es A t fligh s sk e de ed liami li 
; years woman nning e in en an ge] perior ayin aB ctin n|Ap in _the P pon ng on | A O Cz rtis t of ull | part notice mi ishe 
; years, : - geles : J g of arb: g her | poch Gr rovi the di of Fr br all stes steps | me ce i 
y shanty but ji May down gener: | Furth absol udge Tav ara v I the 1ryph reeny ovince dimi a rank other onaf >» whe eps | Ww nt. in tl ald ; 
. to a ened _ indicat run u and ki al} n ther p ved D Kenny lor. ears | De Arch a stor wich ie inu- | OW 0, h of riend re he | Willi TLLIAM J_ 1e Le detai 
enka 6 naan ed t p tot i. | mony paym unca y in L mon ange y of T illa Play- | n rig e wa the . | di liam AAM as i 
Cast a tru use h erm wi hree | Iri to hi ent of n Re os A consid Asm lL R:z obia ge, th - | tor ght a s wel late | died sv J. (P J.C 
origin le Bat oe will. belo ris Ad is divo $150 aalie treme | It erabl oday taphael s, his he | of | Peg Tages 1 kno Nah and iddent! at) Ce ASEY 
i ipod hs. at L swervi e a, dec rian ge er rom | spe is a ne zest 1S perf ‘and dog. | New is co orches wn i an Hei Sur y Sa asey ‘A 
“3 ; : : : , thly ali | spec : 8, | ag rY neer estr in his | eigh geo t. (8) at 31, pi H 
| a“, eg sere ong B ae cae ose tapes | See oe cieeet eae | ago. I oF genet oly al co is} Su ts NY. ee oe 
y- , des b each , bro ivor ctres | and r od while PA wit | liel Je hz musi vere nduc- | Sur By SNe Y Hospi t Ph anist tom 
) ca stro y Vv _L. ioe’ § ree tr Ss. Ww j Sa eso going ver actors h | yo iad sical li af ic- | ter vive ° spit Ly¥Ssict: ’ e 
| arene A yed by fire T snd | MA vin Los Ang Charles | robs ourceful bed ae oe with a| a A Sess but ad A poet enn ee al, Jackson oan 
th of h ngli hurs ngeles ‘les | WT! ias s 1aginati q | many y andr it devo activ ears | env ow, V 08 or } 
Fi N ber nS e cos sent 1g, i stl ur relati edy i el’ is y|_ He i rs. wor , redi s tim enj: NJAM — . ull 
oi aun 10 of q. pla stu ed an é in Y ett res atin i is e is rks isco e | Whi jami IN ; 
; twee it’s ‘ the ad playe fi mes t 1 age uma to Nin of T 1g th n th a loos | Edwi Ss survi by verin hite nin M Me Vv. 
ete Bandon rs. She's a ae , May _Hunerd i | the eveh, suppl he various tn ae ra ay Machi —n Decaiaan 7 after pte gem cKenna, 37, weal 
: Ti sn. ; ar 0 cr rd. ee e : . : ersi ‘cha ied yo adv | He and Gol ur si WwW n » N.Y » 37, di 
ime nd cre in L to room i rsia i an w un ve farts mas old sis as op . é 
En re om | eep b actr ond Jack m is | R is gel. ith gJ n- | rtsd aster ma isters | 19: s Pp eration. hos died ji 
tngla ravazi fou e- ress on L s | apha ‘ a timi Th co ew | ale rs I an rs a | 995.9? romi 10n spite in 
' tain nd. T zine a se will C:; - . Brid ousad | plays el’s imid s e tr urage of | i. = nter , a nept ndiWG 9 as inent “i al M: 
—- exc his ti gain tT ky ‘arol Di eis U a, Apri | Kurd a * watchful b aveller by | e ment new | GN s pro in Chi ay 
mime xcerpts me a banned i os A ietri . S. ril | urdish ange ul fp ut, t r to} w —— bene - Detai ees hicag ~ 
) Windsor pro strom iggsue 4 is ral siggge os lly —— legit | , ish bandits at patronage, he aan aa ' at — ils in or pane ts radio nn 
s0e W'S rotests t eronation Laid; troom > 4 oll e. shed and wi fights og Bane E :. H Ww. 17 io s — * veel 
wailers’ Le sts. he nates | aidyr yom is ¢ Bri ock, i Pl by wi ghts e | ager, di H UDS W. T T ia _~ 
rs’ as xing Duk n;? uh yne is ide i . in| ay is As ns ee oft Yor r, di udso ON a . dru whe Oe yn, M 
the tot pres . pul U's a, Mz E or. but it s ion nor a m:z lai ig | of ym , 0 atri roa a ame, 6 4 oO 
news _ Hi ac ess Ss illed a Leor s ] ay dwar an ji suppli or a masterpi S| th ent w is me i ical He n il y 4 , 60, v ut 
; tag indenberg ot ger last a ~ je hcege al tee E. rhe nformal, sort. commercial - Shook Union Sq in — Bertini Reseis Sine pire ad tae stock H 
mer «ew ces. ‘rash cries. | rt Aioee at L o Pa ment is vrote 1e Se rt. A ertai al b | melod - C Square bo ical for rived in W evera oo, I: Ribl 
ne hs ye s of M spoiled | Je rector os An ul Pal . ' Sleepi ‘Th cottish uthor see gi | He ramas ollier theat x offi mer a by hi ater! al we a., of 
| 47” ng se of sub usic fi an R at G geles ment | ade ping e A . ph nea Bridi of len D Ss. I pres re w ce | ctress 1is wi oo 18 eeks $ 
5 Ny seaso scripti ann | film Rouv rand . Gr ola, | apted ‘ Cler nato ysiciz ie is at th auvr, n 18 sent here | M ei idow ye a con 
| hag gp H ption re writ erol Nati oom is | the Th St rgy mist. on Poor er ray i 85 h ed thei oth » Vv gy. 
¥ son wi se as s f es ride ji er to atio is |S he orm man’ a who atr ece in ‘O e heir | ® er lol 
1 M with ats alrez or tt e is filn Ma Hu nal seaso atre Ov 7 nd ‘ io Se ntly ne man 7 ae of F » em N 
to etropolitan a. Wou ady s ne}, ara Im -&. go But | wh n. Hi Guild er Pa and A | With n Four open of O aged | 10 , 77, di red B aw 
e itan defici nd sold | i? Fe actre in H utler. | at i is is on tsy’ wh la Jos urth ed L ur Gir a ied i eetsx a 
one j two op s cit. up las Om: rrer ss. olly a. he h inex sa lei Bre don Oo nd i seph ave yce irls’ Pro on is in L son. WV cai 

2 jus nine | Mg st | An aha to M wood. | | as pert s eisu nadway | by | hi in adv Ar nue) um t rtvagee lies os 4 2 ere - 
_ Fra st clos BR ences lily | Angeles , May urr "| ing di the k style rely and 5 this | is sis vanc thur’s ‘Bl H he- | 2420 ers A xecuti Ange s. Mar Bod 
ing aaohon H sed. Bm. an ext ye | ward S p.a. B 10. G ay Go Darcy nack of w nd so is | the ster, Li e of Otia ‘Blu e el surviw ssocis tive se cles, M : 
rin oe tarts than ar | Nati Alp ite 1 voum i odrich re win se of cr ritin me- | latter’ izzie is Ski ie Je S | ves, ation secretar ay E 

(Peac’ N th tio erso e is is . ole wi Mi eat g, but | H r’s 1 Huds inn ans’ M . A ary eee’ 
+ dene the by N each ov. 2 . | nal Fi n, pr rela saL ti with chael ing ut | I e le eadi son C er W | oth nother of ingt 

wni wido .¥.8 es) B 9. Henri ilms presid ted t oe | eae skill at pl amuse | nter ft n ing w n Colli eon | ne er. 60. of Ro ler s é 

Predevis Give of t! suprem rown ner rietta . ent of o Ed thou its c 1 and ays th s- |B rment o im oman ier, V I x sal ’ 0, of — son on 
with erick ives h he lat e cou -| se . in Chi Brow Gra -| Mil gh, he comic a ni e Tobi rookly was i mediat ‘i vas } in Holl publicit Rober rusl 
duci Brud Ww er do e Edw rt creta icag n to nd Ki iquetoast giv values ice rex dias yn. in Cal e survi ywoo y mé t Spe s 

ing J e D . A wer : ara | PFO ry to Oo, M Clift irk L st ent Ss. A aliza | var rvivor d of an, di ers U , © 
active firm ny - rights gram di Bobb ay 6 iff Whi Raph ucas qualiti 0 ove t ti < | y ce ors. | Mo ah ied ni- : 

si : ; soci s. | q P : 2 ael s is s ies racti mes co mete . the eart ai May tior 

Joe since a Latter b a ssociated | Natali irecto y Br Brid it tivel and sué of ing > | @ NRA ry, | man r, 82 ail y 4 . 
the Jack 25. r ha new 1| Ma ie C r. own e is | 8 y pl Fl ave the the | onr TH »| Phi ager for of we ment, “ 

: : s pro- | : y 6, i ant , WB S| al ays ore as A p ib rath J hil fo Ha n 
the “Hindenbei had s not b is d , in B or to J BM | fic of E Sara nee E rch: art. | and J . BUC adel or Irvi rry Li for 
held. City berg plan een | aught ever! oseph directic be ie: eae angel | sales and < Buck KNER phia, M ing B ink, ge 

y Musi to k ned | Nor er of y Hi p M irecti oes a. oe mel eff | sman orch ner F ’ ay erli general E 
could over Music H: eep to t /m ma B Eddi ills, C etzge nat ion Ellen e -ma ec- | , di estr , 33 ath y 7. in, die al 
his li tak and all. P a d: ake | an, i utl ie C al. B er, E ural <2 Van othe rried ed i a b , form acto er, 75 ed it wri 

s life e his he revi ate a | com n Atl ae. a antor rid | dwi pant capit Vol rs § an n N ooke er r. di 5, of - 1 ti 

Pos > as I s tim was ious fi tiw edie anta o Jol s e | n Mec omin al bi kenb uf- |d d ev a { ran } ied M Monr ith 
Pa». A. Mang ae Pp cabl ‘Im | “22 nne , Ma nny eae a i it of erg’s emi entu » M d ay 7 i roe O Y 

30,000 ti ice ii comi ossibl ed he | , Atl and y 7. B Gor-|] na a s provi pm lag b imond ally a 6 Fath in L wsle 01 

ital ticket inspe ing b y sav el, Nin anta groom . Brid r- | s Asm evided’ be y her aine beco . | 65 er os A y, filr h 
Mc cate in t ctors y stea ed,in S a Verchi musi ide is! oday by tales deserti: Mi mes , died _of Sonj ngeles. " 

fi - pstak he S pick mer, | i ante chini sicla ; * ga s of rtion ichel af in L nja par 

fit has taker aioe “¥ Paul's Hos. | Te inom, eat 09 vias PLAY _— ears, and. exploits by t so hurt os Angeles, May 7 

He, — is eee | Phan Lesi — Mart. Cha 5 ABR at TA successes. > Page Phan von Ch — May  aasis on 
pine in. the — lem flat | ig'a film 2 os + 1. Bride OA quain the withe and _extrava- nine = 
o it yv Age ,000 out- is a fi Isl o Mi a co: rde so tance hi dra ight vee a . 
gnecacer Dlg “outs |. Hi xeon Seton Wiss | LONTAN ir, nae he to his] ay c neal Me 

Fil strike ntest g Cire of fi aa f. . May 8 an at Conti A ag sey to n sa 1 and all| A ontinu 0 
the m Ar ° i eS le L rst | . Brid | inued ZA | wh last , hap nakin onel ac- f nny O ed fr he; 

old t Studi about eagu e | bo fro i Cc stra Py. g th y life or Di ndra’ om ps 

Tow Edis udios it a sit- W bong m pag hens sag pare iw fo e daugh- eee? 50 pase sa 
the Me Hall a gs ta sit- PA | Girls = by sc ge 56) not the es ee - Mich gh- | ¢ Magda ce. th picte 60) 
Su etro club io in kes iH perie n th ruples the ange ‘e sur ope ele emme i Ss ire, “Gr 

nde pol Pe th ever y | hoe nces ev es Oo m t his ire s > com th e chnei re R 
ahablen y. eso B. ave a Y ron 1 mn t rest: s and alley rtd eony fortun o ma is mind her Ph 0 — e is ‘Die eider ounds u 
o Consta nee on the seuete I to | (Cc o the Ri world os nd adventures. a may <a Boomas and nthe gerd does a Sg lead e 
heatr ane per eg e | ontit isi ey yo h res us on, | n it is no , Mi ac owi s | Sen e mm rin,” in In 
Theatr “e C ad gues ast | ued f in th nev nd er -wit >x- | W tye Ponce ic cepti wing | ed f mp . . * & 

Mm re re: s *um ays sts t | and ifr g S ey er thei epres 1 h ho ssu t de: hel ing g 1e or ar IW Fa 
e. ruild mings : old | ti are ni om p: un | Wh love admi ir li sents in-|A wa nta ad e cri the pura pi the id T - 

Eth Bovar for i gs sn | tious 2 nice 7” page 56 When hi it to itt] s tk | nd nted and "Sed that ies t P pic, “ Mar hre Al 
a ary.’ its a Ous re elv st: 56 it is he m 3 eac e Vv: 1e th as h h in sh hat ‘ remi ’ B rth e Li | 
Boo wy. B: y. s ne gged lof c ashion stag ) is t fina unt ach alle | the o e er ji all e li Der mier ohe a E sing 

chids erry at on by |! cour ion, gel | tor 00 la lly il it 1 other y.| br ne exclai ill-gai the ives | B rB e of me.’ ggert een ] 
of mon s Prefei mor aeneon's | ioe a t he nan | 00 set te: Mi com te that | eaks who aim aine oth ad oger Ge h-Ja 

ual farr e Cc nis | south o he s Ponetioer unpr tion: titled i ich es b 00 t S. re s br dw ers en f 1 des rhard - of 

Ed ical red.’ olt outhe m _ stand nvict prete nalit in ela : ack t late. | ally roken! ealt Bri or Hi s Od H 
for * Wynr ’ Part out berrns niniatur ee ae ne | Sor y, Silvi sgn hl o them | died heb a. riggi itler’s birtt re ha 

Abio's Teal writ of | t oat seit ure t a dn een Yo Neale via wi cole ak a em | ee tke hig’ heat vehicl ite H s birthd: at vann's 

Har bie’s Iri aranto ten out | he mor celf-in cam raged 1e two, ed. cour will ne’ of c sa are | SIE s heart . Zeit’ e is orney’ rthday Bader - 
wife ry Ow ish Ro r of th it ward orning importa rule “¢ of QO, Play age, a ever astm | ’ JOH Heln rt a _CRev Provan son . le Bo 
Pro Rita Ty t se. e sal . chai en deli ot Jul ant po over al preter was nd Ch ave tl =% ‘ AN wi Wilh oluti ‘Re ext sti wi 

vid 'y -Be rick ri aries | I in-ga ivers y4,t apta I by | ha itious put iara 1e | (‘Yo N Berli elm - on Ww voluti arrit ] 
contr: ence ell a rider ndepe ang cl s alo . this i in. O lr ndled sly. on si has | Musi u, Joh B in P Furtv eddir tionsh ig 
> ~tesrigge® Maas a warded | and hi patr ender larges ng sp mperi 4 elatic thro a : ernst ‘3 c Vi n’) eetho hilh ween => — , 
. w dr y lleg ed $4 his — iee the s on seech Ous | wo ynshi ugh tf wa: and } Tise B comety ien Uf ven’ armo ngler Le 

son ropped Ha ed b 000 i reer Ing. at is the S te hia! uld i ps thi traci as $s un | K theo ag y by F na, A Wi a “paced IC close re 

* the genbe reach in his a witl In s. both piri Is oo. ntere rat it ‘ing ¢ so we -i|y ore ad eaye t: ly Fritz : pril illi Ss gr th Sy seaso ses his ' wal m 

m i ck-W of s utter 1 bri _ this br it of | st A see of vi well | einen Paul W 2 Gru 25 Fri Kol rabb ymph = i b 
in th all | manki r ce rillia s play utal ¢ meri ems li ario | Dr. oper direc ul Weil Le enba 3 end lo’s ed off ony with . 
e 1934 ace, | Tic ikind ynten nt w laylet and | rica like us| De, Karl Vaasa. Thr um a Aribe Bar op pic ney D 
aa h in b It i ipt f ordage. Paul | ’ = n audi ly it| 4 Y... Oram .. Brite a der na} Ar ibe bara,’ eret er 
sea- in bi is ¢ or i age, s aul 4 A Pee aa idie S| Eoin rit rodt an rg rt W a, -, * ghts 

Dir ng. for inhuma sh« B » iio captteeetseeeee Schulte: S| Seen os oo now at My | to cl 
ie ecte Ir rce mani Ws He ss, nema . rultz: by | aginai in sch A at Dr y Von . 
Coast = reeaea by expression reer parted re ITO N aie 7 nieces G tz; at | at og Moliere's vat Dresden SP 

Panes overeat by Lou Pon ictment (‘The N UOVO n Combi cts omg Loth Skate thea oy dt Mala role of 
seen Cc yrman ing ce ouis xman | PI New Sui 1a oO i a von } flu see j ar M 1ea Jur ade c 
Los ced ohen his nce captai s Pol , the Ph oP Suit’ fin peret on "Fritz Beh er |] In uth tre rgen F Im- : 

A Doris — ser s readi that i ain. olan cast |! ad Mi brn ta wi of 5 Schutt: | er’s ‘ the el as. ebli to 

Er ngeles is Ro one pecial ing is grin lis _ is as tl rang “or - sdhg te ilan Fritz and vith old-ti mer | Alte Der world s Mini ing 
tor nmett FI che comedi the ly ex of the mly ef is a 1e | De <= Ee = Mitcewan t , April 2 has | Gr Hun sccuey ar en tt Stur pre ister S a 
s t , act ten 1 cas omn > long Tecti per- De KF ili ie vara y by il 20 s dis uent gari dy Vi Wi theat z des mier Strue 
jail servin lynn ress ), | and st is 1ende 1Z Ss ive ¢ De ‘ilip ppo maak 4 De Luig . tal isco au an t of Fr en- | Mi illi itre, I es Mini e of n- W 
on g 30 . form s, in : col s mad ed. T peech i and 2 Fili po, tte i the Filipe Pir iB ent j vered m, a emp ren ille Eichb seipzi inisters’ Moel- 

Chi dru day 1 er fi priso ored “— he b 1. is es ppo. ppine ny. aaare pyro, in- rno in L a utho eram ch Kob r fo berg zig. rs’ at pi 
14 ee nk cha s in L Im di | ww ovndey aoters 3 of b alance aoe si ptarein Milan, bby in his Cze eo F new and ent, | PF urg-Gc the ger set aes th 
by Grow a ie magn A. Lmiead saan Si Sas de ato a0 reg e The D — Nppo a Hen. by | ae ¥ Per yon ati's home a — a pars: of by Gi ‘T 
for srove monk ae p - nty | rari ser, se ich G »9wntrod ite st dial e Fili _—— id wore ate n casu; music akia ome posing F r. es in Lor the Albe rilbert 

nia Ri Jon ey a air of yee ems ilory,’ den terpr ect pon ogy > na | et tOt: al tal cal sco Pa tow rankf arl sond Vict rt vor 

Beige «any pi deer monte trifling the Th etatic ctors, are I | Ente : Dr ent. ore sh ul W Ap the pene Holl on in J oria . 
, . > , g Cl y e la ms , fa taly’ ‘ er F jr. B snows eiss t ir on-t , © une pic, fil 
ae gg ig ke ae a Wri ith G and irtal get Ste tata FF ink tn @ | ally Sie ee $ more ay my => be-iain, | “y 
e his pt | Si y far ritt reen’ tr n- her uigi Sens for erent. |< y de; z Sehi ne 10r he ¢ f It Ta poser ai 
constit Cali impki arce en i en’s ite i bro wit gi Pir: eapc or the at- he s grad chult: eds e | anniv celeb aly f in, kni r fr 
itute j- | volt ins. : deali in 1927 convi n | ti thers h on randel ylitan ir in- | loy serva es hi tz. But assi iversar ratio or his nighted om ta 
a SE with - tg st | Eduardo, 0 the worked to: | love with the the fh rt be po = sina ig contribution 
‘auls ea, own Fr rethior | ack wright vate fae Fi © Filipoo poe oe Re wh eT u- | i's 10 c 
nnis ring tgs rohatpee er | us yin th t mad l, ‘L’Ab dra ilippe jam Joha aught eauti e. F ole of | Ith ir 
, wi st- e ne s e ‘dramati: >| 3 inati nn is ter s ifu alls j ! 
wife of ~~ on ae ae wate a fone = mia sity. = os a r studies que in Mr BIRT ri 
+ Remind Conan De Filippo dia nges wench beautiful 1 = Be ies May 5 and M HS 
dese cci $s wi id for ; eae li ul P t, th e] th ne | H » 1 rs. S 
erts hi a ith cz th r stag by J. Deci aul: ee oca ee oll nL . Sy Cc 
s him tiny Pam of dialog. rod Fong ena enue porns 7 Peto Dixon r 
their ss whose wife i ine ree oe ter, Pg: nie s a ‘Father 1 
Lda wife ‘“eek.te f at t r Vi rote i: not |°™ y 3i s. Jan - for N is ys 
ught mar to good he e ienna is cas ploy in H nes D BC. 
er ore wi hav ho nd or st yed oll er l 
w Vv nowt pe M at Dy at, daugl : 
ith "st enything Paula a: | Me r. and United Arti wag i 
stupid Ing i oes - y 5, i Mrs rtists ther | 
medi to d s not musi , in Hol Alli sts. i$ p 
M y Mr. a iter at ees rubel, 5s c 
aass. New _ Mrs aramo Father % , 
p.a ie a Harr unt, k 
. for J. May ry Ker c 
JI. W 4. F err. S 
alter Th ather ig on, i n 
a, radi) ® 
‘ N 
! 





" 





Wednesday, May 12, 1937 














—— 
g Literati 


(Continued from page 58) 





could find no trace of steel con- 
tainer. Guild executive committee, 
however, did some sleuthing on its 
own and, without any subsequent re- 
port, merely announced that there 
would be no second vote. As a re- 
sult, the dismissed quartet were 
handed bonus checks, which the 
Guild had been holding in escrow, 
and possibility of any trouble on 
Paul Block morning daily faded, 





Regulating Book Prices 


_ A model contract to enforce the 
terms of the Feld-Crawford Act in 
New York State and prevent price- 
cutting in the book field, has been 
prepared and was sent to publishers 
last week. Its acceptance has been 
recommended by the National Asso- 
ciation of Booksellers. 

Contract was drawn up by a pub- 
lishers’ committee, headed by Don- 
ald Brace, which worked out the 
details with Morris Ernst, counsel. 





Van Loan’s Tome Ready 

H. H. Van Loan has completed his 
tome, ‘One in Every Family,’ after 
working on the 150,000-word yarn 
for more than a year. Zane Gray 
has written an introduction and Jim 
Tully contributed an epilog. 

Van Loan goes east within a few 
weeks to arrange for publication. 





CHATTER 


Robert Jones, assistant to Conde 
Nast, will marry Joan Shaw this 
week (15). 

Morris Watson’s libel suit against 
Editor and Publisher was settled 
out of court for $250. 


Halcyon House, subsid of Blue 
Ribbon Books offering a first prize 
of $100 and other awards in a poetry 
contest. 


Naomi Lane Babson has. been 
awarded the Prix Feminina Ameri- 
cain for her novel “The Yankee 
Bodleys.’ 


Elliot Paul in N. Y. from Wash- 
ington to help on editing his book 
on Spain, which Random House is 
rushing through. 

Cinema Arts, new mag, publica- 
tion of which has been postponed, 
is now on the presses and scheduled 
for June 1 debut. 


Ed Olmstead, Hollywood scenario 
writer has sold a novel to Knopf 
titled “Nightly She Sings,’ a New 
York nite-life romance. 

Macmillan has put out a 24-page 
pamphlet regarding Margaret Mitch- 
ell to send to those requesting dope 
on the book and author. 


‘After Dark,’ new monthly, debuts 
here around mid-June, Joseph 
Moore, ex-adman, at helm, will play 
heavily on niteries and sporting 
crowd, 


Wally Alderton has resigned as 
Ruth Waterbury’s assistant on Photo- 
play and Movie Mirror to join 
Jimmie Fidler. Jack Smalley, former 
Fawcett fan mag editor, replaces 
Alderton. 


Ken Frogley is automobile editor 
of Los Angeles Illustrated News, 
having transferred from radio spot. 
He is skeded to edit E. Manchester 
Boddy’s new weekly sheet, which 
will make its bow about November. 

Roger Pippett, book editor of the 
London Daily Herald, will issue a 
monthly news letter for American 
booksellers from the Doubleday 
Doran office in London. Will cover 
current English book news, with 
special emphasis on Doubleday books. 


Russell M. Arundel has made a 
collection of what he calls ‘doodles’ 
to be titled ‘Everybody’s Pixillated,’ 
and issued as a book next month. 
Will contain foolish designs made by 
people while they’re thinking. Au- 
thor does a syndicated column called 
Today’s Doodle.’ 

Humphrey Doulens, drama and 
film editor of the Bridgeport Post 
and Variety’s Westport mugg, has 
taken a five weeks’ leave of absence 
to tour with Ringling-B. & B. circus 
to jot material for history of show 


in collaboration with Fred Bradna, 
ringmaster, 


Esther Crane, wife of Burton 
Crane, former Variety Tokyo mugg, 
returns to the U. S. May 15, after 
11 years in Japan on editorial staff 
of the Japan Advertiser. English 
language daily. Plans on publish- 
ing several books based on her ex- 
periences in the Orient. 

Sheila Geraghty, daughter of Tom 
Geraghty, writing for the Robert 
Kane-2@h-Fox film unit in Lon- 
don, has sold her first article to Cos- 
mopolitan the confessions of a studio 
secretary, under title, ‘It’s Nutty, But 
Nice.” She's secretary to George 
Archinbaud, film director. 


FORUM 





For the Small Station 
Victoria, B. C., May 2. 
Editor, Variery: 

Very pleased to see that you have 
re-commenced the Forum, I happen 
to be reader of around the 10-year 
mark, and believe that the average 
man’s opinion is found in your 
Forum. Happening to wish a couple 
of times...for something I think 
you can do if you wish to, will leave 
it up to the mob to scrap over. 

Why not carry some kind of serv- 
ice weekly relative to the success or 
downfall of small station programs. 
I know that your reports are val- 
uable, but too many of them are 
network and large station presen- 
tations. Naturally, there are more 
smallies than big ones, so...hence 
the poke. Why not carry a report, 
sent in by the local man, giving let- 
ter responses, and information con- 
cerning same. For example, I have 
a couple I am using, which are not 
copyrighted or patented in any 
sense, but which could be used by 
some small station in need of a 
builder. This will not hurt me, be- 
cause I have my audience, and it 
may do him some good. I also would 
appreciate finding an idea or two 
that I could develop into something 
useful. This last will probably bring 
me a mailful of agency stuff, but 
it’s worth it. Why not think the 
idea over? 

Here’s another. As you know, the 
average small station is manned by 
an amateur staff, headed by some- 
one who once worked ‘in a 100-watt 
station for 10 days. Why not offer 
a group of suggestions weekly to 
small station managers, for the pur- 
pose of assisting them in sales, pres- 
entations, and merchandising? Well, 
that’s enough white space to take 
up from you. 

Duke McLeod. 


VICTORIA B’DCASTING ASSN. 


Another Vaude Enthusiast 
New York, May 8. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

That surely was a most interest- 
ing letter by Harry Lee on vaude- 
ville, and surely something to think 
about. There are thousands of 
people like myself (a layman) 
who are waiting to put our hands 
in our pockets to see a good variety 
show and it is about time someone 
did something about it. Vaudeville 
is surely not in the class of Mark 
Twain’s remark about the weather 
and, following the idea which Mr. 
Lee wrote about, and extending it 
so that every act or showman on 
the radio had to spend at least one 
week in the year on the stage, a 
system could be worked out between 
the musicians union, the A. F. A,, 
and the heads of the different cir- 
cuits, and believe me the public 
would go for it 100%. 


Arnold C. Blumlein, 


Americans at Coronation 


New York, May 17. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

If you care to maintain your repu- 
tation for accurate reporting, I 
really think you ought to restore 
your London correspondent to a 
sense of proportion. I have not no- 
ticed that this is a habit with him, 
but the despatch from London under 
date of May 4 in this week’s issue 
reporting 150,000 Americans ex- 
pected at the Coronation is too fan- 
tastic for words. That is nearly 
double the number visiting London, 
taking in cabin, tourist and third 
class passengers, in the whole year; 
20,000 is an optimistic estimate, with 
10,000 to 15,000 being probably near- 
er the mark. 

Conversely, the number given of 
visitors from the Provinces is very 
much understated, these being more 
likely to be nearer 600,000 than 
150,000. 

L. S. Law. 


American Representative, Grosvenor 
House, London. 





England’s Quota Gag 
London, April 25. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

The latest West End house to 
adopt the policy of screening Brit- 
ish pictures early in the day for 
quota purposes is the exclusive 
Curzon Cinema, Mayfair, which is 
devoted almost entirely to the show- 
ing of arty foreign language pic- 
tures. 

The present attraction is the 
| French ‘Pepe le Moko,’ which does 
/not come on until 3:30 in the aft- 
|}ernoon. Every morning, however, 
| prior to the normal show, they are 
/sereening ‘The Flag Lieutenant’ (a 
| four-year-old British and 
| minions picture) twice running, at 
11:08 and 12:30. This finishes at 1:50, 
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and there is then a 40-minute in- 
terval until 2:30, which is the Cur- 
zon’s normal commencing time. As 
soon as ‘The Flag Lieutenant’ is fin- 
ished, it is taken off the time-table, 
so that no one would know the the- 
atre was open before 2 p. m. The 
showing times of ‘Fepe le Moko’ are 
clearly given in all advertisements, 
so it is scarcely likely that anyone 
would arrive there in the morning. 

Attending a performance last week 
out of amusement, I arrived there at 
12:30, and was the only person in 
the theatre, having an entire screen- 
ing of ‘The Flag Lieutenant’ to my- 
self. On making an inquiry to the 
attendant as to why it was only 
screened in the morning, the reply 
received was, ‘We don’t expect any- 
one to come in at that time.’ 


C. M. Ashton. 


Ten Best 
Greenville, S. C., May 2. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Name last year’s 10 best pix, 
Ten of carny’s chojce of the stix; 
List the 10 best paws tel of radio 

skits, 
Name last year’s 10 important show 

obits, 
List the 10 best shorts, 
Name Peckham’s 10 best male es- 


corts. 

Let's have the 10 best nite club 
acts, 

Name 10 units that wowed the 
crax. 


Name burlesque’s 10 best bumpers, 
List Lew Lehr’s 10 best newsreel 


stumpers, 

Name 10 show elements that fill 
the tills- 

Name the best s.a. frills. 


Jim Crouch. 


One for Satchmo’ 
Elizabeth, N. J., May 7. 
Editor, Variety: 


Your review of Louis Armstrong’s 
first Fleischmann program was, to 
say the least, irritating to me and I 
am sure, many more. But your re- 
viewer had a right to his opinion 
and I suffered in silence, realizing he 
was trying to judge primarily their 
audience reaction rather than Arm- 
strong’s talents per se. But the 
Follow Up Comment simply must be 
criticized. And even all statements 
therein might be tolerated were it 
not for his concluding remarks: 
‘Armstrong’s throaty, almost un- 
intelligible announcements do not 
help either, and he should refrain 
from singing.’ 

I personally think Armstrong’s 
style of delivery (of the announce- 
ments) is the most refreshing thing 
on the air. However, I am even will- 
ing to admit the possibility of your 
reviewer being right here. But what 
hurts is that dogmatic conclusion, 
‘And he should refrain from singing.’ 
Just as dogmatically I say Louis 
Armstrong’s singing is tops. 

He is admittedly the originator of 
many of the sweet and hot tricks 
most vocalists use today. And for 
this alone he should be treated better 
by your reviewer. But we need not 
resort to subterfuge. He can sing! 
Or, to put it more precisely, he can 
put a song across, as few can. And 
this is not merely my opinion. 

Your critic doubtless failed to 
consider the fact that Armstrong’s 
voice naturally (and enjoyably) 
hoarse, must be taking a _ beating 
from those five or six daily Para- 
mount theatre shows these initial 
weeks. 

I am not a letters-to-the-editor- 
writer, nor have I any pecuniary 
interest in Armstrong. In fact, un- 
fortunately, I have not a pecuniary 
interest in anything. But I felt such 
criticism of an artist like Armstrong 
deserved comment and never was so 
unwarranted. 

Irving J. Kaufman. 


P.S. I'll bet the reviewer in 
question is the fellow who called 
that radio baritone a tenor or some- 
thing a few weeks ago. 





(Armstrong’s managers requested 
the second radio comment, agreeing 
with Variety the first show was too 
blatant and noisy.) 


Tobias on Borscht 


Averill Park, N. Y., May 8. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

My boss felt as did Mrs. Gross- 
inger and other owners that ‘Having 
a Wonderful Time,’ 
entertaining, only showed the worst 
side of the resorts of that 
Naturally the owners of the 
resorts felt that the play wasn’t any 
too good for them and if people get 


| 


although most | 


kind. | 
finer | 


WHAT THEY THINK 


the impression that the average 
place is like ‘Having a Wonderful 
Time’ you can readily understand 
that it won’t help. 


So my boss suggested I write you 
and tell you something about sum- 
mer resort business and what the 
better places have to offer and also 
how much better resorts have done 
for the show business in the way of 
entertainment, actors, musicians, 
pictures, etc. So getting back to my 
first paragraph, I was going to tell 
you all about the big men in the 
show business who graduated from 
the summer resort business. You 
certainly hit the bull’s-eye in your 
article except that you naturally left 
out plenty of alumni, particularly 
the Totem Lodge Alumni. 


with me at Totem were: Gertrude 
Niesen, Mischa Auer, Thelma Leeds 
(Mrs. Parkyakarkas), Cookie 
Bowers, Harry Stockwell and Oshins 
and Lessey. 


As for myself, although I am not 
eligible to join the Borscht Circuit, 
being still a member of the summer 
resort profession, I believe a little 
explanation is about due. Being one 
of the old timers still at it, many of 
the old gang always ask me how I 
still happen to be at it and my only 
answer is that it pays me to stick 
to it. Gives me a chance to continue 
my song-writing and other activities 
in the winter. 

Henry Tobias. 


Plea for Spotlight Ads 


New York, May 6. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


While radio, as an industry, likes 
to be classified in equal terms with 
any phase of amusement enterprises, 
the sponsors and networks still have 
a great deal to learn from the stage, 
screen, and outdoor fields of the- 
atrical endeavor. Single item which 
appears to me to be lamentably de- 
ficient is ‘exploitation,’ which should 
call attention and attract definite in- 
terest to important radio shows. 

Radio broadcasters and sponsors 
should start to follow the lead of 
other entertainment leaders in this 
respect by turning part of their ad- 
vertising budgets on ‘exploitation’ 
expenditures. 

A few of the wiser sponsors have 
adopted the procedure of screen and 
stage by advertising extensively 
throughout the country, centering 
the attention of listeners upon their 
programs, and not trusting to luck 
that the tuner-inners might casually 
hit upon their airings in the course 


of an evening before the loud 
speakers. 
< Richard Himber. 


Wants Average-Upper 
New York, May 5. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Chain stations often conflict with 
each other by presenting essentially 
the same presentations at the same 
time. Although individual stations 
and networks themselves attempt to 
vary the subject matter offered, 
there is no general agreement by 
all concerned. Certain hours of the 
radio day consistently find a flood of 
one type of presentation without a 
touch of the other; and vice versa. 
Why shouldn't radio have a regula- 
tions and control board established 
by itself for its own benefit? 


Sedley Brown. 


Radio’s Claques 
New York, May 2. 
Editor, Variety: 

Opera claque is so important to 
operatic stars, I wonder why the 
professional claque artists haven't 
tried to invade radio. Perhaps its 





readily to signs held up by produc- 
tion men, which simply say, ‘Ap- 
plause.’ The audience is only too 
happy to oblige. 

Perhaps the professional claquers 
will unionize and forbid amateur 
claques in studios. Who knows 
what will happen in this merry 
whirl of radio? 





Emil Coleman. 


Alumnus Ignored 
Hollywood, May 4. 
| Editor, Variety: 

How come after me doing eight 
years on the ‘Borscht Circuit’ your 
story did not include me as one of 
the fugitives from 46th street? Now 
on Eddie Cantor's writing staff. 


Eddie Davis. 


Some of the names who started | 


because radio audiences respond so | 


—= 


Plays Out of Town 
TRAILER, HO 


(Continued from page 56) 

















on the modern back-to-nature-via- 
trailer movement tossed in. Not a 
lot, except possibly a tune or two, 
to recommend it to professional at- 
tention but for the campus trade, it’s 
up to average and compares favor- 
ably with productions of couple of 
the Cap and Gown’s leading con- 
temporaries, Pern’s Mask and Wig 
and Princeton's Triangle. 


Book by G. Norman Reis, Pitt 
graduate of 1916 and author of sev- 
eral past Cap and Gown shows, has 
a good idea but dialog runs too much 
to puns, and play on words becomes 


monotonous. Plot centers about old 
medico-owner of a campus drug 
store who buys a trailer out west, 
has the students drop in on him 
when they go out for a _ football 
game and then goes back east to dis- 
cover his apothecary shop has gone 
modern. Usual boy-girl romance is 
carried out along conventional lines, 
There’s some pretty good satire on 
a host of subjects running through 
‘Trailer, Ho,’ however. Show kids 
college football greats, likewise gets 
in some good digs about those 
lachrymose old prairie ballads and 
ribs radio commercials as well. 
About 16 tunes in score, best of 
which are ‘Old Fashioned Girl,’ 
backed by a production number sug- 
gesting ‘Little Old Lady’ routine in 


‘Show Is On,’ ‘Sold on You,’ ‘Our 
Shadows’ and ‘Just a Drug Store 
Cowboy.’ Latter is first-rate take- 


off on the Buckaroo-Old Cowhand- 
Lone Prairie school, with some good 
lyrics and perhaps commercial pos- 
sibilities. 

Comedy is nicely handled by Al- 
bert Barr and Floyd Nicklas, latter 
doing a George Givot, with William 
Murray okay, too, as an absent- 
minded caleulus prof. Fred Kelly 
registers solidly in couple of dance 
specialties, but he can’t be rated 
exactly an undergraduate amateur, 
Former Cap-and-Gowner, he’s now 
operating hoofing school with his 
brother, Gene Kelly, who has done 
a nice job with his staging of en- 
sembles. 

Costuming is colorful and_ sets 
have a beyond-the-campus touch. 

Cohen. 


Dog Beneath the Skin 


Boston, May 7. 


Comedy-fantasy with music in three acts 
(18 scenes) by W. H, Auden and Christopher 
Isherwood presented by Harvard Dramatic 
Club at Cepley Theatre, Boston, May 7, ‘87. 
Staged by Francis R,. Hart, Jr.; choreog- 
raphy, Martha’ Bigelow Eliot; singing 
chorus directed by Esther Miller; speaking 
chorus directed by Henry Urrows; muaste, 
Lester Steinbeag; settings, Howard Kk, 


Patch, Jr. 





A night with this ambitious Har- 
vard group is always interesting, 
even if boring, ‘Dog’ is an English 
three-and-a-half hour piece, varied 
and vague, with 103 speaking parts. 


Commercially it is about as valu- 
able as the opera glass concession in 
a Broadway buriey house this week; 
but that is one good reason for the 
Harvard boys sponsoring its premiere 
here. Characters range from a Vicar 
to a ‘Bubble Girl,’ with ‘Lunatic with 
Flag,’ ‘Lunatic Without Flag,’ ‘Chimp 
Eagle,’ ‘Right Foot,’ ‘Destructive Des- 
mond,’ among the many program 
parts. 

An oft-appearing chorus of nine 
girls intone keynotes at the opening 
of most scenes, and the whole story 
is told in the manner of a dream or 
fable. Occasionally things crystalize 
in the form of spasms of Gilbert and 
Sullivan touches; straight revue se- 
quences, and conventional comedy. 

To wrap up the plot in a small 
package: our youthful hero promises 
a pretty girl of his village to seek 
out her brother (Francis) in far off 
lands. Her hand is the prize. Hero 
takes along ‘Francis,’ an eccentric 
but humanly intelligent dog. As sus- 
pected by the audience in the open- 
ing scene, ‘Francis’ is Francis. 

arching trek takes dog and hero 
into a decadent kingdom, an insane 
asylum, aboard a train and steamer, 
into a night club, and finally into a 
vamp’'s boudoir. At this point Alan 
Norman's dog proves to be his best 
friend. Francis reveals his identity, 
lets Norman step into his skin, and 
they both scram the hotel, which is 
| gunning for Norman for a hefty bill 
run up under the influence of a 
love-fest. 

Best scene is the asylum, where the 
Lunatic Leader (Claudius J. Byrne, 
Jr.), dressed in running pants and 
| top hat, and standing in a frame, 
| Zives a rabble-rousing speech with 
head-tossings and voice mannerisms 
that are unmistakably mimickings of 
FDR. Some phrases from recent 
| radio fireside talks are tossed in for 
| good measure and the result is a 

howl. 

Big surprise, on the talent end, is 

| Frederic Rogosm, a soft-voiced bari- 
tone, whose semi-operatic singing 

| from an operating table is the hit of 
the show. Radio scouts take note. 

L. John Profit, Richard Seymer, 
John Barnard, Agnes Love, Robert 
Solo, William Judd, Robert Kline, 
Jonas Muller and Guy Clements are 
among standouts in a hard-working 

, Cast. Fox. 
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ELEANOR TENNANT, tennis 
instructor, helped develop 
some of today’s highest-rank- 
ing women tennis stars. 
Eleanor says: “I often think 
that coaching takes more out 
of one than playing does. 
That's why I often light upa 
Camel between games, I geta 
‘lift’ im energy with a Camel.” 





What a power-line “‘troubie- 
shooter” is up against 


OR 20 years, Al Tafft has been 

repairing as many as 200 short 
circuits per day. Around him 
11,000 volts lurk. It’s a tense job 
that will test digestion if any- 
thing will! Here’s Al’s comment? 
“Working among high-voltage 
cables isn’t calculated to help di- 
gestion. But mine doesn’t give me 
trouble. I smoke Camels with my 
meals and after. Camels set me 
right!” Smoking Camels speeds 
up the flow of digestive fluids —~ 
alkaline digestive fluids—that 
mean so much to your sense of 
well-being. Camels are so mild, 
they are better for steady smok- 
ing. And Camels are gentle to 
your throat—always. 


PRIZES HEALTHY NERVES. 
Fred Jacoby, Jr., Nat'l Out- 
board Motorboat Champion 
2 years in a row, tells one rea- 
son why Camel is his ciga- 
rette. “I’ve driven over a thou- 
sand miles in races, every foot 
of the way a strain on nerves,” 
he says. “I've smoked Camels 
regularly, They never get on 
my nerves.” 


MEL OTT, a big gun of the 
New York Giants, National 
League Champions, has been 
playing in big leagues since 
he was 16. His specialty— 
home-runs! Mel says:"I'm care- 
ful to smoke a cigarette that 
doesn’t interfere with my 
physical condition, That’s 
, Camels in any man’s language.” 


“JACK OAKIE’S COLLEGE” 


Jack Oakie runs the “college”! Catchy music 
by Benny Goodman and Georgie Stoll! Holly- 
wood comedians! Judy Garland sings! So join 
Jack Oakie’s College. Tuesdays—8:30 pm 
E.S. T. (9:30 pm E. D.S.T.), 7:30 pm C.S.T., 
6:30 pm M.S.T., 5:30 pm P.S.T., WABC-CBS. 
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COSTLIER TOBACCOS 


Camels are made from finer, 
MORE EXPENSIVE TOBACCOS 
«+». Turkish and Domestic... 
than any other popular brand 

















